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A group of young railroad soldiers pose with Missouri Pacific 4-6-2 No. 6624 near the yard office at
Van Buen, Arkansas in the spring of 1943. They were pan of the 759th Railway Operating Battalion
(Gene Hull collection)
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(fhe war-time ad on the prcrious page was sent in by Jitn Bennett)

RAIIREADII'G SETDIENS
by: Gene HUII

Almost as soon as the smoke and water settled after the Japanese visited Pearl Harbor on 7
Dcccmber 1941, the Amedcan War Departmont realized i1 would need some railroading soldiers.
Men liom many railroad were called for aclive duty. Every type ofrailroad experience uas
nccdcd , fron ofiicial ofllces to track gangs One was as important as the other. They were
assrgned to the newly lbrmed Transpo(ation Cory. Camp Claibome, Louisiana was selected to bc
the Army post from which railroad troops would be trained. Camp Claibornc had its own railroad
where the men reccived their basic training Then they were assigned to civilian operating
rarlroads lor more intense training

Ono such outl ' i1was thc 759th Battalion Military Railway Service. They wcrc stationed at Van
Buren. Arkansas, oD the Missouri Pacific, Ccrtral Division. Afler this lraining, the mcn would bc
able to operate railroads in any zone of mtlitary operations The 750th had 26 officers and more
than 1,000 men and the camp at Van Buren had 35 frame buildings about a mile from downtown
Every civilia.n railroader on the division had a military counterpart and the railroad soldiers soon
were known as the "Missouri Pacific Battalion." Two officers in the battalion were Missouri
Pacific executives - Major Luther L. Lowe was assistant superintendent ofthe Mo.P. a1 Pueblo,
Colorado, and Captain John J. Walsh was a Mo P. officer at St. Louis

The battalion sailed to North Africa in July 1944 and began rebuilding war-wrecked railroads for
use by Urlcle Sam's army. Under the command of Lt. Col Enest M Price of Tacoma,
Washington, the men operated trains over the ,{tlas Mountains. They wore steel helnets inslead
ofslriped railroad caps and canied side arms and carbines along with hand oilem and scoop
shovcls. In 'funrsia, trains ran at night under blackout conditions taking troops and supplies to the
fiolt, praying the next bridge or tunnel had not been bombed One 50-mile slretch oftrack had 20
tunnels

In October 1945, the 750th was on its way home After discharge, the men would continue in
inactive reserve status. The batlalion had served with lrench lroops in railway service and thc
French government granted them the Croix de Guerre with Palm for military bravery.

For several weeks during the winter of 1942-43 the author worked with several ofthese fellows
The demand for railroad men overseas required many to depart with a very minimum of
experience. Quite a few failed to retum.

The photo on the liont cover shows a group ofthe Missouri Pacific Battalion in the yard at Van
Buren, posed with 4-6-2 No. 6624, a passenger Pacific conscripted for freight service. &
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1999 OFFICERS/PIOSITIONS OF TIIE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB

PRES IDENT - Leondd L Thalmueller, 2 | Hanoler Dr, Linte R@k AR 72209-2 159 ( 50 | -562-823 | )
VICE-PRESIDENT - John Hodkin, Jr, 506 Gordon St, N Little Rock AR 721l1 (5Ol-945-212E)
TREASURER - Walter B Walker,8423 LindaLn, Little Rock AR 72227-5983 (50t-225-0826)
SECRETARY - Carole Su€ Schafer, 103 Thay€r St, Lrttle Rock AR 72205-5951 (501-371-0034)
EDIIgR - Ken Ziegenbein, l023ClaycutCir,NLi l t leRockART2l l6-3728(501-758-1340)
N R H S DIRECTOR - J im B€nned, I 002 South Leslie St, Shrttgart AR 72 I 60 (87 0)-6'73-67 51)

e!!.gIQe84lEEB - JotM C. Jones, I l7 cononwood, Sherwood AR 72 | 20401 | (501-835-3729)
l RlP ADVERTISING . David P Hose, 372 | ldlewild, N Linle Rock AR 721 | 6 (501-7? l- 1025)
DOARD '99 - Stanley Woz€ncmn, 108 N Palm, Linle Rock AR 72205 (501-664-3301)
gqlBqt0o - Gene Hull, 3507 E Washington #31, North Linl€ Rock AR 72 | l4-6455 (501-945-7386)
gq\Bq!! - Tom Shook, I7l6 Alb€rta Dr Lrdle Rock AR 72227-3902 (501-225-8955)
Bq!RDf!2 - Bill Bailcy, 8318 Reymere Dr, Little Rock 4R 7222'7-3944 (501'224-6828)
BOARD'03 - Robin Thomas, I09t0 Rivercrest Dr #26, Little R.ock AR72212-1412

Thc AItKANSAS RAILROADCLUB is !  non-prof i t  orgrnlzet lon ofrai l rood.nd trein enthusiasts (protol lpe traiDs, nol  modcl
trains) lhrt wss lormed io 1969. We !re !ho the Little Rock Chrpter of (he Nelionrl Rtilway Historicrl Society. We mccl or thc
second Sondrys ofmosl monlhs 3t 2 p.m.

Ducs to join the ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB 8re currenlly S20 r y€rr, which iftlud€s the monlhly l6-24 page Arhnsrs
Rrihoadcr ncwslc(er.lfyou'd lik to ioin lh€ NRHS through our club (lhos being a mcmber ofthe Lillle Rock Chapler NRHS
And n{tional NRHS), you musl pry $17 s yerr more, bringing lh€ lotol to $:l? a yerr for both. Dues ar€ always pryable on
.IAnuary l^ 'otcach ycar,  but you mry pay ! l  any t ime (n€nbcrship wi l lextend through th€ fol lowing ycrr) .

