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A very cold February 1975 day at Stilwell, Oklahoma as KCS #664 pulls a southbound freight through town.
Tempemture was 3 degrees F. (Bill B. Bailey photo)
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2OO2 OFFICERSi POSITIONS OF THE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB

!8ESlDENI - Fred Fill€rs, 29009 Baody Rd, Little Rock AR 72223-9720 (501-821-2026)
VICE PRESIDENT - Ron Esserman, 326 Esserman Ln. Dover AR 72837-7754 (501-331-2030)
TREASURER - Walfcr B. Walker, 8423 Linda Ln, Littte Rock AR 72227-5983 (501-225-082lu)
SECRI-l'fARY - Tannry Hodkin, 506 Gordon St., N l,itllc Rock AR 72 | l7-4713 (501-945-2128)
EDITOR - Ken Zicgcnbcin. l023ClayculCir ,NLi i t leRockAR72l l6"3728(501-758-1340)
NRHS DIRECTOR -Tom Shook, I716 Albeda Dr. Li l l lc Rock AR 72227-3902 (501-225-8955)
B!.qIQGBAIEEB - John C. Jones, I l? Cottonwood, Sherwood AR 72120"401 I (501-83s-3729)
TRIP ADVERTISING - David P. Ho8e, 3721 Idlewi ld,  N Li t t le Rock AR 72116 (501-771- 1025)
l lgIqBIAN - Gene Hul l .  3507 E Wadrinston Ave #31, N l- i t t le Rock AR 721 l4 (501-945-738or
Dq\BL!? - Bill Bailcy. 83 r8 Rcynrcfc Dr, Little Rock AR 72227-3944 (50t-224-6828)
B O A R I ) ' 0 3  -  R o b i n  T h o m a s ,  l 0 9 8 0 R i v c r c r e s t D r l / 2 6 . l . i t t l e R o c k A l t 7 2 2 l 2 , l 4 l 2
Bl l \&Lgl-  Stanlcy Wozencraft .  108 N Palm St,  l . iu lc RockAR 72205-3827 (501-664-3301)
BOARI) 05 -  Leonard - l  halmuel ler,  :  l  l lanover Dr,  Li t le Rock AR 72209-2159 (501-562-821
gq\BD!! - Jim Wakefield, l l6 Auburn Dr. Litllc Rock AR 72205-2769 (501-664-0232)

T h c A I t K A N S A S R A I L R O A D C L U B i S a n o n - p r o f i l o r g a n i z r t i o n o f r a i l r o r d r n d t r a i n e n ( h u s i a s t s l b r l w a s f o r m c d i r l 9 6 9 . W c
arc r lso thc Li t t lc RockChaptcr ofthc Nat ionr lRaihysy Histor icalSociety.  We m€eton l le sccond Sundays ofmost monl ls at 2
p.rn. Aryone i  terestcd in trains is wclcomcl

f)ues tojoin thc AfIKANSAS IIAILROAD CLUB arc currc||tly $20 a ycar, which includcs thc monthly /ltk(nsa! Ruiltou el
ncr|s lc l lcr .  l f  you'd l ike to joir  the NRHS through our club ( lhus bcing a menlbcr ofthc Li l l le Rock Chapltr  NRHS a d
national NRHS), you nust pay $20 a y€ar morc, bringing thc tolal to $40 a yerr for bolh. Dres rr€ alwrys payable oD Janurry
l" ofeach year, bul you may pay at any time (mcmbership lvill cxtend through lh€ following yerr).

To join or ren€w, s€nd your namc, addr€ss and phone numbcr plus du€s to lhc ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB, P0 l lOX
9151. NORTH LITTLE ROCK AR 72119. Cl l l  501-758-1340 for i r formrt ion, The n€wslettcr cdi tor 's emai l  addrcss is:
tr:riIsfA)trrinwc{ther.com The Arkansas Rsilroader h put o thc Web no thly, and thst address is:
htlp:/Atww.lrainwca(lrcr.conl

-l hc May program ofthe Arkansas Railroad Club, on EUNU!L!!\L!9 (note date changed from second to third Surday
due to Mother's Day being on the previous Sunday), will be givcn by Willa Pinkerton, railroad agent olthe Little Rock
Port Arthority Railroad. She has been agent fo nany years and is only thc second railroad agent since the company's
iDccption in the early 1970s. A history ofthis switching line is givcn below.

'l 
ime ofthe meeting will be 2 p.m. at the usual place, Pulaski tleights Presb,,terian Church, 4401 Woodlawn Drive, Little

Rock. Refreshments will be served.
'l'he June meeliDg will once again be held at Dover for our annual outing 1() ride Ron Esserman's backyard WaldeD 'l oo

Railroad. Date will be June 15, a Saturday. We will not have the regular meeting in June as a result. It is advised to briDg
your lunch to this fun outing.

OPERATIONS AND HISTORY OF THE LITTLE ROCK PORT AUTHORITY RAILROAD
(as cut and pastedfrom the website)

The Lltt le Rock Port Authority Railroad is a switching railroad that serves
the  L i t t le  Rock  por t  Indus t r ia l  Park .  The l ine  ex tends  f rom i ts  iunc t ion
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wi th  the  Un ion  Pac i f i c  Ra i l road  and  the  Bur l i ng ton  Nor the rn  San ta  Fe  Ra i lway
Company near the Litt le Rock Nationaf Airport ao the Arkansas Rlver at the
L i t t l e  Rock  Por t  dock  fac i l i t i es .  The  sys tem inc ludes  seve ra l  spu r  l i nes  to
indus t r i es  w i th in  the  Indus t r i a f  D i s t r i c t  and  a  marsha f i ng  ya rd  where
switching lakeg places between the Litt le Rock port Authoiiay Railroad and
the Union Pacif ic Railroad and the Burf ington Northern Santa Fe Raifway
Company. The Port Railroad operates on approximatrely 12 miles of track.

