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'fhc,\RKANSAS RAILROAD CLUD is a non'pront org.nizrtiotr ofrailro.d and trnin €ntl,usi.sts thrt wns formcd in 1969. we are {rso
thc l,itde Ro.k Chapter ofth€ NationalR.ilway Histo.ical Socicly. We meer on th€ second Sund.ys ofnosl months rt 2 n.m. Anvone
rntcrcstcd in  t rNrns is  $€kome:

Dues to joii the ARKANSAS RAILRO.{D CLUB fe curr€ntly $20 x y€.r, which includes thc monrhryTr.rarw kuitton4et ncwstetter.
I fyou 'd l ikc to jo in t l 'c  NRHS throt rgh orr  dub ( thus b€ing a member or the L i t t lc  Rock ChaDte.  NRHS .nd n i i ionatNRHS).  rou nun
p{y $20 { ye4r mo.e, bringing thc totnlto $40 . ycar for both. Ducs qrc xlwsys payrbte on Janulry t"iof€ach yenr, but you nny pry .t
.ny lime (nembcrship willextcnd throogh the followins year).

To jo in or  ren€w, rcnd your  nsme, addr .$ .nd nhonc number p lus du.s to rhe ARKANSAS RATLROAD CLUB, pO BOX t  l5 l .
NORI H LITLE ROCK AR 72119.  Cal l  501-758'1340 for  in forn. t ion.  The ncwslet ter  edi tor ts  e ' ra i taddrss is :
trrinsarttrrinncrth$.con Th€ Arkrns.s Rnilroxder is put 0n thc Wcb monthly, {nd th.t rddrcss isr hrtpi//vws.trrnrwe{thcr,ron

NEIf!!!!IING ofthe Arkansas Railroad Club will be oD SATURDAY, JUNE 12 (note...NO mc€ting on
Sunday, June l3). We are going to Ron Esserman's Walden Too Railroad in Dover, Arkansas for a picnic and train
rides. RoD said i t  wil l  be on SATURDAY, JUNE l2 aDd we should arrivo anytime afrer 9 a.m. He'l l  have soup, salad.
sodas and swe€ts. You can bring your own deserts. We can eat on a flat car in 'air conditioning' il-you want, phrs
ther€'s the refurbished caboose to view and maybe eat iD. We'll have lrains rides on the Walden 1oo. 'l'icks are
included at no extra fare, so briDg some insect fepellent and maybe sunlan lotion. A photo oftbc caboose ard a m0p is
below. Ron's phone number is: 479-331-2030, his email:  caboose2s552@cei net

FRIENDLY LITTER FROM GERMANY I received the following letter from Dieter Winkler ofGermany, which
I thought I'd share with our readers. Mr. Winkler found our newsletter on the lntemet and would like to correspond
with fellow steam train enthusiasts. His addr€ss is on the bottom ofthe letter.

2OO4 OFFICERS/POSITIONS OF TIIE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLI-r'It
PRESIDENT - Robin Thomd, I 0980 Riverfest Dr #26, Litrle Rock AR 722 l2- l4I 2 (50 I -225- 1952)
V-PRESIDENT Peter Shykl4 JI., 2800 W 3 7h Ave. p nr BtuffAIt 7lb0l-5601 LE 70J l5 4 724), t \m) kla(@worldnet.att.nel
TRXASLTRER - WalterB. Walkcr,8423 Linda l,n, Litile Rock AR 72227-5983 (501-225-0826), wwatkcr@disrorle.ner
SICRETARY - Iackie Roach.4023 S Shacklcfold #142. Lillle Rock AR 72204 l50l -225-68 ] 8)
EDITOR - Ken Ziegenbein, 1023 Claycur Cn. N I-irtl€ Rock AR 72 I I 6-3 72E (501-?58,I 340), ken@tminweather com
\ R H :  D l R l  L  l g !  -  l o m  S h u o l ,  l - l 6 A l b e n r D , , L  r l ( R o . k A R - 2 2 2  - J t U 2 r . 0 l - 2 2 5 . s 9 ) 5 1
PHOTOCR-A?HER - John C. Jones, I I 7 Cotton*ood, She(vood  R 72 120-401 I (50 r -815-3 729), johnpholonur@aristotle.net
HiSTORIAN -  Gene I Iu l l ,  3507 E Washnrgon Ave #31,  N L in lc  Rock AR 721I4 (501-945-7386)
IIOARD 04 - Stanlcy Wozcncrait. 108 N Pdlm 51, Litrlc Rock AR 72205-1827 (501-664-lJ0t)
BOARD '05 - Leonard Thalmueller, 2l Hmoler Dr, Litrle Rock AR 72209-2159 (501-562-8231)
BOARD -06 - JiD Wakcficld, 316 Aubum Dr, Litrle Rock AR ?2205-2769 (501-664-0232)
Bo.A&L!Z - Fred Fillers, 29009 Bandy Rd, Lirde Rock AR72223-9720 (501 82t 2026), ccfiuers@aor.com
Bl \&Lll!:Ron E\eman.326 lsse.mar Ln, Dover AR'12837 -77 54 \479-33 |,203 0). shay473(tcci.ne.
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D d ' d e n  2 0 , 0 2 , 2 O O 4

