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Cotton Belt 4-8-4 #819 while parked in front of Union Station in Little Rock, June 13,

1986. Amtrak uses the track just to the left of the 819 while Union Pacific's double-
tracked main line is to the far

left. (Ken Ziegenbein photo)
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CLUB HAPPENINGS - ANNOUNCEMENTS

1987 OFFICERS OF THE ARKANSAS RATLROAD CLUB

Presdident - Peter Smykla Vice-President - Carole Sue Schafer
2800 West 37 103 Thayer
Pine Bluff, AR 71603 Little Rock, AR 72205
(501)-535-4724 (501)-371-0034
Trheasuren - Dick Byrd Secnetany - Polly Hamilton
12 Flintwood Dr 522 South Main
Little Rock, AR 72207 Benton, AR 72015
(501)-225-7354 (501)-778-6221
NRHS Rep - Mike Adams Editon - Ken Ziegenbein
3609 Lakeshore Dr 905 Valerie Drive
N Little Rock, AR 72116 - N Little Rock, AR 72118
(501)-753-5120 (501)-758-1340

ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB RAIL EXCURSION

DATE: Saturday, October 10, 1987

PLACE: Fordyce-Crossett-Monticello and return on the Fordyce & Princeton and
Ashley, Drew & Northern Railroads

TRAIN TIME: Leaves Fordyce 9:00 A.M. sharp, returning to Fordyce by about 5:30 PM

BUS TIME: Trailways Bus leaves the Twin City Bank parking lot (north side) in
North Little Rock at 7:00 A.M. and will go straight to Fordyce (it
will NOT stop in Pine Bluff.) Twin City Bank is located on Mai
Street in North Little Rock just across the river from Little gock.
You could also drive to Fordyce yourself, of course. It's south of
Little Rock about 65 miles.

FOOD - Bring your OWN LUNCH and drinks...none will be provided.

COST: Bus trip,.SIO per person (make checks out to "Arkansas Railroad Club" and
give to Bill Church. The train trip is FREE!

WHO TO CONTACT: To make reservations for the bus, call Bill Church at 753-4582
as soon as possible. As of this writing, 42 of 46 bus seats
have been sold. Any overflow will carpool to Fordyce (65 miles).

NOTE: The train trip is free to Arkansas Railroad Club members and their
families. Others may ride, but must join the Arkansas Railroad Club first.

Also, the Trailways Bus is reserved on a 24-hour basis, so if the train
is delayed getting back to Fordyce for some reason, there's no problem.
If all goes well, we'll be back in North Little Rock by about 7 P.M.

Y% PROGRAM +r v

The next meeting of the Arkansas Railroad Club will be held SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 11 at the Twin City Bank Building in North Little Rock at 2 PM.
The program will be given by our president Peter Smykla and will be
slides of railroads gone but not forgotten. Also, he is asking that the
person who volunteered to give the November program to please contact
him again. His address is above. (We can all also discuss the fun time
we will have on the Fordyce-Monticello excursion). Last month we had
over 50 present...let's keep up that attendance.

REWS updated through September 19; ARKANSAS RAILROADER mailed September 23.

(ARKANSAS RAIL NEWS begins on Page 9)
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THE MISSOURI PACIFIC RAN BUSES, T00

In the mid-1970s the Missouri Pacific was
operating about 7,500 miles of railroad. If we
include the affiliates Texas & Pacific, International
Great Northern, and Gulf Coast Lines, there were
more than 10,000 miles in the rail system. The
MOP was proudly known as a Service Institution.

Very little mention has been made of the MOP's
subsidiary highway bus system. It was formed
to meet the competition in passenger transportation.
By the end of 1929 there were. more than 4,000
miles in the system. This mileage was increased
significantly in the following years by acquisition
of, and association with, other lines.

During the 1920s there began a period of extensive
highway construction and improvement. This system
of public roads was quickly appropriated by trucking
companies, and then bus companies began using
the highways to compete with passenger trains.

The Missouri Pacific, as well as other railroads
suffered serious deterioration of passenger traffic
in the 1920s. Between 1920 and 1927 the MOP had
a 30 percent loss of passenger revenues. Better
highways produced a great increase in the growth
of buses and private automobiles. Paying customers
were riding buses on highways running parallel
to railroads.

by: Gene Hull

The first buses were rather crude, small,
and uncomfortable, and the long-haul rail passenger
business wasn't adversely affected. The buses,
at first, were adversaries of the local passenger
trains between every Hicksville and Podunk in
the country. The MOP responded by putting on
a: second local passenger train and and daily
rail-motor car between Sedalia and Jefferson
City 15 Jure 1925, The slowest train made the
run 30 minules quicker than the bus. On the farthest
west -egment of the MOP people were wanting more
frequent service, but they didn't get a train.
Aicontract was signed with San Isabel Transportation
Company to run one bus a day between Ordway,
Colorado and Pueblo, beginning 4 April 1927.
Thus entered the bus,

As the 1920s progressed bus lines did also.
In September 1928 the ‘MISSOURI PACIFIC TRANSPORTA-
TION COMPANY was formed at Little Rock, Arkansas,
with Paul J. Neff, assistant to the president
of the railroad, as president and general manager
of the new company. There was a question about
the legality and propriety of the MOP operating
buses parallel to its rail lines, but no action
ever was taken.

