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THE EAST CAMDEN & HIGHLAND RAILROAD
BY
JIM WILSON

Recently, I was asked by the editor

of X 22005 to drep by Camden and

take picttres eof the ECLXH engines and g
get builders dates & numbers for him,
When I did, I was intrigued by the
eperation which is pure shert-line
railreading.

In case you are unfamiliar with it,
the East Camden & Highland Railread
Cempany is a subsidiary of Highland
Reseurces, Inc. of Heusten, Texas,
They were certificated as a cemmon
carrisr en August 21, 1972,

They operate appreximately 55 miles ef
trackage with about 18 miles classed
as Main lLine, This railrcad is

»ocated on property that was formerly EC&H # 68
the Shumaker Naval Ordnance Depet, -_—
located 10 miles northeast ef Camden,

Seme 25 industries are lecated with-
in the park smploying seme 3,500
people. The 8tate of Arkansas
has three institutiehs within the park,
the Pelice Trianing Academy, State
Fire Training School and the Southe
west Technical Institute,

EQ&H operates three locemotives., Ne.
60, was formerly Pittsburgh & Lake
Erie #8746 Puilt by Electrometive
Division at La Grange in March 1949.
It is an NW 2 BRldrs N® 7424, No
él was formerly Chicage and Nerth-
Western 31 built by the same company
in June of 1945 also an NW 2 BEldr.
ECLH WO 61 No E 1192-2.

These two vary attractive engines
are painted blue upper, green
lower and white canter stripe.

. Black trucks & underbedy. The

i company has just contracted fsr the
purchase of anether similar engine
frem the Precision National GCerp.
of Mt.Vernon, Ill who completely
rebuilt these two engines prior te
delivery in April & June 1972
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The other locomotive is a small 45 Ten .,
engine used in one ef the industrial -

sites and leased to the park., It is
referred to as #Szithough the number
does net actually appear on it, It
is a center cab unit, built by GE in
December 1942 anw-was inherited from
the Navy. It was alsc completely
rebuilt,

Presently, the EC&H handles approximately
775 loads per month ani employs 28

people full time., They eperate each
switch crew with an engineer, conductor
and brakeman. Zach locomotive is
equipped with a radio and each conducter
carries a hand radie. They have a

base radio in the general offices and

all vehivles are radio equipped. EC&H

The employees are very friendly and the Superintendent, Mr. John Wagnen said
that Zans were welcome to come anytime, They like publicity. Mest pictures
can be made from roads parralleling the tracks but if you want to go in the
shop or on the property see Mr., Wagnen.

Operations are Menday through Friday, lst & 2nd Shifts and Tuesday threugh
Saturday lst shift, The office and shop are near the West entrance just
south of the Police Training Accademy.

The picture en the left is ef

an engine operated by Arkansas
Railway Supply Cempany alse located
in the East Camden Industrial Park,
ARSCOX #1601 Built by GE in
September 1943 B/N 18023 color
yellow,
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FAIR'LAIL FATR LANE

Sonetine,in the inmediate fubure, perhap$ by the time of this prlnr1n=
the Fair Lane, Cotton Delt's business car and the last piece of
passenier equipnent 1etuered for the St. Louls Southwestern will
leave it's home base in Pine Bluff for it's new hore, Reports have'
it that the car ' #ill nove on it's own wheels to Muskopree, Oklahora
thence to Tallequah, Oklahoma by some other node of transportation.
There it will be placed in an Indian Museun operated by the Cherokee
National Historical Society.

According to Cotton Belt sources, the Fair Lane was built by the .
Pulliman Corpany in 1922 for Mr. Henry Ford. The car was appropriately
nainec the Fair Lane; the same dame as Mr. Ford's Lstate in Michiran,
and was on exhibit au the Ford Museum at Dearborn, lMich at the tine

it was purchased by~ the Cotton 3elt in November, 1942,

When this car was built for Mr., Ford, it was one of the nost expensive
and heavily constructed business cars in use throushout the United
States. The orisinal cost of the Fair Lane was %153 200, and it was
purchased by the Cotton Belt for $35,030.

