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KansasCity Southem's
Southern
Belle wassitlillgnexlto the DeQueen
andEastem'sl00s anniversary
specialtrainon
DQ&E'stracksin DeQueen,
Arkansas,
September
30, 2000.TheArkansasRailroadClub andSouthemAppalachia
RailwayMuseumhelpedsponsor
thespecialDQ&E trips September
29, 30 andOctoberI . (Ken7-ie
genbein. gi t.l photo)

Herearca fewmorephotosftom the Septemb€r
29, 30. OctoberI , 2000DQ&E l00t annivcrsary
celebralion.
BELOW IJ'PPER
LEf,'T - A DQ&E rfEcialbackinginto loadingar€anor( to KCS'SSouthemBe e sf€j(iallJaxt,
Septemb€.
30,2000.BILOW UPPERnIGtrT - Partof thelargefiowd trailing lo ridethe sfEcials.Tbecars
usedw€rErentedfiom theHugoHeritageRailrold Again,trip6weresponsored
b theSoulremAppalachia
RaillrayMuseum(ARCncn$er Brrt Jennings
Presidenl)addtheA*ansasRrilmadClubwith muchthanksto
theDeQue€n.ndEastenpeoplefoi allowingus to run tles€trip6.IELOW LOWER LEIT . KCSminiature
parktrain runningarcundtheqreen WilhelminaLodgein M€na,September
30.BELOW LOWER nIGET - A
pink 1957Thundeftird,oneofd@ensofThurdeftirds at lheQueenWilhelminaLodgeOcloberL Thesewerc
fromtheTulsaThurderhid Gt(/.tp.(KenZiegenbein
digitalphoto|

CHRISTMAS PARTY - Our amual Clristmas party will beh€ld
Dec€mb€r
16,thesameplaceaslastt€ar,theUnivo$ityParkAdultLoisuie
C€dter,6401West12' Str€elLittlo Rock.lt will b€gioat 6 p.m.

of using
CAI,aA-UIRODUCEU - Thisissuemarksthebeginning
colorin SOMf,Out not all)ARMNSASRAILROADERS.l've
obtaineda HP 1220Clargefonnatinkja colorprinterandwill
manuallyprintall thecoversheetsin color.Theonly
occasionally
coststo theclubwouldbea reamof l1xl7 paperanda
additional
aolorinkjetcartddge(it took a wholecartridgefor thisissue,ev€n
usingthe'Tast"mode).
ln themeantime,
ifyou havea goodcolorphotoyou'dliketo see
published,
sendit in andI'll scanit andretumit, It maybeswenl
monthsbeforeDublished.
howwer.
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OFFICERS/POSITIONSOF TIIE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB
BBEIIDEN! - JohnHodkin,Jr..506GordonSt,N l.ittlc RockAR 721l7-4711(501945-2128i
- Jim Wakclicld,316Aubrm Dr, Little RockAR 72205-2169
(501-664-0232)
VICE-PRESIDANT
(501
225-0826)
LindaLn.l.ir1lcRockAR72227-5983
TREASURER walterB.walker,8423
(501-7,15-7938)
Doyal.
HC72
Box
41A,
ClinloD
AR
72031
SECRET^RY Sharon
1023Cla-vcut
Cir.N Lifile RockAR 721I6-3728(501-758-l340)
EDIfQB ' Kcn Ziesenbein.
'l2tt6
NRHSDIREC'IOR - DavidP. Hogc-3721ldle$ild.N Little RockAR
\5Ot-171-1025)
Shcrwood
AR 72120-401
I (501-835-3729)
PHOTOCR^PHI--RJohnC.Jones.l l7 Cononwood,
1025)
TRIPADVERTISINGDavidP.Hose,lT2lIdlewild.NLitlleRockART2ll6(501-771
#31.Nonh LittleRockAR 721l,l-6455(501-9,15-7386)
Bq\Rqlo - GeneHull. 3507E Washjnglon
BOARD 0l - l oln Shook,1716Albc{a Dr. Little RockAR 722273902(501-22589i5)
9,14(50122,1-68?8)
Rcymere
Dr,l.itllcRockAR 7:221-3
BOARD 02 - UillBailey,8318
Dr
#26.
Rock
AR
72212-l4l2(Chairnran)
t.itlle
DqBD_tql RobinThomas,I0980Rivercrcst
(501-l3i-2030)
Esscrnan.
lilsscnnan
Ln,
Dovcr
AR
72837'77i,1
BOARD 04 Ron
326

(prolotypetrains,rot model
Thc ARIiANSAS RAILROAD CLUB is :r noo-profitorganizetionofrailroad and lr.lio enthusiasts
rr{ins) that rvasformedin 1969.We arc aho th€ Littlc Rock Chrpter oftbe Nrlional RailwxyHistoricalSociety.We mecton thc
se(ondStrndaysofmosl monthsrt 2 p.m.
Ducsto join the AIIKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB nre cun rntly S20a ycar, which includesthe ntonthlyl6-24 pageArkansas
Ifyou'd likc to join thc NRHS throughour club (thus bcing.t memberofthe Little RockChrpt€r NRHS
RsilroadcrDewslettcr.
and DationalNRHS),you must pay $17a ycar more,bringinglhc total to $37a year for both. Duesare alrvalspayableon
Jrouary r" ofeachycar, bul you my ply at anI time (membcrshipwill exlcndihrougb thc followinglear).
To join, sendyour oamc,address,nd phonenumberplusdueslo lhe ARKANSASRAILROAD CLUB, PO BOx 9151,
for infornaliotr. Tl'e Dervslctter
editor'semailaddre$ is:
NORTH LITTLE ROCK AR 72rr9. Call 501-758-13,10
pul
monihly,
addrtssis:
The
Arkansas
R:rilroadcr
is
on
the
Wcb
and
that
kep.z.rw@jx.netcom,cop
httpt/wr$,v.trainwcathcr.com
'l

