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CHARIES OST

Charles Ost, Yice Presidsnt of
our club and orw of ite most
popular msmbers passed away on
April 13th and services and
turial were held at Hot Springs,
Ark. on April 16th, Charlie had
& host of friends throughout the
state and every railroad in the
state knew him. He was a fime
gantleman and we will all miss
aim,

AMERICAN FRESDOM TRAIN CONTINUGD

come and gore from our area and what
a wonderful sight it was, especially
that Loco j#uhL9. A short ceremony
was held at Vestal Park in Nerth
Iittle Rock at 7130 PM the evening
of April lhth at which time our club
was honored, President Walles r and
NRHS Director Hull were recognizad
and a copy of Gene's book, "Short
iine Railroads of Arkansas" was
presented to Mr. John E, Mamning,
Vice President of ths Freedom Train.
There were many dignataries present
at ths ceremony including Arkansas
Governor David Pryer, Lt. Governor
Jos Purcell, Atty. Gsneral Jim Ouy
Tucker, Mayors Eddie Powall of North
Iittle Rock and George Wimberly of
Little Rock, A National Guard band
played patriotic music and a men's
barbershop ensemble provided some

Wl e
fine harmony. The attsndancs for
MAY MEETING the three day visit of the train

A reminder that our repgular
meating date of May 9th falls on
Mother's Dgy and we will meet
instead on Sunday, May 16th at
our club building on River Hoad
in North little Rock. Pleass come
prepared to do some woTk to try and
«5% things together for our Museum
oW on the following Sunday, May
<rds Above all wear work clothing,
“4 noed all members tc help us get
the building ready for our show.
i

AMERICAN FREEDOM TRAIN
The imerican Freedom Train hag

was a total of 53,579 peopls,
FERFERR 3 e

BOOK REVIEW

We very seldom do¢ a book review in
this newsletter; however omne has
come to our attention that merits
writing about., It is RAILROADS
YOU CAN MODEL from KAIMBACH BOOKS,
Milwaukee, Wisconeln; Edited by
Mike Schafer, cost per copy $3.50,
It is every bit worth the prics
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BOOK REVIEW GUNTINUED

end it 1g appealing not only to

the model fail fan but to just
plain rail fan as well, Thebook
covers a historical synopsis,
geography and phyeical plant,
operations and equipment used,
detailed maps and many photos.
The following rail lines are
featured: NYOSW, IM&IR, WABASH
(N&W Mixed Traln Branch line)
ABERDEEN & ROGXFISH, BATH AND
HAMMONDSPORT, V&T, (MO Doodle-

bug 1ine, StJ&IC, SP's TKHACHAPI

I80P. If you like intsresting
reading and photos don't fail
to get this ers. It 18 up to
the usual Kalmbach standards,

LA ) O'ﬂl‘ !'
chapter on the WABASH (N&W)
Mixed Traln Branch Iime most
interesting due to the fact
that my home town is Mobeyly,
Mo, which is 2|; miles north-
west of Centralia; Mobarly
being at one time a division
point on the WABASH,now (N&W).
I have witnessed this branch
line operation from Centralia
to Columbia many times even
back in the days shen steam
pw er was useds A very, very
celarful branch line opera-
tion it was. The branch is
now operated with a zingle
round trip each day, Monday
thru Friday, this train being
freight only, #%

AR

OUR COMMITTEES

Our club comnmlttees are
functioning in great style
and we are having a great
yzar, With the Freedom
Train and others going it
is THE YEAR for the rd 1-
roads. While we are at it
we want the ladies in ocur
club who furnish those won-
derful refreshments at our
coffee breaks to know how
we appreciats it, Those
refreshments go right along
with the programs, "bull
Bessiong", etc

lad:l.eg. L] + Thank you

OLD TIMERS GET TOGETHER

On May 27th there will be held the
1st anmual organizational meeting
of Friends & Ex-Employees of the
M&NA-MEA and A&LO Rallways, this
to be a Re=Union and Iunch® n to
be held at the Crescent Hotel at
Bureka Springs, Ark, This meeting
will have an outstanding railroad
speaker and a visit to the site of
the New Rureka Springe Rallroad at
Beaver, Arkansme (former MINA point)
All of this 18 at a cost of $L4.25
for adults and $2.25 for children
undsr 10 years of age. In addition
a rids on the E.S. RsRe 18 inclu-
ded, These folks at Beaver deserve
our attention and halp and this now
gives our state another tourist
hanler in addition to the Scott and
Bearskin Lake and the Readsr., Tim
luncheon at Burska Jprings starts
at 1300 PM, May 27the If interes-
ted write to Roscos C. Migliore,
Banquet Chairman, 4037 E. 25th,
Tulsa, Okla. 7hllle If you plan
on a vacation trip this summer in
the Bureka Springs area be sure and
go to DBeaver and see the Bureka
Springs R.R, in operation.
AR