Dear  S team T ra in f r i ends ,

i t  i s  ce r ta in  fo r  you  a  su rp r i se  to  ge t  a  l e t t e r  f rom

Germany .Bu t  I 'm  a f ready  a lways  a  f r i end  o f  Che  USA,

ma in l y  f rom you r  Coun t ry ,  -And  l t .  i s  my  r i sh  more  to  l eaFn

and to knori/  about your r{ronderfuL Country with your very

n i ce  H i .6 to r i c  o ld  S team Tra lna .And  no \ r  t  have  my  ques t i on

on  you t  Can  you  me  p l .eaae  a  sma l f  f n fo rna t i on ra  P roapec t

and  Pos tca rd  s€nd . I ' l l be  ve ry  happy l  When  you  have  i n te -

res t , t han  I  can  rno re  Pog tca rds  f rom my  Coun t ry  Germany  send .

A lso  we  have  beau t i f uL  S team Tra ins .

l l aybe  can  I  once  you r  Coun t ry  v i s i t  t o  see  you r  wonder fu l

S team T ra ins .

Dear  F r i ends  o f  S tean  l oco t l o t i ves  f  do  say  mahy  fhank

tha t  you  have  read  my  le t te r  and  I  hope  aga in  some f ron  you

to  hea r  and  I  hope  to  ge t  a  ans l re r .Thanks !

cod  b less  you  and  Amer i ca t

DIETER WINKLER

GIVORSER S IREET 15

04720 - DOBELN/sAxoNy

GERMANY
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il!

M.. Winkler senl thc above photograph ofa stcam train in Germany. I tloD t know when or whcrc it \vas takcn

WANTEI,: I.ON SAI.E ON TNAI'E

l .5c Iyc thcr i8h l lo re lnsc | i ( in8s i tdcc i ' td in1p | l l | I ia tc I .h t^ . |nn \ rs I t l1ho tCfb is [o t l cs lx t l s ib |c lb l |n is |c r idg .ds ,

[Ola sALE ' A Fairnrcnr ensinc. I think il is,] II.OC rnodel. Email or writc Don OtleDs, Diottensa@wnrconnecl.lqrt, Don Otlens.
3208 Arch Strccl .  Benton. AI l720l5. 501-840-1194.

FOR TRADE - KCS Employees Timctables from the early 1970's including:
KANSAS CITY SOUTHERN LIN ES TIMETABLE No 5 ALL SUBDIVISIONS, Effect ive March 22. 1970. (Kansas Ci ly

Soulhern Railway Co), (Arkansas Westem Railway Company), ( F.S.V.B. RAILWAY).
KANSAS CITY SOUTHERN LINES TIMETABLE No 4? ALL SUBDMSIONS. (LOUISIANA & ARKANDSAS

