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FROIVI TJIIE PRESIDEI$TIS DESK*

* I  don ' t  rea l l y  have a  desk ,  bu t  . i t  sounds good anyvray .  READER RAIL-
ROAD -  The Reader  i s  now opera t ing  regu la r ly  on  Tuesdays ;  Fr i i lays ,  and
Saturdays .  I t  v r i11  opera te  un t i l  l l ovenber  30 th ,  a t  leas t .  There  w i l l
be  a  t ra in  on  the  50 th  even though i t  i s .no t  a  regu la r ly  schedu led  day ,
ARKAIJSAS RAILP.oAD CLUB SPECIALS - The speciaL on the Reader on Septenber
10 th .  was  a  huge  success .  I t  was .a  se l lou t ,  w i th  s tand ing  roorn  on ly .
The rveather  was gooC,and every t l ' : i ng  went  so  we l l  tha t  a  second run  was
schedu leC fo r  the  24 th .  I t  

"  
ioo ,  was  a  success  .  The ' . , r rea ther  was no t

qu i te  as  good and the  c rowd v ras  jus t  a  L i t t le  s rna11er "  bu t  th is  gave
peop le  a  l i t t le  rnore  e lbor*  roorn  and some o f  the  re t i rcd  D.cader  employees
went  a long to  ren in isce .  The 108 had a"  leaky  supcr -heater  tube and the
L702 v tas  subs t i tu teC fo r . th is  second run .

There  were  a  few rn i  sunde r  s  tand ings  about  the  f i rs t  t r ip ,  bu t  they
a l l  workec l  ou t .  One was about  the  chargc  fo r  the  t ra ino  bu t  had-  any  o f
us  read the  pub l ishec l  ta r i f f ,  i t  u la in ly  s ta tes  tha t  i t  takcs  a  min i inunr
o f  70  adu l t  fa res  ($315) .  i { r .  Long was very  fa i r  w i th  us  and.  weTf f fT -
addeC a  l i t t l c  to  thc  t reasury .  I  hope our  t reasurer  w i l . l  g ivc  us  a
repor t  a t  the  ncr i t  neet ing  an . l  I  w i l l  g ive  dc ta i l s  o f  how i t  happened.
I  bc l i ,eve  tha t  a l l  our  rq isunders tanrS ings  s tenned f rom the  fac t  tha t
none o f  us  rca l l y  beL ieved tha t  we cou ld  in te rcs t  7C peop le  in  r id ing
a s team t ra in .

Boy  I  i l l e re  v re  wrong.  Of  course ,  the  fTont  .pAgc s to ry  in  the  Arkansas
Gazct ie  about  10  days-be forc  the  t r ip  he lned.  But "  I  be l i cve  theT_ i f -
F '?67cT- tha t ,  even in  Arkansas ,  peop le  w i l l  tu rn  ou t  to  r ide  a  s te lm
t ra in .  I  bc l ieve  i t  so  nuch tha t  I  rcconncnd tha t  r . r re  schedu le  a
doub le  headcd "Autunn Lea- f  Spec ia l "  fo r  oc tober  29 th .  How about  i t?
Cone to  the  nec t ing  and le t  ne  knour .  And vo lun tce"  to  he1p.

I  wou ld  l i kc  to  express  ny  thanks  to  a l l  those who nade the  t r ips
a  success .  I  wou ld  espec ia l l y  l i ke  to  s ingLe ou t  J in  l ^ rakc f ic ld  and
Bi l l  Po l la rd ,  who bo th  workcd  very  long and hard  and d id  a  f inc  job .

I  v rou ld  l i ke  to  sha- re  a  fsw p ix  I  took  on  the  10 th ,  (See photo  page. )
I  subnr i t ted  severa l  ta  naga.z incs  i : : .  \ rpes  tha t  I  c ru1 ,1  gc t  r .  1 i tc le
pub l ic i t y  fo r  the  Arkansas  R.a i l road CIub  and.  the  Rca4er .

I  dont t  know hora  rnany  o f  you  know,  bu t  l l r .  Barksda le ,  recent ly
re t i red  Ass is tan t  Genera l  l4anager ,  b rought  us  thc  t ra in  o rder  semaphores
f ron  Freder ick town"  I {o .  and an  anc ien t  wooden insu la ted  jo in t  f ron  the
Fr isco- I {oP c ross ins  near  therc .  Th is  i s  on  the  L ine  f ron  B isnarck  to
Char les ton ,  ln lo .  T f ,e  ra i l  on  th is  l ine  was renoved-  f ron  the  or ig ina l
Ca i ro  &  Fu l ton  wh.en  heav ie r  ra i l "  was  re l .a . id  thcre .

r - lh i1e  I  l ras  on  vacat ion  in  August ,  I  v is i ted  the  Tennessee Va l ley
Ra i l road X4useun.  I  was  t rea ted  to  a  no tor  car  r ide  o f  the i r  t rackage,
which includcs a f i f  t l ' r  of a. ni le tunnel through l , i is s ionary Ridge . They
opera te  on  Sunday a f te rnoons.  I f  you  are  in  Chat tanooga,  dTop by  and
pay then a  v i ,s  i t  .