The  Por t  Ra i l road  i s  a  v i t a f  l i nk  i n  t he  t ranspor ta t i on  ne twork  fo r  t he
L i t t Le  Rock  Indus t r i a l  D i s t r i c t  and  fo r  g rea te i  L i t t l e  Rock .  The  ra i f road
provides direct intermodal connectlons r,/ i th the r lver terminal on the
Arkansas  R ive r  f o r  ove r  t h i r t y  i ndus t r i es ,  wa rehouses ,  and  d i s t r i bu t i on
compan ies  i n  Lhe  d i s t r i c t  a fong  l v i t h  numerous  sh rppe rs  f rom the  cen t ra f
A rkansas  reg ion .  Th i s  a f fows  sh ippe rs  to  access  g iobaL  * " f t ec  a reas  v ia  the
Arkansas /M iss i ss ipp l  R i ve rs  sys tems  th rough  the  i n te rnaL iona f  po r t  a t  Ne \d
O :  l e -ns ,  Lo -  - s i ana .

The  Por t  Ra i l road  ope ra tes  w i th  a  fou r  man  c rew.  Hours  a re  f ro rn  7 :00  a .m.  to
3 :30  p .m.  Monday  th rough  F r iday .  Over t ime  sw i t ch ing  i s  a t  t he  d i sc re t i on  o f
the  Execu t i ve  D i recLo r  o f  t he  po r t  Au tho r l t y .  The  po r t  Ra i l road  connec ts  to
the  Un ion  Pac i f i c  Ra i l road  and  by  t rackage /hau l i ng  r i gh ts  to  the  Bur l i ng ton
Nor the rn  San ta  Fe .

The  Por t  Ra i l road  i s  a  Su r face  T ranspora t i on  Board  ce r t i f i ed  sw i t ch ing
ra i f road  au tho r i zed  by  ICC Federa f  Docke t  No .  24549  da ted  Augus t  4 ,  1667 .
The  Por t  Ra i l road  ac t i va ted  ce r t i f i ca t i on  i n  June  1972 ,  and  h i red  a  fou r  man
c rew in  Oc tobe r  1974 .

Empfoyees  a re  under  a l l  Federa l  Ra i f road  reguLa t ions  (Eng inee r
Cer t i f i ca t i on ,  Sa fe ty  Regu fa t i ons ,  and  T rack  Ma in tenance )  .  The  t rack  i s
ma in ta ined  fo r  a  C lass  I I  r a i t road .  The  900  Hp  d iese l  e lec t r i c  EMD
locomot i ve  bu iL t  i n  1952  i s  Leased  f rom RELCO Locomot i ves .  The  ma in l i ne
t rack  i s  110#  ra i l .  The  po r t  Ra i l road  has  a  pub l i shed  La r i f f .  Cu r ren t  cha rge
is  $111  .58  pe r  f oaded  ca r .  Pa r t  o f  t h i s  swr t ch  ra te  i s  abso rbed  by  the  Un ion
Pacif ic RaiLroad and the Burl ington Northern Santa Fe Railway Company.

NRHS 2002 RAILCAMP - The NRHS along with the National Park Servicc SteamtowD National Historic Sile will have
i1s' 5'r' annual Railcamp in Scranton, Pennsylvania. This is a program open to 9'r' tbrough l2rr' graders int€rcslccl iD leaaring
about rai lroads, history and care€r oppoftunit ies. There wil l  bc two separate sessions: July l4-20 and July 2l-27. Cost is
$550 per student, which includes lodging in Scranron. Write to Railcamp 2002, NRHS, pO Box 58547, philadelphia pA
19102-8547. I also have an application blank.

Some ruil history. MARCH 26 1891
Rogets Locomoti|e Works rolls out ten-wheeler #4193 which eventually becomes Siefta Railrcad #3. Stafling v,nh The
Viryinian v,ith Caty Cooper in MARCH26l929, Sieta RR l+3 becon\es the nost photogruphed locomotire tu the wortd.
Other movie appearances include Dodge Ci|, High Noon, Duel in the Sun and Back to the Futwe IIL IT also ma.l manr)
TI/ appearances including The Lctne Ranger, RttuhLle, Bonanza, Petlico1t Junction, Gunsmoke anct Ltrtt House on thc

COLOR COMING AGAIN SOON - There will be more color covers, but time constraints due to a couDle ofDart-liDre
jobs and working on other things have prevented me from running them ofTon my Hpl200C printer 1it takcs about 7 hours
to run the l lxl7 color copies- several hundred - per side). I plan to use them mainly on special occasioDs. But they will
r€turn. Also, the 2002 membership roster will be forthconing in the next month or two

ARK4NSAS RAILROADER - Little Rock Chapter National Raiha)ay Historical Society
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Nf,W MEMBERS - R. E. Anderson, PO Box 322, Boonevillc AR 72927, 501,6j 5-4266; Ken Henstev. I902 Wesr 27,r,.
Pine BluffAR 71602; Michael Lowe, PO Box 958, Sr Louis MO 63I88-0958.

MINUTES OF THE APRIL 14, 2002 MEETING ofthe Arkansas Railroad Club, by secretary Tammy t-todkjn.

T h e  m e e - i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  L o  o r o e r  b y  P . e s . d e n l  F r e d  F : L l e r s  a c  2 : 0 0  p . n .  W e
h o d  d  o r o g r d m  f i r s t  c o o d y  a n a  i L  w a s  q l v e n  b y  T o m  S h o o k  a n d  R o n  E s ; e t m a n .  I s
w a s  o n  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  D u d d l e b u g s .  A f t e r  t h a t  w e  s L o p p e d  f o r  a  s h o r t  b r e a k  a L
3 : 3 0  p . m .