MUSEUM SALES COMMITTEE

The group of fines fellows, ind uding
our own Phil Powledge, voted to donate
100 post cards made by Johnnle Gray of
the new RZADER R.Re for sales at our
Museun Show. These cards show READER
ENGINE Noe To This will give our show
as well as the READER some good pub~
licity, and the monsy from sales of
phe post cards will go into Museum
Sales Committee funds. Thanks Fhil
and all the other fins fellows of

the READER. Lztest information
available is that both the READER

and SCOTT & BEARSKIN LAKE started
operations for the season on April
2liths Our Club's best wishes for
both 1inss to have a succesaful

B8ABD e
i AR R



AKANSAS RATLROADER = MAY, 1976
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For your Convenience

De £axe ucouﬁge Gczr

on this C]raz'n ‘
SPECIAL MIDNIGHT SERVICE
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25 Overcoat
1,40

................ Ladies' Coal
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A\
&y will gladly take yowr cloihes
porter of your # & 7 ¥ LS
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Ladiies’ Skict, ., ., ... ...
. Ladies’ Droos .
lo 1be velet und Feturn ibens whed dealred,

Sandwiches - =~ - =~ Baverages - « - « Etc.
SELECTIVE CLUB BREAKFAST
—  MENU——————
50e - 65c - Bfec Par Perzom
[ ALSU A LA CAIUMS SRELVICIE B o]
VALET. BERVICE
............. $0.35 Muit o, . eesa.. 300 T.adiog Suit....;......ﬂ.'_.;ﬁ

1.6

The above was given to all Pullman passengers on the
Chicago & Alton's Midnight Limited runming fram St. Louls

to Chicago.

truly the good old days,
s

STEAr EXCURSION

Ex~SOUTHERN Ry. No. 4501 runs this
Saturday and Sunday, May lst and 2nd,
Memphie, Tenn, to Corinth, Mise. and
return with the usual conzist of heavy
welght carss Fany in our club are looking
forward to the trip. Sure would bs nmice to
have this Engine and conslst to come over to
Arkansag sometime, If a trip was run out of
Little Rock there wouid be a sell out. Folks
in Arkansas are "hungry ¥ to ride trains as
it has been proven time and time again on our
tourist haulers,
R
BITS OF THLS AND THAT

Understand Rock Island is laying
welded rail out of West Memphis
toward Brirkley. The Cotton Belt
received excellent publicity on
the "Johnny Cash" Speclal. The
MOY was congratulated on their
excellent job with the FkExDOM THATIN,
which was well deserved, (ON RATL is
now in operation; it will take time to
see how this Government opsrgtion works
outs Good flugk to them, -3

L T

Look carsfully at those prices,

Thoss wora

SQUTHERN=MOPAC. SFECIAL

On Apral 29th a special train of

S UTHER RY. officials arrived in

North Little Rock from Ft.Worth,

Texas, Irzin arrived 6345 P and

departed 9100 FM for Memphis. Con~

gist of train was as b llowss

MP 2131 - GP 38-2 Locoe

50U, RA-11 koyal Arch, 11 Bedroom

Slesper, formerly obs.=-lounge car

on Crescent Limited.

(A-8 Georpia ~ Bedroom support car.

This car aleo SO0U.

S0U, BV-7 Buena Vista, Inspsction

car with rear facing seats, plate

glass observation window in rear.

The Train Number was IFM=129.