RA]LWAY), I,:FFEC'TIVE MARCH 22, I970.
KANSAS CITY SOUTHEItN RAILWAY COMPANY JOINT TIMETABLE No 95, AND MISSOURI PACIFIC

RAILROAD COMPANY, AETWEEN C.S.JCT & G.C.L. JCT EFFECTIVE MARCH 22, I970,
DI QUEIIN & EASTERN RAILROAD - T0XAS OKLAHOMA & EASTERN RAILROAD, TIMETABLO No. 5

EFI] I ]CTIVE OCTOBER J. I985.
Also DE QUEEN & EASTERN - TEXAS OKLAHOMA & EASTERN RULEBOOKS, E|FECTIVE OCTOBER 5, 1985
Will tradc for Employees 't imerablcs offofArkansas Railroad and other lin€s such as Cotton Belt, Rock lsland, Missouri Pacific

etc. Conucl Philip L. Moseley. P.O.Box 664, Guthric, Oklahoma,73044-0664, (405\ 282-2577. My en],ail: p!a!9lqdl@!9!!!1.

This photo was taken April 30, 2004 and
shows what's left ofthe old Missorri Pacilic
grade (bern) in North Liftle Rock,just soulh
ofthe Junction Bridgc. The city is l€veling
it. Union Pacific gavc the city this line and
bridge offrcially on December 28, 2001.
(Ken Ziegehbein photo)
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A&M WASHOUT
(Chene\ Arkansas, April 24, 2004) - Eaxly rhis rr,oming, engineer Craig Marheineke was bringing the Ft. Smith Tum

northbound with 35 loads and 12 enpties. On board Alco C-420 number 46 with 5 trailjng locomotives, Marheineke becam€
concemed about the possibility ofwashouts ahead due to several nighls of heary rainfall. Jusi two nights before, he had
encountered a nud slide and hit a large tre€ atmilepost 387. Damage caused by this accident can still be seen on the sbort hood of
locomotiv€ 44. As torrential minfall obstructed his view ahead, Marheinek€ broughX the train to a stop at milepost 366 to inspect
the woolsey bridge for damage. Once determined to b€ structurally sound, Marheineke eased his train ahead over the bridge where
the water was rushing approximately three feet below the deck. As he mov€d the train ahead at 15 mDh. he noticed water leveh
ahead risingup to track level. Concemed for the safety ofthe rrain and crew, Marh€ineke stopped abruptly at mjtepost 364.7,
where the tracks disappeared ben€atb the water as far around the curve as he could see. R€alizing the potential hzzard ofrising
water around him, he began to €ase the train backwards as rushing water was removing ballast liom under his locomotive.
Marhein€ke moved the train back approximately one-quarter mil€ to locate the train on higher ground where the rails were above
water. Atthis time. the six locomotives and 47 cars ar€ strand€d at this location near West Fork, Arkansas and will remain there
until significant track and ballast repairs can be made. Repairs may take sevoral weeks. Engineer Marheineke is thant(tuIthar his
train did not d€railand his crew survived a scary ordeal. (Update-April 28. ltwas reported today thclt rcpairc have been made hul
that here were kunerous slow o e an the line) , Thanks to Club nenber Mike Syptlk fol the stary qnd photoglaphs.

LEFT-Engineer Craig Marheineke stands in fiont ofstranded Ft. Smith turn on Saturday, April 24. RICHT- The cwve ar
milepost 364 where the Ft. Smith turn's progress was hah€d. Ballast and roadbed washed away by floodwat€rs.

LEFT - Small trestle at milepost 364 and damage from nassive flooding. RIGHT - A&M mainline dangling after washout at
Winslow, Arkansas April 24,2004. (Photos courtes! o/ MiLe Sypult)
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RAILROAD ABANDONMENT PROPOSALS
Tfie address ofthc Surfacc TraDspoftation Board is: Office oflhe Sec.elary. Case Control tinil, 1925 K Slreet, Washington I)C
2042i. Thc STB phone number lor abandonment procedures (Officc ofPublic Scrvicet is: 202,565-1592. lfyou contact thcn. i!
would bc handy to use the l)ockct Numbcrs Their Web addrcss is: hltpJ/tflvw.slb.dot.gov il you'd like ilre complete listings.