- o m  
S h o o k  r e p o - t e d  o n  N R H S .  R o n  l e p o r l e d  o n  c h e  t r .  p  L h a t  w e  w  l I  b e  c a ^ : . q

o n  A p r i L  2 ' 1  ,  2 A A 2  T h e  t r a i n  o n  L h e  O u a c h i t a  R a i l r o a d  w i l l  b e  f e a v e  E l
D o r a d o  a t  1 0 : 0 0  a . m .  S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g .  W e  w i l l  b e  e a t j . n g  B B e  t h a t  d a y .  S O
m : k F  < i l r F  R . n  k n . h , e  i f  v ^ j i r  d ^ i n -  r -  l - ! a  i h 6 y 6  r o n  h ! .. .  - .  . . _ . .  ___s  pu f  how  Lo  ge t  Lo
Ouach iLa  Ra i l road  fo r  t he  t r i p  on  Apr i l  27 ,  i n  t he  Apr i l  news le t te r .

NexL  mon ths  mee t ing  w i l l  be  on  Sunday ,  l 4ay  19 ,  2AA2 ,  because  o f  Mo the r ' s
Day .  The  Mee t ing  fo r  June  w i l l  be  on  June  15 ,  2AA2 ,  aL  Ron  Esse rman 's
n l r - a  F v c . w ^ n a  . c c . l c  r ^  l - ' r i n d  r  l , , h - h  u , i ,  h  ,  h a m

MINtITES OF THE MAttCH 10, 2002 MEL,TING 01'thc Arkansas ltailroad Club. by Scorclary lammy
Ilodkin

The  rnee t ing  was  ca l led  Eo  o rder .  aL  2 :00  p .m.  by  Pres iden t  F red  F i l l e rs .  He
u r t r  . ^ m a . l  $ I : l  r  c .  I ^ l a l  k F '  d , ' v F  i  h c  T r  F : c " r  F y  r  a ^ ^ r r  L . F . !  ,  F - ^ . 1  a d

t ha t  Tom Shook  wouLd  be  the  new NRI IS  D j r :ec to r . .  B i l l  Ba r l y  repo r t -ed  on  how
819  i s  coming  a fong .

Apr i l  5 ,  2002 ,  r r i l I  be  the  show and  sa le  fo r .  p ine  B lu f f  Co t ton  Be l t  Ra i . l .
H  c r ^ ' , - .  1  < . ^ ,  i F r w  r a a '  r a ^ ^ r r a . l  ^ n  :  r r a i n  ^ h ^ r 6 d r : ^ l

he and John Jones and Robin Thomas had Laken. John Jones reporLed on the
U n i o n  P a c i f i c  a n d  A m t r a k .  B i l l  B a l l y  a f s o  r e p o r l , e d  o n  t h e  B o a r d  m e e t i n g  t h e y

T h e  c l u b  w i l L  n o t  b e  h a v i r l g  a  s h o l t  a n d  s a l e  L h i s  y e a r .  T h e  b o o k s  t h a t  L h e
. . u b  h a s  r _ . ,  b e  s L a y r r g  w h e ' -  t h e y  o ! e  [ o r  n o w .  F o b  c - - e r r t n  r e p o r L e d  o
r h -  r  r i p  r h e  c l u o  w i l l  b e  t a k l n g  o n  L h e  - a s L  D a L U r d a y  o f  A p r i l  t o  f  D c ,  a d o .
H e  n e e d s  t o  k n o w  w h o  w i l l  b e  g o i n g .  T h e  p r o g r a m  f o r  A p r i l  w l l l  b e  b y  T o m
s h o o k  a n d  R o n  E s s e r m a n .

WANTEI, : DON SAI.E ON TNADD

' fhe fol lowi| lg is for those who want to l i rd certain rai l road-related i tcn]s,  in lbrnrat ion. or wan110 sel l  or t radc such i lcnrs with
orhcr railfans. we rcserve thc righr to refuse listings ifdecmed inappropriate. I'he Arkansas l{ailroad Club is not responsiblc
for rnisleading ads.

FOR SALtr - Used railcars, passengcr and caboose cars, plus looomotivcs. Several sh€ets of listed eq ipmcnt for sale.

Conlacl  Ozark Mountain Rai lcar,  732 Skyl ine Dr,  Forsyth MO 65651. 411-546-6453,

htt!://\y$.rv.oza.kmountaiprailcar.com. email: infbf@oza|krnourttainrailcar.com

ARK4NSAS MILROADER - Little Rock Chapter National Railw.ty Historical Society
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The address ofthe Surfaoe Transportation Board is: Office ofthe Secretary, Case Control UDit, 1925 K Street, Washington
DC 20421. The STB phone number for abandonment praccdures (Office ofPublic Services) is: 202-565-l592. Ifyou
contact them, it would be handy to use the Docket Numbers. Their Web address is: hltp://www.stb.dot.gov ifyodd Iike the

listiDgs.

These abandonment proposals have been printed in the Fcdcral Register or have come directly fiom the Surface
Transpoftation Board. They wil l  goineffectunlessoneofthefbl lowingoccurs:1)anoff lrrolf inanoialassistanceis
received; 2) a request for public use ofthe land is received (fbr instance, rails-to-trails); 3) pctitioDs to reopen the case is
filed. Railroads, before they oan file these "Dotices ofexemption under CFR I I52 Subpart F," rnust ccrliry drat I ) no locll
tratlic has moved over the line lor ̂ 1 least 2 years: 2) any overhead traffic can be routed over other lines; 3) no fonnal
complaint filed by a user is pending and; 4) environnental repo{s, hisloric reports, transmittirl letter, newspaper
publication, ^nd notice to governmeDtal agencies have been met. Even though approval is granted for the railroads to
abandon, it may be nonths or years belore track is aclually takeD up.

