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SEPTEMBER MusTING

After a long hot summer we will
get back in the swing again at
ocur September Swap meeting. The
date is Sept, 12th at the MOpP
Office Eldg. 1000 West Lth St.,
North Little Rock starting at
2300 PM, A good attendance is
expected to start us off for
another years Bring your"Goodies“.
Hesedhh S
NEW ZIP CODE

Effective July 1lst the zip code
number for our F.0, Box at the
Brady sub-station was changed
from 72205 to 72215, This nuwber
shounld be used on all future mail

sent to our F.0, Box

OUR JULY PICNIC

Our nlenic held at Scott, Ark,
on July 24th was super deluxe in

every way. Our thanks go to Chair-

mah Fred Fillers and his commitiea
as well as to Bob Dortch and his

Scott & Hearskin crew, They really
went all out for us wi th SpeciAl runs

and featuring a gteam triple header on
the last inbound run of the dgy,. Only

thing disappointing was the attend:

L

JULY PICNIC CUNTINU&D

1t was ona of those scorching
hot days but hot days and pic~
nics go topetler like hot dogs
and mistard. Hops we can show
an improvement in 1977.
THe RIEADEZR RATILROAD
For the information of some of
yYou who may not know itj R<ADUR
R.Re locos have been =s0ld as
followss No. 1702 to Saudi
Arabia; No., 108 to the Commay
Scenic, Conway, New Hampshire;
and No. 11 to the Bureka Springs
R.R., Beaver, Ark. Als, we are
indebted to our friends with the
NRHS News at Oak Fark, Illinois
to the effect that No. 108 while
enroute from Reader to North
Corway, N.H. was broken into and
among the many items stolen were
tho builder plates, the number
plate, the bell, the whistle,
the headlight and the classifi-
cation lamps. This editor is
unable to put in print just what
he thinks of enpire thieves. Its
a pad commentary on the times we
live in. While on the subject,
and which is the editor's opinicn,
the State of Arkansas really did
null a "boo boo" when they did not
purchase the original Reader R.R
. and use it for tourlst purposes.

The Header, without a doubt, was
the best known common carrier—
tourist hauler in the nation.

It not only starred in a couple
of movies But was sound recorded
by a well known West Coast sound
recording company e




-

READSR R.R. CONTINUED

The recordings of this comrary

are nw best sellers. At least

one of the engines, No. 11, will

remain in the state. Conway,N.H.

and Saiudi Argbia's gain is our loes.
TR e o

EURESKA SPRINGS R.R.
Your editor recoently received a
note from Reat Younper of the
Bureka Srrings R.Re They are
making propress and they welcome
all volunteer help they can get.
The date of operation is unknown
at this time but when the lim is
operable it will pive the 8tate
of Arkansas a third tourist hauler,
The more the better,

e

EX=SP=-LL)9

The Southern Railway is featuring
two super deluxe tourist runs with
fx~5P=ilili?, OUne will be on Aupust
26th and will run from Birmingham,
Alas to Atlanta, Ga. 'The other will
run from Atlanta to Alexandria, Va. in
two parts, leaving Atlanta on August
2bth, tying u for night at Salisbury,
N.Cs and running from that point on to
Mlexandria on August 29th, The equinment
will be the heavyweights run behind L4501,
630, etcs These two tripe must certainly
bo the highlight of steam excursion trips
for 1976. Have heard of another one in the
making, (not ®nfirmed) from Miami, Florida
at the conclusion of AFT trip, to the West
Coast. If materialiges this would of course
be the trip taking lio. LLLY back to home base.
There is a possibility also, that this trip
might route wvia Memphie, (also not confirmed),
Th:i._s trin would also be one of thos: "Onee In
A Lifetime" trips. Iste hore 1t materializes.
W & SRR
BEX=ICG BISINESS CAR

ig’(r}mﬂizsimss Car No, 50 which is painted in

i colors, was delivered to SSw MP i
North Little Rnek on July 8th anpd wazytakerlxn
to Scott, Ark. where it is now on property of

ICG BUSINKSS CAR CONTINUED
the bcott & bearckin lake R.R.
This car is owned by an individual
and car will be renovated and re-
solds It suffered a fire in the
galley; otherwise it is in perfect
condition. Understand the car at
oneg time was used by the Fresident
of the @4%0. A very beautiful car;
if you have not seen it po to Scott
First opportunitiy and look it over,
S sl R
OGN LtAl, NAWS

