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trr@ all reporta rccelvcd our Aprll. ilvap iaetlng ras a hugc luooclr ulth a vGry
good atteDdancc. Solry I corld aot, attenc but en lnvl.tatlon fro long tLos frlends
ln flErkane for a vlalt Dad. 1t noc€BsarJ for ns to bc atsent. Ubtlc vlstttug
an antlque abop on thc Dallar hlghray found e real nlce Cotton Belt ncoodlC so
ry trlp waa both cnJoyable and profltablc.

G:r progleE and datcs for the May rcetlag s111 bo announced Ln another part of
thle nerelctter.

R€c€nt n6ns attlcle ststeg that the Southern Paclflo and A,ook frlard bavc agrced
ln prtnciplc to aflov the S.P. to purchase the Rock Island ta southr.cEtcrn Santa
Rose, Nrs l{c:dco ltne t* t5Z nlllton. fhlr Ilne crtcndr 966 Dtlea fr@ Santa
Rosa to St. Lou16, Uo. vla Kansas Clty. The S.P. has been conductlng ncgotla-
tlong rith R.I. slncc 1975 concernlng thlo l1nc. Rock Islaad truat€€ lftlllan
M. Glbbong hopca for qulck clearance by tbc I.C.C. of tbo purcbaec prgoaal.
lba S.P. already cnt.rE St. Louir vla thelr subaldlatT, the Cotton Balt. ntth
an addltlonal llnc lnto tLla bportant gatcnay q66 g^"Petltlon vlll bccop cven
greate!.

sl.ncc tbe ffrat of LE78 tv6 Btg Flve ln'arkaDsas (le-ssu-KGs€LsF-THE 8.sf,) have
bad their share of dcradlnente and vrecka, tuo or thf,€e of tho bclng on thc
tllaietroug slde. Thc general publ-lc 1s lnellned to ttlirue lt al'I on poor tleck
conditlons. Thls ls not aluays tru6. I nould say ultbout hegltatlou tbat four
of tbe btg flvc ln AlkaDsas (lf-ssv-f0s-gSF) bave so|Dc of the flueat track of
angr ral).roade ln our natlon; not only thst but thelr roadbeds are re1l nalntalned
ard ro11 uanLoured. Onc of these daye ve bope tbat tHE RCC( ulll get thelr road-
bed ln tbo gtate back to lts forr€r statu6. So6e nay ask, Juot vbat ls tbe reason
for all tlF6c drralfDeatB? Is 1t excegaLve apced? a,lbo knors. As to speedi thc
Oass f 1lnea ln the statc bul-lt thelr rcputatlon ontrpret Prelghtn. ff tbcy cannot
handJ. e fretght faet tb. bll u111 go to other forns of tranaport' prlnc!.pally ldgft-

vay trucka. Most shlppare and r€celv€rs of tlelght cor:Jd ca'telless on the condltlon
of tbc rall llne they glve their blr to; they only uaat lt novcd faat and lf tbe ra.i.l'
Llnea cannot do tbc Job thcn lt u111 go to a cory€tlng fotn of transportatlon.

Nor,, aE to our !4ay proFa&r It 'dU bG held on thc M4!-.9!449X, (Motber t6 Fy faUs
on the e€ coad sunday). 2 PI,! le tho Etartlng tl8e at tbo UoP offtcc Bulldlag, 1000
Ilest 4,tb Avc. ln North Ll ttfe Roak. the date 1s-!€I-3!99, so uark your cal,endar
accordlngly. lJalter llgl.ker rl.li have a allde presentatlon of dlning cer D€8roro -
bel ta lnc.ludlng Cb1DA, al]veftare, rneal checko, nenus, €tc. .Sounda lnterestlng
doesntt lt? Dld you enJoy anythlng uore 1a your 11fe tbao eatlng on thc dlaor?
Pleage c(Dc out 1n force and brlng tho6e vleltols.
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A BIT OF IEIS AND THAI

lbc f,CS Shrevoport, la. -Dallgar fexaa 1lnc uas once ouncd \r thr U[X!r (faty).
It uaa purohaaed p thc ll&Tr leter the KCS, fro thc Katy tocubor. back 1!
tb tucntlea. Incldcntally, th6 flrst rallroad to oDter T6xrs frc tbt north
rna tbc f,aty.

thc tlrrt ratlroad to uEe fuel. o11 to porer locootlvea tn tba gouthrcgt yas
thc SSttJ (Cotton F1t )

Altbough aot tbc longast tunnel 1a ths Unlt.at Statcr thc one that qsnrliy s66s.
to nlnd flrat ls ths UomATf on tbe D6{01{. Thc turnsl. , oon€tr.uctcat ln thc early
trcntlce ua! actually opencd ln 1:28 aud tho 50th Annlvrrs.r7 oollbatloa rna
rco.ntly blld rdth a apoolal stop at th€ tunncl by tba Rlo (}radp Z.pb$rr.