1o join,  scnd your nam€, addrcss 6nd phone number plus dues to th€ ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB, PO BOx 9151,
NORTI{ LITTLE ROCK AR 72119. Crl l  501-758-1340 for infornrt ion. Th€ newslct ter €di tor 's emai l  addrcts is:
ken.zrw@ix.netcom.com The Arkrns.s REilrotd€r is put o'| lhe w€b monthly, cnd thrt address is:
htlp://www.arritrwc!lher.com

Thc nexr mecting of the Arkansas Railroad Club will be SUNEIY,NQyEMBEL!! at the Pulaski Heights
Presbytcrian Church at 2 p.m. The program will be given by Jim Wakefield and will be 8mm movies taken over 20
ycrrs ago of the Camas Prair ie Railroad taken in Idaho back in 1974.

DIRECTIONS: From I-630, take Exit 4, Fair Park Blvd, north toward the river. You'll pass the Little Rock Zoo
aDd war Memorial Stadium. Keep straight as you cross Markham. (lfyou don't like driving on the Interstate, you
can !ake Markham Street to this intersection). The street name changes to Van Buren Street after you cross
Markham. Keep straighr for 3/loth (.3) mile until you hit Woodlawn, then turn right on Woodlawn (there'll be a sign
for Pulaski Heights Methodist Church at the rurn). Go straiSht on Woodlawn 4/10th (.4) mile, pasl Pulaski Heights
Merhodist Church, until you see Pulaski Heights Presbyterian Church on the right. We'll meet in the building on the
west side ofthe church at 2 p.m.

2000 OFFICERS NOMINATED - Naomi Hull sent the following list of proposed new officers for 2000. They will
be installed at the annual christmas parry. PRESIDENT: John Hodkin, Jr.; VICE-PRESIDENT - Jim wakefreld;
SECRETARY: Sharon Doyal; TREASURER: Walrer Walker; NRHS DIRECTOR: Jim Bennett (Gene Hull will
do his annual report this year); NEWSLETTER: Ken Ziegerbein; NEW BOARD MEMBER: Ron Esserman;
PHOTOGRAPHER: John Jones,

NOMINEES WANTED for the Second Annual Arkansas Railroad Club Person of the Year Award (Naomi and
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Gene Hull won last year). The winner will be announced at our Christmas Party The Board needs any nomrnations
by our NoVEMBER meeting. Send nominations to our club address.

MEMBER NEWS - POLLY HAMILTON wants everybody to know that she is very illwith her heart and eyes and
can't drive he$elf and can't come to our meetings. She wants us to know she misses us very much. Her address is:
2725 Valley Forge Dr, Benton AR 72015-2781,501-716-3122.

CHRISTMAS PARTY will be held SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18 at the same place and time we had it last year,
namely the University Park Adult Leisure Center, 6401 West 12rh Street, Little Rock. Cost is $15 per person It will
begin at 6 p.m. We need to know how many will attend, so please send in your $15 per penon ahead of time to the
Arkansas Railroad Club, PO Box 9151, North Little Rock AR 72119 or call our treasurer Walter Walker at the
number above,

LETTER OF APPRECIATION was received from Union Pacific Employee Club #54 regarding our donation
the 5'h annual Memorial Scholarship GolfTournament. This tournament benefits young adults by helptng them
their education.

NEW MEMBERS - The MAMMOTH SPRING DEPOT MUSEUM in Mammorh Spring, Arkansas rs now a
member of the Little Rock Chapter. Their address is PO Box 36, Mammoth Spring AR 72554; PHILLIP E
SCHIRMER, PO 1954, Hot Springs AR 71902 (joined at the Arkansas Valley Model Railroad Club's Sale), DAN
ROBERTSON, 16 Ledge Lawn Dr, Little Rock AR 72212 (also joined at the model club's sale) WELCOME
ABOARD.

DEADLINE FOR THE DECEMBER NEWSLETTER is November 14. Target date for mailing this issue is
November 4.

INSERTS AND SUCH'Postal regulations have been gett ing str icter over the past few months, so when I insert a
flyer iD one envelope, I must put one in all other envelopes as well. So, even ifyou've paid for a calendar or paid you
dues already, you will still be getting the same inserted flyer ln some rssues.

NRHS NEWS ADDRESS CHANGE - Their new address is NRHS NEWS, PO Box 6144, Rivcr Forest IL 60305

FAX NUMBER - Even though I'd reported that my fax number had changed almost a year ago, apparently
someone is still trying to send me faxes at the old number. The NEW far number to get railroad news or orher
information to me is: 501-758-4301. Thanks.

YEAR 2000 CAIENDARS READY - The Arkansas Railroad Club's year 2000 calendar is ready for shipping- It
has 14 black and white photos of railroads in Arkansas, past and present. Cost, which includes postage, is $7 for one
or $6 for two or more. Order from the Arkansas Railroad CIub, PO Box 9151, North Little Rock AR 72119.

to

WANTED - CHOCTAW STATION
HELP An email liom Terry Rasco, an
architect beginning work on the Pr€sidential
Library in Little Rock, has asked the
Arkansas Railroad Club for help in
obtaining photos or plans ofthe old Rock
Island Choctaw Route Sta tion in Little Rock

This building will be incorporated rn the
hbrary sone way and they want to pfes€rve
and restore it as close to its ongmal
condition as possible At least they aren't
t€armg it down. Ifyou can help, contact him
atr Eas€o@wERarch.cotrr.