These abandonment p.oposals have be€n printed in lhe Fcderal Registcr or have come dirccrly from the Surlacc Transponation
l loard.  I  hey wi l l  go in  ef l ic t  unless one o l  ihe fo l lowing occurs:  l )  an of lcrof f inancia l  ass isrance is  rccc ivcdt2)  arcquest  lbr
public use ofthc land is rcceived (tbr inslance. raih-to-trails)i 3) pclitions to reopcD lhe casc is filed ltailroads, bclbre they can lile
drcsc "noticcs ot e\cmption under CFR I 152 Subpart F." tnLrst cenily thal l) no ]ocal traffic has nrcved ovcr ihe linc for ar lcast 2
yenrs:  2)  0ny ovcrhcad nal l ic  can bc routed over  o lher  l ine: , i  3)  no lbrmal  compla int  l i led by a uscr  is  pcndi  g andi  4)
cnvronm.ntal rcporls. historic reports- transmittal lcller, newspaper publicntjon. !nd notice to govenrnlenral ascncics havc becn
rrrcr Even lhough approval is granlcd for the railroads to abandon, ir may be months or years beforc rrack is actually rrken up

A I I K  N S A S  I I N S F ' ' l o a b a n d o n a n d d i s c o n l i n u c s e r v i c e o v c r a 4 . 5 0 j D i l e l i n c o l r a i l r c r d b e t w c o n m i l e p o s l 3 9 7 7 8 i n l l o \ i e .
i rnd mi lcpost  .101.28,  in  Walpon.  and thc 2.20 'nr i le  Walnut  Ridgc Industr ia l  Spur,  a tota l  d is tancc of6.70 rn i les,  in  Lawrcfcc
C o u f t y , A R .  l l l l c c t i v c o n M a y 2 6 , 2 0 ( 1 4 . ( f S l ' B l ) o c k e l N o . A B 6 ( S u b - N o . 4 l l X , d c c i d c d A p r i l  |  9 .  s o r  v c d  A p r i l  2 6 .  2 0 0 , 1 )

wASHIN(; '1ON l lNSt ' -  
' lb  

abrndon and d isconl inue scrv ice ovcr  a 5.80- l1 l i le  l inc o i  ra i l road betwccn nr i lcDon I  :7  iD
Quadlock and I r i lepost  <) .07 in  Olynpia.  in  Thrrsbn Counry,  wA. Ef fect ive on [ , Iay 26,  200,1.  ( lS l  A Dockct  No Ai f6 (Sub
No.410X, dcci ( lcd Af f i l  19.  scrvcd Apf i l26,  2004)

MISSISSIPPI I \ I ISSISSIPPI I - I ]NNI]SSEE HOLDIN(;S,  LLC./MISSISSIP}I ' I 'ENNESSII  RAILROAD LLC. I 'o
rbandon and M l l i  secks lo  d iscont inuc sc.v ice ovcr  a I inc of ra i l road extending l iom mi lcposi  324.2 ncnr  Nc$ Alhany and the
fnd o l  lhc l inc r l  n i lc |os l  281.0 rear  t louslon,  Ms,  a d is l rnce o l  41.2 nr i lcs in  Union,  Ponlo loc and Chickasaw (  ornt ics,  N1S.
lhel inc inc ludcsshtn,rs loc. rcdarP(nr tohc,  l lor lka and lknsror i .  MS A { inald lc is ion wi l lbe i \ : iued b}  lLr l \  16.2004 (s lu
I )oc lot  No.  Al l '868X; 869X. dcci . lcd Apr i l  19,  scNed Afr i l27,  2004.