at 2 p.m. at our usualplace.
hc next meelingoflhe ArkansasRailroad Club *i11 bc hcld S!N2\Y-NQYE!E!LI?
Prlaski HeightsPresb)'tcrianChurch,.140l Woodlaun Drile in Little Rock.-l hc Octoberprogra w'ill be gi\en b) JIM
WAKLFIELD, who will have a prcsentationor Railwa) PostOftices (RPO) service.
'lhc
Decemberneeting will be our annualChristmasParty...seebelo!\,.

CHRISTNXASPARTY will be hcld Deoembcr16,the samcplace as last ycar, the tjnirersity Park Adult LeisureCenter,
pcr person.Sendin your resenationsand money
6.+0I West I 2'r'Slrccl. Little Rock. It wil I bcgin at 6 p.m. C ost $ il I be
to lhe club s addrcssor cali Walter Walkcr and tell him how many witl bc in lour parrr"
2001 ARJa{NSAS RAILROAD CAI,IINDAR THIS WILL BE OUR LAST CALENDAR...thc 2000/2001calendar
iioln rhe ArkansasRailroadClub conlains!! black & white railroad photoslakcn in Arkansasovcr the years.This is a 16MONTH CALENDAR startingin Seplenlber2000, endiDgDccenber 2001. I IIE PRICE IIAS BEEN RIDUCED to $5
cach{plu5$ 1.50postaguhandlingpqj4kl.
included this time !vill bc: Missouri Pacific. Amtrat, Uniorl Pacific, Louisiana& Northwest,Rock
Railrcads/trains
lsland,ArkansasMidland, KansasCiry Southem,Southcm Pacific. Cotton Belt 819 thcn and no\ Missouri& Arkansas,
indusmal locornotive,DeQueenand Eastem,BNSI. plus somerepeatsofroadnam€s,but in a
Dcka Eagle,Transitantri
difterent time period.Contributorsinclude: Bill Bailcy, Mike Adams,Gene Hull, John C. Jones,RandyTardy, John Mills,
Robin Thomas,A. B. Simpkins,ThomasM. Ilinger. william Moneypeny.Gcnc Bailey, R. S. Plunmer, PeterSmykla.Jr.,

ARKANSAS
MlLROADER - Little RockChapterNRHS
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JoDathan
Royce,Williarr J- Husavia Russelll cdder.andTom Shirclifl
SendanlcalendarorderstotheArkansasRailroadClub.POBox9151,NofihLitleRockAR721i
CELEBRATING 55 YEARS togetherin Octobcrucre Geneard Naoni Hull.
2001OFFICERSWANTED - Ifyou aresomeone
you knowwantsto beconean olficer of theArkansas
RailrcadClub,
Little RockChapterNRHS,pleaselet our prcsidentJobnHodkinknow.He canbe reachedat 506GordonSt,NorthLillle
RockAR 72117or callhim at 501-945-2128.
IMAIL ADDRESSOF MEMBERS - Pcrrcquest,thereis a pageiD thisne$'sletler
thatcontainsall kno\\.nmcmber's
you make.
cmailaddresses.
Ifyours is is not listcdor is incoflect,let mehaveit. Pleasekeepme updatedon anychanges

The following is for thosewho wrnt to find
iiems,infomation,
cetain railroad-related
or wantlo sell or tradesuchitemswith olher
railfans. We rescrve the righi io retuse
lislings if deemed inappropriate.The
ArkansasRailroadClub is noi responsible
for nisleadingads.

FOR SALII - DeQueen& Easternt00d
Amiversary T-shills, $12 each plus $3
poslage.Sendorders10 znd makechecks
Fyable io the ArkansasRaihoadC1ub,Po
Box 9151,Norrbi"ittleRockAR 72119.
WANTED - lnfonnarion on the Fot Smith
& wesiem Railroad.My greatgrandfather

was a brakenan forthem. He died in a lxi
accidentin 1918, a,rdI am looking for an
information you might have. Conla
Clndee Bradley at kncbmd@qte.nel or scn
any information to the A*ansas Railroa
Club's address and it will be fo arded 1
C).ndee.

The addressofthe SurfaceTmnspo ation Board is: Office ofthe Sedetary,CaseControl Unit, 1925K Street,Washinglo
DC 20,123.The STB phone numberfor abandonmentprocedures(Office ofPublic Se ,'ices)is: 202-565-1592.lfyou
contactthem, it would be handy to use the Docket Numbe$. Theil Web addressis: httpr//www.stb.dot.govifyou'd likc lh(
complete
listings.

Theseabandonmenlproposalshave been p nted in the FederalRegisleror have come directly liom the Sur1ace
'I
ranspodationB oard.They wilt go in effcct unlessone of the following occurs: 1) an offer of financialassistatceis
received;2) a requestfor public use ofthe land is receivcd(for instance,rails{olrails); 3) pctitionsto reopenthe caseis
tiled. Railroads,before thel- can file these"nolices of exemptionunder CIiR 1152 SubpartF," must certily that 1) no local
traflic hasmoved over the line for at least2 years;2) any overheadtraffic can bc routed over other lines; l) no formal
complaintfiled by a useris pending and; ,{) environmentalreports,hislodc rcpofis, ttansmittalletter,newspaper
publication,and notice to go\.ernmentalagencieshave beenmet. Even though approvalis grantedfor the nilroads to
abandon,it may be months or years beforetrack is actuallytaken up.

