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NOVEMEER PROGRAM3- Mr. Martin M, Pomphrey, Assistunt Vice President, Public Relations

And Advertising, Frisco Railroad, St. Louis, will be the speaker at our November meeting,
As you remember Mr, Pomphrey was to hive addressed our club at the September meeting but’
was unatle to be here, The dete 1s November 12th starting at 2 M at the MOP Office Eldg.
in North Little Rock. This shouid be an interesting program and trust we can have a good
attendance, Bring those visitors. While on aubject of programs, Tom Shook presented a
very interesting telk on the Santa Fe at our QOctober meeting. Mr., W.F, _(Bill) Reed,
Cotton Belt superintendent at Pine Bluff would probably have been our speaker &t this
meeting but account recent strike, stc, was tied up elsewhere, We hope to have Bill

at a future meeting,

1979 OFFICERS; Nominations for the slate of officers for 1979 will be presented at
the November meeting by Chairman of Nominating Committee, Waiter Welker. We need to
bhave a very good attendance for this inportant function,

DECEMEER CHRISTNMAS PARTYs 1Its not too early to get in the apirit of things for our
annual Christmas get-together, QCur party this year will be held at the Tom Shook's,
Tom's address is 1716 Alberta Drive in Little Rock, The date is Saturday evening,
Decenber 9th starting at 7:30 PM. Cost 1s $4.00 per person, you can pay at the

door and reservations sre required, Another great big reminder on this will be
forthcoming in the [ecember newsletter, This looks good and promiges to be an
evening of fun and good fellowship. Mark it on your calendar now,

HOGTRAIN, INC: A new corporation, Hogtraln, has been formed to promote tour packages
to Razorback football games, utilizing Amtrek, The company's first dour will be a trip
to the Uof A-Baylor geme at Waco. For $97.50, euch participant will receive round trip
tail transportation from Little Rock, game ticket, and obsenight's lodging et the Ft,
worth Hilton Inn, Several meals will also be provided. Amtrak has agresd to add three
coaches and one Amdinette to train 21 leaving Little Rock on Friday night November 10,
Tne tour group will return to Little Rock aboard train22 Sunday night, This first sour
°  was sold out within three weeks, and adaitional tours are now being considered for the
UofA-SMU game in Dallaa on November 25, and for the Cotton Bowl., Special movements of
thies type help to introduce many people to the advantages of rail travel, in eddition
to boosting the revenuss of the Inter-American, Any aArk ARP members who might be inter-
ested in tickets aboard either of these tours should write to HOGTRAIN, 8615 Chicot Road,
Little Roock,Ark., 72209 (From Arkansas Assoclation of Railroad Passengers Newsletter,
Aug-Sept.l973) Editor's Note: Our very good member, Bill Pollard of Conway, is the
news-editor of this publication aml we wish to congratulate Bill on & filne Job.

Amtrak station improvements at Little Rock include refurbished seating to accommodate
over 50 passengers, and &n answerphone donated by HOGTRAIN which will be installed soon,.
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WABASH ELUEBIRD - L&\ ELUEEIRD---We are all familisr with the fapougsstrestlined dope-
liner operated by the former WABASH R.R. which ran on & daily achedule St.Louis-Chicago,
Chicago-St.Louis in the glory days of the pessenger train, Did you know however, that
Arkansas once 'had @:-train called THE BLUEBIRD?? It did and it was operated by the old
Louleisna & Arkansis RR. and the train made & daily round trip from Minden, La, to Hope,
Ark., It was & gas-electric motor train and since I am mot familiar with the train and
if any of you remember 1t would llke to know some details about it; color scheme, etc.
Your ed is femilier with the other name train operated by the L&A-~-THE SHREVEPQRTER.
Rode it one time between Hope and Shreveport. Went to Hope on MOP Train 1 arriving
there in the wee hours of the morning., After No. 1 whistled off THE SHREVEPORTER
backed into the station, As I remember, the equipment consisted of a combination
mall-baggage, a coach, & cafe-parlor car and a drawing room sleeper received fram

MOP Train 1, the car being a dally thru aleeper from St. Louis to Shrevepart. at

the smoky end was an lmmaculate looking 1ittle ol burner; cennot remember the wheel
arrangement but 1t was either an eight wheeler or a ten wheeler. After loading,the
hogger whistled off, rounded & curve south of the station &nd headad for Stamps, Ark.,
Springhill, Minden and Shreveport, La, My ride was in the early thirties and generally
before the railroads had gotten too much into aiv-conditioning, I sat by the open win-
dow in the coach and watched the little oil turner take the curves on a well ballasted
roadbed at some fifty to fifty five miles per hour., My only regret on the ride was
that I did not go back into the cafe car and partake of breakfast, wWhile on subject
of the L&A, let us go on for a bit---At that time the officer's list on the L&A was
impressive in that there were three prominent Arkansana, all now deceased, who held
down important chairs with the road., First and foremost was the president, Harvey

C. Couch, who had an office in both Shreveport and Pine Bluff, Ark, Couch &t the time
wea also preaident of the Arkensas Power & Light Company. His sssistant at Pine Bluff
wes R.E. (Bob) Ritchie and the general attorney at Little Rock was C. Hamilton Moses,
Both Ritchie and Moses went on in later years to become presidents of AP&L, At the
time well known lumberman, E.A. Frost was chairman of the board of the L&i. If my
memory is correct Frost was also at one tlme president of the A&lM. R.R. One reason
the L&A was & fine railroad was because it was headed up by Harvey C. Couch., Angything
that Couch headed up had to be fine, The line became a "Fallen Flag' many years ago
when it was absorbed by the larger KCS System. Couch's former biz car, "Magnolia®

now sits at Couchwood, his former estate =nd home near Hot Springs. This car was
described in an earlier edition of the newaletter, Those of us who knew and remember
the L&A do so very fondly and just wish it was still around, From my cbservationa of
what T saw of the road thought its little oil burnera were the prettiest around,