PENNSYLVANIA-CSX - l 'o abandon a l inc ofrai lroad ir i ts Northcast l lcgior, Balt imore Division, I '&W Subdivision,
ex lend ing  be lween  m i lepos t  B IL I  0 .0andn i l epos l l l rH2 . l , ad i s tanoeo lapp rox i ,na te l y2 . lD r i l es , i nP i t l sbu rgh ,
A l l egheny  Coun ty ,  l 'A .A f i na ldoc i s ion i san t i c i pa ted tobe issucdby iunc l4 ,2002 . (S l 'BDocke lNo .AB-55
(Sub-No. 606X, decided March 7, seNed March I5, 2002)

MONTANA - BNSF - 1'o abandon a 3.60-rr i le l ine of rai lroad between milcpost 1227.58 and rni l€posl 1231.18, jn
Kalispell ,  Flalhead County, MT. ( l ine). Effective on Apri l  20, 2002. (STB Docket No. A8-6 (Sub-No. 192X.
decided March 12, served March 21,2002)

NIIIIRASKA - IINSF - To abaDdon and discoDtinue scrvicc ovcr a 9-,16-mile l inc ol r^i l foad betwcen milepost 32.70 in
Bealrice and,ni l€post 42.l6 in Wymore, in Cage CouDty, NE. Eflecl ive oD Apri l  20, 2002. (S' l 'B Dockct No.
A8,6 (Sub-No.39lX, decided March 13, served Mlrch 21,2002)

OHIO - NEW YORK CENTRAL LlNtrS, LLC - To abandon and CSX f to discoDtinue scrvice ovcr approximatcly .90
nri les ofrai lroad between rni lepost QIO 163.98 and nri leposl QIO 163.08 in Sidney, Shelby County, OH.
l lxemptions wil l  be offecl ive oD Apri l  24, 2002. (S fB Dockct No. AB-565 (Sub-No. 6X, decided March I5, scrvcd
March 25.2002)

MASS. - NEW YORK CENTRAL LINES, LLC - To abandoD and CSX I' to discoDlirrue servicc ovcr approxiDratcly 2. l7
miles ofrai lroad betwecn milepost QBG 5.7 and mileposl QBC 7.87 in Chelsea, in Suffolk County, MA.
Exemptions wil l  be elfcctive on Apri l  30, 2002. (STB Docket No. Au-565 (Sub-No. 7X) and STB Dockcr No. AB-
55 (Sub-No. 605X, decided March 18. served March 29, 2002)

OHIO - NtrW YORK CENTRAL LINES, LLC - To abaDdon alrd CSX'l to discontinue service over approximately 1.5
miles of railroad fron nilepost QED I I4.I to milepost QDD I l5.6 in Dclaware, Delaware County, OH.
lxenptions will be effeclivc on May 14, 2002. (STB Docket No. AB 565 (Sub-No. 8X)l and ISTB Docket No.
AB-55 (Sub-No. 608X, servcd Apri l  12, 2002)

ARKANSAS RAIL NEWS

GENERAL RAIL NEWS

SLAVERY LAWSUIT
(March 25 2002) - Thtee corporations are

accNed ofprofiting from slavery in the first

of an anticipated barrage of lawsuils by
Aliican-Americans seeking compensation
for abuses suffefed by their ancestors. The

lawsuit names insurerAetna, railroad CSX
and financial services firm FleeiBoston as
defendants.The complaint. to be filed

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Little Rock Chapler National Railway I'Iistorical Society
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Tuesday in federal District Cout in New
York, asks for unspe€ified damages,
restitution fo.unpaid slave labor anda share
ofcorporal€ profits derived from slavery. lt
argues that African-Americans are still
sufedng the effecls of 2 l/2 centuries of
cnslavement followed by nrore lhan a
century of institutionaliz€d racism. The
complaint blames slavery for prcsentday
disparities between blacks and whites in
income, education, literacy, health, Iife
cxpcclancy and c ne.

CSX spok€swoman Kalhy Bums says
lhe.c is 'no legalbasis" for the lawsuit. "lt is
an unfbrtunate misuse ofthe legal systemto
a[ernpl to address iss eswel lovcracentury
old at lhe expcnse of todays workers and

AUSTRALIA'S NORTH-SOUTH RAIL
LINK

(Dann, Austrulia) - wotkcrs o AprilS.
2002, bcgan laying lracks for a railroad tbal
will completc Auslralia's long-awaitcd
north-soulh raillink and p.ovidc a new rmde
routc to Asia. Thc lire consists of about
1,.120 kilomctcrs (880 miles) of rails that
will cross the desert Oulback.
The 1.3 bi l l ion Austral ian dol lars (dlrs 685
mil l ion) l ine, wbich has b€en planned fo. a
cenrury. will link Darwin - Australia's
closcsl seapon to Asia trith the ccntral
city ol Alicc Springs. where it will connect
with an exisling railway to the southcm
coastal  c i ly ol  Adelaidc. Over thc past 100
years. govcmnrenl planned lo build the
railway but could nol raise enough funds.
But now, state and fedcralgovcrnments and
a consonium of private companies hav€
come uP wilh the cash.

LOCOMOTIVE ENGINDERS NEEDf, D
Since the new law lhal lets raihoad

work€rs retire earlier, a lot ofraikoads are
having lo hire locornotive cngineers (salaries
can be as much as $80,000 to $125,000).
BNSF has a loconotiv€ simulalor at
Johnson County Community Colleg€ in

Vol  ume XXXI I I .Number 05 l"1ay 2002

Kansas. The college has a 24-week course
on becoming a locoinotive engineer and
BNSF uses it to train their engineen and
conductors. BN SF trains aboul 700 people a
year to become engineers. One criteria is
you must be able to lift 75 pounds (he
woight ot a coupler knu€kle). For more
information, cal l  Johnson County
Community College. 800-228-33 78. (Via

KCS OPENS NEW HtrADQUARTf,RS
(Kd$ot Cit, - Kansas City Southem

opened jts new headqua ers buildjig April
8, 2002, in Kansas City. lt refiects the
railroad's heritage. Cosl ofthenew buildinS
was $42.9 mi l l ion. I t 's 128,000 square i let
and localed at 427 West l2'h Street and
looks like an old passenger terminal. The
330 employees working there will occupy
spac€ lhat includes outdoorbalconies, ollicc
cLrbicles with panoramic vierls and murals
by Anthony Benton Aude. (Kan'as (:i4)
Star, April6, \' ia .l nr ,laht(on)

HARMONIC ROCKING? WHAT IS IT?
'I'his is caused when a train sets up ce(ain

specilic fi€qu€ncies of vibration. Harmonic
focking from sidc to side has caused manya
derailmentwith not only damage to lhe lrain
butalsotrack damaScand evcn brokcn mils.