ITANSAS - KYLE RAILROAD CO/UNION PACIFIC RR - To abandonthe Franldoft Branch,betwecnm.p 409 l nca
Franklorl and m.p. 472.0 at Arnes,Kansas,a distanccof60.l2 miles. lnclues the stationsofBlue Rapids,
walerville, Bames,Cleenleaf,Linn, Palmer,Clifton and Clyde. final decisionby December13,2000 (STB
DocketNo. A8-,{86. Sub No. 3x and STB Docket No. AB-33, Sub No. l5 5X, decidedSeptember9, served
September14,2000)
RANSAS - KYLE RAILROAD CO/UNION PACIX'IC RR - To abandon the 70.5 mile line knoqn as the Lenora Brancl
betweenm.p. 552.7near Ilarlan and m.p. 623.6 at the end ofthe line near Lenora,Kansas.Stationsincludedare
Gaylord, Cedar,Claudell,Kirwin, Glade, Speed,Logan, and Edmond.Iinal decisionby December15, 2000. (S fE
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DocketNo. A8-486, SubNo. 2X andSTBDocketNo. AB-33,SubNo. 154X,decidedSeptember
8, served
September
15,2000)
NORTH CAROLINA - NORFOLK SOUTHERNRR - To abandon
3.45milesbetweenm.p.Old AshevilleSourhem
Station76.97at Ashevill€andm.p.old Asheville& CraggyMountainStation123.00at N€w Bridge,North
Carolina.EffectiveOctober18,2000.(STBDocketNo. AB-290,SubNo. 199X,decidedSeptember
I 1.sened
September
18,2000)
COLORADO - BNSF/[ P/TRINIDAD RR - To abandon30 miles of line ftom m.p. 2.0 at Jensen(rcar Trinidad) to the
end of the line at m.p. 30.0 nearStorcwall. There is a discretrpancyover the lengthof the line. Effective October
25,2000.(STB DocketNo. AB-573,AB5 (SubNo. 388X)andAB-33 (SubNo. 160X,decidedSeptember
14.
servedSeptember
21, 2000)
Kf,NTUCKY - CSX - To abandon
the MidwestRegioo'sNashvilleBranch.O&N Subdivision,
liom m.p.00D-186.35
oear
Moonnanto m.p.00D-193.83
nearLlivermore,Kentucky,7-48miles.Finaldccisionby December
22. (STB
DockelNo. AB-55,SubNo. 580X,decidedSeptembcr
15,servedSeptember
25. 2000)

CLASSI LINES
Th€ numberof ClassI lines (thosehaving
revenueof at least$265million) hasbeen
reducedlo four, dom ftom 42 in 1980.
n lso,sbonlinesnow accormtfor 29 percent
ofall raillines,ormorcthan49,000milesof

RAISERtrTIR.trMtrNTBDNEFITS
A Senateconxnitteeapproled a bill
28 thatwouldraisebeneiilsfor
Scptember

AL GORE/GEORGf, BUSH ON
AMTRAK
Cf,ORGE W BUSH: "Our national
railroad network, which helped build our
country and is ar important economic
lifeline, is a critical componentofou public
rransponationsystem.I support a healthy
rail system.I support
intercitypassenger
crment effons to make Amtrak more
efiicient and competitive. I believe these
effons will resdt in better,more exlensive
andmorercliant mil servicefor the nillions
of Americans who havel by tmin. As
govemor of Texas, I recognized the

retired rail workers and cut iaxes for
railroads.
lt would&ain Sl 5 billionlion the
budgetsuplus.
RAILROAD AUCTION
(Fo.4 Kansas)- Therc wasa4-daysaleof
ihe asseis of the Dodg€ City, Ford &
Bucklin Railroadnear DodgeCiry thc last
weekir September.
Ow)ersDick andPeg
Ranneydecidedto r€tireat the urging of

important service Amtrak provides and
supported the €ontinuation of the Texas
Eagle."
AL GORE: "With growingcoryestionon
our highw?ysandairporls, it's time to give
the American people a fast and eflicient
altemativ€ for lraveling between ou!
conrmunities.High-sp€edrail reduces
highw"y and airpon congestion,improves
a; quality, stimulatesthe economy, and
brcadeN the scopeof personalchoicesfor
traveling betweenoul communities.That is
why, as pan of my Enerry Security and

- Little RockChaprerNRHS
ARMNSASRAILROADER

their childrenand spendtime lishiDgand
otherthings.They'venm lherailroadtbr I I
y€ars,which consist€dof tlvo engincs.a
diningcar, a passenger
co'nbin€,a lounge
car,a cabooseanda combinalionpows car
and kitchen,plus many antiquenilroad
items, including mail crdnes.$175,600
would buy lhc cntire trainset.(The Wit:hitu
Easle)