Officiale of MP and S0U. are talking

merger. If it happens what would be

the name of the mew line?777
s
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TiiE FAST MAIL - PART ¢ 5

Byt W. M, "Mike" Adams

Here Engineer Mike Cronin and the 7519 took over. Mike Imd been sslected for
the run due t¢ his wsll deserved repu!.tion for speed and he had a fireman,
Jack Oriffith, tnt was squally fmous and efficient., Now thm 7519 had besn
recently equipped with a pneumatic firedoor; one & the first on the Iron
Mountain. These & ors were operated by a convenience footpedal and Mike
tapped his fireboy on the chest as they preparcd toc head down the high iron
and saids "Jack, my boy, pat your foot and pat it fast, we are going to

Little Rock", Jack was ro recall bter that it was the fastest ride he sver
enjoyed on a locomotive. They had a slow order throush the Black River near
Corning, stopped at Hoxie for the PFrirco crossing and to unload mail amd they
stopped at Newport to unload mail and tae a tark of water. They stopped once
more at Higginson and took a half taic of watecr and arrived at Little Rock Just
two minutes late running the 180 miles in gust three hours and fifteen mimites
incInding what must have besn rearly fifteen mimutes of standing time. Con-
sidering the condltion of the track prevalling in those halcyon daye this was
nothing short of a miracls. iMike, aithough blessed with great imagination and
an artful story-teller, mever mentioned this run in his storles leaving it up
to the dispatchers and traimmen to tell all who would listens

Time consumed in unloading mail and express again put No. 7 late out of ILittle
Rock, in this instance 15 minutes beshind but Engineer Ed Fitzgerald and his
pet, the 7528, made this up and rassed Hope, 115 miles to the s uthwest on
time. Ooing around the curce and down the hill into Fulton, Bd's fireman, a
tall raw-boned fellow named Dick Younta, saw smoke from a locdl freight stand-
ing in the siding,s [dk was a good fireman bul rather exeitable, he thought
the local was on themain track and yelling at Ed, ran right out of the gangway
while the train was running a good L0 miles per hdur., Fltzperald was sure he
wags kllled and stopped to back up and gather up the remains. They met Younts
running down the track, yelling for them tc wait for him. He had landed on his
shoulders in a soft cinder £111 and while his face and head was cut and bleeding
he pot on the engine and fired the remaining 19 milss into Texarkana where they
arrived 10 minu es late. The T&P went .0 work and made this up but the Katy
matched the performance and it was 5till a tie. Younts resigned shortly after-
wards and went to work as engineer in s sawmill, the second fireman to renounce

his job on No« 7o

On January 26, the third trip of lios 7, Bngineer Christopher with tha 6521 left
Ste Louis on time and came to the foot of Gads Hill on schedule. Again fate
intervened, this time it was a southward freight train broken in two halfway
up the north side of the hill. Fifth mimtes were lost and Christopher could
only pick up five arriving in Boplsr Huff at 73100 AM, forty—-five mimutes off
the advertised, Here Homard and the 7913 again took over but the pesgky slow
order along the Black River kepd him from making any time and he left Hoxie,
120 miles north of ILittle Rock sgtill forty-two mimtes late. From thers to
Little Rock the nervy Homard showed his mettle running the 120 miles in exactly
120 minutes which included a stop at Newport to take a tark of water arnd unload
mall and at Higginson to take a half tank of water which was dll be needed %0

come in,

-b.
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THE FAST MAIL~CORTINUZID

This was no mean feat and would be congidered grod running a half-century

later. Coming down McAlmont Hill south of Jacksonville at stxty-five miles

per hour a farmer with a team of unhitched horses drapging their double-trees
drove onto the track at a road crossing squarely in front of the on coming
train, This on straight track, in broad open daylight anmd in splte of repeat-
ed whistly signais. The gngine hit tue horses and threw them over by the right
of way fence Jerking the reins out of the farmers hands and leaving him standing
by the track. Homard did not stop, there was no use, the horses were killed but
the mab was un=injured, at least bodily.

Faster work in handling the mail and express at Liltle Rock enablad Stave Mullen
to get outof town Just twelve minutes late., Steve and the 751k had this made up
before passing OQurdon and went into Texarkana at 1355 P.M., right on time. The
T&P managed to put tiw train into Fort Worth five minutes ahead of tims while
the Katy went in right on time alsc.

