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}{AY I1EETING:
Th--fay neeTing will be held
on Sunday, 9 l , lay 1981 at the
It ' l issouri Facif ic off ice bui ld-
ing in North l , i t t le Rock. The
start ing t ime is two F.t[ .  The
program will be presented by
the area representative of the
Efectro l , lot ive Division of
General l . ' lotors ( EI\!D). This
progran was re-schedufed from
Apr i l .  The speaker ,  l { r .
Fernandez should be a nost
in te res t ing  gues t .  Wi th  a
program of this type, i t  is
an especially opportune t j.rne
to  b r . ing  v is i to rs .  As  usua l
v is i to rs  a re  we lcone,

NEll  ED]TORr
As c:r '  l , . i re I 'ay issue of the
Arkansas Railroader, Bif l
I , i ley- 'ck has "ret ired" as editor.
B i l - l  has  been ed i to r  fo r  over
three years, and was tl-Ie
third editor of the ou'bl icat-
ion. His knowl-edge 6f area
rai lroading, and the club wil l

.be greatly missed. i lappi ly,
R i  I t  h q c  1 ! ' : , . o c d ,  + ^  h 1  6 v i d 6

material for the Arkansas
Railroader from t ime to t ime.
lVhi le on the subject of con-
tr ibutions to our newsletter

. this nay be a good t ime to
ask fcr input frorn the rnem-
bership coircerning what is
wan ied  in  the  news le t te r .

Based on current postage rates
we can have as rnany ds five
sheets ( or nine pagesr plus a
cover/address sheet) without- an
incre'a.se in mail ing co sts. This
leads  to  the  reques t  fo r  ideas
from our menbership. The quest-
ion is "what do YoU want from
the Arkansas Railroader?" Some
suggestions received so far in-
clude: l lot ive power news, pho-
tography, photo locations, cof l--
ect lng rai lroad antiques, mer-
gers ,  h is to r ica l  mater ja l  ,  how
to  type  ar t i c les ,  passenger  news,
and news of other cfubs. Doubt-
less there are nany other good
ideas  s t i l l -  to  be  sur faced.  I f
we are to take advantase of the
opportunity offered by-the pcstal
ra 'bes ,  imput  i s  needed.  F l  ase
sen<i sugge st ions/comnents t the
above address or pass then on
at the next meetir ig.

CoNTRIBUTIONS r
flGT€m-irEa0fe knowledge of
rai lroading held by the menber-
ship is one of our greatest ass-
ets. This is your invitat ion to
share your experience s r',/ith the
readers, and recol?d i t  fcr the
future. No writ ing experi ence
is  neccessary .  Shor t  a r t i c -Les
( one to two pages) on al-no5t any
rai lroad related subject are :
needed fo r  pub l i ca t ion .



rOTllE ?owEB NEVlSr l(ansas City Southern cP-Jos
FfiscoT-Gffief,-on Northern) numbers 4102 and 4115 have-been
units have been working on a reg- sold, reportedly fol lowing wreck
uLar basis into North Litt le danage.
Rock. These units are in addit-
ion to the BN power on the unit
coal trains. other foring units
include ConraiL SD-40-2s and
from t ime to t ime a GP-40-2 or
GP-40. Sti l t  to be seen are Un-
ion  Pac i f i c ,  I l l i no is  Cent ra l
GIuf , and L,ouisvil-Ie and I'lash-
vi l le locomotives. The l ,&N
frequently runs f irst generation
po'vrer into North l , i t t le Rock.

The fol l-owing ex Rock fsfand
GP-?s and GP-9s have been sold
by the Precision } lat ional Corp.
to the Chicago North Western.
the 1 20 uni.t s are r 

'' 
.'

Rr 4425-4478 CNw 47oo-42o9
450o-4555

cP-9s
Rr 44?9-4488 cNir 4550-4559

tllissourl Pacific S1.l-8 #8006 arr-
ived at North Lit t ]e Rock the
last week in ltiarch for conversion SOUT]{ERN STEAM EXCURSION
to  a  yard  s lug  (  c lass  ST, -1 ) .
Reports indicate the unit has
already been part ial ly str ipped
in preparation for conversion.