Environmcntal trust Ftmd,I am proposing
a majorcommitment
to brlildhigh-speed
rail
systemsin major transpo.tationcorridors
As president,
auossthenationsI will fight
for new grantsto Amtrak andthe statesfor
improvingand eryandingpassenger
rail
routes and conidors- And I will work to
securefilnding to help commmitiesimprove
rail shlions to help rebuildthesevital
economiccentersin cities andsmalllowns
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ARNANSASTOIIRIST LINES - (FLIPPIN, ARI(ANSAS)- WhileRiverScenicR ilroadwill run Flippin,CalicoRock6om April I
to November
30. A dinnertrainwill alsobe nur.Call Il70-4356000.(SPRINGDALE-VAN
BURf,N) -'lhe rkaDsas
& Missouri
Railroadlvitl runbetweenSpringdale
(EURtrKA SPRINGS)- The
andVan Bucn andvan BurenIo Winslow.Call 800-687-8600FurckaSprings& NonhA.kansas
will run a sleamexcurs'on
oul ofEueka SpringsApril I throughOctober30 ov€rtheformer
Missoud& NorthArkansas
righl ofway. Lunchtrainsalsoavailable.
(Frol Februarr17,20A0hkansa!
Call 501 253-9623.

SUMMER MEMORIESOF 1957
b y : S t a n l e y W o z e n c r af t
It's hard to run steamlocomotiveswithoutfuel oil. A fact I learnedall too well after becomingowner
and operator of this 1S-miletrack betweenStar City and Gould, Arkansasin eaily June,1957.
One of the railroad's standardplacticesat that time was for employeesto report needsfor continued
operation of the road to the agent. He, in turn, would order supplies or have repairs made to keep
things running. All such requestswere now supposedto come through me. Whether it was their
ieluctance, or just plain laziness, a little panic let loose when it was discovered we were almost out of
oil. I immediately requestedan agent to order a tank of fuel oil from Lion Oil Co. in El Dorado,
Arkansas.Days crept by; we continued opeiations patiently waiting for our oil. I checkedwith Lion
Oil Co, on the whereaboutsof our preciousliquid. I was informed the oil had beentumed over to the
MoP (Missouri PacificRailroad) and was somewherein route.
Without oil, things were coming to a stop. We had cars piling up. Some needed to be delivered to MoI
at Gould and othersne€dedto be picked up and moved back to Star City. It was time fo! a
conftontation.

I drove over the Gould to talk face-to-face with the MoP agent. He was an elderly man, close to
retirement and seemedto resentthe "extra work" that I was causinghim. 1{4renI made my inquiry, h,
said nothing, But his look shouted "I'd just as soon shut it down and sell the road for scrap."He
picked up the phone and rang the Monroe dispatcher.The telephonecall lasteda few moments;he
hung up then relayed the following information. The fuel car was in Moruoe and was being attached
to the "Hot Shot" run heading north. Oncethe car reachedPine Bluff, they would put it on the local tc
head south the next morning. So late tomorow the car should arrive in Gould.
TOO LATE! I needed action now!
So I requested he call the Monroe dispatcher back and request that the car be dropped off from the
night t|ip.
The "Hot Shot" run doesn't stoPin Gould! And I'm not askingthem to!"
MILROADER- Little RockChapterNRHS
ARK,ANSAS
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I opened the counter gate, crossed over to the agent, sat dor.n in the chair next to him and grabbed the
phone out of his hand.
"How do you get the dispatcheron this thing?"
The old man snatched the phone back and turned away lrom me. He started screaming at the Moiroe
dispatcher."This mad man" in his office demanding that the "Hot Shot" stop in could to drop off his
oil. He raved about how "ridiculous" this was becausethe hain had never stopped here,blab, blab,
blab...Theravings soon stopped.
"Uh...yes...wellok...sure...a11right."
He slammedthe phone down and turned to me, "You're'blanky
de blank oil will be here at 2:00am."
Thafs all I wanted to hearl I rushed back to Star City to get the crew ready for the trip.

We made good time heading east.We allived and set our carsout for the pick up and sided other cars
{or the return trip. We turned the engine around and backedit up to the junction with MoP. It was a
short wait, the "Hot Shot" arrived on time, slon'edand stopped right next to us. The fuel oil car was
convenientlyattachedbehind the engine.Two switchmencameover and askedwhere we wanted the
car.We spottedit next to our tender.They askedif they could help in any way. The whole operation
took lessthan five minutes,and soon the "Hot Shot" was back on t1ack.You couldn't have askedfor a
betterexampleof employeecooperahon.
It was an all r-tght operatioq but ive delivered the cars and we got our oil. And I have never fogotten,
"lf you want somethingdone,just ASK."
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DAN BARR JR dhbarjr@nindsPflng com

CIIARLES A BAI'I-ES cbayles@dkansdus.com

TI]OMAS M BINGER b5lI @sstatefam.o
bm binger

HOWARD R, BRANDES hbrddes@comp.uarkedu

DA\D L. BzuGGSpullmdave@jmo.com

EDWARD L BIJBNIAK '
nbubniak@swbell.net

JAMESR BUCKNER bucknej@bsu.edu

DON BUSWELL dbuswell@mtnnonecon

DICK R B\'RD '
con
l 241@conPuserve
1030?

DAN CARTER -

JOSEPHDARREL CASON
- darel.cason@ipaPer'com

DELTACWTURALCENTER

ROGERK CHISHOLM.
jeanmdrosd@lllel net

RANDY COOKUS -

CHUCK CRISLER- @@lPl

DAVID A D]ON
ddiong3678@aol.@n

SITARONDOYAI com
skdoyal@mail.anelco

}IAROLD D DIJDLEY .
haldw@ipa.net

PETERD. EHRI,ICH norcalr@rPrlnet.com

JOHN B. ELDERSmn
jbelders@rex.nel

WILLIAM H. ELDRIDGE whecpa@earthlinknel

RONALD L ESSERMANshay473@cei.n€t

JAMESR, FAIR, JR. -

CRAIC C. GERARD .

