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ON A SATURMAY AFTERNOON by ‘. i1, "ike" idams

"lell Poss, you will never know if it ++ill work until you try,
let me back him un." This wts Conuctor . ¥ "Tobe" "ullar? talking
and we were in a beautiful sylven setting in the foothills of the
(machita Mountains of southwest irkansas. The time was & bright Sat-
urday afternonn in early soring--the dopwens were in bloom and the
bream and crapbie were spawning in the sntoine “iver just down the
Aur~ from us and all tas right with the world. .s1l, that is, except
for the '"daily excent Sundav™ local service a’vertised for the i'iss-
onri Facific's "omhle' branch. n the ontbound trip thaet fine day
Train 71 with engine 4108, an &7 "L-2 in charge of .ngineer Chick
i.eNenald, had rounder” z curve abn 't three miles north of K Junction
and mech to the consterpation of “hiek and his fireman, Jim Marshall,
hac struck a4 large rock thot had rolled from the adjacent mountzinside
and lodged ageinst the inside rail. Chick had "big-holed™ the 4108
and as the maximum authorized swveed was only 30 mph, the dJdamage was
1ight. The brzke cviinders had been stripped from the trucks of the
4108, and the first car, an empty Prisco gondola billed to Caddo Sap
for harite loading, had rid'en up on the rock and was teetering in the
air with the wheels zbout two feet from the rail. To the left was a
fil1 above the intoine Tiver fifty feet below, and to the right, of
course, a high rock hiluff,

T was Assistant Traimmaster for the Missouri Pacific with head-
~uarters at Gurdon, arkansas, located about 22 miles southwest of
Little Rock en the nrkansas Division. st that time, the year being
1955, Gurdon was aquite a rail center with switch engines aronnd the
clock and locals ra”iating out in four Adirections. This particuiar
money maker ran hetween Gurdon and Norman with a side trip to Melight
and was comnonly Lnown as the '"iJomble' from the former name of lorman.
Tonductor Arthur Buclley of the distressed local had hiked back to the
village of Antoine and called me from a general store, explaining his
nredicament. I immediately called Hugh 5Shideler, our genial Roadmaster.
and while he was liring up section forces I ordered out the 'wheel"
car. This interesting piece of equipment was loaded with cables,
jacks, blocks, triucks and enough allied material to cope with minor
derailments, and if enough sweat, tears and profanity was brought to
to bear, counld handle some nretty big ones. Tobhe "ullard caught the
retief outfit as Conductor. vur first chore upon arriving at the
scene of battle was to drag the rear end of the local back to :a

Tunction and stash it awny in the siding, ‘hile tiis was being done,

*

a staff meeting wes held between myself, Roadmaster 3hideler, i‘echanicaj

Soreman Nriskill and assorted lackeys and lookers-on such as trackmen,
nhrakemen, stray farmers, woodcutters and anyone else with two cents
advice to offer. Arriving back at the scene with the wheel car, Tobe
szmped his old hrier with Granger rough-cut and with that big grin on
face looked over the sitnation. It had been decidecd that if the
se-tion men could Aig a large hole alorngside the ballast Zine and then
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line over the track about a fort, it might just be sossible to pull the
czr tack easy and rol! the rock into the hole and clear the 1dcenotive,
e could then take dynamite and demolish the rock at out liewure, With
this nlan of attack established and aporoved, everyone feli to with
gusto and sorn had & large hole dug and the track jacked and lined over
as far as rossible,

The moment of decision had arrived. 4As .s<istant Traimmaster I
was in charge and if it went well, would take the credit--the credit
with the rank and file as being smart enough to take the advice of men
long experienced in handling the varied calamaties that befall a rail-
regad; with the management as being able to take care of my end of the
line without always crying to the Traimmaster or Superinténdent for

heln,

T™Mis PFrisco gondola was practically a new cer. Mentally I could
see the look on the face of the President of the Srisco if this car
became contrary an’ instead of faliing back on the rails, decided to
take a swim in the antnine. .nnther pressing consideration was the
Missouri Pacific's fine Aiesel locomotive. At this point installation
nf new brake cylinders would put it back in running condition but what
iftit too decided that it could stand a quick dip in the swift flowing

nitoine:

Problems--decisions--probiems! Now this is when you earned your
stinend as a hig-shot operating official of the mighty lMissouri :acific
T was in charge of al’ I surveyed and must make u» my mind, To delay
would mark me a fence straddler--not to mention increase the already
mounting overtime bil?! for varied and sundry employees. I pulled out
my Tunhil? and rilied it from my can of rrince .lbert., “When I had it
Arawing to my satisfaction I turned to Tob»e and szid, '"‘kay, Tobe, take

her awsy--easy now,'"

‘lel}l, the Frisco will never know how close they came to having a
freshly washed gon'ola and our little NL-2 was saved the ignoriny of
an unscheduled Annking. That rock rolled back into the hole just
exactly the was it was planned, an® the {nllowing iionday the section

ang busted if u» with a stick of dynamite. I ined statur I hope
?5 the eyes of my fellow workers ang all fn allg%t turne% ou%’to ge‘a’
nretty fine Saturday afternoon.

I see by the panper that Iobe has nassed away. It wes his obituary
notice that brought these memories rushing back to me. Tlobe gracuated
from the rawhiding ~“rudgery of fourteen-hour locals and when he retired
was wearing the gold braid of Conductor on the Texas cegle. I miss
nim, I miss all of the '"brush hogs' as the railroad men of Surdon were
called. Their ranks are getting thin,

ROCE ISTAT™ TETAUR LA35TS TeXN WMYS, IN3Faan R TMC. . . because a beam
temporarily suprorting the old and new spans nearly collapsed into the
river curing the changeover. Rock Island trains were cut to a minimum
during the detour over ilorsac's Raring Cross Bridge. John liartin, Jr.
rerorts that the Pock's re’~ball freights, #25 and #26, had cabooses
on both ends so they were delayed z mimmum of time being reversed.
Turing the detour, all Rock Island traffic entered and departed their
Little Tock yards at the west end.
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