The Midyear itsue of the SOULHERN-
PACIFIC BULLS1IIN contains a good
color article on the Johnny Cash
Special on the CUTTON BZLT on
March 20th, this year. There is
also another pood ¢olor picture
of OF switcher geiting ready to
couple onto a bulkhead flatcar
of lumber at Noti, Oregon. Noti
gurely brings to mind that place
where lots of rall "“goodies"
originate, Railfans the country
over know about Notle

Your editor had a chance to latch
onto a copy of the Southern Pacific
passenger timetable dated May 3,
1925 {(Rig and Fat)e. This timetahle
is surely representative of the
golden age of passenper railroading.
In addition to the many regula
passenger trains of the S.P. it
contains schadules of the vast
Pacific Blectric System as well

as the Southern Pacific Raite of
I"bx]-.w., both P-E. and the S-Pn
Uf Mexico were owned and operated
by SiP. If you are nostalpic this
timetable has Just what you want.

(ur friend vrnle eane at Fayette-
ville, (former writer of Gagzetis
column, "The Arkansas Traveler}
renorts that the loco atop Rich
Mountain at Qeen wilhelmina State
Park is rotting away and has been
vandalizad. He wrote to the Fark s
and Tourism Commigsion about its
‘condl tion. Do not know at this
time if anything has been done to
restore it or note. the engine was
form-rly owned by Dierks Forests.
another shameful episods by thieves.



GiNSRAL NisWS CONTINUED

Tom Foster, 1510 Park Street,
Malvern,Ark. 72104 sells copies
of his book, "L5 Years On The
Rock Island Line", postpaid for
$3.25 ner copy. Its a paperback
and written in plain english.
Front and back photos are by the
late Charles Ost. Its well worth
reading.

Several diesel locos of the Rock

Island containing the new colors

and lettered "lhe Rock" have been

scen passing thru ILittle Hock and

North Little Rock lataly. Also seen
recently passing thm Pine Bluff were
cars formerly lettered Fenn Central and
nw carrying letters "CON RAILY, Am sure
we will be seeing a lot of CON RAIL equip-
ment right along now,

A new movie, "The Texarkama hiller" is
partly being filmed on the Secott and
bearskin lake R.R. at Scott, “rk, The
train sequences are being filmed at
Scott; othor parts being filmed at
Texarkana and other towns. look far
it when it is released, date unknown.

there is no doubt but that 1976 so far

has been one of the greatest years for
railroading in Arkansas and all of the

rest of these United States as well. The
visit of the American Freedom Train to

North Little Rock was probably the hiph=
light for our club since we had a part

in helping with the arranpements for its
vielt here. Iets don't let down; keep

on boosting the railroads at Bvery oppor-
tunity and try and make 1977 and all future
Years just as great as 1976, We all know
what the rails do for our great nation, past’
ard present. Omr duty is to help make others
know about ite The future holds great possi-
bilities for our railreads. lhere will be
many changes wa are sure; mergers thore will
be wiich we Jope will be for the belter. We
are all partof the greatest industry on the
face of the earth. No other fom of trang-
portation can match the railroads at the
present time nor is there any form in the
foresecable future that will matek them.

GENSRAL NiWS CUNTINULD

Understand the Alr line Industry
has a new nickname "Bagpage Smashers".

Did you know tht North Little Rock
at one time many years ago, had a
terminal switching line known as the
Argenta Terminal Railroad. This was
when Northlitile Rock was knowh as
Argenta and the line switched for the
three North Litile Rock lines.

The September issus of BRAIL CLASSICS
has quite an interesiing article on
the street cuar system that at ore

time operated in toth Little Rock and
North Little Rock. A1l street car

and traction fans in our club will
sure want to read this article. It
‘brovght back many memories to your

edi tor who remembers the sgystem well.
The bipg event on Sumlay af'ternoomns
back in the late twenties was to

board oneof the bipg open cars at

Sth & Main in Iittle Rock and ride

out to wh:t was them known as "White
City" where there was 4 big amusement
park and swimming pools When the car
left Stifft Station there was nothing
but woods from there on out to what

is now the Heiphts Theatre, What a
ride it was, the bip cars made pretty
pood time and the conductor stood out
on the minring board of the car and
collected the fares, I will rnever
forget one of the motormen wes named
Frank Drewer; a very hipgh class gentle-
man and courteous as they come., The
system then was known as the little ilock
Hadlway and £k ctric Comeny.l'rewer
aluays wore a natty uniform and had a
can vi th a beantiful badge on it which
road "Hotorman,little Rock Hailway And
flectric Corma y%e Those were the days.
The last part of this ncwsletlter con-
tains an amateur writing effort on the
part of your editor, so settle back in
your parlor car seat and read away. If
it beres vou just drop your head and
snooze away. This article is entitled,
"Iroop Train Bscort".