The fourth trip, Jamiary 27, seemad doomed almost from the start. Enginser
Willigm Brennan lefi St. Louis Union Statlon on time, Just after mssing

Tower Grove and about one-half mile from where the 652L blew out the wgshout
plug, brennan's handsome FPacific, the o,l0, was derallsd and partly overturnsd,
blocking the main line, Our old iriena Johnmy Kabbit them became tne here of the
agy and vhe legend or the [ron rountain. Junnny was a ssnior tfreight engineer
and doing extra passenger running andhe and his firema , Jos Reid, had been
called for a freight traln for 2130 A.Me They ware quickly removed fram this
run and boarded the 7505 at the roundhouse. A switch enpine then drug No. 7's
train, nons of which was deralled, back to the Union Station. Here the 7505
was ®upled on, the air tested, and Rabbit lsf{ oms hour and thirty-five mimites
late moving down the old original Iron Mountain tracks through the Lagperance
Street Yard and out onto themain line at Carondelet,

The conductor on Nos 7 that moridlng was the vencrable Polk Elikins and keeplng
hlm companyw as the traimaster, J. T. Nedwideck. Béth became awars that Rabbit
was really getting Jdown to buslness along the bluffs below Jefferen Barracks., It
wag a bright moonlipght night and the large whits mariter boards on every fifth
telegraph pole were plainly visible. They both claimed that just north of River-
slde Rabbit mads a mile and a half in just Sk s:conds¥ If so, this was a cool
100 miles per hour. iHot only an amaxing buil positively dangerous speed for the
track that would in sinucus curves on a narrow bench carved out of the foot of
precipitous rodk bluffs with the muddy Mississippl lapping at the enbarkment
forty feet below. ledwideck got off at Do Soto vowing he had had enough, It
is also sald that ome of the mail c¢lerks unleaded at DsSoto vowing hie had had
enoughs It 15 also sald that wibt:r unloading he iendered his resignation on

the gpot, he wasn't a devotee of high gpeeds Be ihat as it may, Rabbit made

up an incredulous one hour on the scheduls and came into Poplar Bluff just
thirty-five minmites late. Here Mike Cronin and Jack Griffith were waitlng

with the 7519, It was no problan for them to make up the remalning thirty-

five mimites and the s rolled into little lock right on the monsy. Unloading
and handling and handling mail and express again congumed fifteen minutes and
Ed Fidzgerald and his 7528 laft twelvo minites la te but ran this off easily
before passing Arkadelphia and went into Texarkana on time. The T&P made

Fort Worth on time, the Katy did likewise and the score still stood evens

. -5
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THE FAST MAIL = QONTINUED

Arter the second humiliating fissco on Gads Hill the Missouri Divisiom arranged
the running of their freight trains so none of them would be in the vicimity when
Noe 7 was due. The remaining eleven tripes were made without serious delays and
the minor ones easily overcome. Dased on the gplendid performance of Homard and
Crornin the schedules on the Arkansas Divison wers shortemsd seversal times, Thres
new timetables were issued on three succeeding Sundays. Unfortunately, the story
of the Missourt, Kansas and Texas performance is not available and cannot be given.
It is not known at this far remove the points upen which the contest was declded.
ouffice to zay the Xron Mountd b~Texas & Pacific were awurded the mail contract
after the fiftecenth trip on February 7th and kept it for over sixty yesars. Train
No. 7 operated on practically the same schedule for this entire periode In addi-
tion to the R.P.U, cars there were several storape mall cars as well as numerous
bulk express cars nplus coaches, a diner and Pullmans. In later years No. 7 was
given the name "The Southerrer® bul the carlier timetables, both public and onera-
ting, notified everyorne that this was the "Government Fast Mail" and intimated
that it was not to be dealt ywith lightly.