Back dr,rrlng thc lat,ter lart of itodd Uar II a paoaenge! coaduot,d rwraiag ln
Tar!! on a I1ns tbat aIBo 6ervr8 Alkangar, retlrcd. Hhat uaa ro unu8u&l about
tbat you rayl It rsa uauaual tu that thtrs conductor vaa !!gg5g3i!! and at
tbe tLDc laa tlu oldegt sctlvc conductor on any rrllroad In-TE thlted StEtcs.

Thr latc f,err Shannon of Arkanoae Duoc!8t faoe oacc rrrot€ a book entltlcd1
iQr A Faat trala Tbru Alkanged. ft ueE a real Dasterplccc. fDDS tbs fEit
trll.!! trlrr nentloned urrr thc f,CS gouthern 8e11e1 Thr ootton Bclt, Eluc Streak
end tbo tllaeoull Paclflcrs Eaglec. The book rss a retuttal to sn lafroou!
book vrl.ttln by thouaa If. Jackson oDtltJed, n&r A Sloy t?aln fbu AlkanBaltl
JackloD oertalnly usdo ou! etete fook rather sharoc firlly uhrn It cane to ltc
rrllroadg. It uag firl,l of crud. sLotcbor of our raLl.road! i arong tbo belng
I raa fillLng out of an upperbcrtb on tbc f,CS etatlng the track rnt ao^'rough
lt tbrcr hLu out. anothc! Cotur€d a atatlon ttaln boaral nlth varlour oap -
tloac suoh a! rrl{o.Paol.flc thr€e bourc J.atcl Cotton Belt 5 hours lato, Frlrco
lO hourg late, KCS arrlvo noon tb6 next day and }l&ltrA, lay ot Arrlyc. Alaol
an ltel gbout thr blg uhlakey dtet0lery ln St. lords etrlpplng tholr rhlrkcy
to Telge vla eltbcr !'OP o! Cotton 8e1t eo lt uould agr. tbenk goodncsa thle
book bsE bccn out of prlut for aeveral yoars and bopcfirlly tt u111 acvcr tctlun.

Ibc naJorlty of the ganeral publlc- aro unassr€ thet onc of th. Frlnol1n1 rcarona
utgC'U.S; t4dl gervlce hr8 Bonc dovu, donn, dovn, uaa due to our Undc se! taldag
portal ear slJ auet lYoa tbc raLlroada- Tble rag alao, as you hor, onc of tha
ual,n reasoru vby thc rallroadc got i;out of the pasacugcr buslncar.

lbc f .C.C. hsa doaled aa appl,lcatlon llon Soutbern RaIIuay to dlaooatlnur tbr
gotnHERN CRSiCElll and hae orderod that llne t'o oontinuo oprcratlag tbr traln
for a fcu aore aonths. If you plan to rlda lt nor ls the tbd.

&r Pagce 3 ard 4 you can read an exccllent ert'iclc b5r our oun l,!kc AdeB
cntltlcd, tFlS? lSEIcHTr. Uc havc tvo ucc artlolcs fro l,[tc ln hsnd and
ylll rua thal la futurc ocrelettcra. In addltlon to t{lle therc uust bc ecDc
torc nrltcrr ln our cIub. four edltor nlght bloaaon out ritb anotbet sltlclc
ln tbr firture. If you aend uc anytblng plcaec nalc 1t @E!. 9procl! not
avallablc for arrytblng lcagttgl. If you can put dovn scoetblng nlth pca or'
pcnotl about a rallroad (any ral'lroad ) plcaae do ao. l{o aongratulatc l.tlto
for his oroclleut artlol.!.

So long for tblg tlDc. Bop. to aec al1 of you at thg Uay neettng. Dontt forget;
lt rdrl be on thc thlrd Sutrday uhloh la May 21st. Brlng thosc vkltora.