WANTED - Information on Missouri
Pacific's Mail Trains Nos 3&4 thai ran
between StLouis and Lrftle Rock then on to
Fo.t Wonh. Phoros afe especially wanted
This informahon will be used in an
upcomrng rssue of the Teminal Railroad
Association of Sl Louis Histoflcal and

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Little Rock Chapter NRHS
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Technical Sociely's magazine Conlact
Larry Thomas, Editor TRRA, PO Box 1688,
St Louis MO 63188

WAN I E D - Nane of building construction
conlractor, date constructed, op€ning event
date ol  Cotton Belt  Rarlway 140'x 324'
Machine Shop Building located in €ast
yards. Pine Bluff, Arkansas. B€lieved
consrrucrcd lE93-l  898 Contact Bi l lBai ley,
C B R I l  Society lnc, PO Box 2044, Pine
A l u f f A R  7 l 6 l l

FOR SALU- The Arkansas Rai l road Club's
reprin( of Gen€ llull's classic ,t o./1de
Roihoudt af Atktnsds, over 400 pag€s,
hardbound, foi l  s lamped, l imit€d run, 6"x9"
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book You can order ftom Wlite River
Producdons, Ioc-, 24632 Alrchor Ave,
Bucklin MO 6a63 1 or.all 817 - 18 l-246 7.
Cost $ $24.95 plus $5 shipping (or you can
pick one up at a club meeting and save the
poslage)

FORSALE - The Arkansas RailroadClub's
hardbound, 120-page book called Rdilrood
Stations and kains thrcugh Atleansas and
the Southwest lt\\as \+ritten by C lifton Hull
with help liom Tom Shook, arnong other
club memb€rs Kevin EuDaly of While
Rivef Produclions did the graphic design
and artwork You can order fiom White
River Productions, 24632 Anchor Ave,
Buckl in MO 64631. Cost is S299J plus

S4.50 poslage and handl ing ( total  of$34 45
ifyou're having it maiied). Mastercard or
Visa accepled You can call White River
Productions a! E77-787-2467

FOR SALE - James R Fair's book frc
La isiana & Arkan\as Railway This 176-
page clolhbound book has 80 black and
white illuslrations and coven lhe Louisiana
& Arkansas Railway liom ils beginning to
the modern era You can now order direclly
from Mr Fa; H€'ll €vcn autograph ir lbr
you Costdrrect ly Fom him is only $14 l l rs
address is James R. Fair ,2804 Nonhwood
Rd, Aust in, ' tX 7E703-1630 Cal l  512-451-
6194 ot 512-47 l -J689 .

fhc addfcss ofthe Surfhce Transportat;on Board is: OfTice ofthe Secretary, Case Control Unit,  1925 K Strecl, Washington
DC20423 The STB phone number for abandonment procedures (Off ice ofPublic Services) is: 202-565-1592 I lyou
contact thcm, it would be handy to use lhe Dockel Numbers Their Web address is: http://www stb.dol.Sov ifyou'd likc lhc
complclc
ISL lnSs

'lhcsc abandonncnt proposals have been printed in the Federal Regist€r or have come dircctly from lhc Surface
'IransDorlatioD lloard. They will go in effect unless one ofthe following occurs: l) an offer of fl,rancial assistarrcc is
rcceived; 2) a rcquesr for public use ofthe land is received (for inslance, rails-to-trails); 3) pelrlrons to reopen lhe casc is
f l l ed .Rar l roads ,be fo re theycan f i l e these"no t i ceso fexempt ionL lnde rCFRl l52Subpar tF , "mus tce r t i f y tha t l )no loca l
traffic has movcd ov€r the line for at least 2 years; 2) any overhead kaffic can be routed over other lines; 3) no lbnnal
cornplaint filed by a user is pending and; 4) environmental reports, historic reports, transmittal lefter, ncwspaPer
publicltion, and notice to gov€rnmental agencies have been met. Even though approval is granted for the railroads to
abaDdoD, it may be months oryears before track is actually taken uP.

KANSAS - UNION PACIFIC - To abandon a 57,72 mile line known as the Beatrice Branch from m.p. 66 near Jamaica to
m p. 125 Dear Marietta, Kansas. This includes two segmentsr the 29-mile northern segment between m.p. 66 and
mp95nor tho fBea t r i c€and lhe2E.T2mi lesegmen tbe tweenm.p95and l25 . l t i nc ludes thes ta t i onso fA ldoJc t ,
Princeton, Cortland, Pickrell, Beatrice, Holmesville, Bluf Springs, and Bameston Opposition/comments must bc
ti led by October 15, 1999 (This is more detai l  ofthe abandonment request f i led July 29. STB DocketNo AB-33,
Sub No 140, decided Seplember 9, filed September 20, 1999)

ILLINOIS - BNSF - On September 21, 1999, rhe STB denied a request of the BNSF to abandon 2.3 8 miles of l ine with in
the ciry limirs ofChicago. Two businesses along the line challenged BNSF'S assertion that it was losing rnoDcy.
(STB Docket No. A8-6, Sub No 3 E2X, served September 2l, 1999)

OHIO- NOnFOLK SOUTHERN - To abandon a 03 mile l ine between m.p. LM-120 8 and m p LM-l2l I  at
Cincinnati. Ohio. Effective October 2?, 1999 (STB Docket No AB-290, Sub No 207X, dccided September 20,

servcd Scpt€mber 27, 1999)
UTAH - SALT LAI{E CITY RAILROAD CoMPAlry, INC. - To adversely abandon a line from m P 798.74 at Ninth

Sourh Street in Satt Lake Ciry to rn p. ?75 19 al rhe Salt Lake County/Utah County boundary near Mount, including the I 4 mile
Lovendaht Spur connecnng wrth rhe main line at m p. 790.52, a total distance of24.95 miles Includes the stations ofsalt Lake
Cfty, Murray, Sandy, Draper and Mount, Utah. The li.e may be used as a light rail lme (STB Docket No. AB-520, d€cided
September 16, served September 28, 1999)

