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BCOTT &  .JARSKIN LAKS RATLROAD: “H1l kohdins, "Pu'lic Infor ation Directopt
for the S&.L rcports that as of this writin , the transfer switch hns b-on
set in the SSW tea: track an? the crossin - that was earlier re oved i:
alriost baclic in place,

Prelidnary surreys have been | ade final surveys should bein lat.r thi-
week, H & W Hailroad Contyactors of Pi-e vluff & Russelville wil) '~ 13
the construction.

The road has obtaine® an 17 U winta € coach fra. the railroan” :uscu- 4%
Hilliar’, Florida and it shoul'® arrive on dts own wheels within the not
twe weeks, It is reported to be an ! Ix-Geor: in Northern with staine”
rlass winwows in the cl —estory rcof,

A_ANDONILGNTS: TI1llinois Central Gulf Railroa’ has been ~rantesd authoriiy
effective March 23, to alixnlon its operations in ilelena an” its river
crossin s Missouri Pa.ilic has been -iven authority to acquire and operate
2,33 mles of line to he abandenesl in Helena,

ROADER RATLRCAD: Senate 5ill 474 and cormanion House Dill 575 havre been
intreduce’ in the Arkansas Le-islature, These bills would allew the pu-chase
of the Reader R.R. by the Arkansas Parks & Tourisn Cosnidssion and leesir

to the Realder Railroad Foundation, At this writin , a check with the

State Capitel ~ives no dispasition of either bill.

MESTINGS: Arkanseas Rallroad Club :ieets the secen? Sunday of each wonth.
Next sche ule! meetin - will e 2:00 p.i. Sunday liarch 11, 173 i roon:
305 Missouri Pacific Unicn Station.

Arkansas Railroad Club is a non profit corporation. For further inforration,
ite Dox 5504, Little Rock, arkansas 72205

MeoCH PiOCRAM:  John Martén, Pro ra- Chairwan, repceris that he plans
to show filiis of the M& A Railroal at the March lMectin .
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s HoLATA'S PLTTCAN e

itandy Tardy

Her lest days anl years on tiic Jilssissippi River at Helena were

spent as a Wi har e, propellel across the Father of Waters to
Mississippi Ly a Dicsel towhoat., It sas a far cry froi: that

~lerious era of :assive sidewheelers an twin stacks bLelchin-

siwoke as the powerful pelicin linker Arkansns to the Illinols Central,

The Pelican, in her prie, wns a :assive vessel...305 fect lon- with
a be:ut of 1wore than % feet, She was build and launche! at Dubuque,
Towa, in 1%:2 and went i :e~iately into serwice on the ol:l Vicksbur:,
Shreveport, an’ Pacific Reilroa® in transferrin - cars across the
Mississippi itiver at Vickshur .’

The Pelican case to He:lenn in 1930 when a rid e at Vickshur: rade
her no lon er necessa -y, Durin- the ensuin - four decades or so, she
has been buffetud Ly ice or es and hirh winds. She has plowed

throu h heavy driftwool durin periods of hi h water and cawe throu:h
it sll with nary a scratch. Her closest touch with disaster,
probaiuly, cawe in the forous ice or-e of 1939 when heavy ice pushed h
her aside 2nd the river was frogen solil fro:: the Arkansas to the
Migsissip»i shores. Those onservin. the -dant boat notlced she was
listin - anl there were expressions of concern. The ice eventually
disappearefd...s0 i ! the list and the Pelican was ridin the waves

as sound 2s ever,

For :w2n7 years, the Illinois Central en ine nuriber 725 was ansimed
to the Pelican. The 2-0-0U-- Consolidation accoipanied her consist
on each voya.-e across the Mississippi, haulin-~ the cars to a point
near Lula in lississippi wnere other locoiwotives took char e. She
would pick up the frei ht cars consi met to Helena and 7o switchin:-
in her yars within the sha.lows of the -iant levees. Later years
saw a Diesel switcher perfor in- the sane Auties,

Loaded with cars and the locootive, the Pelican drew frou 4% to

7 feet of water. Lipty she needed ohly aout 45 feet, Her trestles
on either side of the river rodu up and :lown on tracks beneath the
water. When the Mississippi was low, the trestles stretched for
hundreds of feet to the point where the Loalt docked. The reverse

was true in hi~h water periods.

Sonetiie, I do not recall the exact ionth or year, the ;rand old
rail ferry lost her iassive superstructure, The pacsiiewheels on
gither side were renoved as were her en;ines and all other
coripartients., Her power saw by a siiall, but iodern I1linois
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Central towboat., Her basgic ®wasks were the same. Sonchow, thoush,
the ronance of this unique transportation vessel, was lost,

Now, with the abandonment orcer of the Interstate Cormerce Coirdssion,
she too is one, alons with the Illinois @entral, fron Arkansas,
Perhaps, thou-h, some solace ean be taken in that a me:ber of her
fanilyr contlinues to operate on the inland waterways...the fanous
fAdmiral", an excursion steaner at St, Louis, She and the

Pelican were sister vessels, constructed at the same tine in

Dubuque,

Sic transit ;Jloria mundi...oD.