In the 1970s i t  was a big problem for uni t
trains with certain kinds ofequipment Long
lines ofidentical cars would begin rocking
in unhon for unknown reasons on apparently
perfcct track. Someone thought ofplacing a
dhsimilar car, say cvery 20 or so can. to
change the frequcncy o f v ibration before the
critical point was reachcd at which the cars
would begin to rock. l'he ploy seemed to
work but wasn't a cure.lfthc rockingdidn't'
actually brcak lhe rails, Iong strings of
heavily laden coal cars would knock many
miles of track out of alignment, loosening
and ovenurning rails.

Today, harmonic rocking has been
identified with cenain cars traveling in the

13 to 23 mph speed range on low track
joinls. At speeds over 45 mph, various
emply cars tcnd to yaw (swing from side 10
side at each cnd). usually as a result of
truck-huntjng. Empty bu lkhead flatcar trucks
are ofi€n subject to harmonic yaw,
transmitting yaw to the carbody, increasing
the rocking frequcncy and soinetinrcs
causing derailmcnl

Insialling "constant contacl side bearirrgs'
on the kucks seems to cure the problenr.
These are fiiclion devices applying just
enough resistance to tuck rotalion to damp
the yawing but not prevent rotation. Anothcr
"cure" for harmonic yaw is simply to keep
specds under 45 mph when hauling empty
bulkhead llatcars unequipped wilh the
proper side bearings. (Dl I'aso <l
South\+,e\tern Flye\ /lpfil 2002 ia Du"

ANSF SPECIAL RUMOR
Membor Ricky Shutlleworth emailed a

nolc ftat hc hcard the BNSI will run rn
Employce Special on Sunday, June 2.
scheduled to depart lhayef, Missouri at 9
a.m.,  going to Black l lock, Arkansas. thcn

KATY RAILROAD DOCUMtrNTS
In I 989, John and R ick Zirnmerman, scrap

dealcrs and rai l fans, accident ly fornd: l
rrailers tull of old MK] Rail.oad paper
items going back to lhe 1920s lhrough 1989
when Union Pacific look over thc railro d.
'Ihose 120 large boxcs containirg tons of
Katy informalion. Now the trailers rcsidc ar
chouleau. oklahoma with thc scrap dealcrs
say they want lo scl l the col lect ion. They've
sold some parls on Ebay, but would likc a
museum or someonc lo get the enlire lot.
contacr them in Chouteau if intcrested
(sorry. nothing more specific is available).
(Da as Morning News, Malch 21 ria Dan
Ratt)

AMTRAK NEWS

AMTR4K BACKS OFF
Amtrak did not post train-off notices

Mafch 29 like it said it was requircd to do
last February. Reasons for not posling them

included gettingsigns from Congress that it
leould giv€ them more money and saying
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now that it didn't have to post 180 day
notices anyway in situations like this rvhen
tunding com€s from Cor,g:ess. (Arkans6
Denocrat-Gazette, Apt il 2, 2002 ia Randy
Tarcty)

T R A N  S  F E R  T O  P R I V A T t r
COMPANIES OPPOSED

A11 the major lieight railroads have
opposed the Amtrak Reform Council's
proposal to tum over passenger train
operations on some rout€s to other prjvate
companies. "Amtrak's right of a€cess,
preferential rales and operating priorities
should not be transfeffed or fianchised."
Edward Flamberger of the AAR said at a
Congressional hearins April 11,2002. I'he
articlc ako that Union Pacific, which
operates the Texas Eagle, losl $56 million
on Anrtrak servicc in 1997. (Afiansa!
Denocrut-Gazeue, April 12, 2A02 a
Rakdy I'ardy)

The percentage o1peaple ki ed ln laiboad
dccidenti alsois sna conparcdwith othel
forms al trcnspodation such as car
acNidcnts (73 percent), pedesiians hit b!
curs (about I 1 petcent), ot people ki ed on
natarctcles (abaut 6 percenr, according to
U.S. Departnent al Transportation rccorh.

IOWA DERAILMENT CAUSE'fhis NTSB report on the Amlrak
derailment at Nodaway, Iowa ofMarch 17,
2001 is interestinS reading. lt talks about
precipitation of internal hydrogen (what's
this Bart?):

Th€ National Transportation Safety Board
issued the following brief on th€ fatal
Amtrak derailment in Nodaway, Iowa,
which occurred on March 17, 2001.
Derailment of Amtrak Train No. 5-17 on
Burlington Northem and Santa Fe Railway
Track near Nodaway, Iowa, March I 7, 200 I
(the Califarnia Zeplry)

Time: I li40 p.m. central standard time
Railroads: Burlington Nodhem and Sanla Fe
Railway
Nationai RaibadPassensercopom{ion(ArnFdk)
Falalities: I
Injur iesrTT
Property Damage: $3.38 million
Type of Accident: Derailnent

On March 17, 2001, about l I :40 p.m.
central standard time, westbound Amtrak
train No. J-17, the Califomia Zeph),r,
d€railed near Nodaway, lowa. Amtrak irain
No.5-l7 consisted of2 locomotive units and
16 ca.s. Aii but the lasl five cars derailed.
No fire or hazardous materiais wer€
involved in the accident. The train crew
consisted of an engineer and 2 conductors
with 13 on-board service personn€I. In
addition, 241 passengers were on the train.
As a result ofthe derailment, 7 8 peop lc were
injured, including I f:rtal inju,y.

Amtrak train No. 5-17 had been operating
over class 4 track belonging to thc
Eurlington Northern and Sanla Fe Railway
(BNSF) I Creston Subd ivis ion at the time ol'
the derailment. A brok€n rail was discovered
at the point of
derailment,

Th€ train had originated at Chicago,lllinois,
at3:35p.m. onMarch 17,2001,(30minutes
late) and was destined for Oakland,
California. The train crew had boarded at
Chicago. The engineer on duty when the
accident occured had relieved the original
engineer at Oltumwa, lowa, milepost (MP)
280, about 9:00 p.m.