JOHN A IIARVEY hNey@conwaycorPner

PAUL L. HOGE .

DA\'ID P. HOGE
om
davidhl4T0@aol

cgqdd@rocky.lmd.xb

d.us

GEB-A]-DA. HOOK.
com
Balr333br@aol

BARTON& SAIdAH
- sjemins@utk
ed!
JENNINGS

JOHN C. JONESjohnphotonut@anstotlenet

STEWARTW. LONG '
stewl@cei net

N]CK T MACCHIAROLO macch2@€rkansas.net

_
ROBERTR MCCLANAHAN

ARTHIIR D. MCCOYartdanac@-hobMilcom

GARY MCCULLAH _
smccr ab@dkansasusa.ne

PETERA MCGRAWpmcgraw@aol com

DR. EDWARD A. METZ -

DA\,IID E NARRACONC n5oez@€zclicknet

DAVID A NARRACONG
SR- n50ez@iosa.@m

DONAID J OTTENSdjotters@i!a.ner

PAUL E OTTENSpjottens@lashnet

KIVIN HINES PHILLIPS .

BILL POLLAIID .
dkail@Akdsd net

THE RAIL .

TONY REED .

DAN ROBERTSON
revoxmo@dkdsd.ner

MN'E ROWLAND Mowled@distode nel

GEORGE.w' SCHMIDT .
gschmidt@webtvnei

PHILLIP H- SCHLIETHphschueth@gaPac.com

TOM SHIRCLIIF -

RUSSELLD SHORT'

Aj-VN B 'BOOMER

& SYLVIASM\'KLA.
PETER
'om
lR - sylvisnYkla@uno

CHARLESV. STE\,'ENS-

DAR\'L J, D. STOUTql der@comPusene.om

RUSSELLTEDDER net
srtedder@aikansas

CIIRTIS A TERRY '
cNtist@cybdback.om

mslrult@iuno con

RANDY TARDY rddy tddY@,rdemgM com

DA\TD E TI]OMAS .
gededsted@bigfool.com

H. O. T\'LER w5gko@hotmal @m

AIAN WAGONER -

DON IIIEIS -

TIIOMAS L. W1LBORN'
!*ilbom@aol.om

ROBERT& ELOISE
woRlOW npeaglel@aolcom

ROBERT B. WRIGH'I' .
.bwight@di$ode net

(ENNETHW ZTEGEI\BEI
kd@uain*earhdcon

SII,IP(INS.
gmndnd4@,Junocon
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ARKANSASMILROADER

REMEMBERING
by:

P. B. wool-dridge

lntegrationhas long beena problem in this county. lt was also a big problem on the
Cotton Belt back in the late 1930s.
Thc railroadwas beginningto recoverftom the Grcat Depressionand beginningin 1936
they startedhiring a few new employees.They hadn't hired any new telegraphersfor 7 years.
The old-heads,the veteranhain crews,regardedthesenew operatorswith distrustand
suspicion,klowing that their very lives dependedon the operators.One "bulled" or overlooked
train ordercould result in a train wreck.
A veterantelegraphopentor oncetold me ofhis first night experienceat Weiner,
Arkansas.He attemptedto hand'up ordersto a southboundfast freight, the headend missedthe
hoop.l hey stoppedand backupup. By this time the young operatorwas upset,but when the
caboosealso missedthe hoop,he becamea basket-cast.For a secondtime the fast fieight stopped
and backedup. The Conductordroppedoffthe caboose.With his handson his hips, he surveyed
the operatorfrom headto foot, and said:"Good Lordll Wlat havethey hired now??"
The Cotton Belt had somevery good Dispatchers.They had to be very good,for their
professiondid not admit ofmistakes. lt was a pleasurcto work with most ofthem, often under
but a few could be as meanasjunk-yard dogs.
stressfulcircumstances,
Dispatcher,and later ChiefDispatcher,J. C..Gibbonswas a perfectionist,believingin
headlight meets.OperatorRabbit Hare layedoff First Trick, Lewisvile, Arkansas,for 3 daysin
1937.Lewisville rlas a very hotjob, and I'djust hired out. I felt like a fish out ofwater, as every
one alound me was a veter,m.
Gib askedme to reportNo. 6 by the instantthe rear markerspassedthe office, which I
did.'l'hat led to the following exchange:
Gib: "You're just too light or thatjob." l was shocked,as I'd done exactlyas he'd
requested,so I replied,with considerablevinegar:"Assuming that I am, why don't you senda
man to relieveme?"
No reply, so I got on the Dispatcher'swire and sentRabbit,visiting at McNeil, an urgent
nessage,askinghim to retum immediatelyas I'd beendisqualified.I'm quite sureGib was
listening.
I sho$ed up at 8 a.m-the following moming, not quite sureI was protectingthejob, and
the phonerang. It was Gib and in a very pleasantvoice he said:"Good Moming, Old Friend.
Copy 9 North."
Severalyearslater as ChiefDispatcherhe sentme a letter,inquiring if I'd be interestedin
iraining as a Dispatchor.I thankedhim, but declinedas I did not considernyself Dispatcher
material-And yearslater when he was First Trick Dispatcherand I was at FordyceTower I loved
working *ith him
That's the way it was on a railroad,once upon a time.
Back then you seldomsaw or met most ofthe men you worked with. Thosewerejust
long-distancecontacts,Iike the dots and dashesofa telegraphinstrument,or distinctivevoiceson
a dispatchcr'sphone.One often wonderedwhat thosefolks lookedlike, but throughthe years
thcy simply remainedas long-distancefriends, long remembered.-fr
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,and Iro! t[o!)ltalD Railroad

rnilo:r€ie oaed by this

Cot4)aDy

conpany is thus seen to bo:

...,. 85,81
St.Louis to Pilot t{nob
3.72
t
o
,.,.
liincral loint
Potosi
.
.
.
1
2
0.30 TotaL "..-....
B i s D a r c k t o S e L n o n t. . , . . . . . . ' . . ' . ' . ' . . . .
;

210'Bg

Arkansas Sranch
of lrlissouri approvcil l,lerch
Undcr the provisions of at1 act of the legislaturc
p.
23, 186€ {l,aes of ilissouri 1868
61}, the boarat of dircctols' on April ?' 1870'
olganizeat thc Arkansas Bronch of The St.!ouis and Iron ]'loul1tbln Roilroaal, !?hj.chvas
substantially i lcparitc
corpoiltf on, ivith accounts kcpt sclslaltoly but contiollcil
by the larent conparry. Coly of tho rcsolution follnilg this conlp3nyvds filcd itl
thc office of thc Secletary of Statc of llissourl, April 9, 18?0. A line of toad
\ras thcn constructed fro,n thc end of track at PiLot Knob to the Il ls souri-Arkansas
statc linc, \?hcrc it joincdl thc ral1s of thc Cairo cnd Fulton R.R, Co, (of Allonsas S€e paBc 67), ard the satle vas opcncd.for opcration April 21 1€?3; a hilcagc
...,...98,09
of ,.,..... , ,,....
From cnd of track of st.!. & r.M. R.R. 0.05 nile
at Pilot (nob to lligsouri -Arlcnsa s statc linc.
i€qf4G s=s!ii!i&{!inS-ff--+eEr=&l@*.
Tcltrinir

south of ccntcr of alcpot

2. thc Cairo. Arkangas anal Tcxc,gRailroad ccrpreng:
(a) I'ne ggl:g -gli Fulton Railroad Oonpenv (thc liissouri corupanyl vas inco.pq-.
of assoctarated unccr thc geuc!&l- railrqld
lavs of tbc Statc of issourl by artlclcs
tion filcd in thc offlcc of thc secretary of Statc, Jcnuary 12' 1854. Th18 conloay
proposedlto builal c load fron Blldrs Point, on thc Ij156i5sippl Blvc!, to Tqxarka4ai
o., cnd did actually construct
on thc Arkansas-lcxas statc 1t!e, vis Popla! 31uff,
about t\7enty ml1es from 31!drs.Polllt sest.
Irhe conpany borlov,/ed ii650,000 fron tltc
a?rd lr1viDg defauLtcit in thc interost thereon, thc Stcters licu
statc of ltissouli,
11asforccloscd und.or authority of cn act of thc lcgislaturc approvealFebruary 19r
1866 (l,ai7sof l{issoull 1865 p. 107), 3nd vr'assold on octobcr 1' 1866, to
(b) thc Stetc 9! Uissourii dccd of Thos. c. Flctcher' oovernor, to the
Statc of I:issouri, doted octobcr 12, L856. Tho load \/as thcn he1d and opclatotl
by t}c Strtc until Januery 7, 1867, !7hcn 1t was sold to llessls. A.J. L[ci{ay,Joseph
to A.,t. cKay
C. 8ead, John C. Yogcl and Sa.YuelSlntDons;alcciLof Stetc of;iissolr'i
ond orhcrs, drlcd JanuarJ' 7, 196?. fhosc partlos, by dced d.ltad January 12' 1867'
rr^6Drir'

+^

{c) thonos A11en and Assoclstcs, vho hcld thc p:opcrty until
vhcn they incorpor'atcii urdcr thc nol'o of

I'iay 16, 1872,

by filir€ crticles of
(d) Thc Cairo, Al}inscs enalTexas Railroad Com-p-q4v
iiissoual
on ay 21, 1472.
State
of
t:rc:c-ctctaiy
of
of
essociation:-" tll"Eficc
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St.l,ouis and Iron l,'lolrntain RaiLr:oad Company
The road at thr! tihe, 20.OOmiios in length, vas ?racticclly vorthlcss
fior the ravages of wat and high vater, and this coltrpalayre-constructcd thc line
e l erctcndcdit to ?op1ar 31uff, completed in Seltenbcr, 18?5, a iotol lcngth of
70.?7
7 0 . 4 9 n i l c s , o r r a s s h o \ ! lb} y r e r E a s u r e d e l t o f 1 8 9 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '
From 1{.!. of connection ritb lron i[ountain roain linc 582 feei south of
ccntcr of dcpot at ?oplar Bluff to end of tlack at 3lrdts Point, dpposite
Calro, I11inois,
.<€1g?E9q.aee!q!ar€d*F*E..+!4erffi
Teminir

The "St,L. and I.M. R.R. Consolidationrl
The stock of thesc tro conpani es ard of the Alkansas Blanch bcing hold by
the sane partics, thc corrpanies, under: authority gronted by an act of the Missouli
legislature approvcd March 3, 185? (Lavs of L{issouri 185? p. 1591, consolidated
on trlatch 11. 18?4. end filed their alticles of consolidation in thc office of the
Secretary of State dpril 'ot ).874, takin€ the r,amo, '$!:lg!f!
AND InoN MoLNI{IN
totaL
as
r?ith
a
lxileage
fo1lctr7s:
iAInOAD CoMPj]lJ,r'
fhe St.J,. and I.M. R.R, Co. .........,.......
AlleDsas Branch of fhe S4,J,.& I.I{. R.R. ..,..
T h e C . . A .&r 1 . R . R . C o ,
....

