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NON FROFIT ORGANIZATION, SEND EXCHANGE NEWSLETTERS AND OTHER COMMUNICATIO
TO EDITOR AT 5007 HAWTHORNE RD, LITTLE . 9CK, AR. 72207, VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME.

From all reports recelved our April wap leeting was a huge success with a very
good attendance, Sorry I could not attenc¢ but an invitetion froem long time friends
in Texarkana for a visit made it necessary for me to be alsent, While visiting

an antique shop on the Dallas highway found a real nice Gotton Belt "Goodle" so

my trip was both enjoyable end profiteble,

Cur program and dates for the May meeting will be announced in another part of
this newsletter,

Recent news article states that the Southern Pacific and Rock Island have agreed
in principle to allow the 8,P, to purchase the Rock Island's southwastern Santa
Rose, New Mexico line for $57 million. This line extends 966 miles from Santa
Rosa to St. Louls, Mo, via Kansas City. The S.P., has been conducting negotia-
tions with R,I. since 1975 concerning this line. Rock Island truastee William
M. Gibbons hopes for quick clearance by the 1.C,C. of the purchase proposal.

The S.P. already enters St. Louis via thelr subsidiary, the Cotton Belt, With
an additional line into this important gateway the competition will become even
greater,

Since the first of 1978 the Big Five in irkansas (MP-SSW-KCS-SLSF-THE ROCK) have
had their share of derailments and wrecks, two or three of them being on the
disastrous side. The general pubtlic is inclined to bléme it all on poor track
conditions, This is not always true. I would say without hesitation that four
of the big five in isrkansas (MP-SSW-KCS-SLSF) have some of the finest track of
any reilroads in our nation; not only that but thelr roadbeds are well maintained
and well manicured, One of these days we hope that THE RCCK will get their road-
bed in the state back to its former status. Sofe may ask, just what is the reaaon
for all these derailments? 1Is it excessive speed? who knows, 4s to speed; the
(lass T lines in the state bullt their reputation on "Faat Freight", If they cannot
handle freight fast the bix will go to other forms of transport, principsally high-
way trucks, Most shippers and recelvers of freight could cere_less on the condition
of the rail line they give their biz to; they only want it moved fast and if the rail
lines cannot do the job then it will go to a competing form of transportation.

Now as to our May program: It will be held on the Third Sunday (Mother's Day falls
on the sscond Sunday). 2 FM is the atarting time at the MCOP Office Building, 1000
West 4th Ave, in North Little Rock, The date is_May 21st, 20 mark your calendar
accordingly, Walter Walker will have a sllde presentation of dining car memorc-
belia including China, silverwsre, mesl checks, menus, etc, .Sounds interestlng
doesntt it? Did you enjoy anything more in your life than eating on the diner?
Flease come out in force and bring those visitors.
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A BIT OF THIS AND THAT

The KCS Shreveport, La.-Dallas, Texss line was once owned by the MK&T (Katy).
It was purchased ty the LA&T, later the KCS, from the Katy somewhere back in
the twenties, Incidentally, the first railroad to enter Texas from the north
was the Katy. f n

The firat railroad to use fuel oil to power locomotives in the southwest was
the 8SW (Cotton Eelt)

Although not the longest tunnel in the United States the one that usually comes.
to mind first is the MOFFATT on -the D&RGW. The tunnel. ,constructed in the early
twenties was actually opened in 1528 and the 50th Anniverssry celebration was
recently held with a special stop at the tunnel by the Rio Grande Zephyr,

Back during the latter part of World wsr II a passenger conductor running in
Texas on a line that also serves Arkangas, retired, what was so unusual about
that you say? It was unususl in that this conductor was 89 years old end at
the time was the oldest active conductor on any rallroad in the United States,