N() l t l  H ( '  l tOLlNA NORI 'OI-K SOU I  HI I I IN l {AILWAY CO. - ' lo  abtnrdon a ? : l  nr i le  l inc o l  u i l ( ) rd bctwccn mi lcposl
NS-81 7 r t  Mrckcls ,  and rn i lcposl  NS'90.0 at  Plymoulh,  in  W$hinglof  ( i )unrJ.  NC. I  hc l ine scsmenl  inc ludcs lhe stat l (ns of
Mackcys l rnd l ' ly r r routh.  A l lna l  dcc is ion wi l l  be issued by July  26,  2004 (S ' l  a  I )ockcl  No AA-290 (Sub'No.  248X),  decktcd
ADri l  19.  scr led ADr i l  17.2004)

MISSOt ln l  KANSAS CITY SOUTHERN RAI LWAY CO. -  l  o  abandon approxinratc ly  1.3 mi les o i  i ts  l ine of  ra ikoad
knolvD rs lhe Sccond Strcct Track localcd in Kansas City, Jackson CouDty. MO. The linc consists oftwo segmcnts: (l) Ihc lirsr
scgmcrr c\tcnds frotr m ileposr 0 r./-, located in an unused rail yard, to m ileposr I 5 I 88'1 ̂, at the crossjrg of the Sccond Slr ccr
lirck and a Union Pacific Railroad Company linc, a distance ol approximately 0.98 milesi and (2) the second scgmcnl branchcs
ofT noahlvesl f()m thc tirst segment bclween Main Street and Grand Avenue at milepost 0-W ofthat linc, rnd conlintres wesl l()
rppro\ inalc ly  n i lepost  01 l5 l8 -W al  lhe easl  cnd of ra i l road br idge B- l -W. A l lna l  decis ion wi l l  be issrcd by July  l l .  l0(Jn
(S l l ]  I )ockcl  No.  AB- I  0 l  (Sub-No I  7X.  decided Apr i l  20.  serued Apr i l  28,  2004)

KANSAS I INSI -  Torbandon and d iscontnuc scrv icc ovcr  a39.95-mi lc  l ine o l ra i l road betwccn nr i lcDosl  167.?8 ncarSuDer i ( r ,
NE. lnd nr i l .posr  127 8 i  near  l {cynolds.  NE. in  Jef fcrson.  Thaycr  and Nuckol ls  Counl ies,  NE, arrd RepLrbl ic  Counly,  KS lhe
l ine urc lLrdes rhe stat ions of  Hardy,  Byron,  Cheslcr .  FIubbel l ,  and Reynolds.  A f ina l  decis ion wi l l  bc issucd by July  27,  200,1
(S' lB 1)ockei  No.  AB-6 (Sub-No.409x.  decided Apr i l  19,  seNcd Apr i l28,2004)

ARKANSAS RAIL NEWS

GENERAL RAIL NEWS

ALASKA RR RIDERSHIP FELL
(Faithanks, Al^ka, April 11, 2004)

Ridership on lhc Alaska rails fell to a l3-
year lorv lasl year, according lo data
relcased by fie Alaska Railroad in mid"
April. Ilt its annual report, the Alaska
Railroad said il "enjoyed seven percenl
growth in overall ridership over the lasl
year," referring to 2003. However, the

aciual number of people who rodc lhe
rails last y€ar was 448,214, said railroad
spokesnan Tim Thompson. That's doli'n
8.5 percenr from 2002's total of489.894.
The increasc cited in the annual rcport
only takes into account trips booked
through th€ railroad. It doesn't counl the
charter trains run by iour companies and
other groups, Thompson said.

The biggest decreasc was in thc
number of cruise-ship passengers,
accordirg to rhc railroad's figures
Princess Cruises, I lo l land America aDd
Royal Caribbean each own thcir own
railroad cars that they use 1o carry
passeDgcrs ro and lrom the various land'
based attractions they offer in their tou.
packages. The railroad uscs its
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locomotives to pull the cars, which ar€
staffed and operated by cruise company
employees, Thompson said. The number
of passengers riding those cars last year
dropped sharply to 278,940 liom
315,126 the year befor€, according to the
railroad's records.

Part of that may be because of a delay
in Princess Cruises putting its new ship,
the Island Princ€ss, into service, said
Julie Benson, a spokeswoman for the
cruise €ompany. Because ofthe delays,
Pdncess caoceled six planned sailings
last year, Benson said, Benson add€d,
however, that Pdncess has seen an
increase in the number of passengers
opling fora ride on the milroad as part of
its 2004 Alaskatour packages.

Meanwfiile, the Alaska Railroad Corp.
said i t  rade a $14.5 mi l l ion prof i t  last
year on revenue that rose more than 20
pcrcent ro $127 mil l ion.