ElIl l{erck - Edltor
I*r*r i*r t+I*I ltrr*}rrrtt rtfrr
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t r .AST FREICHl

byt W. 14. rMlkd Adals

It la an axlo that all rallroad storlea, good or otherrlLec, lncl,ude an account of
a faet run. Just hoy fast lg s@6thlng e1r e agalD, fast varleg fro! 1lne to line
and fr@ cll.De to cllns. To an oLd -tlrne I oconotive cnglneer on the D.nvsr and tUo
Grsndc nerror gaugE doocendlng the four percent grades of storled Mursball Paae, ten
nl1es per hour rould border on tbe exceselve. llib rhat ee have been Ied to beJ,leve,
a Dllc a ulnute tould be dragglng your fget vtreellng a string of faet frelght on the
Dalnlln6 of the old Lake Shore and }llcldlau Southern. On the rustlc yJhite Rlver
Dlvlalon of the MLssourl Paclflc soDstrhere Ln botueen thsse tuo extroca vor:ld be
conslderod thst - sal a blazlng forty nlles per bou.r.

lJhsn 1. l{. Baldrln took over the Mlssourl Paciflc Ln 1923 ard the so -called Te:os-
Loulslana 1lncs vere taken lnto tbe foldi he roade a play for tb€ €astorn p€rlsbsbl€
fretght uarket b5r establishlng a rout€ fron tl.e ]over Rlo G,rand€ Valley up through
Houston, DeQulncy, Klnder, Alexandrla, }Jronroep llcGeheo, Lexa, Rragould, Dexter
Junctlon, etc., to Dupo 1 flllnols ard the eastern connectlons. Tlre hr.1k of the
frutt and vegetablea out of tb Vall ey noved thls r.ray. In season traln after traln
of drlpplng ye11orJ cars nade thlg long rurr to satlsty tho needa of our eastern gea-
board for vltanln C. I{ot overlooklng the northern s€gDont of the country, houever,
Ealdr.rln €Btabllehed a perlohable route fror Houaton up through Palestlne, Longrl€u
Junctlon, Tsr.akrna to North Llttle Rock g nd then up the Central Dlvlslon to l(ensag
Clty end oEaha. Thls traln, called tho rgo Elockt, ran froa about Octob€r to May
and uas gtven aD tho att€ntlon lavlshed on the rultlple sectlong of the renowr
St,II9IIINE SPECIAI.

lfhsn the H0 tilock vss established a test run uas rade to see uhat klnd oftlue bou.Id
be oade lunnlng up the Arkansas Dlvlslon to Neuport and turning the traln over to the
llhlte Rlvor Dlvlslon to tqndl o to Cr,rthager lllesourl and thence over the Joplln Dlvlolon
to riansas Clty. At this tfune, the Late L9zOrs, uere llvlng 1n Aurora, Mlssourl, soe
40 nl1es southeast of C cthage and headquarters of the llhlte Rlver Dlviglon. The
superlntehdent uas Jobn W. Danlels and the traiuaster uas Ll1111a! A. And€rson. Tomry
Shau l.'as chlef clerk to Mr. Danlels uhllo 4y father uas general factotlD for the traln-
Daster. Ted Potter, Sr., vag flrst trlck dlspatch6!, Hubert H. Gr€cn uorked second,
Chet Brke ms thlrd and carland furlesgn vas rellef dlspatcber. The lnl-ultabl e and
testy Michael Parroll, a true son of th€ nould sod. !,as roednaster. Thc dlvlslon
offlces vere located on the second floor of the Bank of Aurola , a good clty btock
IYot0 ths psss€nger ard frelght statlons to the east along ollve Strdot. In p,rQara-
tlon for the test run a gtaff rneeting vas held one evenlng a few days before the
6vent and several erperts cane Ln from Kansas Clty snd St. Loulr to lend tbelr 1nte111-
genc€ to tbe endeavor. So nany v€re on hand, ln fact, that they couJd not be accouo-
dated in !ir. DanleLfs conference ro()tD snd the rneetlng uae beLd ln tho ggntleb€n rs
ualtlng rooo of tbe depot.

Nou Dad had to atbend tho neetlng but b€, al,Bo had soe uork to cltch up - a flock of
bul.]etlna or Lett€rs of sqp sort had t,o be stuffdd ln elvelopea. Never one to condone
lillenesa and caring lltt1e for chlld Labor 1aug, i.bd took ue to the offlce and put E€
to Hork foldlng ard etufflng thsse buLletlns. He tofd ne to stay at the offlce uhen I
got through, not to bother li{r. Gr€€n, and rrh€n the neetlng uas over he uoul.d return and
plck ue up and Ey reyard for these labors vould be a nlce, shlny tr buffalon nlckcf. A
flve-cent plece at tbat tlue uould br.1y all the candy you could carry atay. I oD sltaid
I lgnored those tnstructlons and Just as soon as I had t,he envelopea atuffed I eltppod
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aorn ,o tbc dcpot and rrent ln through the ladleg Haltlng rooD and got tb6ra Just ln
tlx. to hear I'tlke lbrrell slaD hle flsts dovn on hia knees and roar l1ke a noundcd
grlzelyr t Dc@€d lf ye dot Yelll not be tearlng up ne track runnlng those doDned
blg boge forty uoflea sn hour - dommed lf ye vIIl ...... Th. n donnedn blg bogs ]ltke
uss frf.rrlbg t,o u6ro the old 1200 class 2-8-2ra whlch they had becn ualng on the Uhltc
Blver Dlvlelon for the past Jrear or Bo. Joho tl. IFnlels uo! not ouc to bc staupeded
by e lrate, rcd-faced frlgh roadlaster and he Juut snll sd and told ltlke to gcttlc doun
becaugc th€ Dsxlroun authorlzed speed for fre lght tralns botloou 0rsn. and Cdrthage uas
belng r!16€d lbon tblrty to forty nlles per hou! and thle teat traln ulght ovsn etceed
that r 