Al-so in l.{arch, a brown un-
lettered switcher, #1200 was
seen at l lorth Lit t le Rock. The
Unit is an fCG rebuild class SW-
1400. No one seems to know any-
thing about this unit .  Does any-
one have any inforrnation concern-
ing this unit?

A]-1 the new A:D GP-50s are now
in service on the l ' loP. The
Ioconit ives, numbers 3500-3529
are often seen in the l i t t fe Rock
area.

Tine is running out for the
MoP GF-7s. The f irst generation
El,'lD units are becorning harder
to f ind. The Geeps rnay not have
more than 18 montirs to tlvo years
Ieft.  Now would be a good t ime
to get last photographs of the
remaining GP-/ s.

I,IERGER NEWS:

The opposing teans are l ining up
in the proposed l foP-UP-WP merger.
The batt le prornises to be inter-
esting to say the Least. Late
reports indicate some of the op
ponents night agree to the nerger
in return for trackage rights
over the I '1P-UP-ViF. Apri]  Trains
covers the sub ject in- some--ilFEfil ,
but of l-ocaL interest is the de-
nand by the KCS for trackage over
the MP frorn Texarcana into Mernphis.

SANTA FE IN ARKANSAS?
@T&SFis
looking at the old Rock Island
l ine through l i t t le Rock into
l.lemphis. There is no f irm infor-
mation- apparently the issue is
s t i lL  in  the  "s tudy"  s tage.

Fh e-S o uTh ern 
-Z:8::2-TTri6Er 

450 1
will run fron lttlemphi s to Corinth
Mississippi and r6turn the same
day on Saturday 2 l,lay 1981 , and
Sunday J t';ay. The round trip
fa re  i s  $25.00 .  The Souther i r  runs
an excel- lent steam operation, and
doubtless many of the club mem-
bers wil l  want to make the tr in.
A t  the  meet ing- in .Apr i l  the  sug-
gesrl.on was made to arrange car
pools for the. tr ip. I f  anyone
needs a r ide, or wants to share
a r ide with others, contact me at
the following telephone numbers
and f wi l l -  attenpt to match r iders
with drivers.

office 50t-988-fi50
9BB-1749
988_1198

Hone 5o1-777-o54o
BiLl- Itlerck, who has been on three
of the Southern trips says they
are very enjoyable, and worthwile.
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ADDITIONr'.L }iIEETITIG D.ATE'Bl--iT-Si;il 
e y su€3bTTc dl-and the

meinbership agred.d. to, an addit ion-
ai meeting to be held on the last
Saturday of the llonth. The nine
a.n. rneeting wil l  be lEld at the
clubhouse for the purpose of
effect ing repair and re storat ion
of the cars and bui ldina. BiLl
indicatecl no special skf l ls are
needed, working being there for
everyone. The recluest was also
nade for members to brine tools
suitable for general repi ir .  work
with them. Everyone is encoura6ged
to attend who can do so. Tlr is is
a cha.nce to get to know other
nenbers, have a l i t t le fun, and
accomplish sorne needed repairs.

CIUB EXCURSION
tTsEussion-Ts-still underway ori
a club excursion this summer.
BiLl Merck has sulgested a tr ip
to IUcNeil  Ar. to visi t  the Louis-
iana l lorthwestern (with i t 's F-7s
and FP-? ) and EI Dorado, returning
tir6 same day. Other suggestj.ons
would,be welcome .

$ gT_iEEN_!!84r1_EIg!RS_igx: part rr
. / \  c1 ! lr I :3i  ] .r i . tO]] inat-LOn on the
l i--J 2 sic n e=.- ' l t : is icn wiih SR
i'- ! : ;Ci - As noted t,he coach price
i . i :  S35,00  rc r rn i  ' ; l ' i p .  A  roorna t te
is  r i? . ' r .0C round t r ip .  The oper -
ator -r.s Southern Excursions Inc.
S ; i - -ce  i lC ,  4575 : rp la r  Ave.
l  r ; t J : r i : - ,  l l n .  3 i \L1 .?  . .  Te lephone
90 i - , ' ; ' 1  -O520,  No reser r ra 'c ions  are
r . r r : t :  i  r ' a : J  -  T : a F < a h ! :  v ' i  c r i | i  n r  + ^  t r L al '  + U - r + r : 6

n r : -  1 .  i  r r  * h o  n  l  r r h  r t a - - r . n l

tnc t  F i - f i  A less i  in  a , ld i t i , - 'n  to
t ; rc  p rev ious ly  ne1"U con iac t .  B i ] l -
can  b , :  con ia r ted  a t  507-225-2098.