RAIL FREICHT TRAFFIC UP IN
MARCH

U.S. rail carload traffic rose 3.7
percent (rose 60,142 carloads) in March
2004 compared to March 2001. U.S.
intermodal rait traffic, which consists of
trailers and containers on flat ca$ and is
nor included io carload figures, was up
9.3 percenl (rose 87,678 trailers and
conlainers) in March 2004 compared
wirh March 2003. Coal traffic in March
was up 2.7 p€rcent (l?,165 cailoads)
compared with March 2003, while
carloads of crushed stone and gravel,
Lrscd in road construction among many
othcr purposes, were up 12.8 percent
(l1,653 carloads). Grain volume was up
I LI percent (l I,495 carloads) in March.
Motor vehicles and equipment had the
biggest decline in March 2004, with
carloads down 3.3 p€rcent (4,455
carloads).

For the first three months of2004, U.S.
rail cadoadings roraled 4,29'7,662 .a$,
up 3. I percent ( I 29,825 carloads) from a
year ago, the highest quarterly increase
since the first quarter of 1997. ln the flrst
qua(er of2004, carloads ofcoal were up
2.4 percent (38,lll carloads), crushed
stone and grav€l was up 12.6 percent
(27,510 carloads), and grain was up 9.6
perc€nt (26,544 carloads). All told, 13 of
the 19 commodity categori€s tracked by
the AAR saw carload gains in the first

thrc€ months of2004 compared with the
first three months of2003.

U.S. intermodal traffic in 2004 through
March totaled 2,585,045 trailers or
containers, up 7.3 perc€nt (175,593
units), with trailers up l4.l percent
(86,563 units) and contain€rs up 5.0
percent (89,030 units). Total volume
through ll weeks was estimat€d at 385.0
billion ton-miles, up 4.5 perc€nt liom
last year (Association of Anetican

BNSF EMPLOYEE SPIES STOLEN
BNSF PROPERTY ON EBAY

A BNSF employee was startled to se€
their hardhat wirh the BNSF logo, a
radio saf€ty belt, and some of their
new€r hand-held radios - base unit,
chargers, mik€s and extra batt€ri€s to
boot-on an EBAY auct ion in Apri l .

"lronically, th€ seller's addr€ss was in
Amarillo, lexas, wher€ I worked as
roadmaster bcfore moving to Fort
Worth." says Dalc Creen, the BNSF
enployee. "l knew Rick Srald€r, senior
special agenl in Amarillo, would
probably be interested in whar I found.
But I knew to call the Resource
Proteclion Solutions Call Cent€r
number firsl," says Creen. Immediately,
creen forwarded the information and
pictures to Resource Prolection Solutions
and Agert Stalder. The first step was to
obta'n a search warrant to recover the
BNSF property.

"The serial numbers on th€ radios
pictured on thc Int€met w€ren't vhibl€,
so we couldnt yet confirm them as
ours,r! says Slalder. "However, the
obvious BNSF logo on the hardhat was
enough to get a search wanant," As
things progressed, the hardhal was the
least of the selleCs problems.

"eBAY \ras very cooperaiive in giving
us information on the seller, who wasnt
cooperative at first- Bul a search warrant
was obtained quickly through the
Amarillo district attomey's ollice, and
we w€rc soon knocking on their door."
Upon entering the home, ofncers found
not only the BNSF property, bul bags of
narcotics as well. "When we plugged in
the radios, they werc s€t on our pre-
programmed ftequ€ncies, so we kn€w
they were ours," says Stalder. "The
hardhat was already packaged and ready

Volume XXXV. Number 6- June 2004 7

for pick up. We beat UPS by only 15

Though the investigation isn't ov€r,
BNSF recover€d all slolen property
worth about $2,700, and the criminals
ar€ awaiting prosecution. "A lot of
people might not realize that a single
felony act, such as slealing the hardhat,
is punishable by up to two years in the
penil€ntiary in Texas. These guys, along
with yel unidentifi€d co-conspirarors, are
charged with three counts," says Slaldc..
(BNSF Today, Aptil 2t

