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set i-n
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tllis vrritin , thc transfer switcll rr:s l-. ett
the crossin that r.ras earlier re':o;r:rl .l ,

Pre]-i'inar;. sur.-eys r".'re l>ccn "- t. ;in:I surveys shoul_ I be in Iat,,: r':i.
week. II & lJ ]lailroa,l Contr'r.ct..lrs of Pi -e lJ-uff & hrsselvi]le w'il-,. hr, 1 :
the constnrction.

The roar' r1l.s obtainJ,' , '"n I.- ii -rinta s coe-ch jro:.. th-e railroar) :.us\ru I I L
Hi l 'r i r r,' F] ari ,lc .h ' i + shou-] '- arrlvc on lts ov,rr whecls within the n.,:t
two weeks. It is rcpr;rtr:,. ' to bc r.n 'l. t l lx-Georr ia l,lorthern with s+.ain,,'
i lass winwows ln thc c-r '-e st,or)r ys,6f .

A,AIIDOM;liffS ! Illinois Centrai- Gulf il:rilroa' has bcen
effective Ura?ch 23, to al-','.n.,1,on its operations in Helena
crossj-n . l[issouri P:r.i,lic has l:cen -iven authority to
2.:]3 irile s of line tc, be aL;oncloned in He1ena.

rante.l: autho:-i LJi
an,' its river
acquire anrl operate

if-lA.DER IIAILRoAD: Scnate ]t11 4)4 an.l c o::pir.nion House .i, LU- 5?5 lra.'e been
introduce'- in the Arkansas Le:'isnature. These bills wouJ-C a11ow the pL'chase
of the iler.'r.er A.R. by the Arkansas Parks & Tourisr Co :: rission an(l leasi-,
to the RenJer Railroad Foundation. At tbis writi.n , a check r,rith th-
State C''nitol -ives no rlisnosition of either bill.

IvitrirTINGS: Arkansas Rs.ifroaC Cl-u]: : rcets the secon L Sunc'Lay 6f e.r.ch -r,nth"
Next sch.. .Jfe.i, :.teetin . vril l '.:e 2:L)r, p.: i. SunclaJr liarch II, l- r?J :_- roo: I

3J5 l4isscuri P.rcific Union Station.

Arkansr,s li..ilro;'l,i CIub is a non profit corooretion. For furthor infon-ation,
wrr-te ;ox 55')l+, LjL'"Le Rock, arkrnsas 722C5

i'h.tCH PilO.'ilAM: John l,lartirr, Pro r::- Chairran, repc:"'s thrt lte plus
to show filis of the l{& A Railroa,i at the l{arch }ieetin .
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Her l-ast ',ays an'l yedrs on tiro lrississippi live r at H,:lena were
spent as a Li '.rlr-e, propellc,'. across the Father of l,faters to
l,lississipoi )y a Diese1 tonl,.oat. It sas a far cry froiI that
: lorious era of :Erssive siilewheelers anrl tw'in stacks bclchin'"
s:tokc as the powerful pi:Iic:-n }inker'. Arkansas to the Ill inois Ccntral.

T h e  D a l i o n n  i n  h p r  n n . i  . . ,  . . ^ c  r  r c q i r r a  r r o c a a l  ? ' l <  f a a +  1 n -  r . r i * h

a be,ii of :rore than 9,-r fect. She wcs |ruili l anr:i launchc I at D-tl)uque,
Iowa, in 1?ij2 ond went i : re.i:tely into serrrice on t,]re o1 I Vlcksr..rur ',

Shreveport, 3.nr' Pe.cific ite-ilroa I in transferrin- cars across the
M. i  s  s i i ;s ipp i  r t i . .er  a t  l , r icks.ur ' . '

The Pelican ca:.e to H:lcnr in I93:,' v,rhen il l.)ri.l e at Vicks-lur. iaile
hen  nn  I nn  e r  hc l r cqq .  . : ' .  D t r r i n -  t he  ensu in  f ou -  / r ^ ^ ' , r ac  ^n  < .  eha

has b.ien 5u11u1.;r- ],y ice r re s an'l l:i h r,rin.ls. She htrs plowe,l
throu h heavy (iriftwoo.i riurin perio.ls ol tri 'h water and ca re throu, h
it sIl with nary a sor:"tch. I{er closest touch w:ith ,lisastcr,
n r a l r . ' r l  l r r  n r ' ,  i n  l - h a  f r - a r r <  i a a  . n r  o  n f  I , r ? )  w h ^ h  l l a r r n '  i n r .  n r r q h o r l  \r r  r  rv r r  l rec !  vJ

her as1.le rnd tire river l,I3s frozen solit frorr the Arkrnsas to the
lrlississipri shores. Thosc c,'servin. thc iant l-roat noticed, she was
Iistin r-rrl tlrere wer"e e:grrcssions of conccrn. Thc ice evcntually
disappeareri. . . so {ilthe list anJ the Pelican was ridin the r.rave s
as sounal J,s ever.

For : r.n_. ye:rrs, the Ill incis C rntrrl en ine nu:,1.:er 723 v-.s ,r:si.re.-l
to the Pclicrn. The 2-iL0.- ConsoLic.'Lation acco:..paniecl her consist
on each voya,'c across the l{lssissippi, haulin" thc cars to a point
near Lul-a in li ississippi wl-rere other loco: rotive s toolt char e" She
woul(i pi-cli up tire f rei t' '- cers consi Tret to Helenl anrl ilo sr"itchin,'
in her yar,ls wit\i 'r tl,e sha,Lous of the 'iant levces. Later years
saw a DieseL svritcher perfor-;n- thc sa:ie .luties.

Loade,.l lrith c:]rs an!-l the loco: .otive, tl€ Petica"- ..1.",u 1t e; i 1'|- to
7.2 feeL of wate,.'. l i:Trty she needeci olily a,out 4* feet. Her trestl-es
on either side of tho river rodu up antl , Lown on tracks beneath the
water. tlhen the llississipni was low, the trestles stretched for
hunclreds of feet to thc point where the rooaL rr.ockerl. Thc reverse
kias true in hi'h water periocls.

Soretiie, I clo not re call- the exact ;ronth or year, iire i-rand old
rail- ferry l-ost her ;;assive superstructure. The par,lr-er^rheels on
either side were renoveC as wBr€ her en;ines ancl al,1 other
corrparLrFnts. Iler power saw by a s,rrIl, but ; orlem IIIino's
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Central towboat. Her basic faskg wer.e tlre sane. So::ehow, thou5h,
the rorrance of this rllliqre treneportatlon vessel, lras lost.

Now, wlth the abanrlor:urent orcler of the IntersLate Cofli€rce Coi.:id-ssion,
she too is ;'one, a.lon'r^,{th the lllinois 6entral, fron Arkansas.
Perhaps, thou,"h, eore solaee ean be taken in thal a ne:..ber pf her
far-riI;r sentlsue s to operate on the lnland uaterways...the far:lous
trAd;rira1n, an gxcursion steaher at St. Iouis, She anrl, the
Pelican r{ere siEter vessels, conetnrcted at the sane tj.ne in
Drhrqre.

Sic trangit ltoriq ia:ndi. ..1D.
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