R R
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TROOF TRAINWN ES5CORT

BY: W. A. (BILL) MERGCK

Diring World War Il in eddition to my other duties in the Cotton Belt Traffic
Department I acted as a troop train escort. Th: experience related below is
more or less a common onc &d am sure was shared by other escorts., It is all
from memory au I have no files or notes. It happened many years agoe

One particular trip stands out in my memory. I was called ore summer day of
either 1943 or 194l 1o act as escort on an Amy train that Cotton Belt was to
receive from the Frisco at Memphis. This train originated at some camr in
2ither South Carolina or North Carolina and was routsd via the old ACL to
Birmingham=Fn{3C0 tc Memphis thence SSwW-S5F. e were to get tais train from
Friseo at about 8130 MM timt night; instead we received it about 3:30 AM the
next morninge The Frisco swit.cher brought the train to Cotton Belt, caboose
and power coupled on and we were rcady to get under way. The cabooss, 1
recall had the big Cotton Belt emblem on the sidese The train consisted of
some 15 or 16 heavyweipht Pullmans and two Kitchen cars. At 3:30 4M there
was no ore up except the crew in the cabooss amd yours truly. Upon leaving
Memphls I went back to the caboose and chot the breesze with the crew. The
escort always had to gat the tickets from the train commander and he, as well
as all the men were asleep at that time in the mormings Old S0l was creeping
up in the sky when we reached Brinikley and the Op was standing by the main line
with some orders for the front and rear ends. We rolled taru Brinkley and about
five milcs out went into a siding for a CTC mest. When we stopped I pot down on
the ground from one of the lullmans ami waitede 1 saw a headlight coming from
the south and I knew he was coming fast. He passed me at about 65 and it was
lone Star No. 2 enroute to Memphise The hopper waved to me as he went by and
the consist wac the usual head end traffic plus chair cars and two Pullmans;
the rear one being the thru Shreveporti=Mem-his combination sleeper-parlor—
observation. The tail sign was still bumming which read "Cotton Belt Lone
Star®. On down thetrawck I could hear him whistling for the station stop at
Brinkley. He was risht on the advertised. At about this time our train
started moving out of the siding onto the main 1line, We started to rell

fast and did not make any more stops until reaching Fine Bluff. Between
Brinkley and rine Bluff I went to the %itchen car and got breakfast which
consisted of (as I remember) scrambled eigs, bacon, toast and coffce., It
tasted mighty pood especially since I had been up all nighte <Lhe men were
now getting up and I went to the train commandert!s drowing room and intro-
duced myself and we chatted awhile and he gave me the tickets, These train
command=rs were usually high ranking officers; believe this gentleman was a
Colonel. He was very fine and he arpreciated me offering he and his men the
sarvices of the railroade Tncidentally the escort wore "several hats". He
not only handled the tickets but acled as a pood will ambassador for his rail-
road, a messengery elce I got my rerorts made before reaching Fine Bluff,
These repar ts were rather lengthy and consisted of getting orighn, destina-
tion, numb:r of man, stc. on each tickat; also the namec and nunbefs of each
car in the train. The tickets always had to jibe with the exact number of
rmen on the train; if they didn't you had to make a head to head county man

if you think that is not a job try coutting heads on 15 hullmans. To.po on
with my story, I linished my rerorts, got the 55W pertions of the tickets and
took/ERemxback to the train commander and got his sipnature on my reports.

the other tickets/




TROOP TRAIN ESCORT =B s

We roll:d into Pine Bluff and stopped down by the yard office and superingen-
dsnt's office, At this time the Cotton Belt's electronic hump yard at Pine