ANIIUAL C]-.UB SHOW-at-i?,b 
Hpr-ifnree ting tsi1l Bailey

arnouncod the f inal i  zat ion oi '  ' rhe
nl ar.s f  o i-  th i  s veers ghqi{ t .  The
shov r  i s  s fa l red  to  open  a i  B I l 0
ar.- I  l l r i ' r  'co 

l :  l0 pm on 10 oct.
1t-rB1, Se b up wi l l  get under way
at 4pn on 9 0ct,  and resume at
7 ?-n on the 10th .

This ;rs3p the show should be even
better than yast years rather
successful- production.

RET,OCATION OF RAILCAR
effi lessi, is
i n  need o f  ass is tance in  re - loc -
a t ing  the  cLub 's  1954 Chevor le t
rai l  car from the old Scott and
Bearskin trake RR. With the
lnoveinent of the tourist road' the
rai lcar must be noved. Iuembers
wil . l ing to assist with the pr:oject
should contact Bi l l  at the telep-
hone nurnber previously noted.

was talking
or' i t  's proposed zz-ralLroad, !84
t ra in ,  114 c i ty  ra i l  passenger
sys tem.  The sys tem was s ta ted  to
be reaching 85% ot the nations
urban populat ion. The plan was
to add Arkansas and Wyoming to the
l i s t  o f  sba tes  w i th  no  passenger  *
serv ice .  The 184 t ra in  schedu le
was a reduction of about 50% from
the private railroad operated
passenger service.

The Norf o-l-d & \[e stern- Che sapea=
ke & {,1h:c rrrelrgcr was ca,l- led o-i f
i .n the wake oi the mass:ive Penn
Cent:al grouping,

The Sea,boe.rd Coastf j  nB announced
placenent of or:ders for 21 unj. l ;s
each wi r GB, and !T{D. The un.i ts
wel. 'e hi6h . hor;e-t.rra UJ5Bs, : lrd
SD- i l - qs .

The } / i r - l -waukee Ra i - l road clained
i t ' s  t hen  new roube  i i r t o  Po r+ " ]and
Oregon, and Loi) , ig, ;  j  i le gi fc,r 'ed
i  n +  r i  - . , ; . r +  - a a - ' i  r . ,  i  :  i  - : . i  6 :  /  n h  u r a l  lr r r  u :  . !  5 u  _  r r t i  p v r : , - _  .  j . : -  

\  u - r  w e r r

. . 0 . ,  ca . i 1 ' t  w in  em a . l - f  ) .
The Norf  o1k 8. ,  i \ re s. iern introduced

it  's  ne,v (  and curre;r  L )  J-ogo .

FoRTY YEARS AGO- t \4av 1941
ff isirnsex-
- - , ^ - ; ^ ^  ! -  1 ' ! - L r  ^ . F
I - d ,  r o  /  v .  r  r . r r  r . ! 6 r r  ,  . , ,  t he  wa r  i n
Eu!'ope .

Ra:i l-road magazine featured a ro-
ster of the Su.squ.ehana rai lroad.
AIso noted was the l loP tal<eovei. of
the Port Isabel- and Rio crande
Val-1ey RR on 1 J.: I  i  9lr1 .  Trr
26.2-8 mlf.e road was the sou-t ern
mo6t  in  the  U .  S .
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ROAD NIJMBER
i l -
?oA,?oB,?oc
7.1C
73V
76C. ,
60Q-513
614-62t
622-62?
6ze-q6
6 )? -656
65? -665
66? -6? 6
67?-636
68? -592
? 00j7 e)
I y o - t Y Y
40o0-i+oo9
4010i4011
aoj0-40Jt
4:p 52'_4c 53
4c,514! to57,
4059.-4r.64'
t '  ^ -  . - 1 .  l ,  ^ ^ ^
+ v i T - t v ( (

