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UTTLE ROCK CHAPTER
MATIONAL RALWAY HISTORICAL SOCHTY

The Arkansas: Railroad Club 1s a non~profit organization., We meet on ;
the 2nd Sunday of each month (except December) at the Missouri Pacific

Bullding in North Little Rock, at 2 pm, Everybody is welcomel - 25¢
Volume 13 Number 3 Kenneth R Combs, Kenneth W Ziegenbein,
6 March 1982 Editor Assocliate Editor

Newsletter Address- 905 Valerie Drive,North Little Rock,AR 72118
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Program fTor March
The March meeting will have the showing of the winning slides from the
1982 Arkansas Railroad Slide contes$, and then a slide show by Ken Combs,
consisting of Rallroad action near and far, The meeting will be held at
the usual location, the MOPAC building in North Little Rock (1000 West
kth) at 2pm on 14 March, 1982, Sounds like a good showl!
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] Membership Cards
If you paild your membership dues for 1982 by the time of the February
meeting, you should have recieved your 1982 membership card by now, If
you have not yet paid your 1982 dues, you should have recileved a states
ment, Those who have not yet pald should send a check to C, R, Byrd,
12 Flintwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72207, Additional membership cards
will be mailled out in mid-March, mid-April, and mid-May, If we have not
recieved your dues by that time, we will be forced to discontinue the
Arkansas Rallrcader and other membership services, If any of the . =~
information on your card is wrong, or there is any problem with memberw=
ship records please write- George R Holt, P.0,Box 1692, Pine Bluff,AR
71613, By the way, the dues for this year are 19,00 for NRHS and chapter
dues; $10,00 for chapter dues only; and $7,.50 for out of state assoc-
late members, '
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| seseses drum roll, pleaSQ......
and now, the WINNERS of the 1982 Arkansas Rallroad Club
Slide Contestl!ll

ist place~ Steam D,G.Henderson SP 4-8-4 4449 310 points

ist place= Diesel D,G,Henderson 5 ATSF dlesels 309 points

ist place~ Electric Ken Combs Amtrak E60 290 polints

1st place~ Non=locomotive Bill Baily Little Rock Station 311 points
1st place= Special Effects Ken Combs Amtrak Inter American 296 points
1st place- Unlimited Ken Ziegenbilen AMTK 22 at night 311 points

Jrd place~ Best of Show Bill Pollard Private car Cynthia 314 points
2nd place= Best of Show Bill Pollard F&P S-1 and roses 318 points

1st place- Best of Show D, Pennington T&P 610 at MP 301 326 points

In the Electric and Special Effects catigorys, I was the only one to

enter so I'm not going to accept any prizes, We had 7 people enter

slides and 20 geoPIe Jud 1ng. My thanks to all who entered, KRC
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Sante Fe not to take over RI sunbelt line

The AT&SF Rallway Co, has notified the Arkansas and Oklahoma state gove

ernments that they are no longer interested in taking over the Rock

Island Amarillo, Tex- Memphis Tenn, line due to the present econcomic

comdition of the country. The line would have been rehabilitated with help

from Ark, Tex, and Ok state govermments,
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Burlington Northren to close Depots
3 ex SLSF depots in northwestren Arkansas may be shut down in a move to
suve money by the Burlington Northren Hallroad, The stations threatened
by closure are Rogers,Bentonville, and Fayetteville and operations will
be taken up by the Springdale Depot. This move 1s pending approval from
the Arkansss Public Service Commision, Local officlals view these moves
with disaproval, saying that service will deteriate, The agents working
ouE of these depots will be replaced by a telephone system.
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Missouri Paciflic news
The 1line between Jonesboro and McGehee will see an increase in traffic
due to Mopac's lncrease in business, Frequency of tralns will go from
1 train daily to about 6 trains a day. The line 1s belng upgraded to
reflect the change., The line from Pine Bluff to McGehee 1s recleving
welded rail, The ralilroad has recieved thier latest batch of new power,
B30-7a's 4B00-4854 ,MP=15DC's 1355-1375, and GP15=1's 1665-1714, one of
the few roads to recleve new power this year, The last of the GP7's and
GP9's were traded in for these units, The unrebuilt GP35's are stored
at North Little Rock and other locations and may be gone soon as this
model 1s in disfavor amongst motive power departments as a high main-
tenance locomotive.,