Tne Missouri Pacific Transportation Compary
promptly purchased 16 independent bus lines,
which competed with wvarious passenger trains

in Arkansas and south Texas. A line was established
between Kansas City and Joplin to replace one
of four daily passenger trains. By February 1929
there were 125 buses running on 1800 miles of
highway.

Of the acquired bus lines the Smith Arkansas
Traveler Company was the largest. Wilbur A.
Smith started a taxi service in Little Rock in
1913, and in 1923 he began a bus line service
between Little Rock and Pine with a White #utn
and a Hudsen touring car. This was the GSmith
Stage Lines. By 1928 it was Smith Arkansas Traveler



Co., and there were six routes of 600 miles, from
Little Rock to Bald Knob, Fort Smith, Forrest
City, McGehee, Hot Springs, and El Dorado. The
Missouri Pacific bought it 12 December 1928, and
it became the basis of the operation in Arkansas.

The following bus lines were also acquired:

1. C.M. Rankin Russellville-Morrilton-25 miles

11-19-1928

2. Scofield Motor Coach Line West Plains-Poplar
Bluff-Cairo-200 miles 12-1-1928

3, C. B, Johnson Fort Smith-Russellville-90 miles
12-3-1928
Fort Smith-Paris-44 miles 12-3-1928

4. Walden Bus Lines Little Rock-Texarkana-165 miles
12-28-1928

5. Black Diamond Line
Valley Bus Line
1-18-1929

6. C. A. Neitert
Glenn Milam Brownsville-Purt Isabel-45 miles

1-18-1929

Brownsville-Mission-70 miles

7. Dixie Bus Line Raymondville-5azn Benito-30 miles

1-18-1929

8. E. C. Tuseth
1-18-1922

9, Blue Border Bus Co.
1-18-1929

10. White Star Line Houston-Angleton-Freeport-66
miles 2-14-1929
Angleton-West Columbia-25 miles

San Benito-Port Isabel-25 miles

Corpus Christi-McAllen-160 m

2-14-1929

11. Travelers Transit Line Memphis-Wynne-Bald Knob-
25 miles 3-26-1929

Memphis-Forrest City-35 miles 3-26-1929

12. Conerly Line Helena-Brinkley-60 miles 1929

The Missouri Pacific Transportation Co. wanted
to protect more of the railroad territory, so
the Little Rock-Bald Knob route was extended across
the Missouri border to Poplar Bluff on 7 March
1929 to Join the east-west route from Scofield.
St. Louis was reached 23 July 1929. In March 15929
the MPT bought Capitol S5tage Line between Kansas
City and St. Louils via Sedalia and Jefferson City,
285 miles. The company bought 20 new parlor type
buses seating 21 passengers, and they were delivered
in May 1929.

By 1929 the railroad main line was paralleled
by bus service between St. Louis, Mo. and Texarkana,
Texas, 515 miles. The bus company then began com-
peting with minor rail lines in Kansas and Nebraska.
Two MOP passenger trains were discontinued between
Kansas City and Omaha in 1930. However, in Missouri
the Public Service Commission refused to allow
buses to replace trains between Kansas City and

Joplin.

The first bus timetable was Iissued 1 April
1929. The second one was dated 9 June 1929, and
showed 25 routes with 2,800 miles. By 1 September
a third timetable came out with 32 routes of 3,300
miles. During the summer of '29 the company ordered
43 new buses. P. J. Neff said the new 2l-passenger
buses cost 17 cents a mile to operate - transporta-
tion 4% cents; maintenance 44 cents, decreciation
3 cents; fuel 2 cents; administrative and general

expenses 2 cents;
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and taxes 1 cent. Very soon
company was running larger buses with fewer
:#emands for doubleheading.

There soon was expansion of routes in south
kansas and in Louisiana. On 12 February 1929

Rainbow Stages Co. was purchased to extend
e Little Rock-McGehee 1ine to Mer Rouge, La. .
n the entire north-south main route was in
ration, east-west feeder lines began to parallel
ightly used rail 1ines. Buses were running the
tes of Warren-Dermott-Halley and Crossett-Lake
illage. A part of the Mathis Bus Line from Poca-
ntas to Wynne through Jonesboro was bought

7 March 1929 to clear a gap in the spider
) network,

The Motor Transportation Company was acquired
2 PApril 1929 to extend service from Monroe to
tehez and  from McGehee through Tallulah to
{tah{a? The: route from Little Rock to E1l Dorado
s stretched to Huttig in August 1929, and then

0 Monroe, louisiana. By the end of 1929 Missouri
acific Trunsportation Co. was running more than
nf bus routes.
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Buses began competing with mainline trains Pueblo Motor Way. These two bus affiliates were

beyond Texarkana into Texas, when the MPT bought connected to the Missouri Pacific bus system
route rights from South Texas Coaches between on 12 May 1935 by a 600-mile extension from Pueblo
Texarkana and Marshall, and from Bee Line Coach, to Kansas City. A rail motor car was replaced
Inc., between Marshall and Palestine. Through west! of Hoisington.

service began 1 July 1930 between Memphis and
Palestine. Bus schedules permitted passengers
to make connections with MOP trains at Palestine
for Houston, Corpus Christi, and Laredo.

The Interstate Commerce Commission assumed
requlatory authority over interstate bus lines,
and | rapid, wildcat expansion was halted. The
new | regulations said railroad-owned bus lines

In the spring of 1930 a new route was begun had to assist in the development of the railroad's
from Joplin to Hollister, and extended to the passenger service. Greyhound was a separate entity,
Little Rock-St. Louis line at Newport the next and had a far-reaching advantage. Railroad-owned
year. Acquisitions permitted service between St. bus lines could not expand into Greyhound territory.

