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SEPTEMBER PROGRAMs Te be anneunced later in newsletter

Our pregrams this year have really been teps and knew yeu will agree that eur August
pregram given by Jim Bennett en rallread leges was 2 real gem, It was semething
different and we effer eur cengratulatiens te Jim en this very fine pregram,

OUT OF THE PASTs Thinigs have a way ef pepping up eut ef the past that we never
knew befere, Rallreads are ne exceptien and feund eut semething a shert time age
that I wanted te pass en te yeu, Back during Werld War I, the year 1918 te be
exact, the Cetten Belt had seme name trains even back then, Seuthbwund passenger
trains frem St, Leuis were knewn as the Témak Ekjpréss, and nerthbeund trains were
knewn as the St. Leuis Express., Westbeund trains frem Memphis were alse knewn as
The Texas Express and eastbeund trains were knewn as the Memphis Express. The
Ostten Belt alse had a fast nerthbeund Texae-St. Leuis freight train knewn as the
Steck Rxpress. This was of ceurse all in the days befere the Lene Star and the
Blue Streak., Of all the histeries I have researched en the Cetten Belt I never
feund this even faintly mbntiened befere, 4m I the first in print en this? I’
wender,

STEAM EXCURSIONs Heart Of Dixie Railread Ulub, Birmingham, Ala,, will spenser a

steam exeursien te Selma, Ala, and return en Saturday, Nev, 3rd, Pewered by

Engine 2839 er 610, Price ef Ticketss §21 fer adults and $20 fer children under

12, PFer further infermatien write te 8 team Excursien - P , O, Bex 3694, Birmingham,
Ala, 35211, A selleut is anticipated se den't get left eut, Order yeur tickets early.

THE MILMAUKEE ROADs It leeks like the leng serroewful saga ef the Milwaukee Read is
abeut ever, FMrst the Olympian Hiawatha, then the catenary, bankruptecy, geverment
leans and Stanley Hillman tried te make it ge; but them disaster stmuck, anether
bad winter on the plains, Hillman resigned as trustee due te a soerious health preb-
lem, and the federal judge erdering the Milwaukee Read te liquidate its 9,50007?
mile system, Seme ef the pieces will be mest likely picked up by ether railreads
and the enes that nebedy wants will beceme nature trails or pewer cempany pele line
right ef ways., Thanks Mr, Hillman fer your attempts and geedbye Milwaukee Read,
what memeriess Hiawathas, Bi-pelars, streamlined steam, beaver tail ebservatiens,
a virtual museum ef diegel pewer in the 1960's and "REDUCE TO 90" - farewell,

Fremsy Blackhawk Chapter, NRHS,SPIKE & TIE.

POSTAGE SAVERs Our membership accepted a suggestion by yeur editer at the August
meeting that all members send me twelve (12) leng self addressed stamped envelepes
for use in mailing the newsletter, This might enable me te put eut a lenger news-
letter in the future, Pestage and printing smount te a tidy sum each menth, Hepe
all ef yeu will de this and this will alse apply te eur asseciate members whe live
out eof state, Just mail them te me at 5007 Hawtherne Rd., Little Reck, 4rk., 72207,
or hand them te me at future meetings. Thanks. 157 pestage applies.
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A MOST UNUSUAL TRAIN

Bys Bill Merck
Editor's Notes Sources of information abeut the article you are to read belew are
almest non-existent, To apsist me one is from a newsitem in the ARKANSAS GAZETTE,
uatea Ouvooer 21, 1933; the other from your editor's memery as a teenager, There
will be peveral quotes from the Gazette artiele, Hope you like it,

Back during the great depression of the early thirties industrial activity wae
curtailed to the point where many industries clesed their plants altegether and
long bread and seup lines were prevalent in many parts of the country, particularly
in the heavily industrialized areas of the nerth and east, The railroads were ne
exception, Tne CettonBelit seeking teo cut expenses decided that their passenger
train service could be trimmed back and they came up with a brilliant innevation
that was mest successful, .

As a background leading up to the title of this article; the Southwestern
Transpertation Oompany, a whelly ewned highway subsidiary of the Qotten Belt,
s0old their highway bus franchise in 1935 te Seuthwestern Greyhound Lines, and
many of the highway buses owned by 8.W.T. went te Greyhound in the sale, The
Ootton belt hewever kept a few of the buses and decidea on a train that would
be called "Eagle Of The Rails? The Cetton Belt had always been neted for new
innevatiens in transpertation and in this respect decided to cenvert some ef
the fermer highway buses to rail wheels thus saving expenses in the eperatien
of a steam train, :

As to the schedule of such a train and some description of it, will quete from
the Gazette article mentioned abeves The southbound rail bus will leave Jonesbore
at 7325 AM, arriving at Brinkley at 9320, Here connections will be made with a
Greyhound bus leaving Memphis at 7310 AM, COontinuing south the bus will arrive

in Pine Bluff at 11345, Texarkana at 4305 P M and Dallas at 9340, Going north
the bus will leave Dallas at 7 AM, arriving Texarkana 12330 PM, Pine Bluff at

5310 P M, and Brinkley at 7310 PM, Here connections will be made with a Grey-
hound bus that arrives in Memphis at 9325 PM. Leaving Brinkley at 7315 the

rail bus will arrive in Jonesbore at 9315 PM,

Continuing quote from Gazettes Five of the large Southwestern Transpertation
Company highway buses are being converted into rail buses for thenew service,
They will have triple differentials, four wheel drives, airbrakes, and rubber
cushioned wheels to abserb shecks and neise, They will be capable of operating
as fast as 64 miles an hour forward and 60 miles an hour backward., They will
have a seating capacity eof 27 persons., Each bus is equipped with two complete
lavatories and the power is furnighed by 150 hersepower meters. In addition
to these converted highway buses, the “"Eajle Of The Ralls* service will include
an Auptro=Diamler rail pus, which will be capable of mugh higher speed, lhe
program of converting tne nignway puses into rail buses is being carried out

in the ghops of the 8t, Louis 8 outhwestern Transpertation Cempany, a Cotton
Belt subsidiary in Texarkana, (Zud ex quetss frea Gazeute )

We have no timetable information avaidlable as to whether et not these rail buses
ran from Jonesbore all the way to Dallas. A Cetton Belt public timetable dated
July 15, 1934, shews a rail bus making a daily round trip from Texarkana to Pine

Bluff. It may have been decided later that this would be the extent of their
eperations,

These rail buses did not last leng on the Cotton Belt and when the great depressien
began to wane they were remeved and replaced with a steam train, At best they were
only an experiment and were designed mest certainly te save crew expenses, ete, as
they operated with a twe man crew; namely Engineer (er motorman) and Conductor,
Only passengers were carried skihce they had to roem for mail, baggage or express,
When they were abandened the name "Eagle" was removed for all time frem a Cetton
Belt passenger train, The line at the time had the "Lone Star® and continued