NARP Conventlon coming

The National Assoclate of Hallroad Passengers Hegion 9 convention will be
held on April 2-4, 1982 in St, Louls,Mo. Planned events include a tour of
the National Museum of Transport and a Banguet, For more information con=-
tact Bill Pollard at the meeting or write-

Thomas H Schramel, Convention Chairman

Eastren Mlssourl Assoclestion of Railroad Passengers

PO Box 832

St. Charles, Mo, 63302
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Amtrak has recleved 15 of it's new Amfleet II coaches and one of the new
Amlounge's, The rest of this equipment may be a while getting in service
because of a strike at Wabco holding up delivery of braking systems.
These cars have larger windows than the original Amfleet equipment and
have only one vestibule, The cars delivered are running with Heratige
equipment on 3 sections of the Silver Star between New York and Florida,
This leaves the 4th section of Silver Star equipment having the honor of
being the last long distance train on Amtrak with steam heat, New Orleans
has a number of unrebullt equipment,including dome cars and cars still
lettered Southren and a few P30CH and E9 locomotives stored/retired,
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World's Falr Steam Update

I've heard that Burlington 2-8-2 B960 will beat the World's Fair at Knox-
ville, It 1s unknown welther she will be running or just on statlc dis=-

lay,
?(?{(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((()(((((((((((((((({(((((

Amongst The Members
Kalmbach Books will be releasing a new book entitled DIESEL LOCOMOTIVE
ROSTERS written by member Charles W McDonald- it should be at the hobby
shops by the end of the month, It is a reference work containing the
locomotive rosters of all the Class 1 rallroads in the US,Canada and
Mexico, It will priced in the $7 range (more next pagei
RATLROAD TRANSFER CAR FERRY USED BY COTTON EELT
IN EARLY 1900's. NOTE_LOUO OVER NAME
CREDIT COTTON EELT NEWS

The CHARLES MERRIAM, a ten-cor railrood transfer boot used to ferry Cotton Belt trains

across the Mississi River between Groy's Point, Mo, and Thebes, Il It freque

hauled as many as E%'O cors a day, Whaen the Thebes bridg leted ;1?
; ¢ i I
it threw the Merriam out of work. FENIRUS R CE ORI A 15

(Furnisked By Bill Merck)



Amongst The Members (cont)

Just got word from Gene Hull that th

e University of Oklahoma Press

Eggiczozhgtgzgg 2;g§c§§O§TL§gE gAI%ROiDS OF ARKANSASis out of print?agzne
T ] n e North

we ot o R i ittle Rock Times on the MOPAC wreck

We're golng to los
editor, Yup, I got orders, to Omaha, Neb,g ooc JnoLher nawalalter
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The club will have an area in the Cotton Belt depot for this festival, We

will be showing slides, sell
lections on display. ‘ ing items, and have items from member's col-

The days w
More detalld iaker. y e have are the 23rd and the 24th of April,

From the collection of Kenneth R Combs
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SOMETHING
NEW IN
THE
PICTURE

P —— . ! The "Bewt Friend of Charleston " wai the firit
i locamivtore entirely built i this country— for
the Sauth Caroling Railroad, now part of
the Southern Rallway System.
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Diily snovement of a staggenng guaniity of

OUT of every war has grown a new era in transpor-

il from New Owleans to the lantern Stater . . . .
slienl 1 war jovof the Southern Rastnay.  tation. This one is no exception. The pattern of that
The Southern assigns ite fleet af General

Motars Dicsel freight lovometives astbe by new era had been set, even before this war, by the
mative poser to expedite this importamt flow,

General Motors Diesel Locomotive. And its Leader-

ship in the Peace to come is forecast in the way this
o Mg

locomotive is today meeting the challenges of war.

GM

GENERAL MOTORS

DIESEL
POWER |

LOCOMOTIVES.......con0mmsesnannss FLECTRO.MOTIVE DIVISION, La Gresge, M.