Louis and Dallas. Cooperative interchanges between
Missouri Pacific Transportation Co. and other
bus lines allowed all-expense bus tours all over
the country.

In self defense the western rail-owned bus
lines formed the National Trailways Bus System
in  MNovember 1935. Although there were several
larger bus companies in the organization, such

The Missouri Pacific and Burlington railroads as the Santa Fe and Burlington, P. J. Neff of
were part owners of Denver & Rio Grande Western, the IMissouri Pacific played the principal role
which owned the Rio Grande Motor Way bus company. in fporming the voluntary organization and setting
The D&RGW and CB&Q contrelled the Colorado & Southern the |policies. Bus lines east of Chicago were

Railway, which owned the Denver-Colorado Springs- encouraged to join.

Mcssound Pacific Thailways bus destined for Little Rock in the fate 1930s. (Awthon's
collection)
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The MPT acquired two little lines in 1936,
one in Arkansas and the other in Missouri. The
Paris-Dardanelle-Russellville route of the Dardanelle
Transfer Co. was a subsidiary of the Dardanelle
& Russellville Railroad. The White Line G5tage
route was between Kansas City and Lexington.

In 1948 the Missouri Pacific railroad was in
receivership, and the officials decided the bus
line needed a better source of passengers al large
cities. So, they left the Trailways system. The
red buses were painted blue to match the new EAGLE
trains, and the company became the Missouri Pacific
Bus Lines. To make the greatest possible number
of buses and raill connections, the MOP huses began
using Greyhound terminals.
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| As the railroad's passenger business began
to dwindle, the decision was made tou sell the
bus lines., Most major railroads had already done
this. Several minor MOP routes were sold in late
1956. Then, on 1 January 1957, the Missouri Pacific
Bus Lines was sold to a Dallas real estate investor
named Trammell Crow. He changed the name to Midwest

Buslines.

Thus, we see the Missouri Pacific delivered
passengers along a great portion of the pation's
system of highways for 28 years. The Missouri
Pacific has been consumed by the Union Pacific,
and the Continental Trailways, the old MOP associa-
tion, is teing gobbled up by Greyhound. The old
order fadeth away.

NOTE - The above story was taken from
information in the October 1976 issue of
MOTOR COACH AGE, Vol. 18, No. 10.

The map and timetables are from
Missouri Pacific Transportion Company
ftimrrtable dated 22 July 1930.




As T was exploning the ghost town of Fonesten, Ankansas in Novemben 1985 seanching
forn traces of an abandoned Logging railroad, 1 stumblfed onto an old grave yard in the
weeds. Just as 1 did, a rustling noise was heand in the distance. As 1 tunned to see
what was happening, 1 saw this scene. The nustling noise was now getting veny close
and I could see the trnees swaying and the clouds darkening. It was a very spooky
feeling, being thene alone with no othen Live human within 15 miles.

Soon the wind gusted grnom the nonth and a few spninkles of naif pelted the dry
eanth. A strong cold gront was making its way through the forest, a hanbingen of the
dtant of another Arkansas winten. Knowing full well that the rustling noise was only
the wind <in the trees, 1 still made haste to get out of there. (Ken Ziegenbein)

HAPPY HALLOWEEN!




The fnst quantet of 40 new Locomotives, purnchased in Aprnil, 1987 from Genenal
Electnie of Ende, Pennsylvania by SOUTHERN PACIFIC, anndived on SP's St. Louis
Southwestenn (Cotton Belt) subsidiany at the mailrnoad's East St. Louis, ILLinods
facility August 17 and werne initially used on the company's gamed "Blue Strneak"
gast freight gnom East St. Louis to Los Angeles that day. The engines passed
through Kansas City the monning of August 18, providing powen fon the "Blue
Streak."

Southern Pacific will be necedving gourn on five of the new Locomotives weekly
until the delivery s completed. In addition, SP has punchased 20 othen Locomotives,
with an option on the punchase of 20 mone, fram Genenal Motor's Efectro Motive
Division at LaGrange, 1LLinois. These engines will be delivened duning the §inst
quanten of 1988.

The new GE engines, each costing more than lone million dollans, arne B39-8§ undits,
able to genenate 3,900 honsepowen apiece, with a fuel capacity of 3,600 gallons.
(Jim Johnson photo, Manager of Public Relations of the Coiton Belt Railway 4in
Kansas City, Kansas)
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TRAIN CROSSINGS DESERVE RESPECT

(The following was written to the editor of SOUTHERN
PACIFIC BULLETIN by Nadine Cook, a daughter of an
SP employee):

Editor:
»++1 was raised in Tracy, a railroad town and came
from a railroad family...When I was a kid, my father
would come home| and couldn't sleep because his train
hit a car...My father, as a conductor for the railroad,
cried many nights for these families and their children.
My brothers and | I were taught to respect these gentle
giants of the tracks at an early age, and that trains
and crossings 4are to be respected no matter if on
a well-driven Bstreet or some back road crossing.
Protect your family and loved ones, teach them, educate
PEOPLE RARELY SUCCEED AT ANYTHING them on trains Iand crossings, and tﬁey wiyl grow
UNLESS THEY HAVE FUN DOING IT. up to be responsible adults and to enjoy trains and
seeing them as |part of our past and future history.