4i0o-4,1-19
4rzj -4126
4L50-4L54
4L55-4X62
[rfi-tr.L65
4200-42!3
4215-4226
4250-ttz5?
t+300-43r5
*  )a,v-+ _.aa J
4324-4337
h,))6-4)52
4j53-4366

NOTES I

T.7 B-B
I r ' -  /  t \  P  H-  H

NW-2 B-B
ip-1 R-R
^ ; ^

NW-z B-B
NW-2 B-B
slug B:B
SW-? B-B
srsl-1500 B-B
sw-1500 B-B
s'/.l-1500 B-B
M p - 1  <  R - R

BUIIT NOTES
7976-
1949 r
1a&q  1
t9 50
l  q i l

!965 2,3
1968 2,)
7g?o 2,3
L977 2,3
7972 ?,3
7g?4 2,3
tg76 2,3
rgTB 2,3
1930 2,3
7g8c ?,3
t9?9
1974
7978
t947
tg!!8.

1949- 53
I9!+r- 5I Booster
1962-6) ?
!9 I t2
. r  a<J

L9 51-  54
i  q 5 9

1946-48
7948-49
t9? o-7  )
r O < O - < 1

7956
7968
797 0-? 2
1 a ?  I

WHENL
'A r1rtl\ k .

B;E-
B-B.
l ,-D
D' i ]

B,r B
\r.: !,

rlF v

U- r /

B-B
BB
E - D

]J- IJ

1500
nill.

10  00
1-5C0
1)00
r7 50
1000
1000
15C0
7200
150o
750C.r <oo
1500

BLDR.
Efrb-
a4D
EIVID
m,]D
EtIiD
EI{D
anD
Etr'ID
EI\riD
E}]D
f,lr'lD
EX',1D
E\,{D
m4D
TX\ID
nrlD
E[[D
m!D
EI..ID
ETiD

EI\ID
EI\/iD
r.},ID
E.VI]
ENID
IiliD
Er.JI)
a/iD
EI\,ID
u a q

EIUD
EI\D
EMD
E,\IID
E]JID

i
KAIISAS CITY SOUTi{ERN RR-;-;;:-T;,'---

I Charles W r-: rlicllonal-4
,  as  o f  1  Jan.  1981
.
CLASS

sw-I50-0
t -  I

JU- !+v

5D-r*U

SD-40
sD-40-2
sD-4.0-2
SD-40-s
sD- 40- 2
sD.'i{0-2
SD.+OX
sD-40-2
vy -  j o - .

F-7

1. Ecuipped with slug controls
z.  5 i ,4 , -  6o 5,  6o3,  5o?,  5t  8,  5 !9,  ( '?-5,  63?, ,  633,  6 53,  6 54,  56t ,  662,  663,  6? J,

6 '14 ,5?? ,6?8 ,6?9 ,68 j ,684 t58? ,663 ,?00 ,and  f01  equ ipped  as  con-
trol units for nid-train slarre operati-on.

3.  6c6,  60?,  61 c,  511,  620,  5?,1,  6z?,  6 -24 . (3 5,  6 55,  6 56,  664,  66 5,  666,  6? 5,-  
580,68r ,682,685,686,669;690,?o2,701 equS.pped to act  as mid-
t-r'ir:.-n slave urritr: "

4. Llc:,4,1+o59 t4c6i, and 406,+ control units for use with NPU unl.ts,
5. 4,1ij(t.. non po',ver conti:ol unit
6, 4a', '5-ttg77-- non povrer unit  for use with control power units.
?, 4'r i2, and 4176 so].d i2/8O
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ITMTRAC AFFAIRS- by Bi l l  Pol lard