ARKANSAS RAILROADER - Little Rock Chaprer NRHS
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NORTH DAKOTA - BNSF - To abandon its l ine between BNSF m.p.69.05 and BNSF m.p 6l.19nearValleyCit),
Nonh Dakota, a distance of 7 86 miles. Effective November 14, 1999 (STB Docket No AB 6, Sub No 3 E6X.
dccided October 6, served October 15, 1999)

NEW Lf,ASED LOCOMOTIVtrS
Union Pacific plans lo lcast 1,000 new high-performance locomotiv€s 1o replace 1,500 old unils Mark Davis ofUP said these would

be more efllclent bu! lhe 500 they would replace wouldn'1mean fewerjobs at UP's Norlh Little Rock J€nks repair shops. tJP has 7,000
loco or ives The new SD-70 units being leased have direct DC tractron and ar€ rated 4,000 horsepower. f/.1 / kdnlas Deno(ot-G d.et I e.
Octabu 8 b, Randy Tardr)

MEMPHIS-KNOXVILLE RAIL LINK
(Meryhis) - Con8If.ss approved $500,000 to study a Knoxville to Memphis rail link. Thc funding will allow the

Kno\ville and Easlern Railroad Authority to study whether it is feasible to rehabilitate the old rail line betwecn Nashville
nlrd KDoxvilfe to Memphis. (Menphis Dusiness Journal, October 5, 1999)

I ve leurncd thal ewn when I have pain,\, I don t haye lo be one (age 82, anon " via email - thanks Debbie)

oLD ROCK LINE SOLD
lKutl\o.t ( itj) - Union Pacific has agreed lo sell the central portion of lhe old Rock lsland linc (244 miles) ac()ss ccDtr:tl

Ivl issouri to the Mrssouri Central Railroad This I in€ has[' t  been used since l9E2 when Southeo Pacif ic obtaincd i l  i ionl
lhc b0nkrupt Rock. lt wAs never formerly abandoned, but houses and neighborhoods have built up next to rho grllss covcrcd
lmcks (see lhepho tos ) .UPwi l l keep the l i nebe tweenV igus (wes to fS t  Lou is )and  S t  Lou is  rnd  be twecn  P lcasaDt l l i l l
and KaDsas City. Missouri Central took ovcr "operation" October 7. furion Pocijc new$ rclease)

Here arc lwo views oflhc lbnncr
Rock ls land l ine sold by Union
Pacif ic in Missouri .  This ponion is in
Lees Surnmit ,  just outside KAnsas
City and you can see the lvork Deeded
to rehabilitale th€ line. 1(?,
Ziegenbcirt photos)

I ye leumed lha! you uu tell u ht
aboul u nan bl lhe \ray he hqnllle\
thele thrce things: a ruiny duy lotr
luggag(, and tangled Chrishtt($ trce
/tgr^ /age 52, anon - via cDrail)

TARANTULA STtrAM.OFI'
(Forl lYorth, Tsrarr - Afler ne$

owners, Coe Sun ofMichgan, took ovcr
the Tarantula Steam ltain at the Foa
Worth Stockyards in April, all of lhe
rai l road's mechanics and engrDeers quir
because of changes in working

/1RK4NS,1S RAILROADER - Little Rock ChaDter NRHS



condrrions th€ new operators plan dinner
rrains and may lake off the popular Fon
Worth to Gfapevinc sleam excursions
,^pparenllr lhey don'1 favor steam and will
conccnlrate on dinncr lrain operations only,
bLrl that rcmarns to be scen Derrnis Lafson,
(icncral Managcr, disputes any lhough that
l re)  wi l l  d isconl inuc steam runs He says
lher plan to have up lo six sleanr and two
linner traLns a day 6y 2043 (lort Worth
Stdt ltltNtdtn. SepteDlhet 21, l9t)9)

( u rlr lr R lis & TOLT Ec t RouBLES
t { t r  l \ l t . t ! .o)  '  ihe Cu'nbrcs & Tol tec

Sccnic Nnrow GauSc ncar  Chl \n la.  New
Mcxico wrs g iver  l0  days back in
scptcnrbcr ro complclc rouline rrainlcnance
rnd shoq i t  is  caprble of  running Thc
(  umbrcs & 

' lo l lcc 
I {a i l road Conrmrssion

ei lcd r l re l ine 's  o\ rner  as bc ing 'not

l ln .nc, r l l )  rcsponsib lc  or  capable lo

Volume XXX,  Number 11 '  November 1999

operale" lhe tourist lin€ In I 998 the line had
a record ridcrship of 70,000 However, due
to del-efi€d mainlenance, three of the six
sleam locomotives were out of service in
September i999.

Happ), trail! and bless lhdt bia ltdin with
the be rfull ofuoal ahd the j olly .onductot
lhtt th.ovs thunbtack! at the tabb s

CROSSING FINES WAY UP
(Las /1neele, - Motorists runnrng pasl

crussing Sates or signals will face a fin€ of
S27l beginning in latc october ' lhafs an
increase of$16? from the cuffcnl line They
hope i t  wi l lmakesome people stop try inglo
beal lrains lo crossings The ncw fines ar€
expected togenerate 5200,000 in finesro th€
Counfy olLos Angeles in one year (l didn'l
do thc rnath, but how many crossing
incidents woufd this .ovetz) (Los Angeles