The late Karr Shannon of Arkansas Democrat fame once wrote a book entitled,
"On A Fast Train Thru Arkensas®, It was a real masterpiece, Ameng the fest
trains Karr mentioned were the KCS Southsrn Belle, The Cotton Belt Rlue Streak
and the Missourl Pacific's Eagles, The book was & rebuttal to an infamous
book written by Thomas W. Jackson entitled, "On A Slow Train Thru Arkansas"
Jackson certainly made our state look rather shamefully when it came to its
railroads, It was full of crude sketches of our railroads; among them being

a man falling out of an upperberth on the KCS atating the tracx was so~rough
it threv him out. another plotured a station train board with various cap-
tions such as "Mo,Pacific three hours late; Cotton Belt 5 hours late, Friaco
10 hours late, KCS arrive noon the next day and M&NA, May Not Arrive. Also,
an item about the big whiskey distillery in St. Louis shipping their whiskey
to Texas via either MOP or Cotton Belt Bo it would age, Thank goodness this
book has been out of print for several years and hopefully it will never return,

The majority of the general public. are unaware that one of the principal reasons
why-U.S. Mail service has gone down, down, down, was due to our Uncle Sam taking
postal car mail away from the rallroads, This was also, &8s you know, one of the
main reasons why the railroads gotlout of the passenger busineas,

The I.C.C. has denied an application from Southern Rallway to disocntinue the
SOUTHERN CRESCENT and has ordered that line to continue operating the train
for a few more months., If you plan to ride 1t now 1s the time,

On Pages 3 and 4 you can read an excellent article by our own Mike Adams
entitled, "FAST FREIGHT". We have two more articles from Mike in hand and
will run them in future newsletters. In addition to Mike there must be some
more writers in our club, Your editor might blosasom out with another article
in the future, If you send me anything please make it short. Spaceis not
available for anything lengthy. If you can put down sametbing with pen or -
pencil about a raillroad (any railroad) please do so. We congratulate Mike
for his axcellent articles,

So long for this time, Hope to see all of you at the May meeting., Don't forget;
it will be on the Third Sunday which is May 21st, Bring those viaitora,

Bill Merck - Editor
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FAST FREIGHT
bys W. M. "Mike" Adams

It 1s an axiom that all railroad stories, good or otherwise, inciude an account of

& fagt run, Just how fast is something e¢l. e again, fast varies frem line to line

and from clime to clime, To an old-time Iocomotive engineer on the Denver and Rio
Grande narrow gauge descending the four percent grades of storied Murshall Pass, ten
miles per hour would border on the excessive, Frim what we have been led to believe,
& mile a minute would be dragging your feet wheeling a string of fast freight on the
mainline of the old Lake Shore and Michigan Southern, On the rustic wWhite River
Divieion of the Missourl Pacific somewhere in bctween these two extremes would be
considered fast - say a blazing forty miles per hour.

When L. W. Baldwin took over the Missouri Pac{fic in 1923 and the so-called Texas-
Louisiana lincs were tsken Into the fold, he made a play for the eastern perishable
freight market by establishing a route from tle lower Rio Grande Valley up through
Houston, DeQuiney, Kinder, Alexandria, Monroe, McGehee, Lexa, Puragould, Dexter
Junction, etc,, to Dupo, Illinois and the eestern connections, The bulk of the
fruit and vegetables out of the Valley moved this way. In season train after train
of dripping yellow cars made this long run to satisfy the nceds of our eastern sea-
board for vitamin C., Not overlooking the northern segment of the country, however,
Euldwin established a perishable route fram Houston up through Pslestine, Longview
Junetion, Texakrna to North Little Rock and then up the Central Division to Kansss
City and Omaha, This train, called the "HO Elock" ran from about October to May
and was glven al) the attention lavished on the multiple sections of the renoun
SUNSHINE SPECIAL. :

When the HC block was established a test run was made to see what kind of t ime ecould
be made running up the Arkansas Division to Newport and turning the train over to the
White River Division to handle to Curthage, Missouri and thence over the Joplin Division
to Kansas City, At this time, the late 1920's, were living in Aurora, Missouri, some
40 miles southeast of Carthage and headyuarters of the White River Division., The
superintehdent was John W, Daniels and the trainmester was Willlam A, Anderson, Tommy
Shaw was chlef clerk to Mr, Deniels while my father was general factotum for the train-
master. Ted Potter, Sr., was first trick dispatcher, Hubert H. Green worked second,
Chet Burke was third and Garland Burleson was relief dispatcher, The inimiteble and
testy Michael F:irrell, a true son of the "ould sed". was roadmaster, The division
offices were located on the second floor of the Bank of Aurora - a good city block
from the passenger and freight stations to the esst along (live Strdet, In prepara-
tion for the test run & staff meeting was held one evening & few days before the
event and several experts came in from Kensas City and St. Louls to lend their intelli-
gence to the endeavor. So meny were on hand, in fact, that they could not be accomo-
dated in Mr. Daniel's conference rovm snd the meeting was held in the gentlemen's
walting room of the depot.