An ' l rac  i s  in  ser ious  t roub l  e .
Th  ls  reve la t ion  s l rou ld  come as  l i --L,t ie surprise to a.nyone who is
f i rqi l iar wi th the 10 wear h i  , : inr.rr
of the National- R"i lr i ; ;-F;;; ; ; ; ; .
Corp .  For  the  second t j -me in  aJ
many years, the only passenger tr-
a-in serving Arkansas is being th-
rea tened w l t l r  ex t inc t ion .  I ron ica-
I ly, the imminent demlse of Arntr-

tne nation. UnfortunateJ.yr this
reawakening of the trai 'cl  i .ng public
+ -  - ^ ;  * ^ - -  L o  / l : 7 , r i  l 6 . l  h 1 'u I  d . v v - L  r i t d . J  u v  , _ : u r . : : . L U u  v J

ni.:is:-,ro. fr-,."r{ i ng cu'bs_-}.rtoqg sed by
the Or.f ',-ce cf t' ana Seare n.i ,lra,nrl Bird-
ge t .  Un j :Y '  ' r , : o { i e  1 ' . 1 i63 ,  a - I I  n l ,SSen-
ger t ra:r ts o L-r  i : . ; lde c ' f  t l ie 

-C-rt ; 'J--rr-

I \ew Yor 'k " l ior ' lhc: , -s- i  Ccl : : . i  Lot:  "  $r- l  I
be d j -sccnt. i .nrred ai ter I  C.: to l .er.
T - r p < : ' , i  l : a  o r r i  d o n r ' o  + n  * h a  ^ ^ . 1 ' F . F '!  v : :  v l  . . ;  J  !

,  Dr:pt.  of Transportat ion Sec::e-
t a:rtr' 1,',, 

"" 
I cwi-s iras r..anaged to cr-

ee.+;e an ina6: in VJashi-ngton of , 'en-
Pty Arnirak t: 'ains travcrsing the
Wc:;t" '  14 iact ,  however ,  t i tc emtr,ty'L;. ',',-rl is a nj. th, a-s anyone rnrho l.,as
1 . r . . i  a r i  l - . n  o | 6 t  r . a n . 1 . . r r r - l : . i  n n c  r . a a a n i - r  r r

r,r : . l l  atte st .
UnCer present budget propc sals

Ant rak 's  na-b iona l  sys ten  o l  in te r -
ai latc routes wou_l_d be serapped,
n . : r ' 1  i  n r r  a ' l  I  ca r  r r i  na  +. r - -  -o  Jo  s 'Ea ' [es .
6T the s a,me t irne, the entire coun-
t: :y r^, l6t3.6 continue to subsidize
redunoa.nt service at trol- ley car
f  ; 'o . ; r r  " :cw nvon thc nomn1'ce1 '  01 '  iented
"No l : theas t  Cor r idor " .  In  th is  cor r -
id-or, Anr Ur'r:k opcrates over 100 tra-
iris ea-c'.h day r and a tuyr'i 3.d of (',i:tlot'

passenger tr:ains a.re op rated by
regional t : ' : -r-. l r j . t  a.r.r thcr - l ics or.er
rou tes  para l l c l ing  most  o f  Imt r -akrs
t rackage.  These cor r idor  t ra ins  . .
carry about one hal-f  of Arnt::ak's
passengers ,  bu t  p roduce l -ecs  than
one third of the total revenues.
The imlrortant factor causing these
seemingly paradoxical f igures is
the length  o f  a  passenger 's  i r ip .
The cost is incurred in gett ing
the passenger aboarci; the profi t  is
is dete: 'mined by how far the pass-
a n o a n  i <  n a z . r . . i o d  r r i r . ' * r r a l  I r r  a l i

" l lortheast Corridor" traff ic is
short dista.nce travel-,  with fares
be1;rveen some city pairs fai l ing to
polrer even the lnit ia] boarding
bos t ,  much less  any  share  o f  the
ac tur l  t ra in  opera t ing  cos t .  By
conparison, the long distance tra-
ins, sr.rch as the Inter-American,
presently produce 5t+% of Amtrak's
revenue , al. though art i f ic iaf con-
straints ( equipment shortages;
lach of advert ising, Iow train
frequency) l ini t  the capacity of
these t ra ins  to  20% o f  . f imt rak 's
to' ;a.I  passenger capac i t ;r .