NASA'S TRAIN TO SPACI
Apparent ly  thcrc is  some ta lk  about  us ing

a magnctjc levitation (naglcv) track ro
accelerate a rocker up a nrcunlain lo the
spced o l  soundj  whcrcby i ts ' rockcr  cngin0s
would sla.l, takirrg thc ship thc rest of Lhc
way nrlo orbil This would saves tons ol'
money and cnergy 8€ning payloads ro space
Currently, thc Space Shuttlc uscs enough
cnergy lo  powcr lwo mi l l ion l i rmi ly  cr rs
eachsecond of lau ' rch andan) $ i r \  roredocc
this cncrgy would ltclp (Sr.lkt. /tutodlttl
Mo/nins llerultl, Octt )et l), 191)t))

Nothing lo p in this month

PI] 8 LI( '  IXCU RSIONS IN AIIKANSAS
.  A I T K A N S A S  &  M I S S O U R I
l lAlLl lOAD (800-6t7-8600) '  Runs
! inrasc prssengcr cars usrng ALCO
locomolivcs betwccn Sprirgdalc dnd Van
lhtren, Arkansas a d between Spri'rgdale

d Purdv, Missouri ove. formcr Frisco
uacks through rhc beaul i l l l  Bosbn
Mounrains, going lhrough runnels and ovcr
high ucsl les Wcb ̂ddress:
h t tp: //www.. rka nsasn issou ri- rr.com and
rhcir elndil addrcss is: drlmoa4lipo nct

W T I I T E  R I V E R  S C E N I C
RAILROAD (88E-31l-6224) -  Runs along
rlrc tbmous Missoufl Pacific Whit€ River

line (now thc Missouri and Norlhenl
Arkansat rhrouSh lhc beauliful Arkansas
ozzrks The trains run year round ftom
Calico Rock and Flippin. Arkansas
Web Sile: http //www.1rainfiD.con cmail
0lem at. wrsr@soulhshorc com

EUREKA SPRINCS AND
NORTH ARKANSAS RAILWAY (50I.
253-9623) in Eureka Springs, Aikansasruns
slcam excursions along a two mile track
alongrhe fornerMissouri & Nonh Arkansas
Railroad right of way It runs through
October 30 on Mondays through Saturdays.

DURANGO, COLORADO- The DuranSo

& Si lvcrton conrirrrcs ro do vcry wcl l  n rhc
excursion busincss betwecn l)Lrrngo nd
Silvenon, Colorado Wanr ro ridc') wrilc
Durango & Silverton Naffo$ Galge
Rai lroad, 479 Main Ave. l )urango Co
8130 | ot .allg 70-24'1 2'133 'l rrijrsrun Mny
through Octobcr Cosr is S5i roo'rdrrip per
adul i  or S88 i fyou r ide the p rbr cnr

MEXICO 'Coppcr Canyon l- i r | r len on rhe
Chihuahua Paci l lc Raihvay'  I in i r) lbrnarur
and rickcts, call Mex ican-A nrc ricLrn Ra lway,
800-659-7602 or 28 1 -872-0 1 90

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Litie Rock Chdpler NRHS



REMEMBERING SHERRII.[ .  I9!7

P. B. Vfoold.ridoe

Poor people havc vcry poor w&ys, r fact known to all except the rich. I had no crir so
it was diflicult to get to all the jbbs I prot€cled from thcie.Xl!| board. Some wecks I didn'f
g€t to work at all. It was dmost.aiainst the law for regular men, working 365 days s y€ar,
to lay off. But come fall every year back in the 30s and 40s werybody got to work at
tcmporary cotton jobs. The Coatotr Belt handled lots of cottotr, hence the name.

I rcccived a wire from the ChiefDispstcbcr ao proteca the Agency at Sherrill,
Arkansas. I rode No. 6 to Pinc Bluff. Awaiting my bus connection io Sherrill, I sat in thc
cafd drinking coffee, a small town boy in thc big city. A vcry good looking )oung fcmalc
came in and sat beside m0. I wondred at that t imc why, with such a long countcr, $hc
would do th{t, as I was thc only pcrsor al thc counter.

Later, in borrding thc bus, I discovcrcd my billfold misslng. I'll always belicvc th{t
good looking gal got it.

I arrivcd Sherrill about midnigba and cvcrything war in drrkness, atrd thc strccls
had becn rolled up.I was carryhg a suitcasc, my semi-automStic telegraph key, alrd m] old
Undorwood typcwriter, rs th€ rsilroad company did not furnish a typcwritcr. It wa$
October, 1937 and a cold witrd wa! ltrcaking across thc Grand Prairic,I had no idcr whcrc
thc railrold was, much les! the depot, Fortun{tcly about 20 minutcs later I heard o trlrin
whistl€. [t was a football special bringing the I'inc Bluff Zebras and their fans hom€ rftcr n
{ramc in Little Rock

Having found the railrord, I followcd i( to tbc dcpot. Peerirg through tbe window, I
could scc a hot firc in thc pot-bcllied stovc, and disccrned the figurc ofa persoD slccping on
^ tablc. I rappcd on the witrdow and Agert T. R. Sims opencd the door, and I spcnt thc
rcmrindrr ofthe night on another tablp.

Whcn wc ncw men bired out on thc railroad most of us wcfe ill prepared for rll thc
complcxiti€s of railroad operatior. Every ststioo was different, and thc lirst day on cach
iob, brcaking in, was hell. I had ncver handlcd cotaon beforc, and cotton was king that fall
in Shcrrill, Borcrrs were spottcd at a hrge loading dock or platform, lnd a Ncgro crcw
would load cotton from the platform, beiog paid 2l for each bale oD ahe lower dcck, rnd 5f
for cach brle loaded on upper dccks. I h&d to bc or thc platform lo check cach bale bcing
Ioaded, jotting do;daiilddh brlc t&g.number.

llflck th€n all abeiie little cotton towns were burtling rnd oyeryotre was busy, cvon thc
children rvere in the ficlds pickirg cottotr. And on Srturdays th€ population would triplc.