J .  ! {a r  1en t r i  l s  on
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Our f irst fantr io orovcC far more successful than any of us cver
in rag incd  i t  wou ld ,  i l though pro ta .b ly  fo r  d i f f c ren t  rcasons  than wc
wou ld  have expec tcd .  A f te r  the  ncr -4s  coveragc  g ivcn  to  the  Reader rs
app l ica t ion  fo r  abandonrnent ,  t i cke t  o rders  fo r  our  t r ip  rea l l y  poured
in ,  so  nany  o f  then tha t  thc  Septenber  10  t r ip  was so ld  ou t  by  the  pre-
ceding I ' lcdnc-sday, with a large nunbcr of addit ional- orders lcft  over.
The c lub 's  t i cke t  agents ,  B i l l  Po l la rd  and yours  t ru ly ,  be ing  so f t -
hear tcd  and perhaps  so f t -headcd,  dec ided te  schcdu lc  a  second scc t ion
to handle thrl  overf low, t4ithout any addit ional publ ici ty except elord
o f  nouth ,  we so ld  over  two hundrcd  t i cke ts  fo r  th is  second t r ip .

I tr .  Long and the entirc Rea.der crew did a f inc job for us on both
ru4s .  0n  thc  Septernber  L0  t r io ,  No.  108 d id  the  honors ,  rnak ing  photo
runs  a t  D i l l s  l r i l l ,  ! ' Ia te r loc  and P.ea .der ,  The v /a tc r  s toD a t  Anes  proved
very  popu lar  w i th  photographers  a -nd  da isy-p ickers  a l i ke .  l le  had nore
peop lc  than sca ts  becausc  sone peopLe w i th  reserva t ions  d id  no t  show
up unt i l  jus t  be forc  t ra in  t ine  and thc iT  unc la incd  t i cke ts  ha ,d  been
so ld  to  the  fcw peop le  who cane cxpec t ing  to  buy  t i ckc ts  a - t  Reader .
But everybody who cane to Readcr to r idc the train that day got to r i i le
i t "  and cverybody seemed to  be  en joy ing  the .nsc lves .  l , l r .  l l a l l i bur ton  o f
the  Denocra t  wro te  a  n icc  a r t i c lc  about  the  t r ip  wh ich  appearcd  in  th4 t
nevrspapcr  on  Tucsday ,  Septcnbcr  12 .

For  thc  Septcnber  24  t r ip ,  l lo .  1702 f i l l ed  in  fo r  the  a i l ing  No.
108.  S ince  she cou ld  no t  p ick  up  watc r ,  we had.  ex t ra  photo  runs  to
nake up  fo r  tha t  cance l led  fea ture .  The f i rs t  wa.s  a t  Lack land-  Cross ing
on the  southbound run .  For  a  rea l l y  ou ts tand ing  f ina lc ,  Eng ineer  Da le
I t {cBr ide  backe i l  thc  t ra in  up  about  th ree- four ths  o f  a  rn i le  and then
carne storming up l tewoody Hi11, evoking nany plcased cornnents fron the
photographers on the ground and thosc passengers who had stayed aboard
the  t ra in .

Por te r  John ic  I ' ra l tc rs ,  as  a lways ,  looked a f te r  the  nceds  o f  the
passengers very wel1. and Fircvlan Gerald Raincs and Brakenan Dale l ' rart in
hand lcc ' .  the i r  pos i t ions  w i th  the i r  usue l  f inc  sk i11 ,

Add my vo te  to  J im l { i l sonrs  in  favor ing  thc  opera t ion  o f  a  doub le-
header .  Perhaps  i f  sone o f  the  Reader 's  f re igh t  equ ipment  i s  su i tab le ,
we can have a  doub le-hea, lcd  mixed t ra in .

OCTOBER 8I4EETING T0 H.AVE A VARIED PR0GR0"'1. .  Jin l^l i lson has pronised
a repeat  o f  Bus ter  Keatonrs  "The Genera l "  wh ich  everybody en joyed so
nuch a ycar or so ago, Your cditor and several others should have sorne
f i lm f ron  our  Readcr  spec ia ls .  r ' \ l so  sone f i ln  shot  recent ly  on  the
Prescot t  q  Nor thwestern  fo r  you  d iese l i zed  shor t l ine  fans .  T ine  is
2 :00  p .m.  in  MoP L ln ion  Sta- t ion .  For  th is  rneet ing  we w iL l  nove back  up
to  Roon  305 .

THE ARK^NSAS R,\ILROADEP. is thc nonthly publ icat ion of the ARKANSAS
RFILROAD CLIJB,  InC. l -a  non-pro f i t  o rgan iza t ion .  Annua l  dues  fo r  the
c l .ub  a re :  Rcgu la r  (Arkansas  rcs iden ts )  -  $5 .00 ;  Assoc ia te  (ou ts ide
Arkansas)  -  $3 .00 .  Payab le  to  C ,  R .  Byrd ,  T reasure r ,  12  F l in twood ,
L i t t Ie  Rock .  Arkansas  7  2207  ,
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