Since the Fair Lane cape into the possession of the Cotton 3elt, some

of the improvenents include a completely regurbished interiom. The
interior was finished in inlaid walnut, air contitioning equiprant

was installed, the kitchen was nodernized, hydra-cushion draft gear

to absorb shock or slack action while ro inp on freipght trains installed
a gtreanline "turtleback! roof, and many other minor chanres.

The car is of steel construction, (2 fest im length, and weighs sli; htly
over 202,000 pounds. Desides the observation roog, it is equipped with
three pr1va+e bedrooms, a office waieh has an upper berth, a full bath
opening from the hallway, two hal: baths in the two larger bedroons, a
dining room, kitchen and qugriers for the chef and porter and carpet in all
areas excludins the ldtchen area.

Since the car was used to trovel all points of the railroad, it is a

self-contained unit, huving its own air conditionins unit, a' separate
generator for lights and other electric facilities, runnins water and
its own cooking and heating facilities,

The standard steai: heating systen alsc has a propane fired water

heater for use when bLe:n;; handled in freight trains or standby service
where stean is not available for heatins cars. Thewcar is equipped
with ppopane fired cocwin; range and a charcoal hroiler., In addition,
generator -ard air COPdltlonln; equlpnent COnSlSuS of one 15.KW, 32 volt,
D, C. Waukesha Enyinator and a 71 Ton Waukesha cooling unit, both units
using propane fuel. TFuel service cabinets hold four 100--pound capacity
tanks of propane which are connected to a minifold and an extra fuel
cabinst contains foru additional 100 pound capacity taonks of propane.




ARKANSAS RAILROADUR  MAY, 1973

Other equipment inciudes Westingfhouse Air Brake Company's air brakes
with wniversal type U-12-3D brake valve, Trucks are equbpped with
clasp brakes and Tirlen roller bearings, Dcnestic water tank, pressure
type, is filled from left side of car on outside. Car is equipped with ice
box for refrigerat:.on of foeds., The boxes arec iced from vestihule at
the kitchen end. I addition, at various terminals on the Cotton Belt,
car is #quipped for telephone service available by pluring in cord
froo business car to a recepticle., 4another nodern feature is the use
of radio which perriits comrmnication betwsen rear end and head end

of trains and train to wayside stations along the railroad while car
is in movement,

HAY METING: The nert repulardy scheduled meeting will be Sunday,
May 13, 1973 at 2 . p.i. Propram will be the films, "ilast of the
Giants" and "Tracl - »f the Iron Horse" furnished by the Union Pacific
Railrosd.

Due to the sale of the Missouri Pacific Union Terminal, the May meeting
will be held at the Parish Hall of Good Shepherd Lipiscopal. Church,

292h vare St., Lictle Ronk, To reach this location, turn west off
University Ave. on 3dnd St. Directly in front of U of A L.R. Ware

St. is 7 blocks on ~ight. Parish House is located on Southwest

corner of 29th & Tiare, There is a parking lot direftly behind.

The included dia;zam is for clarity.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DHEBK: T

At the Muy rnieeting, plors will we made for the club's annual picnick at
Scott. Hopefully, the Zco tt & Bearskin Lake Railroad will be ready for
sore type of operation .- ®lien. Anyone interested in furthering this
project is welcone at 8cot even those who only feel like swinging a
paint brush,

I still nave a fow sets of Southern Railway employees tine tables., I will
exchange these for a 50¢ each donation to the club treasury. The set con-
sists of 1969 series for Carolina, Atla~ta Terminal, Alabara, Zastern,
Crescent and Piedmont divisions. 4as an added bonus, I will include a MoP
Tuployees timetable for Eastern District #1 June 2, 1968 which contains
Chica;o, Illinois, drkansas, Louisiana, Little Rock, Terminal, St. Louis
Terninal znd M&I Railrcad. This was the first timetable to contein the
CAET Railroada

UNION SFATION: Construction of a "railrond themef restaurant in MoPac
Union Station has-been announced by FPorrest R. Jones. The restaurant
will occupy approxinately 7,100 sq. ft. of space in the old bagpape room
and in three box cars and a caboose that will be located alonyg side.