Thc first MediciDe Mrn I ever lrw wts rt Sberrill He h.d set-up his highly
decoratcd van on a vacant lot He had s little pet motrkey who performed to the delight of a
very largc crowd. He was selling a $1 bottlc ofclixir that he claimcd would cure all physical
ailmcnts, including indigestion, colds;fever6, arthritis and rhcumatism, and othcrs, {nd hc
was doing a land-office busincss.I 've s€€n such sccncs rep€ated many times il l  old wcstcrn
movies,

How times have changcd! The depot, thc railroad and evcn the Medicine Man have
all disappcared, victims of progress. .&

A.rkarrsag RaiTioader
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10. Carthage. Joplin and Short Creek Rallv/ay Comr,anv:

This s6lnpsly as incorporated utder the general  raj-hoad lavs ofI t r issouri  by art ictes of assocj.at ion-f i l€d in the off ice of i f re Secret"ry ofState of Missouri ,  September 6, 1881. I t  constnjrcted the l ine;f  ro.Lal f roE
Uarlhage to Jo!] in,  I i issouri ,  conptet ing Bame June 19, 1892. l j i leage . , . ,  17.5g

Termini :  Fron south l rolerty. , l j .ne of Central  Street at  Carthage to a potnt
0 . 0 1  m i l e  e a s t  o f  P r i s c o  c r o s s i D g e t  J o p l i n ;  a n a l  f r o i  H . S .  o n  n a i n
l inc to Fr isco r ight of  Vay t iDe at JoDl in.

?his l in€ vas buil t  vith Missouri pacif ic noney and \7as
that company by virtue of stock o,rnership up to the tr i" 

" i  
i i"the parent conpony.

The pr.olerty, rights anC franchr:jes of the cor,rpeny \7ere purclEsoit by .The issouri ?acif ic Railvay Company by d.eed dated. S"pi"^i" i- i i ,  tE8J, and tboorgohization of the C.J. & S. C. Ry. Co, vas no longer naintainJO ond ceased.to  ex i s t .

11. Laclcde and Creve coeur Lake hailroad Conpany:

This comlany vas ir,corporatoal un(l.er the
N i s s o u r i  b J  a r t i c l e s  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  f i f e 4  i n  t h e
S t a t c  o f  l , l i s s o u r i ,  S e p t e n b e r  2 ? ,  1 8 8 0 .  I t s  l i } ] e
to Crcve Coeur lake, \vas conpletea Juty 1, 1881.

Teinini :  ! ronl  H.B. connect ion vi th hain l i l te at
at Crevc Cocur l,ake.

operated by
F{richase by

z

c

o

o
F
z

o

F]

a

generaL tailioail l,avr's of
off ice of the S€cletary of
of roacl ,  f rom Lakc Junct ion
M i L e a g e  . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1 . 9 9

l,al<e Juhct ion i jo eniL of ; rack

This conpany vas started by outsiale capital but the line nas tuilt by
The lrlissor!i Pacific Rai\7a"r Comlany and !]as olerated by that c.nrpany by vi!'tue
of o\/nershi! of a majority of the capital stock up to the t irE of l ts p1rlchase.

The lrolerty. r iShts and. f ianchi.ses of the compahy lrere F)rchascdl by
'!he i \ i issorri  Pacif ic Railvay Company by doed dated Septenber 12, 1883, end tbe
orJtrnization of the L. a C,C.!, R.R. Co. \?as no longer l- 'Eintaineal and ceaseal

."-2, tsrocalvav to Vulcan Street:

?his l ine vr 'as constncted by the St. l ,ouis' fron tr lormtain anal Southern
laj l \ lc.y conpany (Incorporeted. Nay 16, 1874 - See lage 68) as a connection vith
the Ccrondelet lranch of ?he liissouri Pacific Rai]rray Com]Eny, and uas compLeteal
Jun€ 1, 1892 (total length 0.39 ni lo). ghis port iolr of tbe l ine, l ihi cI \7as
trui l t  o. Missouri Pacif ic r i8ht of way, r ' /as ?urc\ascd by The ltr issdlr i  Pacif lc
Ra i l . , , r ay  Cornpcny  June  1 ,  1904 .  t r l l l ea8p  . . . . . . , . .  . . . . . . . . .  O .11

Tenninl: Fron I{.B. at Broathroy Junction to tTest l iDe of Vulcan Street.

T o i 2 1  M i l e a 8 e  " P u r c h a s e a l  L i n e s "  - . . . . . . . . . .  - . . . ' . . . . . . . .  6 e . 9 0

trxtcnsions Constructeci  by The l i lssoul i
Pecif ic Rai l \ ' ray ConDanY {1880)

lq:-L-S=e-E BL ilee\-.q!e!4e-e,

: : i l e a g e  .  " . .  - . .  '  " .  ( t e d u c !  l  1 0 ' 3 6
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14' Glepcoe Sranch, froh headblock on nain Line
track at Line l( i lns; conpl-etea January 15, 1882.

at Glencoo Junctiolr to end of
t l i Leagp  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 ' 00

15, Blach?ster Eranch, fro!
depot at l:?rreDsbur8 to enal

Il-Llnco1n Sranoh, fron a
lY4ter) Nebras)e, to enal of

h€ealblock on rBin
of t lack at stone

line 0.56 E[fe east of center of
quarries; conDleteal Januery 15,

&.'-E-$9!CI9!_!9!C494_9I9I94, froln center of depot at Coops to endl of tlack
gLlagt1eil; conptetedl August 2+ , LAA4. Hileage . . . . . . . . . , . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . - . 5.79

point 0.65 nlLe lvest of center of alepot at l leeplng
track at Lincolh; coE]pleted August 25,.1886.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . -  33 .92