Ihere =il be rovicthing new in the feormt
arid incdwierial pictwres too. For there will ke

oMl Yocrels rendy to sorve wherever America ENGINES. .50 o 2000 H.F., L CLEVELAND DIESEL ENGINE DIVISION, Clevefand, Ohla

nerds pumer,

EMGINES.....IS 0% 250 HP...... DETROIT DIESEL ENGINE DIVISION, Dutreit, Mich.

6100 is the former EMD demomstrator 103, and this dlesel is preserved
at the National Museum of Transport in St, Louls, Mo,



From the collection of Kenneth R Combs

‘What life is like on a troop train...

speeding over the Water Level Route

This 1% "M:I.i.l"l 1007, .. ilitllfiﬁcl.T o
New York Central arders only by
its code number. Speeding rowar Jd
a secret destination, it's one of the
vast lleet of trains thar now move
2,000,000 rroops a moath over the
rails of America. Picrure the thou-
sands of Pullmans and coaches this

FIELD KITCHEN. Mecs: Scigeant setn
up kitchen in bajgoge cir to serve Yord
troop caes, That's whit many baugage
curs are duiwg. Sulplessw srawed Hight!

y MESS CALN. Mus v it their wears, On
W teaing they Gle up w Kirchen o
be served; on others, food i browght
o them, Moals are tigm . . o O reasing

task requis You'll see then why somr Wik 2. g dines are ationed.
v e (=™ o 4

car space for civilian travel is L

red | ., why Americans anc utped FIRST AID, Army Surgeon installs

1o muke only cssential trips. "Muin T held | hoaparal”™ in o wahe

rousm, His prompt care fur minog

100" muit bave the f"..l,"'-" of wway! ills keeps our fighurs fit,

y
GH.O. ON WHEELS. From lis - L ;
drawine room Temlgquartes,” Toan 4
Commander voders all denals of tios
travedi ng Army. camps, . . of which bhe
aloiie knws the destinatiaa,

RAILROAD LIAISON, MNew York
Central " Train Eior™ gocs aloog 1w
and Peatn Crnpnander with (lamspor-
figion, cxtpn suppliga,  mail, special
stopn and oelicr manrs,

PREPARING FOR TAPS. A timw sox
by ‘Train Communder (larer il
camp ) Potter makes up berthy | . . s
catefully a8 he wouhl for the st
gencrouy | Pulliman | pessigi

YV MAIL Men write many lewers hops
ink r amwen Mo guard | seirecy,
fine may be mailed oncepe dhough
the Teain Escurt ar paints desigoaied
by the Train Commander.

39 MEN TO A CAR. Two men slecp
i howwr- hwrgh, ooe in upper, Fvenowo,
proop muwwves new une Tall e Pull-
mans, @ thisd o the couches | | one
sl o) s may Bod sphve hand w e

' b . SEEING AMERICA. Tronps spund
M y A muth time ar windows. Averuging =ix
maves duning tuning, they soe the
Hudain River and Greut Lilies this
L . . . pethaps Californis pesr.

New York Central % ost wan

BONDS
ONE OF AMERICA'S RAILROADS—ALL UNITED FOR VICTORY

No. 54, built by Rogers Locomative Works in 1903, was scrapped in 1932,
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INTERESTING OLD TIMER ON THE COTTON BELT
LOCATION UNKNOWN

CREDIT COTTON BELT NEWS
Furnished by Bi1l]l Merck




MOHE AND MORE MEMORIES.