ARKANSAS RAIL NEWS

ROCK ISLAND'S ARGENTA DEPOT MAY BE RESTORED - (North Little Rock) -

The North Little Rock History Commission| may restore the vandal-ravaged
weather-worn Rock Island depot in North Little Rock. Chairman Frank
White said the Commission would like community groups to help restore
the structure as a museum. The old depot| has abandoned shopping carts,
rags, bottles and remnants of a civic club's conversion of the depot to
a Halloween spook house lying around. Vandals have shattered large
sections of the tiled roof (see picture below).

s

The ofd Rock Island Angenta depot in Nonth Little Rock as seen Looking east on Sep-
Lembern 1, 1987. Notice the shopping cants/funk in §ront of the station, Legt by
thansients. The gormen Rock Tsland main Line (Sunbelt Route) is the §inst tnack o the
Legt and 45 now owned by Union Pacific. Back 4in 1930, westbound Rock Island #603
stopped here at 11:20 4in the morning. (Ken Ziegembein photo)

AMTRAK TO KEEP DAY MAN AT LITTLE ROCK - DAILY OPERATIONS POSSIBLE -
(Little Rock) - The "Eagle" may become daily at the end of October if
rumors hold true and the day shift at the Little Rock station will be
kept on. This was all made possible be the fact that the proposed new
Amtrak service between Meridian, Mississippi and Fort Worth via Monroe,
Louisiana and Shreveport has fallen throdgh. It seems that Amtrak lost
the bid to haul mail on the new proposed train, thus it was killed.

Hopefully, if the "Eagle" becomes daily, |it could also haul mail.

AMTRAK TO HOLD OPEN HOUSE - (Little Rock) - Amtrak will have an
equipment display at Union Station in Little Rock Friday, September

25 beginning at 11:00 A.M. and lasting until 7 P.M. The display will
feature an F40 Amtrak engine, baggage/codch, Superliner coach, Super-
liner sleeper, Superliner diner and a former Santa Fe High-Level Lounge
(all the regular equipment on the "Eagle" which now comes through
Little Rock three times per week. Hats and balloons will be given away.
Come see some really nice equipement...and MODERN, too.




"END OF THE LINE"™ - THE MOVIE - As most of you know, the movie filmed
in Arkansas called "End Of The Line" opened in Little Rock on August 26
at the Cinema 150. Mary Steenburgen, a star of the movie, plus many
other attended the premier showing. The movie has a brief scene in it
showing the SSW 819 in Pine Bluff and some of our club members were
"extras". Reviews were mixed, but mostly negative, including a scathing
letter to the editor of the ARKANSAS GAZETTE by club member Gene Hull
decrying .the poor treatment of Arkansas and railroads and the use of
dirty language. However, others, including 7. D. Davis (819 engineer)
and myself didn't think it was that bad. Of course, no one would steal
an engine and make it all the way to Chicago, but neither are the
flying scenes in "Top Gun" realistiec to air travel. It wasn't supposed
to be a documentary movie about railroads, or for that matter, it
wasn't supposed to be a documentary on how great Arkansas is, either.
1t was a MOVIE and movies are NEVER realistic. I'm sure some small
towns in Arkansas are pretty close to how "End Of The Line" depicted
them, and could be said of almost any |small town across the South,

The language? Of course some of it was rough, but have you been to a
rail yard lately? Also, anyone having been to a PG, PG-13 or R rated
movie in the last 15 years would realize that language in this movie
was tame by comparison. So there's a second opinion - that's what makes
the world go round. Anyway, the movie won't be released anywhere but
Arkansas unless it does well here,.

LOUISIANA & NORTH WEST F-UNIT IDENTIFIED - (Magnolia) - The F-Unit
sold recently by the L&NW Railroad wasl originally Western Pacific 805A.
An FP7A, b/n 9004, b/d January 1950, it was traded to GE in August
1972 on a U23B order. It was the last WP unit to carry a passenger
number and was used on the "California Zephyr". It was resold to
Wellsville, Addison and Galeton #49 and then to L&NW #49. It was
purchased from L&NW by Mountain Diesel Transportation on behalf of the
Feather River Society and has been shipped to the Society's Portola
Railroad Museum (50 miles north of Truckee, California) for restoration.
The unit has been seen in Portola by member C. Martin Lofton, Jr.
of Salinas, California. He says it still carried the faded L&NW paint.
He also says the museum has other nice rolling stock, including a 2-6-2
Baldwin they are rebuilding for a logging road, and an FA-1 belonging
to the Alaska Railroad. (Thanks to Joe & Joanne Magruder of Sacramento,
California and C. Martin Lofton, Jr. of Salinas, California)

EX-ROCK ISLAND CAR FOR SALE - (El Dorado) - Bruce Nelson has an ex-Rock
Island Club Dining car build in 1939 by Budd for sale. It is sitting

on the track at El Dorado. If anyone is interested in buying it, write
to Bruce Nelson, 1141 N Magnolia Dr., El Dorado, AR 71730. Mr. Nelson
has owned this car for 14 years.

CORRECTION - It was said in the September RAILROADER that a Pine Bluff
dealer bought a white RS5-3 from the defunct Louisiana Midland and was
having it scrapped. That is not so. Club president Peter Smykla was
the one buying the engine and it is NOT being scrapped.