18. Sartrv county Eatengion,
Pacif ic cxossing at ?ortal,
Deoenber 1, L886, Mlloag€

frorn PapilLion Junction, 0.15 'nile south of Union
Neblaska, to Sefw-Douglas Coul1ty Liho; comPletetl

, . . . . , . , . . 2 . 09

19, llebraska Citv Blanch, flon a loint on section
20, Tovlship 6 N., Range 14 E. ( joinin8 the lai ls
See XIII.-4, pag€ 461, to Ueepihg \7ater f i :nction,
depot at lyoepint l.'Llater, Nolraskai cor4r1€tecl August

line be'tveen Secttons 19 cnd
ol The Nebraska Southern Ry. -
1.12 h1]€ east of center of
28 ,  1887 .  L l i l eage  . .  26 ,76

20. Jefferson City. loonvil le and lexi[gton Branch:

Frorn To
Dato

Comploteal L[iles

l ,{arshatt
l larshall  Jct.
Cole Junction
Including aaljustrlgrt s

21. crete

llyrlck
3oonvi11e

in mileage: 6-1-05
9- 7-06

4- 9-88
7JZ-88
d 3-.oz

45.2A

.11
.06

Iermini: (a) Frorl) I{,8. on l l .ain l ine at Cole Junction to rr&d of Boonvil l 'e
lranch,' |  on est l1ne of Fifth Street at Boonvil le, 41.21 ni les.
{bl Fron 'J.C.B.& L. Juncti.od' at goorff i l le to a poitrt  817 feet

. oast of H.!. connectlon viih Loxir€4on Sranch at llyrick Jot.,
75,85 lni les; Vest loonvil le lvyo, 0.26 ni lei Mars}lal l  S]trr, 2.22
ll i lesi West leg v/ye at lvlarshallr 0.25 m11o,

Branch, f lon Ialnage to crete; conpleteiL NoveEber'  1,  188€'\

nain llne 0.55 ntle aorthftoi center of
track at Cret€, Nelrasl€-

lelrnini: Fronr coDnect ion vi th OrE}a
tle!ot at IalInage_lo end,if
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j l ! -  !__.\  -C, l j f  ! : ! !S!1, f ron l ,ar{ .  . . r i : - r  luncuio:1 io: i -T. & S.F. r ig i t  of  1r: i : :  l i r :c
i i  f t i : r ,  : . ia.  (?.13 ni lcs),  : : r( :  i :  - \E - ! .T- , .  5"1' .  r i : - . rr i  cf  i ;c)-  11ne : t  Cor: ; : . ,  : :o. ,' i .  I . l l ^  c o . n " - c : r { j r  v i i ) : : r : : i 1 1  l j : r j  . :  l o c l . :  C r c c t  - - r i c t . : o n  ( 0 . 6 3 ; r r l e ) j  c r : . t r l . , j c \ l
, r ' ) .  : 1 .  l r { l : .  T o t r t  | r i l e o a e  . . .

:9r-!ll: i,rirr0l] _r-r,a. lil}!!!l]--i]]q:.:!]l:- , frar:r Icv.,dn r,o 3hclrion, conr.ri!ic(l ,nr1;"
; d ,  1 8 0 1  ,  l b . r ' 5  n i l e s ;  i i  c , r : ,  , j . r ! t . t i r r  i o  c u r  r i : g e ,  c o  r p t . r , L c c  , . ! u l ! : t  ? t  1 , t t t .
3 3 . 1 . ?  ) r i l c i ;  c ! . n e o t . r o n  : , i  : ' l ' r r : ! r i  j l r l i ,  c o r i , l l !  i j e L l  I f e b r u J r t  z l r ,  1 ! . 1 6 ,  ' l . r i ,
n i l e ,  a n C : , h i . e  I l l v c r  c ( i n : c . r L o r :  : r t  C 2 . t h a g e ,  c o - r l r l e t e d  J : n u a r y  1 ,  1 . 1 0 . .  . l 5
r i l e i  o  ; o r r 1  r _ : i l e a 3 e  o f  . . , - . - . . - - .  . ! 7 . . . 1 4

4ernrni :  Frcrn cen"ei  of  delot r t  Nevada to
S t r e c i  . t  C B r t h a g c  { 4 6 . 9 C  x r i l c s  )  -
I :  5 .  ? y "  0 , ? B  i n i l c  s o u t h  o f  c e n t c r
Pac. souir l  l . ioht of  r /ay l ine -  No,

south pr.:erty l ine of CentraL

36; and l lon H.3. on main l ine
n e ' r r  C c r l h . - e  l .  ; l o . ) r . .  r i ' h t  o f  \ 7 a y  l i n e  -  N o .  4 3 .

23.,rr.gtq!tr!!ti.rrt-4 j t .1, . ! i ._3r i j  lL l Io.  51, JcntrE ry 22, I9r4, t .JtLe. l

, 1 5 .  C D l x r c c , i o ' r  b c r , / e c j  i . l t ( j  j t , j , ,  &  t e : < . i!..IL(],J o. 2 ) axd (.-CrqiJ. Itl/_r ilro" J l"

l c r - r ' i i r r l i :  l r . n  r  . r o j n t  l l , 3 z ?  t c c t  c a s t  n f  ] t , 8 .  c o n n c c t l o n  a t  l t y r - i c t (  " c l , .  t o
p o i n t  6 , 0 9 ?  f c c t  o r s t  o f  c a r ) e  ? o i ) r c ,  L : r c a s u r e d  o n  L c i : 1 n f i t o n  B r r r l c ] r .