As thetrain progressed on its assigned rour€,
the engineer found ihat the horn/whistle on
the lead locomotive failed near Munay,
Iowa, MP 370, around l0:21 p.m. Fle
advised rhe disparcher for the district ofthe
problem and discussed the failure with the
conductor. They decided that the conductor
would ride in the second locomolive and
activate the hom/whistl€ on the second
locomotive when the train approached and
pass€d through grade crossings. Th€y used
this procedure until, at Coming, Iowa, MP
414, the train entered a different rain
dispatch€r's district. The new train
dispatcher,  upon learning of the
rnaltunctioning hom/whistle, instructed the
crew to reduce the speed of the train at the
grade crossings raiher than use the
horl/whistle on the second unil. The
conductor oftrain No. 5-17 came forward
and rode in the lead locomotive with the
engineer to assist him in observing the
crossings. The engineer staled (and €vent

7

r€corder information confirned) that he
began reducing the train's sp€ed at grade
crossings. AtMP418.94, the train sp€ed had
been 16 mph while passing through a grade
crossing. The engineer was acceleratingthe
train during the approach to the accident site
(MP 419.92). The event recorder indicated
that, at MP 419 90, the train was traveling at
52 mph.

The engineerstated that near MP 419.90, he
felt a "tugging" sensation inconnection with
th€ lrain's progress and heard a "gnnding,
screeching noise,'r so hemade an emergency
brake application about l1:40 p.m. When
ihe locomotives cam€ to a s1op, the engineer
and cooductor look€d back and realized thar
the train's cars had uncoupl€d from thc
Iocomotives, and rnost cars had derailed.
The cars were about l/8 milc behrod the
stopped locomolives. fhe engrDeer radioed
lhc dispatcher and asked him to contact
energency responders. rhe conduclof
walkedback andsurveyed thedamage. After
r€aching the cars, the conductor radioed the
€ngineer and said, ' ...the wreck looklsl real
bad." The conduclor found lhe assistant
conducior, and they cared for lhe
passengers. Soon thereafter.  local
emergency med ical service personnel began
to arrive and immediately stad€d to evacuate
the injured liom the train. Th€ emergency
response effon was compleled by4r00 a.m.,
March 18.

A broken railwas discovcred at lhc poin!of
defailmenl. The broken pieces ofrail were
reassembled at lhe scene, and il was
determinedthatthey came from a I5- oot,6-
inch s€ction of rail that had been installed as
replacement rai'atthis location in February
2001. The replacement had been made
because, dufing a routine scan of rhe
existing rail on F€bruary 13, 2001, the
BNSF discover€d intemal dcfects near MP
419.92. A short section ofthe continuous
welded rail that contained the defecis was
femoved, and a piece of replacement rail
was inserted. This rail, refened to as a
"plug," wasusedto replace the defective rail
s€gment. The plug rail did not receive aD
ultrasonic inspection before or after
installation- It would have been visuaUy
inspected for obvious surface danage,
defe€ts, and excessive wear before insiallation.
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The Safbty Board could not reliably
deiermine the source of the plug rail. Two
different accounts were given €onceming its
origin. The local supervisor said the rail
came liorn his inventory ofrail and bad been
in the inventory for several years. Another
engineering manager thought that the rail
had come from arail rehabilitation facility in
Springfield, Missouri. ln either case, tbe
replacement rail would have been rail
removed fiom another track location fbr reuse.

I'ortions ofthe broken plug railwere senl lo
the National Transporialion Safely Board
labo.atofy for furthcr analysis. The analysis
indicated that the rail had multiple internal
defects. Specifically, lhe laboratory fbund
that thc rrilfailed dueto f.tiguc initiating
from cr.rcks associated with the
prccipitalion of interna I hJdrogcn. Cracks
associatcd with lhc precipitation ol inlcrnal
hydrogen occuf ir steeis due to exccssive

hydrogen content produced during
processing.

A M T R A  K  A U T O . T R A I N
DERAILMENT

Fourpeopledied and 153 were injured,20
critically, when an A,mlfak's ,.luto Ttuih
derailed Thurcday afternoon, April l8 in
norlheastem Florida. The lrain jumped the
track around 5:08 p.m. EDT, jusi ovcr an
hour afte. departing Sanfod, railroad
otlcials said. Thc train had 427 people
aboard whcn it derailed in Sevillc, Flo.ida,
about 25 miles west ofDaytona Beach and
44 miles norih of Sanford. The nuto Train
tansportscars, vansj and rnotorcycles and is
popular wilh families traveling on vacalion.
Thc lrain consisted of two cngnles, 16
passenger cars and 23 auto racks. Officiah
said 35 oflhe cars had derailed. About 75
people were trapped inside one ofthe carsj
Florida D ivis ion oftsmergency Management
spokesman Chris Doyle said. Passc gers

were seen crawling out of windows and
standing on the overtumed cars as rescuers
brougbi stretchers to the scene. Theengineer
said he saw a track misalignment and put on
the emergency brakes. Th€ engine and two
cars stayed on the tracks while the
Supe.liners derailed and the 23 auro racks
mostly stayed onthetracks. Therewas some
discussion about the heavy tuilingautoracks
no1 stopping as fhsr as the Superliners, but
then it was determined thar the Superliner
cars weight more than a ftlly loaded
autorack. The investigation continues.