THANKS to Leon W. Enderlin of Manchester, CT for the brochures on
various railroads in the northeast. We haven't determined where the
roundtable with the apparently B&0 diesels was.

ADVANCE NOTICE of the Arkansas Railroad Club's RAILROADIANA Show &
Sale to be held on Saturday, March 26, 1988 in North Little Rock.
Keep this date in mind.

FORREST CITY CLOSES RAILROAD OVERPASS - (Forrest City) - Forrest Street
overpass which crosses the Southern Pacific in Forrest City has fallen
into disrepair and become dangerous. The bridge is owned by SP. Forrest
City mayor Ferguson said they have contacted SP numerous times over the
past couple of years about repairing the bridge, but no response. The
bridge is narrow and has a 90-degree turn in it. The SP (ex-Rock Island
"Sunbelt Line") runs east-west through!/ Forrest City. (HUGHES STAR
HERALD, August 20, 1987)

TWENTY NEW SP LOCOMOTIVES TO CALL PINE BLUFF HOME - (Pine Bluff) -
Twenty of 40 computerized GE locomotives ordered recently by SP will

be maintained and serviced by the Pine Bluff Division of the Cotton
Belt. The microprocessor-equipped B39 locomotives are designed to be

7 percent more fuel efficient than any|currently in the SP fleet.
Twenty of the units will have "Pine Bluff" painted on them, but they'll
be used all over the system (see photo|on page 8). (ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT,
Randy Tardy, August 20, 1987)




JURY RETURNED MILLION DOLLAR VERDICT J (Branch) - A Greenwood, Arkansas
Jury returned a verdict in favor of Bettie Mackey for $550,000. The
case started three years ago when Cleo%Mackey, Sr. died from injuries

in a railroad crossing collision near ranch, Arkansas. Defendants,
Missouri Pacific and Union Pacific denied any liability in the death.
However, attorney for the widow, Bettik Mackey, claimed that the
accident would never have happened if the railroad had kept its 100
feet right of way cleared of trees and| brush which was high enough

to hide the locomotive as it approached the crossing. Arkansas law
provides that all railroads must keep kheir right of ways clear of
grass, shrubs, trees and brush that may obstruct a motorist's view of
approaching trains at a crossing. fhe railioad indicated that it would
appeal the verdict to the Arkansas SupFemc Court. (CHARLESTON EXPRESS,
September 3) I

1

TRAINS THAT RUN BOTH ON RAILS, ROADS COMING SOON TO ARKANSAS - Little
Rock) - Trains with equipment designed|to operate both on rails and
highways soon will be appearing regularly on Union Pacific tracks in
Arkansas, UP spokesman Tim Hogan said ugust 31. Scheduled to debut
this Fall, the "Mark V RoadRailer" fre ghts will give UP a faster 26-
hour service in the Chicago-Dallas market. The freights will be operated
by a two-man crew, an engineer and a cénductor. Upon arrival at a
terminal, the trailers will be driven way and leave their railroad
wheel assemblies at the yard. No cranes or ramps are needed. By
eliminating flatcars usually needed tolhaul trailers, the concept will
reduce the loaded weight of the vehiclés by 50 percent. The weight
reduction and improved aerodynamics aré expected to save money on
locomotives, fuel and maintenance. UP has ordered 175 RoadRailer truck
trailers and 100 specialized wheel assemblies. A

(Editor's Note: Working for the National Weather Service and seeing .
lots of wind damage to house trailers dnd trucks blown over on highways,
and also seeing a picture of the RoadRgilers, they appear to be VETY
susceptable to being blown off the tragks by wind gusts of 50 MPH or
more, especially when combined with mojing at 60 MPH. Perhaps this
should be taken into account before moving one of these trains through
a severe thunderstorm). (ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT, Randy Tardy, September 1)

GENERAL RAIL NEWS

$110 MILLION ORDER BY UP - Union Pacific has placed a $110 million order
for 100 new diesel engines. Seventy-fivie of the locomotives will be
built by GE and will be 4,000 HP DASH 8-40C moudels. The other 25 will

be built by EMD of GM and will be SD&D 3,800 HP engines. (THE SENTINEL
RECORD, HOT SPRINGS, August 24)

SOUTHERN PACIFIC TO BE DEFINATELY SOLD Santa Fe Southern Pacific Corp.
sald Septemer 4 it intends to divest itself of Southern Pacific and
outlined three possible ways of doing it. The final divesture plan
could be submitted to the ICC by November and if possible, implemented
by the end of the year. SFSP outlined these three divestiture plans:

1) The sale of SP's rail operations in their entirety to a railroad,
a non-carrier or an employee group. |

2) The spin-off of SP shares to SFSP|stockholders. SP would then
become an independent, publicly-held co#poration with stock traded on
the open market. |

'3) The sale of SP on a segmented basis. It would be the sale of
several major segments to different railroad companies. SFSP said it
held prelimipary discussions with potential buyers of such segments --
including the Denver & Rio Grande Western and the Kansas City Southern.

Here is the chronology of the SPSF m rger case so far:

DECEMBER 23, 1983 - SFSP created when Southern Pacific Company and
Santa Fe Industries merge. i :
MARCH 23, 1984 - Application filed with ICC to merge rail lines.,
JULY 24, 1986 - ICC votes 4-1 to reject the merger because of anti-
competitive reasons. ]
MARCH 5, 1987 - SFSP asks the ICC to|reconsider its earlier decision
rejecting the merger after reaching aggrements with rail competitors.
JUNE 30, 1987 -~ ICC votes 4-1 against reopening the hearings and

directs SFSP to submit a divesture plan|within 90 days.