The caboose will serve as a lounge,

Merber Harl Saunders is serving as consultant in the decorations, One feature
will be a working nodel train operating on & track in the restaurant. Murals
will show the three railroad stations that operated at Little Rock as well as
scenes of the five rajcor railroads and the short-line roads that operate

and have operated in the state, Opening is scheduled about July lst.

SC0TT & OEARSKIN LAKE R.R. Late reports indicate that Georgia-Northern
coach #115 has comienced it's journey from Hilliard Florida to Scott.
HopeTully it will arrive prior to our spring outing.

HIGH WATER: Excessive r:ins an rising rivers caused sore inconvenience

to railroads opersting through Arkansas. Frisco, unable to use their

St. Louis to Memphis trackare, rerouted via Springfield, Mo., thence via
Hoxde. MP routed White River Division trains out of Kansas City arourld

by Coffeyville, Kansas thence through Little foek. Cotton Belt's Hlytheville
Granch was terporarily closed. Rock Island experienced a washout in the

St. Francis River area near Madison, Ark.

Arkansas Railroader is published monthly by The Arkansas Railroad Club,
a non~profit organization. For information, write Box 5584, Littls Rock,
Arkansas 72205
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At the May neeting, plurs will e made for the club's annual picmick at
Scott. Hopefully, the Zo %t & SBearskin Loke Railroad will he ready for
sorie type of operation .- %lien. anyone interested in furthering this
project is welcone at 8ucct even those who only feel like swinmins a
paint brush.

I still nave a fuw sets of Southern Railway employees tine tables, I will
exchange these for a 50¢ each donation to the club treasury. The set con-
sists of 1969 series for Carolina, atla-ta Terminal, Alabarma, Jastern,
Crescent and Piedmont divisions., 4s an added bonus, I will include a MoP
Znployees timetable for Eastern District #1 June 2, 1968 which contains
Chicago, Illinois, Arkansas, Louisiana, Little Rock, Terminal, St. Louis
Terminal and M&I Railroad. This was the first timetable to contain the
CZEI Railroad,

UNION SFATYON: Construction of a "railroad themef restaurant in MoPac
Union Station has-bcen announced by Forrest R. Jones. ©Yhe restaurant
will occupy approxinately 7,100 sq, ft. of space in the old bagrare room
and in three box cars and a caboose that will be located alonr side,

The caboose will serve as a lounge.

Menber Harl Saunders is serving as consultant in the decorations, One featurs
will be a workdnp nodel train operating on a track in the restaurant. Murals
will show the three railroad stations that operated at Little Rock as well as
scenes of the five major railroads and the short-line roads that operate

and have operated in the state, Opening is scheduled about July lst.

SCOTT & Z0ARSKTM LaKW R.H. Late reports indicate that Georgia-Northern
coach #115 has comienced it's journey from dilliard Florida to Scott.
HopeTully it will arrive prior to our sprins; outing.

HIGH WATER: Ixcessive r:iins an rising rivers caused sore inconvenience

to railreads operating through Arkansas. Frisco, unable to use their

St. Louis to Memphis trackage, rerouted via Springfield, Mo., thence via
Hoxie. MP routed White River Division trains out of Kansas City aroudd

by Coffeyville, Kansas thence throuph Little Roek, Cotton Delt's Blytheville
Sranch was terporarily closed. Rock Island experienced a washout in the

St. Francis River area near Madison, Ark.

Arkansas Railroader is published monthly by The Arkansas Railrcad Club,
a non-profit organization. For information, write Box 5584, Littl: Rock,
Arkansas 72205