FRISCO RR DATA TO BE PUT ON
WEB

(sPrinsjfietd, Mistouti) The
Springfield-Creene County Libmry will
digitize the Louis Oreisemer Frisco
raihoad collection. A c.rdy $25.000
Library Services Technology Act grant
through the Missoori State l"ibrary has
provided th€ funding 1o digitizc and
make available to the public Louis
Grieseme/s collection of Frisco images,
artifacts and data on the library's W€b
sit€. The collection includcs personnel
cards, community files, depol floor
plans, postcards, advertising, ksues of
the company's All Aboard magazine and
thousands of pholographs of depots,
rolUng stock, runn€ls, railroad yards,
water towers and bridgcs, C.iesemer
bought th€ collection lwo years ago and
bas been working wilh the local history
department to help preserve this
important historical infonnation. Hc
gave the library the personnel record
cards and loaned some of the Frisco
memorabilia for display and decor at th€
Library Station, the transportation-
them€d facility at 2525 N. Kansas
Expressway, and now has givcn library
staff acc€ss to the compl€t€ collection
for digitizing.

"This coll€ction repr€sents the advance
ofthe railroad, which signaled a new era
in American history as well as the
history ofthe ozarks," said Planning and
Development Coordinator Carol Grimes.
who wrote the grant. "lt also tells a lor
aboul the people who worked and lived
the raihoad lif€." lth a big project and
won't be uploaded to the w€b site until
later this year, but when it d€buts, the
local history connected with the Frisco
will be ready to be view€d by train buffs
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all over the world tlu'ough the magic of
$e web. (Sptingneu News & Leader,
April 28, 2004)

OLDSMOBILf, R.I.P.
AlthoLtgh not dir€ctly relat€d to

railroads, the last Oldsmobile rolled off
the assembly Iine in Lansing, Michigan
on April 29, 2004. It's the end ofth€ line
for the oldest automotiv€ brand name in
th€ Unit€d States (one ofthe automobiles
that aided the demise of rhe passenger
train)- The car, an Alero, will hav€
signatures ofplant employees inside the
hood and will be displayed at the R.E.
Olds Tmnsponation Museum in Lansing
for about four months,

LASTA CANCELS SP 745 KANSAS
CITY TRIP

In an announcement in early N4ay, the
Lo[isiana Steam Train Association said:
"Sadly due to monetary and other
consrrainrs we are unable 10 go ro
KaNas Cily for the Bicentennial." Th€y

Volume XXXV, Number 6 - June 2004
had earlier put out a PROPOSED
schedul€ to run the restored Southem
Pacific st€am engine #745 from
Louisiana through Arkansas and then to
Kansas City on the KCS. Apparently
they were sho$ of money and didn't g€t
KCS'S approval for the mov€.

Their cunent 'schedule' is as follows:
Fall 2004: We propose to have the
engine Blessed in liont of St. Louis
Calhedml on lhe Riv€r Walk of the
French Quarter. Time will be posted
later. Fall2004: We will be in Audubon
Park for the city to experi€nce the train.
Fall 2004: Tour around Louisiana. Their
websile: www,lasla.org
A BEAR OF A PROBLEM!

(Montana) - BNSF is again having
grizzly bear problems near Clacier Park
in Montana. Burlington Nonhem Santa
Fe Raihoad h doing everything possibl€
to remove ev€ry kernel ofthe 2,800 tons
of corn spilled rec€ntly when 28 graid
cars derailed from Irain G-SIOPASI-15,
a railway spokesman said Friday. The

derailment occuffed in the Middle Fork
Flathead fuver coridor, an area used by
enzzly beaJs moving into and out of
Glacier National Park. In the same area,
during the late I980s, grain and com
spills were not entirely cleaned up and
attracled grizzly bea$, with eight of
them subsequendy killed by passing

After the wrecked iieighl cars were
removed, mil-mounted vacuum
machines were brought in. But the
cleanup is €xpected to continue through
May because of th€ sheer volume of
grain. Portable generators have been
broughl in to power lighling systems that
illuminate the spill area at night. A
propane cannon sounds off every lJ
minutes as a noise det€rr€nr for bears- h
the fringe areas of the spill, "critter
getters" have been set up. The devices
transmil loud noises if they are activated