(SP UPDATE and July/August SOUTHERN PACIFIC BULLETIN)

SP_EMPLOYMENT DOWN - As of July 1987, tdtal Southern Pacific employees
were down to 26,308 compared with 28,490 in July 1986, a 7.7% drop.

“ g




NOTE - The following letter is from William Harris of 22 Houser Court in Lincoln,
I1linois 62656, an Arkansas Railroad Club member. It does not represent the
views of the Arkansas Railroad Club necessarily, nor does it represent the
views of your editor. With that in mind, here is:

OF STEAM FANS AND OTHER THINGS
== |

I would say the steam railfan was stuck witq the "disease'" shortly after he or she
viewed for the first time a smoking steam-spouting noisy Tom Thumb or some of the other
locos of these early days. Needless to say, liké many other diseases, some good, some
bad, have infected some of us to present day.

I will say (with great satisfaction) due tolthis disease, the steam locomotive,
gince the invention of the camera, has heen ca&ght in photos, movies and now on video
tapes. This of course has also been supplementéd by a few miles of audio tapes of steam
loco sounds. For this the afflicted can give thanks. We suffer also from the likes of
Fred Jukes, R. J. Foster, Wesley Kramkeck, C. W. Clegg, Winston O. Link, and a few
thousand more suffers. |

There has been many library filling volumes|of facts, prose and even poetry written
about this machine. The late Lucius Beebe could become very eloguent in the description
of a 3-car local passenger train pulled by a 50-year old 4-6-0 to a place with an
unlikely name of Camp Stool Wyo. I would say Mr. Beebe was a William Shakespeare, not
of English literature, but of the steam loco. {

In the early 1950s, the shadow of Mr. D's machine began to deepen over the U.S.A.'s
railroad systems. I do not need to use great détail here (as far as the steam fan of
that era goes). We saw the rusty scrap lines of stored steam locos at terminals and
the "funeral trains” of same. We also chased spme 'ghosts” now and then, maybe on hope,
maybe or rumors. In the above events, the manyTtimes we chased turned out to be truly
"ghosts," -

Somehow the "disease" in mid-year of 1987 s%ems alive and well. Lest other railfans
(other than steam) feel slighted, I will hasten to give this group a well deserved
accolade for their recording of Mr. D's machinzs, trolley railways, stations, signals,
railroad structures, and the like. This group has an excellent record as well as we
steam fans. I've even photographed a few Diesels myself. I try to stick to a subject
I know (a little at least) about.

The following are from some observations I'&e experiecnced in the years from 1962 to
present time on steam fans. Dear reader: please remember I'm not an expert in these
observations, they are flawed, ['m sure. If I were an expert, few groups could afford
the luxury of paying my salary (I wish). !

T would like to say here and now the steam fan and Dicsel railfans in this country
are a powerful force in the past and present—dby scheme of rail equipment restoration,
preservation and even operation. Without railfans, much historical artifacts would have
been lost forever. Much of this material was thrown out of railroad offices, burned or
gsent to the city dump. Much of this was done for the sake of space, efficiency, neat-
ness and old "familiarity breeds contempt" bit. I can understand this from a private
standpoint. After all, wny do we have spring cleaning and garage sales?

So I cannot fault the "housecleaners". T truly believe, however, today we can
thank our steam and railfans for the present operation of steam locos on quite a few
railroad museums across the U.S.A. Remember in|the past 25 years only two Class I
railroads have seen fit to overhaul, maintain and operate steam locos on their own
rails (usually) for the steam fan and railfan.

In June of 1987 the future of steam operatipns on these two railroads are clouded by
retirement of personnel sympathetic to steam operations. In our future we can expect
to see this type of operation on privately owned operations. I have in my possession
a letter from a Class I railroad president addressed to me trying to explain to me,
why it was not practical to continue steam fan| trips on his railroad. He cited to me
a few reasons as to why the continuation of wag impossible.

First: crews are hard to find to operate steam. Second: the steam loco is slow of
speed and we can't have them delaying our ultra fast railroad. Thirdly: your claim of
creating favorable publicity for our railroad is of no value in our case.

A year or so back, I chuckled with glee as F read where this same gent was to resign
from a certain farm implement company that went bankrupt. His letter incidently was
written in 1965. l

|

Mr. Adams the "Moves of Ignorance" were not| (unfortunately) confined to your road

100 percent. Some steam fans I've met had a few quirks here and there that were not

of the most desirable traits. Let us meet a few of these I've met.
|



First of all there is the "know it all." He knows why the 4501 on Norfolk Southern
won't run in '87. Also the person(s) at fault. Second, we have the fan who practices
oneupmanship on all they meet. The dialogue goes like this: "I got to ride the cab,
fire, operate the airbrakes, blow the whistle and even run ol' No. so and so last
September '85, The sneak thief, never really kdown at the time, steals all that can
be carried off the property, hopes to sell stolen items at 1003 profit or more. This
person is not a railfan but a thief by any name. Tt has been my good fortune to have
(not knowingly) met any of these low types. '

Now we come to the real moving force of railfandom. This is our main group. These
individuals will donate time, money, work long lhours, chipping paint, buck boiler
stay bolts, turn rust welded bolts, nuts and pipe fittings and all other tasks that
must be done to restore a steam locomotive. |

A group working at Kirkwood, Missouri at the Museum of Transport to restore
ex-Frisco 4~8-2 No. 1522 impresses me greatly. [In the past 2 years using the jack and
block method, this group (working under a fiberplass roof only) have re-flued the
boiler, removed the lead trucks, drive wheel axles, driving boxes, rods, pistons,
valves, lubricator and other parts for restoration (trailing truck also). I was there
in October 1986. I'm sure they've done much more since then. All this has been
accomplished under the directions of a retired Frisco loco shopman. I will bet my
last cent they will do this job 1007 within 8 months from this date (9-5-87)!