Mizsouri Pacific Fumberd 219 (and 220). By Eakles Hille.
After reading the geries of articles in the ARKANSAS RAILROADER by Misters
Bennett and Adams, let me "drift back in memory” not "to the Saint Louis ter—
minal," but to an experience I had on Number 219 some "forty years age." Both
of these good writers gave us a pilcturesque and true deacription of the two
trains, they were deluxe speedsters and certainly could stir up the ballast
and dirt when given the opportunity. Deluxe — yes, speedsters — not when
standing still.For did they stir up the ballast and dirt when standing still.
You ask why they would stand sti117? Sometimes steam. Yea, STEAM. That invie-
ible elusive vapor that is supposed to make a steam engine cperate. It is so
inviasible sometimes that you car not find it on the gauge.
Or the morning of July 22, 1943 Number 219 with engire 6619 preudly pulled
out of Union Station, Memphis, Tennessee for it's usual fast run, with six
regular and five corditional stops to be made in the next 4 hours and 40 min-
utes before it backed into the station at Hot Springs, Ark. If that schedule
waag not tight enough there were eleven permanent speed restrictions between
Berton and the "City of Vapors". The management helped out also by having
the crews take fuel-oil at Wynne. That fuel-oil at Wynne is what upset the
apple cart on this Thursday morning. It was coldl No, not the weather, the oil.
I had taken a freight trair into Sargent Yard (Memphia) early in the morning
and had been relieved to deadhead back to North Little Rock on No. 219,
After some "Ham and —=" I got into one of "Mike's" deluxe chair car seats at
the old Union Station juat before train time, interding to catch up om ny
rest. During the war years railroad men, especially extra men, had to get
their rest when they ocould because they were orly off duty 8 to 12 hours, and
deadheading did not count as working. My sleep was spasmodioc. Waking up te
aee where we were, dozing again. They atayed at New Augusta quite awhile,
but I just thought they were waiting for the AUGUSTA RAILROAD connection.
When the conductor came through the front door of the coach many of the pas=
sengers wanted to know what the delay was. Why are we starding here so long?
¥hen will we move? His only answer "I don't know. We have a dead engine." I,
too, asked him what he meant by "dead engine". His reply to me was that there
was no steam on the engine, and that there was another cne coming from Bald
Knob. Gloves in hand I took off for the head end to help if possidle.
The big Pacific looked so helpless juat atanding there panting. Something
like a noble race horse that had been neglected and underfed. Engineer W, T.

(Tom) Spain was about 100 yards down the track looking along the right—of-way

while V. M. Hedgecock, the fireman was in the ocab. I got up there with him to



find out first kand what was the trouble. While we were talking, a man in a
business suit joined us and intreduced bhimself as an ICC irapecter. About that
time Tom came back and he and the ICC man checked the lecomotive for ALYy steéam i
leaks. They found none. Vaughn ard I bad been bugy looking at the crown-sheet, . '
fire-brick, burner and for carbon. Everything was fine except the fuel-oil WRS
cold. Seo, we started gotting that hot. . {
Vaughn told me that after leaving Wynne ard not being able to keep 200 pourds |
of steam, things wert from bad to worse. Kr. Spain was a very nervous man ard
Hedgecock orly having worked about two years could not cope with the situation.
Nervousness has no place on a locomotive, or on the railroad, fer that matter,
Although it was mid-July, this oil was cold, that is toc cold to do any kind
of job firing. With the failing steam pressure, the crew turned on both tack
heaters, the engine heater and the Atomizer, All these cost them more than 1t
helped.

While all thia amotivity waa going on arourd New Augusta, the Arkansas and Mem—
phis Division dispatchers were planting our rescue. No, 93, the Newport teo
North Little Rock local was at Bald XKuob, so they were given instructions to
back to New Augusta ard double-head No. 219 to Little Rock. Ever after we were
ready to move we had to wait for them, T say “we" because I had already asked
Mr. Spain if I might kelp,

With the 5527, an Atlantic type coal burner, in the lead No. 219 departed New
Auguata something over an hour late., In the mile and a half from the station

to the White River Bridge we blew the boiler down real good, After the commu-
ioation signal whistle beeped twice, Tom started pushing that Atlantic and I
put the sand through the fluea. With the Elesco feedwater heater working I

Also "double gunned" the left injector just to test the heating. Under this
strain I had to brown smoke the old girl a little.

Arriving at Bald Knob the conductor asked me what I thought about the engine,

I told him that we could keep it kot ard would not need the 5527, it Mr. Spain
would let me do it. He replied that he would get me the authority from the
diaspatocher.

We had no more steam trouble into Little Rock, and might have made up some of
the lost time, but the dispatcher, not krowing how we would get along, had
turned a freight train loose ahead of us. Although receiving a meagage at
Beebe to clear up at Holland the freight delayed some from Cabot to Helland.
We arrived Union Station at Little Rock at 12120 P. M. one hour forty-three

minutes late.