210.83
98.09
7O.r7 Total ....,.,.

3?9,69

datcd Jatllrary 1, 1874, Sivca thc cost of construcA report of tlE Prcsidc[t,
tion a!!d cquipnEnt, including thc amount IBid in stock for thc old lirle, aliscounts
and intelest, as $1"9,105,348.59(about +50,000 per mile).
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rI. cAlno AN! fltltoN lArl,RoADcq,[PANY(of Arkansas)
lhis con!a"1yvas incorporated uniL€r an act of the legislature
alpioveal January 12, 1853 (Aots of Arl€lrsas 1855 P, 176).

of Allensag

An act approvealJahuary l-6, L855 (Acts of Arkansas 1855 p. 149), conflrn€al
and aalopted the route of the line as locatetl.; e*enpted the pioporty frot! taxatloB
fpr a period of tventy years; inposed the conalitlon tbat the grading rust be conlleted for 25 miles and the line completeti for 10 milcs prior to Dccember1, 1855,
indei pehalty of forfeiture of their charteri provided for certain r,1oaiflcettons
ln the charter anC the constluction of lateral blanchos; prcscribcd the mcthod6of
Eelection of Lands glantetl by Congress in the Statoi thet the !t.Sriith and }ilssissippl
Branch€sbc entitled to tbeit pfo?oltionate part of said lands at thel! jubctions
riith tle nain stcrn; and provided that the cordpanyshou1d transport trools and.nuni.tions of riar of the United States free of charge.
An act agproved January 17, 1855 (Session Acts Arkansas 1855 I); 1511, ex.
tended the period tn l?hich the conpany could accept thc land arants slx rnonths.
An act applovcd Novembcr25, 1856 (Acts of Arkansas 1856 p. 4)r em.nd,atory
to the act of Jan,rary 16, 1855, rcpealoal a1l the provisioDs of that act oxccpt so
Fuch tlrcreof as aplrovcal and adopted. the proposedl routc, end provialcd for thc
and Fort Snlth Bralrchos leceiving tllcir proportionate pert of tlrc- 1and,
llisslssippi
8?atts at their junctions; 8lantetl the landls aqraccnt to the routo of th6 l,iirtlo
Frpck ard Fort Smith Sranch of the Cairo ard lrrlton Railroad to the Llttlo Rock anal
flrt Smith nal1!oaal; provitteal for tlc protcction of prior settlers on such l3nds;
irnlosed the cond.ition t}lat thc conpany nust graile 25 nilcs o! corplete 10 Eiles
nithin two years: and rcs€l1/ed to the companya lleht of ray tvo hu.Ddlod.fect alde
through tlD landls of p.io! sottlers o|1 laads Blantod to tho corlpa4y.
An act otrrprov€dJatlusly 20, 1859 (Aots of Arl€,nsas 1859 p. 62), plovlded
that ar1y p€lson orntng fift'y dhale s of stock was ellgible
to the offices of Dlr€cto!
or Pr€sidcnt.
l\rrther acts, aplEovcd Fobruary 1, 1859 (Acts of Allensas 1859 p, 621, and
Malch 28, 1871 (Acts of Arkansa6 1871 p. 2891, outllned the nethoils by which settle!6
to s3id linds and protected the
on the lands of thc conpany rnight acquirc a titlc
rights of such scttlcrs.
An act of Congress, approvoallcbnraly 91 1853 {U.S. Stat. ct largc, Vo1.
10, p. 155), granted a rlght of !?ay tr/o hundrod feot in vidth fo! tho coastruction
of a railroad through the States of Missourl anil All€n6as from a point opposite the
houth of the ohio Rivcr to the ?oxaa bounaLaryllie near FuLton, \rith branchos flot!
tittle Rock to the 1.,{issis6ippiRiver anaLto Fort Snithi granted to those 3tate6
ccltain lanals for thc Errposo of aiding ln the constrqction of soid railroadi ard.
presclibed thc lrEthod of Aispos3l of such landls by saiaI St4tes.
An act of congress, approvedlJuly 28r 1856 (U.S. Stat. at larg€ | Vol. 14,
p, 338), revjved and cxtondlcdthe act of February 9, 1853, for a pcrlod of tcn )errs
and rede atiditional grants of Lana for the Eamepirrpose; anal imposcal tlc condition

In September,
1912,2-8-0No.1702posedfurherjirst poltrait at BaldwinLocomotive
Works Sheservedthe U. S.Alml dwing Worldl:l/arII andwasdischargedin 1916.
(CeneHull collection)

A WANDERING
G.I,
by: GeneHul'l
ln 1942Uncle Samwas in greatneedofmaly "mechanicalG.[.'s." The cancerouswar in Europewas
sprcading.The defendersofthe EDropeancountrieswere greatly handicappedby transportationdifiicuhies.
Somecight-teggedsoldierswere neededand Uncle Sam sentdraft orde$ to America's locomotivebuilders
- Baldwin. Lima and Alco - for 2.100 ofthose G.L's fbr overseasservices.
One oflhem bore the number l?02. It was from the Eddystone,Pennsylvaniashop ofBaldwin Locomotive
Works. It rolled out ofthe shop in September1942,having shop number64641.
Fortunately,;t was retainedby the
army for statesideserviceand was
dischargedin 1946at Norfolk,
Virginia. It enteredcivilian service
for the Bradley Lumber Companyat
Warren, Arkansas-