i. r
Entellng iAurora fron the east, the Mlssoull Paclflc had a long tangcnt on a do8cendLng
grade to Jrrt east of thc depot rbcro lt, curved eoftly to the rlght ot nortb - touards
the pera3lcllng Dalnllne of the St. t,ouls and San lYanclaco Rstlroad. It atralghtandd
out erd u€st of tbe depot ran rlght up a clty street or roorc llke en al1ey, crossed
about Blx clty Btleets and then curved tpwarde the FrlBco agaln ard croaelng tbeo
start€d a tro rlla clhb to'th€ top of CpaL Htll. Th6 clty fathrrE u€r€ rppralEod
of tba tcgt tlaln end tbe tocn narshaals and seversl sectlon oeD uore statloned at
t}€qucnt tntervals aIJ along the ngln 1lne thtcougb tola to head off rny trafflc,
vehlcular or p€destraLD. lJhcn tbe tra In rra6 du6 1t seetoed to ne llkc cverybody ln
tom rae llned up rlong tb6 tracks. Then tlp headllght cele etabblng out of tb.
csst Just bs forc dua\r dark - here ghe cc|oelrr. Doun that long tan8lnt canc thc
lpcclal - headed up by a palr of roarlng 1200 class ldlkeE ' I te1l you thoae boggers
brd those rolllng ycllou cars ln the nlnd, th6 tr8111ng oxhsusts wsrc turncd bLood-
red ln rbgrtblc soquonor gs the flrenen ldcked open the gateE of hcll and .cstterod
codlr oa tbc blazlng lnferno!. Steara ny boy - f noed steatnrr. As they oaD€ by ths
depot, hcld donn uhlstles aqualling a dlre narnlng to the untsry, they had to bave
been dolng forty rnlles an hour - naybe Dore - you could Juet Dakc out thc dtrty
uhlte flage snapplng alongsldc the etsck on th€ load englna and then ca&s tbe long
tre1n. Ard I ncan long---thpy bad flfiby carsrr Ftfty rocking, sr.sylng, bounclng
yclJos oars of, texag grapcfrult and they u€rs b€aded for Kay S6etr. l&at, I nan
to tcII you 1s that d6y the Mo Fc uade thorc trllgco flelghts look llk€ tlFy u.r€
rtendlng atll1. .. .

At that tlnc 
'tbe 

ltleco pouered theLr red-bal.Ie vlth the ponderous and slos s€rles
2 -LO:2t s. Thcy grunted through Aurora ln large nrubers tralllng long tralns and
uould bc doing every blt, of tuenty-fl1e n1les per hour. Thr backuoodal Ullltc
Rlvcr Dlvlelon ordlaerlly .couldnrt hol.d a candl a to the nainline o'peratlona of
tbc Frlsco but on thet dby ne M:lseouri Paclflc kids held our h€ads hlgb - proud
ol8 fath€rt rJolkod on the rold llhltc Rlver. No - thr Hhlt c Rlvcr dldnrt get tlu
H0 blooks. Ev.n lf tley cr-.uld hav6 Est the tlue lt stll1 vould bave taken about
teo or Dore tralna tolne to tranEverss the OElks and tbe HOts stEyed on thc
Central Dlvtslon untU\b'€iy,fdlr.led out ln the ]950 14 brt tbe rldgs-ruDnarE of
thc gallant old thlt€ Rlver ahoved theu boc lt ras don€ that one tlne.

iTIID ENDT

P.S. R€fer to Iten on Page 2 regardlng dlscontlnuance of the SOUIHERN CRESCEM.
Nou bav6 lnfotmatlon tbat the I.C.C. has suspended Southern ra notlce of
dlscontlnuanco . untlf, August 6, pendlng an lnvestlgatlon. More on thls
uflL be brought to your attentlon st our l,lay neetlng aB lt ls ln our
lat€rest as rel1 as all oth6r rall organlratlons afflllat,ed ulth tb€
N.R .H .S .