MORE A|RI"INE SUBSIDIES - Ihth the
Federal aioremnent taking aret qll airya
secutity. a.ldins 50,440 secuity personnel
dnd thousan.ls al lrygage-*reening
nachine! )illcast u.t tcLxpayels.tt leatt $l0
bil/to,. (Federal Tnnes, April 15, 2002)

EXCURSIONS/SHOWS/EVENTS OF OTHER CLUBS

UP 39{i5 2002 STIAM EXCUI{SION - JUNE 15, 2002 - Cl I ICACO ' l 'O MILWAl.iKEE (sponsorcd by the Chicago
Chapter Nlt l lS aDd 20lh CeDtury Railfod Club, hl1pr/www.chicagonrhs.com ). Cosls are: C'oach $ 169; Dome $259. Go 10
drcir website lbr morc dctai ls or writc Io 20"' Century Railroad Club, 329 w I8"'  S1fce1, Chicago IL 60616-l 120. Thc train
is l imitcd to 340 s€^ts, so order eady. It  leaves from West Chicago at 900 a.m., Elmhurst, I l l inois at 930 a.m. and arrives a!
Builcr Yard in Milwaukce at 1245 p.m., retuniDg at 130 p.m.'Ihey rvi l l  not tak€ phone orders. but i fyou have qucstioDs,
call  312-829-4500. I have a reservation form iD you'd l ike oDc.

UP 3985 2002 STEAM EXCURSION - JUNE 22,23,2002 - ST PAIL TO KANSAS CITY with an overDight stop in
Des Moincs (sponsored by thc Camerail  Club, 6307 Seward Slreet, Onaha N[,68104-4761,
caDrerail club_excursion@yahoo.com) They are not laking reservations by phonc, but you can call309-764-1834 for
infonnation. I have a brochure ilyou'd Iike to see one.

ARIZONA - WILLIAMS - AUGUST 19-26, 2002 - The Grand Canyon Chaptcr, NRHS, is hosting the 2002 NRHS
narional convention in Williarrs. Arizona from August l9 through the 26th, 2002. Activities include steam aDd Alco trips
on thc Grand Canyon Railway. Registration is $40 (tenratively). Contact Canyon Rails 2002, PO Box 391, Willans AZ
86046 or go tLr thcir website: http://wDnv.canyonrails2002.com
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MUSINGS ABOUT THE NORTH LITTLE ROCK "HUMP" YARD

by: W M. " Mike "Adams

Written March 4, 2002 (Mr. Adams is now 82 and still enjoys writing - yes, I had to re-read some ofyour
hand riting, Mike, but I think I gol il all right. ]fnot, I'm sure you'll let tte know!)

(Missouri Pacific) President P. J. Neff announced in 1956 and again in 1958 that a "double hump"
classification yard would be built in KaNas City, Missouri. The east hump was placed in service March 3,
1959. The complete yard all in service November 2, 1959.

On November 23, 1959 the Missouri Pacific Board of Directors authorized construction of a retarder or hump
classification yard at North Little Rock.

Construction started in early 1960. The yard was to contain 5 group ietardels, each controlling 8 tracks.

On November 22, 1960, the Board autho zed constructiol ofa hump yard at Mccehee, Arkansas. The target
for completion was late 1961.

D. B. Jenks assumed presidency of MoPac on February l, 1961.

On March 20, 1961, the North Little Rock hump was placed in service with 40 classification or bowl tracks.

Mr. Jenks soon stopped work on the Mccehee plan and shifted the money authorized, adding 2 more group
retarders with 8 tracks each for a total of 56 tacks in the Bowl,

Finally, another group of 8 tracks was authorized to make a bowl yard of 8 groups of 8 tmcks for a total of 64
classification tracks. Incidentally, east of the hump.

Subsequently two small "flat" yards were built southeast of the hump. This was occasioned by the movement
of the freight and house from Collins Steet in Litde Rock to a new one southe..t ̂r rha h,'tr-

These yards were basically to handle "city" and local business.

The teminals at Little Rock and North Little Rock belonged to the Superintendent of
the Arkansas Division (Mr. John W. Treadwell was Arkansas Division Superintendent
thee of these years) and were the specific supervision of the Assistant Superintendent
of the Arkansas Division.

When the hump yard was placed in seNice, this situation prevailed. However, on July
I, 1963, all the terminals were removed from the Arkansas Division and a new
division, the Little Rock Terminal, was placed in service.

A superintendent was appointed for the new division and the Arkansas Division was
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Eventually the terminal got an assistant superintendent, 3 trainnasters, a road foreman of engines, and 3
transportation supervisors. Business was good. The business that was formerly routed ftom Mccehee up
through WyDne to Dexter Jct was rerouted through North Little Rock.

Now - on July l, 1958, I was appointed Chief Clerk to the Assistant Superintendent ofthe Arkansas Division.
When the terminal got a superintendent, I was made his chief clerk, so I was very much on the scene when
this started alld for the rcxt 10+ years until I retired September 30, 1980.

If my memory hasn't deserted me, I was Chief Clerk to a total of 8 supedntendents: Converse, James,
Mccormack, Heillebnnt, Lang, Schoultz, Rees and Ramsey.

Ralph Hiclsnan was Assistant Superintendent of the Arkansas Division when the hump yard was authorized
and thrcugh all the trials and tribulations of constuction, opening and opentions for two years.

when the Terminal Division was authorized in 1963, he was transferred to Alexandria (Louisiana) as Assistant
Superintendent and K. M. Converse, Assistant Superintendent at Alexandria, was given the new division
superintendent's position. Hickman then resigned and retumed to Kansas City as yard master. Conve$e was
later reduced to trainmaster and sent to Fort Worth,

Converse died about 35 yeaN ago and Hickman about 1980 at about age 83.1!!

The following story relates to feelings I and others have about riding passenger trains, both today and in the past. I
thought our leaders might like to share this unique experience.

PASSENGER TRAIN RIDING . A CURR.ENT PERSPECTIVE
(Trains offer luxury, comfort and pleasure)

by a Mr. Furman as written in the March 24 Cincinnqti Enquirer

Waming: If you're in a hurry, don't read this.

I had the luxury - and it was huly a luxury - oftraveling by Amtrak train to Florida to see the Cincinnati Reds in
spring training.

Train tavel isn't for everyone. Rolling along at about 90 miles per hour with ftequent stops and the swalng of
cars may not be your idea ofa perGct vacation. But I couldnt wait to boad the Cardinal at Union Terminal at
5:29 a.m. March 15.