A word about the fine locomotiwes involved - all products of the Hrooks Locomo-
tive Works at Durkirk, New Yori. The old Iron Mountain and the affiliated
Missouri Pacific went in heavy for Brocks power and in later years stayed with
the dmerican Lommotive Comjany which absorbed Brooks. The 750u's were c¢lassic
Ten~wheelers with 19 x 26 inch cylinders, 69 inch dribers, 200 lbs. hoiler pressure
and weighed 145,000 lbse Zngines 7501 = 7508 were built in 1901 as Missouri
Pacific 1101 - 1108 and renumbered in December 1905. Engines 7509 - 751lh were
built in 1902 as Missouri Pacifiec 1109-111) and likewise renumbercd in Dascember
1905. Engines 7515 « 7529 were built as St. louls, Iron Mountain & Southern
Nose 1601 -~ 1615 in 1902 and were also renumbered in Decumber 1905 at which
time all Misssuri Facific and Iron Mountain locomotives were remumbered into a
® mmon seriss. The 6500'swere the first examplee of the Pacific type locomotive
to be constructed for an American railtoasd amd most authorities credit ths type
ngme to their uss on the Mise uri Pacifice They were eguipped with 20 x 26
inch ¢ linders, 69 inch drivers and operated at 200 lbs. pressure, weighing
185,000 lbs., The first built, in 190¢. weres Missouri Pacifie Nos. 1115 - 1119
reumbered in 1,05 to 6501 - 6505 and tae Iron Mountal n Nos. 1616 - 1620 later
the 6510 - 651L. In 1903 theMissouri Facific receibed the 1120 - 1123, later
the 6506 = 6509 while the Eron Mounlain placed in service tha 1621 - 1627,
later the 6516 - 6521, The actual ownerchip meant little and the locomotives
were used wherever nccded over the combined Gould gystems, Both serieswere
graceful, clean lined locomotives. The 0506's lasted right up to dieselization

serving over a hilf century.

Now let us review for a moment that blabbfig 100 miles per hour trip on a
careening ter~wheeler down the shores of the Great River. Mr. Anderson talked
at length wiin the Fireman Joe Heid., In his later years dJoe ran an engirp out
of McOehee, Arkansas on thelittie linck and Louisiana Divisions. He told Andy
he had no troubls keeping the engine hot ard all he could rewember of ihs irip
ont Nos 7 was that it was Just a rough ride, "I knew by the rocking and swaying
of the engined we were making fast time and hitting those curves like going

around street cormers but had no idea what our spesd was...'". HalGAlbreath

wbm
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THE FAST MAIL - COnTINUsD

who later became traimmaster and superintendent on the Iron Hountaln, was the
digpatcher on duty at Ds Sofo thut moning, Hs compared Nedwideck's tigures
with the 0§ on histrain sheet pasging Sulphur Springs and Riverside and said
there was no doubt thal almost all of the three and one-half miles between the
two stations were made at 100 mlles per hour,

I am sure they made a fabulous trip ~ far, far faster than the usual speed or
even reasonably safe speed bul st this late date I am inclimed % doubt that
they actually made 160 miles per hour with this tenewhesler with only sixty-
nire inch drivers. However, much more has been clalmad and accepted for =
similer L=6~0 with seventb~tw irch dribers wiich on the old Flant System

was alleged to have made ore hundred twenty miles per hour just short years
before. We must agree to tiis though - those old-time runners were a couragetus
dedicated and withall reckless breed of men, a credit to thelr railroad and pro~
fesagions Truly ro¢ resentative of the ara of '"wocden cars and iron men".

WIHIS KND»

P.S. Along with this fine article wouldn't it have buen interesting if we
could have had the experiences, locomotives used, time s 8tc, of the
Katy crews who were in the race for the U.S. mail., (Bditor)

PAH SR SR

The ARRANLAS RAILRUAD CLUB i& a non-profit orpamization that meets the second
Sunday of each month In the Misscuri Pacific Otfice Building, 1000 West Lth St
North little Rock, Arke For information write P. O, Box 5584, Little Hock,Ark.

72205,

b SRR R R

Before this letter poes 30 our nrinler have time io pet in a few words about the
SENTIMENTAL JOUINEY=-SOUTHHRN RY. Steam Kxcursion, Memphis to Corinth on Mgy 1st.
No. 4501 and hesvy welpht consist departed Bantyn Station, Memphis, on time at
8:00 AM, Due tu itwo meets and taking water at Grand Junction train arrived a
little T te at Corinth; 1:00 PM. Turmlng tock longer than usual and departure
fom Corinth was aprroximately 3830 FMe The usual run-by was obsurved on the
going trip but was dispensed wiih on the return dus fo late® departure from
Corinth., Train arrived Buntyn at ap;roxim:iely 6:h0 FH, The trip was super
dsluxe is the way to describe 1ts The smunds of that whistle and sxhaust on
the 4501 is just "Sweet Music¥ 10 a rail fan's ears. Hveryone enjoyed it and
SENTIMINTAL JOUHNEY and SOUTHERK RAIM AY deserve nothineg but pralse for a very

wonderful trip. We hope it runs again inl977.
Ft Ferr e S