Bluff had not been completeds At the yard office was a long concrete run way

and many of the men got off the train for a bit of excerciss. The power and
caboose were changed. The new power was onc of tie famous Cotton Belt 800

ctlass enginer; these engines couwld be used in both freight and passenger trains
they were primarily used for heavy freight service. The men got back on the train;
the hogper pot the hiphball and we moved on out of Pine Bluff and really started
to roll, We made only one stop betwsen Pine Blwi'f and Texarkam which was another
CTC moet which gs I recall was somewhere in the vicinity of Lewisville or Stamps,
Ark. At Texarkana the caboose was chinged again but not the power. The bipg 800
stayed with us and redl 1y hit her stride on the Cotton Balt's Texas division. It
was real treat to stand in the vestibuls and look out and see the 80O taking the
curves and hearing the beautiful whistle and seeing the oil aemoke pouring out of
the stack. My orders were to detrain at Tyler, Texas and I was in that city for
only a short while and then took a regular scheduled Cotton Belt passenger irain
to My, Fleasant, Texas whers I changed to Lone Star No. 2 out of bdllms. The

two mains of the Cotton B2lt spiit st Fte Fleagant, opne poing to Dallas and Ft.
Worth, the other to Tyler, Corsicana and Wace. Upon arriving Texarkana I made
connection with Missouri Facific train to Little Rock.

This is just one of many experienccs I had while acting as an escort. All of
the trains I escorted were either Army or Marine. BSome of the boys escorted
Navy trains and some escorted WAC and WAVE trains. They toldme it was quite
an experience on the Wac and Wave trainss I was never lucky enough to pet
one of these,

cwenanTHE ENDe—==

The AHnANSAS RAILRCAD CLUB is a non~profit organization that meets the second
Sunday of each month in the Miesouri Facific Office Building, 1000 west hLith St.
North Littde Rock, #4rk. For information asbout the club write P. O. Box 558lL,
Little Rock ,drks 72215.
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The news letter was about rzady formailing when wome la st mimute rews was

received which is shown belowt
AMTRAK

Information has been received and
confirmed that the INTER=-AMEICAN
will be chanped to a daily basis
effective October 3lst, The train
will be a thru Chicage-Ft. Worth run.
Officials are studying two schedulcs
for the train at the present time but
we camnot report a fim schedule at
this time, Understand ore schedule
has the northbound leaving Little
Rock arcund 8:00 PM with arrival
Chicago next AM. We will report
further on this when additional
information is received,

o e et

MUSEWM SALES COMMITTEZ

Our Museum Seles Commititee which is
as you know hegded by our Naomi Hull,
will have some surprises in store for

1976 STIEAM PASSENGER SERVICE DIRECTORY

All members interested in the steam,
diesel and electric tourist limes in
our nation, (and who isn't) should
purchase a copy of the 1976 Steam
Faseenper Service fQirectory. It
retails far §2.,50 per copy and is
published by bEmpire State Railway
Museum, Inc., Middletown, New York.
Althougi there are scme lines not.
included in the directory, most of
them are and if you like to travel
and explore the various lines this
directory is a must for you. Front
cover shows American Freedom frain
powercd by Ex-Texas & Pacific No.
610. Rear cover shows the same
train powered by -Southern Pacifie
Noe LLL9. Both photopraphs are very
beautiful and the directory is well
worth the price. Local fans can
obtain a copy at the depot of the

us at our September swap meeting, Naomi
will have some paintings of the Freedom
Train which are ready to hang. Also there

will be some of the mew NRHS pins and patches.

Other "Goodies™ you will see at the meeting.
Naomd does a wonderful job with the ocommittee
with limited funds. Congratulations apain
Naomi.

Hedensidedok HhHER AR 3

ATTENTION: PSNN C:NTRAL HOBBYISTS

If any of you like to collect Penn Central
souvenirs and artifacts now is the time to
try and .pet them, Slnce take over by CUNRAIL
understand P.C, articles are goinyg like "Hot
Cakes", This may also apply to other roads
taken over by CONRAIL; lehiph Valley, bL.L.

C.RsRs of N, J. ste.
o et

Scolt & Bearskin Ry. at Scott,Ark.

FerodRomtei ik R
TiIANAS FROM &DITOR

Wish to thank all of you for the
wonderful cooperation you are
Fiving me in preparing your
ncwsletters I welcome all the
news you can give me and will
be plad to run any articles you
hand in to me provided they are
not. too lengthy and space is
available. We have had articles
from Gene Hull, kike Adams,Bill
Bailey. Any of you literary
bugs that think you can write
a rail article please do 50e
It doesn't have to be written
like a Damon Runyan, ete. Just
write it;;period.

Hrdidcon S