THE INTER-AMERICAN---Arkansas' only passenger train; The Inter-~American, 1s now opera-
ting again on a tri-weekly schedule, Local ticket office hours are € PM to 3 AM.
Rumors abound that & muil contract is aguin being negotiated for the train; if it
happens this would help to perbaps get tne train back on a daily scheduls, It seems

to be everyones opinion however that Amtrak is still treating it as their "stepchild®,
which is probably correct., The up and coming additional equipment to be added for
the football crowd might help it some which we hope it will, Understand a receat
nishap on MOP put the train on & detour route; namely Cotton Eclt and Frisco, This
would seemed to heve been from Poplar Bluff, Mo. to Dexter Joct., thence Cottonkblt

to Jonesboro and thence Frisco to Hoxie and back to MOP. 1 cannot be certain however
about this detour route; knowing the routes available I cen only guess. Only thing I
know for certain is tbat I heard it was detoured over C.B. and SLSF, I wowld be interes-
ted in knowing what kind of time the train mude on the Cotton Belt, It wes certainly
running on another smooth reil-heavy ballasted roadbed. Its & ceftuinty that the best
roadbeds and heaviest rail in the state ure on xh?'MOP-SSH—KCS. '

Yews items stated thut the recent rail clerk's strike cost the Cotton Eelt Une Million
per day. This line and the KCS were the hardest hit of any in the state. A sure all
of us were glad to see it come to an end and see those treins roiling again,
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A few new railroad books that msy be of interest to our membership include the
foliowing, all avelilable from the Kunsas City R.ilroad Museum Gift Shop, Kansas
City, Mo, (If interested let me know and I will provide price, ete,)

TLXAS & PACTFIC: FROM CX TEAMS TO EAGLES
SOUTHERN RnlLWAY PANORAMA

SCUTHERN PACIFIC REVIEW 1977 (Believe this is availahle at Joe's Hobby Shop)
THE CIRGUS MOVES BY KAIL (Should be very interesting to circus fans)

The above are Just z few of the interesting books available from K.C.R.R. Museum,

Fleage be thinking of what you want to display at our second antiques and artifacts
show in lobby of the Worthen Benk, dates are Jan, 8 thru Feb. 2, 1979, Lets make
this one bigger than ever., Now underdtend we will receive lots of TV coverage
from possitly Channel 7 and perhaps alsc from Channel 4 and Channel 11, Flegse
start now to lend your assistamce. to Pill Bailey and let him know as soon as
possible what you intend to display, OQur members have a little of everything
that wakes for an interesting display, This showing also afords us an oppor-
tunity to get some additional memkers, There are untpld numbers of peeple in
Little Rock/Northlittle Rock and throughout the state who are interested in
railroads and we are sure gcmehavecollsctions of items that we know nothing
about, We need scme more members so lets start right now in trying to get

them, NEW MEMBRAS DRIVE IN PROGRESS &S5 OF NOW.

Intended to run another of Mike Adamsg! fine articles in this edition but looks
like space will not permit., Be patient Mike and we will try and run another

one in the January, 1979 issue, If funds were gvailablle your ed could sit down
and type some 10 pages of news items; the material is here; what is needed 1s

one thing and one thing only---that green stuff. We oftentimes become envicus
of those cluba that can get out & really fine newsletter; they are to be con-
gratulated; some are real fine. Oh well, perhaps some day we can do it, A lot
of new members will help, Qur attendance of our preseat membera needs & good
deal of improvement, We are all guilty, Of course w> all *ake irips, sometime
we are 411 but when we are in the city on the cays of our mestings please, please
make every effo. b to attend the meeting . Nothing is more discouraging to the
president or to a program chairman than to loock out and see a half empty audience,
Ttis club is part of a heritage that is rich in history. Lets keep it that wey.

An erticle in the Nashville Banner 9-6-78 prcelaimed that the Tenn.Velley R.R.
Museum was scheduled to approach the city park toard {c romovs former NC&STL 4~R-4
from the park, xofirrbich it, and run excursions with the old girl. According to
local reports the park board defered action until tho Qctober 5th meeting....
{Part of Item from NRHS News Extra, October 1978) Ed's Note,.im sure Southern

Ry. could use another steam loco for excursion ssrvice. O0ld favorite No. 4501
cannot possibly stay in service too much longer. No. €10 should last indefinitely.

"EEWAKE 4GAIN' Seversl newsletters repart another reason railroaders way not welcome
railfans, It i8 reparted that 'efficiency personnel! of Gonrail, using the guise of
fans, complete with cemera equipment, huve teen sneaking around raill property to
catch emplioyees goofing off", (FROMj-~THL.TRAINMASTER, PACIFIC NORTHWEST CHAPTER,
NRHS, PORTLAWD OREGON.)

we reported in our Octoter issue about K.1. Gar No. 90212, low good news-=Qur
club has purchgsed tne car from the Rock Isiand and pidns are to resiore it and
piace it on display on our club.property in Horth Little rnock., Additional detuils
will bb supplicd by drez.bill keiley at lhe Novewber meeting,

SC LGuG Flrl duw cuoall GF YOU AT Tht o0Vobbon FERTING
biiaG ThSL VICITURS

Eill Merck - Editor
{TLe Oia Grey Fox)