Old G.L No. |7A2 \\,as sitti g artntldle the cinder ptt ofthe Waten &
SalineRiNerRoilrcad an a lune narning in 196l The heavygrowth of
'l]ass and weds was a forecae o.f the fute 01 t702 an the W&SR al
Walren, ,,1rkansds.(Cene Hu phota)

Her gleamingpaintjobwasdulledb)
sur, rainard snowasNo lT02rolled
away the yearson l5 miles ofkack
ofthe Wanen& SalineRivef
betweenWarren and Hermitage.Her
joints becameworn and loose,stearn
escapedaroundworn packingoflhc
throftle valve and piston rods,her
asthmaticwheezinggrew worse, but
shestill rolled to Hennitageand back.

Postwarprogresscaughi up with the 1702 consolidation.Shewas def€atedby a superioreneny - a new
diesellocomotive.Therewas no old veterans'home for her. Shewent to a spurtrack and soonwas
surroundedby encroachingweeds.Eroding rust wrinkled her shin Shehad retired in 1961and was ignored
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A tall, handsomeknight camecalling one day and found her attractive,even ifonly for hcr prospectsand
promises.fhomas Williams Mason Long, Jr. was a large man w€ll over six feet tall $'ith llam-sizedhands
aDdan cqually Iargeiove in his heartfor steamlocomotives.
Ile $as fr()n the wesr,over r€ar the communitiesofGoose Ankle and Possom l rol and the vibraDtto$n of
Iteadcr in rhe Cancy Crcek bottoms,mostly iD NevadaCounly, exceptfor Readcrin OuachitaCounty
Mr. Tom was the owner, presiden!,generalmanagerand main guru ofthe 25-mile long ReadcrRailroad
l he only reasoDfor the railroad's existencewas a geologicfield of crude oil so thiok it rcfusedto bc
pumpcdthrougha pipeline. lt was 45 percentpure asphalt.The public roads in lhe areaofthc oil ,'r.ells.
Waterloo io southcrnNevadaCourl).
were in no coDditionto supportheav!oil
tankers.A railroad was the only feasible
meansoftransport through a conneclioo
to the Missouri Pacific at Reader.
The No. i 702 \!as takcn to the shopat
Reader.Therc sbc was lovingl) reskned
from the ground up. Tom Long
adamantlyrefusedto lel a dicsel
loconlotiveon tlrisrailroad.l'hcre$cre
two other steamloconotivcs on the
Reader 2-6 2 Prairic tlpcs Nos. I I and
108.
As soon as news leakedto the
"outside"world,railfans iDvadedthe
denseforest aroundRcadcrto see.hear.
smell and rid€ theseslcam \{ork horses.
M.. Tom securedpermissiolrto haul
touristsaboardpassengerca$. RailthDs
camc by the thousands.
Movie noguls in Hollwoodheardabout
No. 1702.They borrowedher tbr a
starringrole in thc movie l'HlS
PROPERTYIS CONDEMNED.lilmed
alongthe GulfCoastareaof Mississippi
nearculfport and Bay St. Louis in
OctoberI965.

TOP- E -G.I , ex-lvdten& Sahp Rirer 2-8 0 No. 1702dl
lvate oo, likansas fith an AtkansasRailrca.l Club specialon the
ReaderRailrcud, 19 Octoher 1968.BOTTOM - The 1702Jirst was
rcscue.!and re-buih by Ton Lons kfi), otenerprcsident-seneral
anageroIlhe Reader Rai!rcad.At Watetloo,Arknnsa! Ton v'as
ha nga xeriousdiscussian with conductot "Dac Godfrey inJuhe
|966. (GeneHu photos)

The Berry PetroleumCompanydecided
to closeits'asphaltplantat Walerlooin
1972.This was a dcathknell for d1e
Reader,the only steam-poweredrailroad
in America. Tom Long got p,3rrnission
from the lnterstatoCommercc
Commissionto abandonhis railroad.

typcNo. 1702was
TheConsolidation
wher€it still runs
North
Carolina,
road,
at
Dillsboro,
a
tourist
Mountain
Railway,
the
Great
Smoky
soldto
'l'his
ownershipsQuiteanhistoricalevcnt
€nginehasretainedits originalnumberthroughFOURseparate
Arkansas Raifroadet,
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A portionof theLinle RockUnionstation
concous€ltasbeenremovedandthefteightmain
hadb€enmovedsouthandclos€rto theremaining
rvhenthis August1968
F)rtionofthe concourse,
colorphotoof theWinthropRockefeller
special
wasrnaal€.
Exceptlor theroughtmckon theKCS
ftom T€xarkrnanorth!o Winthropwhen
conparcdlo lheMoPactrach it *"s a wond€rftl
trip. (JohnA. Mlls photo)

The fie' Fisl:a Meteor Train No. 10 awails the
highball at OHahomaCitt in lale May of 1948.
Only in servicesinceMay 15-16,the new !"in,
pow€.edby E-7 #2004,wil pmvide ovemighl
s€rviceto st. Louis. /,/or, A. Mills Dhoto)

gBq$flFli'iFe-"pptnor--trita;ii"
who 11
RailroadClubmemb€rs
Arkansas

ffi;#;n;#t,looo,

tpt"'d oq&E excursionsposedfor this
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