They hope to run the 1522 and a passenger cohsist on trips from the Museum rails

via U.P. lines to St. Louis Union Station and return. Now I won't bet 5 cents that
this faithful hard working group will ever see FI522 make one run to Union Station.

We've heard a lot about liability insurance Lnd its' high premiums thses days.
I'm surely thankful to God these extremely high| liability insurance rates at the
start of World War II were not known then! Wouldn't we have been in dire straits?

Well, I'll move on to some more of my less than favorite rail fans. Don't get me
wrong, "Rail brass" in many cases have been of great help to steam fans. In some
instances on this subject, I'm reminded of my Ame days of long ago when we always
had the "10%7 who didn't get the word."

This particular official is not averse to using his high post of authority to grab
a bit of glory on a steam run. He may also use $ame to provide a cab ride for grand-
son, granddaughter or both. After all, this could be the only one they'll ever get.
In many cases he could thank a lot of steam fans, who couldn't even buy a ride on
the consist behind. i

I'm always awed by the number of people I seé in the cabs of steam movements
over common carrier railroads today. First of ail you have the engineer and fireman
plus the road foreman and engines, a pilot engiﬁeer. All the above are needed for
safety's sake I suppose. Now comes the trainmaster, the roadmaster plus one or two
more lesser officials from a division point and lyou have a crowd!

I ask myself (privately) how many of these “ﬁodies" in that cab are really needed
for safe and sane operation?? I can recall in yﬁars past how many runs were made
in steam with only 2 enginmen in the cab. |

My last and least favorite type of "so called" steam fan is the politicians. I will
refer to these souls, from here on as politicos{ These folk will (in at least a few
cases) not hesitate to be seen of the public and voters. Well, one of the cheapest
ways to do this is to ride on a train pulled byja steam loco. After all, the crowd
is already there. The politico in question is granted a free ride by "rail brass",
gets some visibility and is usually happy to have done so.

In the meantime, the true steam fan is lost %omewhere in all the celebration and
dedication. I can only wonder at this. How did your day go friend?? Maybe it is time
the railfans re-evaluated their situation. Perhaps 75,000 or so of us rail fans
should get together, organize a company in 3 to $400 each and buy a 10 to 15 mile or
so stretch of rail line up for abandonment and r?store a steam locomotive on this
property so it will have rails to run over. It would not work anyway!

Eastern rail fans would want the line in the Fast.‘ﬂther fans would want it in
their area! So it goes fans, so it goes. [

The future for steam powered fan trips over ohr Class T railroads for 1988 on?
I'm not a crepe hanger, but I do fancy myself as’a realist. Fan trips over these
roads are very "iffy" I would guess. No, the serviceable steam locos will not be
sold or scrapped (donated again maybe). They will still be used for runs that will
carry an elite group of greats and near-greats " y invitation only." When rail
passenger cars on these existing lines need repajir, they'll hit the scrap line or
be sold to Mexico. A few will be retained for "elite" trips no more. I will also
predict Pine Bluff Arkansas's 819 or SSW's 819, whichever is correct (maybe neither),
will never pull a steam fan trip. I would love tb be wrong on this! (I wish)




The Cotton Belt Railway Historical Society will see a decline in membership in
1988. I would like to be wrong on this also. ‘

I would guess my rambling recollections have nettled a few readers. Oh yes, perhaps
bored many also. For the boring I sincerely apologize. I do sincerely feel the
"yolunteer" rail (steam) fan worker has been "spld short" in far too many instances
by "rail brass", "opportunists" (glory grabbers). This includes politicos, "great and

near greats."

Many of these volunteers feel the same sense of outrage that I do. I can state
this since I owe none of the above listed anythling but my good will, no more. Maybe
its high time someone spoke up for the infantrymen of many steam loco restorations
in the past years.

I recall an old Army refrain from somewhere |in the past that is an apt description
of the volunteer steam fan laborers. It goessukmthing like this: "The privates
get all the mud and the blood and the Generals §et the glory." Does this seem Loo
familiar?

1 recall an April in 1963 at Stearns, Kentucky. A friend and I had driven 4% hours
to get my first view of Kentucky & Tennessee's No. 12 Nee- ex-Southern Railway #4501
in real revenue service at Stearns, Kentucky. is would be my first view of a steam
loco in revenue service since 1959.

On this 20 minute run a crew of five men did the honors. I would, on this date,
meet all of the train crew. Later on in my visits I would learn to know the names
of each and they knew mine. I would visit the K&T for 6 more times, in the all too
short following months. Somehow one ghost bhecame real. It was an occasion I'll
remember from time to time, with joy.

At present as I watch the proliferation of I8-wheelers (and more) on our Interstates
and local and state highway systems, I've become alarmed. I hear of many airports
that are over-crowded, near misses and delays. |I also hear the Russians have put
their warheads on rail cars for quick movements. In the meantime many U.S. rails
grow rusty, or are abandoned and sold for scrap.