Now Dad had to attend the meeting but he also had some work to catch up - a flock of
bulletins or letters of scme sort had to be stuffdd in emvelopes. Never one to condone
idleness and caring little for child labor laws, Ded took me to the office and put me
to work folding angd stuffing these bulletins., He told me to stay at the office when I
got through, not to bother Mr. Green, and when the meeting was over he would return and
plck me up and my reward for these labors would be a nice, shiny "buffalo" nickel, A
five-cent plece at that time would buy all the candy you c¢ould carry away. I am afrald
I lgnored these instructions and just as soon as I had the envelopes stuffed I slipped
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down to the depot and went in through the ladies weiting room and got there just in
time to heer ¥ike Farrell slam his fists down on hkis knees &and roer like & wounded
grizzlys "Dommed if ye do' Ye'll not te tearing up me track running those dommed
big hogs forty molles an hour - dowmed if ye will'',..... The "dommed® big hogs Mike
wes referring to were the old 1200 class 2-8-2's which they had been using on the White
River Division for the past year or so, John W, Deniels wes not one to be stampeded
by a irate, red-faced Irish roadmaster and he just smiled &nd told Mike to settle down
because the maximum authorized speed for freight trains between Crane and Carthage was
being raised from thirty to forty miles per hour and this test train might even emceed
that;

. -
Entering :Aurora from the east, the Missouri Pacific had a long tangent on a deacending
grade to just east of the depot where it curved softly to the right or north - towards
the psralleling mainline of the St, louls and Sun Francisco Railroad, It stralghtendd
out and west of the depot ran right up & city street or more like an alley, crossed
about six city streets and then curved towarés the Frisco agsin and croseing them
started a two mile climb to the top of Cpal Hill, The city fathers were appraised
of the test train and the touwn marshalls and several section men were stationed at
frequent intervals all along the main line thoough town to head off any traffic,
vehicular or pedestrain, When the train was due it seemed to me like everybody in
town was lined up along the tracks, Then the headlight came stabbing ocut of the
east Just before dusky dark - here she comes!’, Down that long tangent came the
special - headed up by a pair of roaring 1200 class Mikes, I tell you those hoggers
had those rolling yellow cars in the wind, the trailing exhausts were turned hlood-
red in rhythmic sequence as the firemen kicked open the gates of hell and scattered
codls on the blazing inferncs, Steam my boy - I need steam!', 4is they came by the
depot, held down whistles squalling a dire warning to the unwary, they had to have
been doing forty miles an hour - meybe more - you could Just make out the dirty
white flags snepping alongside the stack on the lead engine and then came the long
train, And I mean long---they had fifty cars'' Fifty rocking, swaying, bouncing
yellow cars of Texas grapefrult and they were headed for Kay See'!, What I mean
to tell you is that day the Mo Pac made those Frisco freights look like they were
standing still,...

At thet time the Frisco powered their red-bells with the ponderous and slow series
2 =10-2's. They grunted through Aurora in large numbers trailing long trains and
would be doing every bit of twenty-five miles per hour, The backwoodsy White
River Division ordinarily couldn't hold a candle to the mainline operations of
the Frisco but on that day we Missouri Pacific kids held our heads high - proud
our fathers worked on the jold White River. No - the White River didn't get the
HO blocke. Even if they could have met the time 1t still would bave taken asbout
two or mcre trains to‘e:; to tranasverse the Owarks and the HO!'s estayed on the
Central Division until“hay.figzled out in the 1950's tut the ridge-runners of
the gallant old White River showed them 'bow it was dome that one time.

*THE END*

P.5. Refer to Item on Page 2 regarding discontinuance of the SOUTHERN CRESCENT.
Now have informatlon that the I.C.C. has suspended Southern's notice of
discontinuance until August €, pending en investigation, More on this
will be brought to your attention at our May meeting as it is in our
interest as well as all other rail organizations affiliated with the
N.R.H.S, _



