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MAY FROGRAM: Our meeting flor May will be held on the lith starting at 2 PM at
the Missouri Pacific office bullding in North Little Rock, FProgram will be
given by Bill Bailey who will discuss telegraphy in train operations, This
should be very interesting and trust we will have another good attendance,

In gpite of rainé sleet, hail and even snow, our April meeting ettendance was
very good, Bob Partholomew of the READER R,R, presented a very interesting
slide presentation followed up by another good slide show by Boyd Pyle,

CHANGES AT LITTLE ROCK-NORTH LITTLE ROOK ~ Since this newsletter last went to
press the rall scene at Little Rock-North Little Rock has greatly changed, The
once great Rock Island is no longer around and quite a bit of its former Arkansas
mileage 1e now being operated by the Cotton Belt, including Little Rock-Perry,
Little Rock-Fbrdyce, Hagkell~Butterfield and Butterfield-Hot Springs, 4lso, the
former Rock's Memphis-Little Rock line is in the Cotton Belt's operating supple-
ment to their Timetable No, 3, but operation on this particular line is limited
to Memphis-Brinkley, Ootton Belt is still dispatching tonnage from Little Bock
to Memphis over their North Little Rock-Pine Bluff bramch which has always been
wel]l maintained, At thls writing the line in question is the Little Rock-Perry
branch, This sgction is being operated almost wholly for the bhenefit of the
Arlengas Kraft Uorporation paper mill at Perry, which mill must, in order to
remain in operation, have rail service, Ootton Belt is making a daily round
trip to Perry with Train Ne, 122 northbound, departing Little Rock 1 PM, and
Train No, 121 southbound, departing Perry 5 PM, Your ed has seen the train
departing Little Rock a coupls of times lately with twe units of S,P, power,
(believe GP9' are being used) 8ix (6) axle diesel locomotives are prohibited
over any part of the former Rock now operated by CottonBelt with the exception
of Mamphis-Brinkley which has been maintained by CottonBelt for several years
and at present allows speeds of 50 MPH, Fumors abound(and they are just that,
rumers), as to what will be the final outcome, particularly the Little Rocke
Perry line., One rumor is that a bid has been entered by the Eapt Oamden and
Highland Railroad, an industrial switohing line serving the East Cemden Indus=-
trial Park, formerly the old Navel &mmunition Pepet in World War II, “nother
rumor is that the Missourl Pacific has made a Bid for the line; another being
that if no one is succegsful the Arkansas Kraft Corperation will eperate the
line themselves, What is tc happen to the rest of the line west of Perry into
Oklahoma is enyone's guess. It stands to reason that with the CottonBelt now
operating a large part of the Rock's fermer tracksge in Arkansas, that 1line

will be successful in getting it permanently, A recent visit to the former
Rock's Biddle Yard, now known at the Little Rock Yard of the Ootton Belt, dig-
Played a beehive of activity with several switchers operating (8W-1500's), the
yard off'ice and freight house force as well as the dispatcher's office all very
busy. Having been a long time Ootton Belt employee, I can truthfully say that
line is an aggressive railroad and with paremt Southern Pacific it is now doubly
aggressive, Tims will tell what will happen; who will get this, who will get
that, Its & very interesgting situation,
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SQME INTERESTING NEWS ITEMS

Problems with the Coloraro PUC and the laws regarding continuation of wages, have
given the SILVERTON another season under the Rio Grande's fl%g. Regervations are
being accepted for the ride between May 24 and October 5. (from NRHS NEWS EXTRA
APRIL, 1980)

On November 25, 1943, Missouri Pacific passenger train No, 219, operating from
Memphis to Hot 8prings, had the following coneists (CREDIT MIKE ADAMS)

ngine 660
M * s Mail-Baggage (Thanks Mike, It was a fine
o427 = Baggigp train, I rode it many times
M&I 20 + # Mail-Baggage with sieter train No, 220, I
MP 6556 #» = Divided Coach alwaye rode in the parlor car
" 5177 = = Goach end had one of the rear geats
* 6329 * #  Deluxe Coach by the obs, end)

" iy e Gril11 Coach

" 10612 » = Observation Parlor -« 20 Parlor Seats

The Arkansae Historical Preservation Society, Little Rock, is endeavoring to put
the former Cotton Belt passenger depot at Stuttgart into the National Historical
Register, It ie our understanding the depot and property have been purchaged by
RICELAND FOODS at Ptuttigart and 1t 1s not known at thie time what the oompany
plans to do with it, It ie & fine old depoet and is typical of the may fine
structuree constructed by the Cotton Belt in earlier days,

Although the passenger load on Arkansas' AMTRAK train, the INTER-AMERICAN, aon-
tinues to increase, improvemente to the train as promised by Amtraik pregident
dlan Boyd earlier, have not yet been fulfilled, What is needed onn the train
more than anything else is full dining car service, 4lso, new station facili-
ties are badly nesded at Little Rock, As we have stated befors, facllities

at the ¢1d MOP paaseng er depot now being used by Amtrak, are totally unsuita-
ble for #mtrak's operation., It is a known fact what part of the oounptry isa
favored mogt by 4mtrak while other parte have little or no service at all,
Arkansas could moet certainly use two or three or more additional routee,
particularly at cities like Pine Biuff, Port Smith, Jonesboro and others,

In July our club plans on presenting a "Parewell ¥#.Rock Island program, This
is enough advance information so that you can prepare to bring elide/movies

and one or two of your favorite RI artifacis toc the meeting, This should prove
to be very interesting. Will remind you again of it in the June newsletter,

Our Sale-Swap-Display show 1s now set for September 27th at the Holliday Inm in
North Little Rock, 4d will be fun in the A ugust and S eptember issues of TRAINS
magazine, More on this later, Ehis ls surely something to look forward to,

Rumors keep popping up., This one ig to the effect that the East Camden and
Highland Reilroad (mentioned earlier) is interested in purchasing the Dardanelle
and Ruseellville Railroad, ons of f&rkansas' historic short lines. It seems the
rall pieture in Arkansas is changing rapidly, BN-FRISCO will probably be next,
Am told ite getting closge,

4 closing note: In addition to Bill Bailey's program in May, Mike Condren will
show a lgém movie of the Arkansas & Uzarks Railroad, which as you know, was the
successor to the old M&NA~M&A and operated from Harrison, Ark, to Seligman, Mo,
A very scenic and colorful shert line operation, Its gone but not forgotten,

EA R SR 22 PR RS2 LR E L bRt bl |
The Arkansas Railroad Olub ie & non profit organization, Regular meetings are
held second Sunday of each month except July and Sepbember Vieiters always
woeloome, Send all news items and exchange newslettere to ﬁditor at 5007

Hawthorne Rd, Little Rock, Ark, 72207.
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(CREDIT) BILL BAILEY
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