I adived quite €arly. I couldn't sleep the night before, perhaps the excitement ofriding the train ' or the fear of
missing it. I'm still trot certain.
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Mary, the Amtrak attendant at the terminal, greeted me at 3:45 a.m. I was the hrst passenger to check in. Already,
I was pleased: No long lines, no need to anive as early as I did and no one checking my shoes.

I was required to produce a photo ID for my check-in bags, and they were tagged: Sarasota, Fla.

FiMlly, around 4:45 a.m., a small but quiet crowd began arriving for the trip to Washington, the first leg ofthe
journey. Elderly people, childrcn, students, business people, all perhaps with the same thought in mind: safe
transporlation, in comfort, without hassles and the chance to see the beautiful countryside. About 35 ofus
boarded in Cincinnati.

I booked a sleeper in first-class, and when the Cardinal pulled in I was ready. First-class passengers are among the
first to board the train. The sleeping car attendant showed me to my room, as well as to the amenities.

The family sleeper had space for four adults, a bathroom, video TV and AC current to allow me to charge my cell
phone. The sleeper ticket included all meals on the hain. Soon, we were rolling through Covington on our way kr
Maysville and on to West Virginia.

'fhe breakfast was super, eggs and hash browns. Then I tried a post-meal stroll though the train. It took some
getting used to, as the train was swaying and entering each car required a push on the door.

I viewed the observation car with its wide windows on each side and near the ceiling. The two coach cars, to rny
surprise, were nearly full. The Cardinal had started its run in Chicago. The cafe car and lounge was for snacks and
drinks, and the remaining two sleeper cars were reservcd for Amtrak staff.

In my room, I was taken away by the spectacular New Rivcr Gorge in West Virginia. The white-water rafters
wcrc doing their thing as we headed through Thurmond, Prince and Ilinton.

Our engineer explained various points ofinterest, including
basketball FIall ofFamer Jerry West's former high school near
Cabin Creek, W. Va.

We arrived at Washington's Union Station around 8:30 p.m.
According to the schedule, we were about 45 minutes late, but
when you travel by train you're never lale, yourre just getting
more ride for your money.

I met a man on board who had started hisjourney in San Francisco
and picked up the Cardinal in Chicago. I asked him why the cross-

country train trip, and his answer rolled offhis tonguer "l love trains."

In talking to other Amtrak passengers, I quickly realized several common bonds: the love oftrains, the love of
lime and the creativity in most ofthese people. They were in no rush to get to their destination. The layover in the
nation's capital was a little moie than two hous. I boarded train No. 90 to Orlando at I I p.m. (there is no direct
service to Sarasota).

I slgpt, awoke at 8 the next moming somewhere in South Carolina, treated myself to breakfasl, retumed to my
room and watched the countyside.

l l
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In Jacksonville, sometime late Saturday aftemoon, we stopped to charge Amtrak staff I got offand viewed the
quaint old statiol Wherc else can you take a trip and stop in time like this?

When we pulled into Orlando around 5 p.m. Saturday, an Amtak bus was waiting with our luggage boarded for
our final leg to Sarasota.

The train provided me with more than a pleasurable ride to Florida. It gave me my time back.

And without the fear offlying. I

To joir/renew membership in the Arkansas Railroad Club (Little Rock Chapter National Railway Historical
Society), fill out the form below. Annual dues are $20 for local dues (plus $20 for the national NRHS dues if
you want to join the NRHS through our chapter, a total of$40 for both local and national dues).

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE - ZIP

PHONE EMAIL

Send check, made out to the Arkansas Railroad Club, PO Box 9151, Nonh Little Rock AR 721 19. Call 501-758-
1340 for more information or visit us on the web at @h4!!4!!I4i!@!b9rcqg and click on lr,taz.ras
Railroader. Ow email is trains@trai
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Moving the Mo. Pac. Bridge across St. Francis River at Cody, Arkansas to Cedar Bayou,
near Battown, Texas; June 1967. (Gene flull photo)

THE TRAVELING BRIDGE

by: Gene Hu11

Thc track between Marianna and a connection with the Rock Island at Hurlburt, Arkansas, 42.9 niles, was
buil t  in |  913 by the Memphis, l lelena & Louisiana Railway and was completed I Ircbruary I9I3. At thal
time it was owned by the St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southem and became part ofthe Missouri I'aci6c in
t917 .

1'o oross thc St. Francis River, the Virqinia Bridge and Iron Company ofRoanoke, Virginia erectcd an ir)n
bridge consisting ofa 164-foot lift span and two 15o-foot high towers, one on each riv€rbank, containing
260 lons ofconcrete and steel counter-balancing weights. At that time the St. Francis was a naviBable
stream. In lhe 1920s navigation stoppcd at Marked Tree and at Madison in the lale 1950s

In l966lhc Missouri Pacific abandoDed the track from Marianna to Hughes. By 4 June 1967 the St
Francis bridge had been dismantled. The lift span was going to be used to span a canal in Texas

Thc span was removed by the Gulfcoast Bridge Company. The bridge was padded with bales ofhay and
the huge concrete counterweights were broken up with dynamite. Then a 12o-foot barg€ was placed direclly
under the lift span and partly flooded !o lower the barge. Cribbing ofrailroad ties was laid on thc bargc-

The crew waited for the river to rise. lvhen it did, the cribbing came up against the bridge span. The walcr
was pumped out ofthe barge and as the barge began to rise th€ span was lifted by the barge.

The barge and its cargo head€d south for Baltown, Texas where the span was placed in service again The
two 150-foot towers also went to Ba)'town. -&
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Randy Tardy photo - +he unit was red.
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Rock Island acaident investigation photo taken at Biddle Yard, Little Rock, sometime
in the late 1940s. Shown is the "A" frame over rip track No 6 They were investigation
some accident at the yald,, (L. T. Walker collection)

Rock Island accident investigation photo taken at El Dorado, Arkansas March 1, 1949
in connection with a qossing accident at the crossing staight ahead Track to the left is
a gravel spur and to the right is an oil spur with the main line going staight. fI. I
llalker collection)