' : i  , i l  . : j i (  r :  L  i r L ! - ;

1
i1

i:
1

- J .  l e

u l  n i l c a : I r  o f
1 1 8 0 0 )  r ;  t h ' l

yu4latx
l h c  l r i i . s o u r i  P a c i f i c  i l a i l \ / a y  C o .
t i r i re ol  the consol id.at ion of

591-  1n
1 4 8 .  9 l

r)0- 9i l

t i
;
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Seven lounge grill coaches were delivered to the Missouri Pacirtc Lines and lhe Texas and

Pacific Railva, by American Car and Foundry Company's St Charles, Missouti pla lin

February 1948- The coach seats 41 passengers in individually reclining seats while I can be

set'yed in the lounge. The grill provides refreshments and light meals (American Car and

Foundry Company photo, Ken Ziegenbein collection)

{
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A Rock lsland accident investigation photo taken ar Biddte yard, Ljnle Rock, between 8 and 9 a jn
Ocrober 9, I952 They were rnvesligaLing a personal injury ofa brakeman lhat had occurr€d 9 monrns
carrcr lhe slene shows whar an engjnecr can see ofthc {iont ofhis engine wh€n lookina out ahead
rhrough de righr-hand windoet. (L T. Watker co ection)

A Rock Island accident investigation phoro ofRI Motorcar 9070 al Et Do.ado, A*ansas, no ctat€ grven.
They w€re inv€sligation damag€ lo the raitcar caused by an autonobile when it hitrhe si;e of#9070 The
auto raked along the side ofihe motorcar for a disrrnce of25'3" doing considerable damage to the
equipment. /, T. Walker collection)

ARMNSAS MILROADER
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,1 Kada! City Southem 800-class engine and caboose went into lood \|oters at Flot Crcek Bridae G15i sonrh ol
Widhrc2 /t*dnsas in 194 i os it wds heodikg to DeQueen h hod j ust unloaded I 5 Pu nan ca^ litll ol An,r W,4( S
nTerltkana. (Phihp L Moseley collection)

WREtrK AT FLAT trREEK ERIDE;E tr-453
Cust south of Winthrop, Arkansas)

by: Phil ip L. Mos6ley

15

I

WIen I fist started working for lho Kes8l City
Soutlcm as s operdtor in 1968, I mel a f€llow, ihe lalc C. E.
''Cel Scagnves al DoQueen, Arkansas, {here I w[s working
Sccond Tdck Mr Seagavos was a rather colorful character, a
sron lcisty mo vith a gravelyvoico whose regular assignmcnt
\ !ns lns inecron No I  and No.2,  the o ld Southem Bcl lc '
bcrwcon DeQueen and Shrevepon He hcld thaljob unlilthc
llcuc cmc or in NoveDber I 969 (30'i r r niverorry thh
mo.th), even lhrouth hc did lay off Lhe ldt trip it made

Mr Seagov6w6 a Ether spe.ial friend ofminc Hc
Bavc me my firsr cab ride on a pasmAer t_.in otr th. "B.llc"
bctween DeQueen md Ashdom on night not long boforc thc
''llellC'cmc otrat 75 dd E0 mph mortoflie way. Somctrmcs
rhc Bclld would b. a lrtl le l6le, say 15 or l0 minutes, and hc
\lould rcllme l ll lake hq in on limc."

Mr Seagmves rold De a Ether inreEting story one
rime aboul a wrcck in l94l He wdcall€d as a Flagmrn on a
rloop ftain of Amy WACS The idin consisted ofd E00 typc
rasscnger engine. I 5 Pullmm cds dd a cahoosc Thc sct thc
P-llmms our a( Te\dkea to be drlivered ro rhe Mssouri
Pacific, then ploceedcd to DeQueoD withjusta caboose.

This wa in the Lain o!do! days with no bk'ol, siSddls
on thc linh Subdilkion ofthe KCS Needlcss ro $y lhrc wcrc
ballins thcjack rowud DeQu€en and with rhe s0GclrNs
pNsengcr locomolive, the' *ere licking olfthc mllcs

Lilue did they knowthatlhere had bcc a llrdr lkx,d
and a washout 0' Flar Creek Bridge C-453 jusl sourh o1'
Win'hrop, Arkmsd As lhe engine toppcd Liplon llillmd
slaned downhill rowdd Flat Crcck, Mr Sea8laves noliccd tlrc
wahou( ycllcd al lhe ongin@rto plugherandjump lhcy
borh drd, ighr into the ealer The engine ed caboosc rcnr o(I
into lhe waleralso Thc 800 twed over on her sideand thc
@b@salmostsunk, droMing bElemo t@k lluckabcc of
Tcxdkma He wN tlle only crew nember killcd in rhc $ruck

Mr Seagraves losr his gold railro.d w.rch in rhc varcr
ard il is srilllhere soneplace ro this day Hc 8or our ol rhc Nsrcr
md walked back lo Allenc, Arkms, Dileposl a5? and callcd rr'c
dispalch.r at a phonebox md nagged

Mr Seagraves €fted a few year ane thc Bcllc'
camc offmd wo.ked through Aeights for awhilc &d cvcntually
retired oflofaswilch engine in Dermls Yed He passcd away
in t973 >

ARKANSAS M]LROADER



A cool and foggy, drizzly day lits the mood as the last No. 2, Kansas City Southcrn's .s'.rrthem Belle. Vepucs
lbr an on time departurc from DeQueen, Arkansas, Novembcr 4, 1969, 30 years ago this month. From left to
rightr Porter Lucien Stewart, Ca.rrnan P. Brooks, Conductor R. P. Meredith and Brakemdn Jim Bales
(Photograph by John Craig, fron the colleclion ofP L. Moscley)

. ,' :1",*g
Missollli & Arkansds Pqssenger Train No. 202, lead by 4-6-0 No 20 al Harrison, Arkansas,
June 1938 (Huold,K. Vollrath collection)