Tl:e r-r ' j -Li .m"te tesi of long distane<
vs slrort di-s' iance econcrnics oce-
t t r a d  i t  t r . i  r s  t l r o  o n o ' n- - -__gy  c r ts t  s  per -
iot l  of i i . 'v !9' i )  'uhru : ' rpri l  i9?4,
w.-4n ai , l i  t r ; . - ins o1,. j : .a- te d- at  f r i . l l
c : : ;2.c5-ty.  Durin.c.  th is t . i . rne, t re
de f i c i t  on  i he  l i o r i ; heas t  Cor r i do r
t::'a.ins f4qreased by 4+",4, whi:.. the
do:'.i.c i,'-cETon e krairi l.rains d. cre
asei .  by 27%. dlear l ,y,  on the r , r*or-
the: lst  Coi ' r idor coinrnuter l - ine, .  in-
c i ' .  etrsed : : idershi , -r  , r i i - i  I  resrr f  t  in
a  . : , r ' i  ' a ' i  i  n c r  r l a f  i n i  i. . . .  -  req" l l  ra l  ng ever
i  n r r . o r c i  n r '  < r r : h . : i  i l  i  o c  h ; h ' a r - 6 1 "

inc.reasoci r idersnip on long dist-
ance irains resul- 'ds in <ief ici t
redl ' ,ct:  ons, and redr-:ces -she need
for government funding.

Cong:'ess wil l  decide the future
of Ant: 'ak in l \ i iay, and June. r\s in
past Amtrak detrates, input from
consti tuents rnay well  me,an t l ,e
d i : ' ier-ence betiveen survival or
di-scontinuance fcr the Inter-Arner-
i can ,  as  we l l  as  the  long  d ishar ree
Da: rn^n6or ' -  i , . r 'a i  n  in  Cnr tc rF l  .



EDITOR.S NOTES:
Special thanks to Bi l l -  ; ,ol lard

for-his Amtrak contr ibution in this
issue. We hoDe to publ ish future
contr ibution-s frorn- Bi l l  as well  as
other rnembers.

Several typographical errors cr-
eep into rnost publ icat ions. Sev-
eral- are in this issue of the Ark-
ansas Railroader, In the process
of attempting to produce this issue
about ten days earl ier: than usual ,
a few-;errors were not corrected.
For this your patience is is app-
reciated. In attenpting to expand
the publication, while holding the
l ine on costs we are, as you wil l
note, now print ing our newsletter
on a stenci l  rnachine. Since this
is  a  b i t  new to  your  ed i to r ,  there
are several rkinks" yet to be worked
out .  I t  i s  to  be  hoped they  w i l l
be el ininated by next issue. Your
eomments on the change in printing
are ,  o f  course ,  most  we lcome.

If  .plang go as expected, some t ime
this surnmer i t  should be possible to
add a photo page(perhaps two) to
the club's newsletter, while st i l - I

The Arkansas Railroader
c /o  C.W,  l l cDona ld
2400 Mccain Blvd.
Ap t .  1008
North L, i t t le Rock, Ar. 72t16

FIRST CI,ASS

operating within our budget. By
the June issue this project shoul-d
be advanced enough to announce
target date s.
C0RRECTIONT

The KCS roster contains two err-
ors requir ing correction! numbers
798 & 799 are cP-40-2s, not SDs
as noted. Numbers55T-575 are SD-
40-2s , the  "s "  i s  a  typograph ica l
e r ro  r .
.n**i i ;+***+ *** *-* INIPoRTANT *********
The date given on page one for the
I\, iay meeting is not correct. The
correct date of the l lay meeting is
10 Niay 1981 . The 9th of l tay is
a Saturday. The meeting day has
not been changed.

FIIVAL CORRECTION r'  Several - 'pAaces in this is_sue
Amtfack i.s--."nc ll- e d wiih a ,,C', ,a-'-
th er tDa,n F""K " . Trh i s 

'rirj. 
s take i s

dif f icul-t- l t i  explain, as { do
know how fi! speif Amirak. I rErha-
ps my typxiter is d.t far.rlt. Any

l?y: . 
t* shouldn't happen again. . .

E