I'11l leave you with this query. Can the U.S%A. afford this luxury? My answer to
this is a positive No!

WILLIAM E. qARRIS

(Editor's note: If anyone would like to respond to this or send letters to the
ARKANSAS RAILROADER, go ahead and do so. 1'll jndeavor to print them, space permitting.
However, I do ask one favor. Please try to keep your letters relatively short. This
one was 12 hand-written pages long, or 2% typejwritten pages. If possible, any

letters like this please try to keep to 4 handqwritten pages or a half type-written

page long. Paper, copying, mailing is expensiveé. Thanks.)

i
FALL 1987 NORFOLK SOUTHERN STEAM EXCURSION SCHEDULE

I
reFrinted from NRHS: NEWS

October 10 «..es... Hagerstown MD to Luray VA & regurn. [Wincheater—NRES] Pls.
October 10-11 ..... Birmingham Ala to Chattanooga Tenn., [Heart of Dixie—NRHSi 1218.

[Hey, Jensen! Your schedule ddesn't say RT or OW; we assume two trips].
October 17-18 ..... Chattanooga Tenn to Crossville |Tenn & return. [TVRM] 1218.

[Editor's note: This is a lovely trip - you might want to ride both days!]
October 17 «e«+..... Roanoke Va to Abingdon VA & refurn. [Ro&noke-NRHB FPTs.
October 18 ........ Koanoke Va to Appomattox Va & return [same bunch!] FP7s.
October 24-25 ..... Chattanooga Tenn to Crossville Tenn & return. [TVRM| Diesel.
October 24 ........ Asheville NC to Hickory NC & return. [Asheville-NRHS] FP7s.
October 25 ........ Asheville NC to Bulls Gap Tenn|& return. [same good group!] FPIs.
October 31 ........ Atlanta Ga to Toccoa Ga & return. [Atlunta-NRBS 1218.

November 1 ........ Atlanta Ga to Chattanooga Tenn |& return. [At],anta—N'RHS again!] 1218.
November 7 ...s..«s One more time! ] ;
November 8 ........ Atlantas Ga to Togcoa Ga & return. [Atlanta-NRHS] 1218.

November 14-15 .... Jacksonville Fla to Valdosta Ga & return. [North Florida—NBHS] 1218.
November 21-22 .... Two more times! T _ .




The Arkansas Railroad Club is a non-profit érganization that meets once a month
on the second Sunday of the month. This month's meeting place is listed under the
"PROGRAM" notice elsewhere in this publication. We are a chapter of the National R il
Historical Society. 5 ; ' T T

The ARKANSAS RAILROADER is the monthly publication of the Arkansas Railroad Club and
is generally mailed in time to be received before the monthly méetings. In order to
receive this monthly newsletter, you must be a member of the Arkansas Railroad Club,
Current dues are $10/year for Arkansas residents and $7.50/year for out-of-state. The
publication is mailed to all members automatically.

If you'd like to join, send your check made payable to the Arkansas Railroad Club to
the club's treasurer: Dick Byrd, 12 Flintwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72207. You may also
join the National Railway Historical Society through our club by paying $9/year more.

Editor of the ARKANSAS RAILROADER is Ken Ziegenbein. EVERYTHING having to do with
the ARKANSAS RAILROADER should be sent to the address below (including stories pictures
diagrams, news, address changes, etc.): i : ;

KEN ZIEGENBEIN
905 VALERIE DRIVE
NORTH LITTLE ROCK, AR 72118

Phone: (501)"7%8~I340

JOIN THE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB

Dues are §10/year for Arkansas residents and| $7.50/year for out-of-state. Dues are
for calendar years January through December, so|if you pay in the middle of the year,
please prorate the payments (for instance, if you pay in June, pay only $5.00 for the
rest of that year). Dues are always due January| Ist of each year. You may also join
National Railway Historical Society through thelclub by paying $9.00 additional per
year (total payment for Arkansas residents $19.00).

Membership entitles you to receive the ARKANSAS RAILROADER for the term of your
membership. It is published monthly. Z

[} rENEWAL [J vew mEMBER [[] cuance or aporess

YOUR NAME

YOUR ADDRESS X

|
CITY STATE ZIP

TELEPHONE NUMBER ( )

Make your check out to the "Arkansas Railroad For Change of Address or other
Club" and mail to: ' concerns about the ARKANSAS

; RATLROADER, write to this address:
Dick Byrd, Treasurer | —_——
12 Flintwood Drive ' Ken Ziegenbein, Editor
Little Rock, Arkansas 72207 ! 905 Valerie Drive
' - North Little Rock, AR 72118
(NOTE: This address for dues only) MG 1

WELCOME ABOARD! !}
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AMTRAK EQUIPMENT DISPLAY

DATE: Friday, September 25 from 11:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.
PLACE: AMTRAK Union Station, Markham & Victory, Little Rock

CONSIST: AMTRAK F40Q engine, Baggage/Coach, Superliner
Coach (above), Supcrliner Sleeper, Superliner
Diner and|a former Santa Fe Hi-Level Lounge car.

FREE: Hats, balloofns, and knowledge of just how modern
passenger travel is today. Come see for yourself!!

ARKANSAS RAILROADER NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
c/o Ken Ziegenbein, Editor U.S. POSTAGE PAID
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