Tojoin/rcncv mcmbership an the Arkansas Railroad Club (Litlle Rock Chaplcr National Railway Hislorical Socicty), fillout rhe form below.
Annullduer or€ $20 for localdues (plus S20 for lhe n.tioDalNRHS dues ifyou wart lojoin the NRHS lhrough ouf chaptcr, a totalof$40lbl
borh localand nalionalducs). Serd tortukds&s Raihoad Club, POBox 9l5l,Nodh Littlc Rock  R 72119.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE

Serd check. made oul to lh. Arkosas Railroad Club, PO Box 9151, Nonh Little Rock AR ?2119. Call 501-75E-1340 for mo.c infomation or
vhit us on tte web at http://www.tminweathe!.com at\d click ol Arkans^ RaihMder. Our €nail is
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Conuact to build the bridge across the Arkansas River at Lit e Rock ataiarded 2I March 1899 by
Liule Rock Briclge Conpa y b Mccchee, Kahmann & Co. of Kansas City. The caisson fot the Jirsl
pier reached bedrock 25 Sepletnber 1899. The last iron pin in the s peqtructure driyen 7 Noy.
1899. The dead ofownership transferred lo Choctaw & Memphis R.R. on 23 July 1900.

The first through passenger train Memphis to Weatherford, Indian Teftitory, crossed |he bridge
and depa edfrom the temporary station at Lit e Rock l0 Decenber 1899 at 4:37 a.m. This train
was No. l, the CHOCTAW FLYER" with conductor Harry McDonald.

(Photo taken 23 Ma!, 1970byGeneHu )

ROCK ISLAND
FORT RENO TO LITTLE ROCK

bv: G6ne HUII

In 1882, the CHOCTAW, OKLAHOMA & GULF (predecessor ofthe Rock Island west from
Memphis) was composed oftwo segments - 3l miles between FoIt Reno, Oklahoma Territory,
and Oklahoma City plus 64 miles from South McAlestet, Indian Territory eastward to Wister.

Arkaksas Raiboadet
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'lhe area now known as Oklahoma also was composcd of two segments. The principal segment,
west ofthc Arkansas border was called Indian Telritory, reservaiions set aside by the lJ. S.
Covenlmerlt for various Indian tribes.

Withii Indian Tenitory thcrc was an area which some ofthe tribes had sold to the U. S.
(iovernment, and it was called Oklahoma Teritory. The eastern boundary extended southward
liom a point about midway between Tulsa;rnd Stilhvater to the Canadian River. The line ran up
the river to about the present western boundary ofOklahoma City, then south to Rcd Rivcr.
Everything weslward to the Texas Panhandle was Oklahoma Territory.

In 11192. plans were nrade to unite the two divisions and by November 1895 lrains wcre running
betwee[ fort Reno and Wister. Just six n]iles east of wister', the Kansas City, Pittsburg & Culf
built southward through Howe, Indian Te(itory on its wury liom Missoerri to Texarkana,
,^rkansas- lcxas. Rails soon closed this six-[r i lc gap and t lrc CO&G had an outlct to Kansas Ci1].

On :5 Ootobcr 1898. the Litt le Rock & Memphis was bought by the Choctaw & Mcmphis, giving
l i l t  to old f lans 1() Iay rai ls hcstward l iom the tcrminai at Litt le l lock. That sruno yoar thc CO&(l
lai,:l lails .l5 nrilcs westlvard llom |orl Rcno to Weathcrfofd, Oklahoma l'crritory. Ihc foad \!!rs
269 nl i lcs long. bul thcrc $as no dircct outlct lbr thc compaDy's Srowing supply ol coal lronr i ts
nrany mincs.

Attcntion was djrcolcd toward thc l , i11lc I{ock & Memphis. lhc purchaso ol thc Ll l&M lcl l  only
l(r2 milcs bctwccn l,ittlc Rook and l-lowo, Indian l'crrit(' y. thc caslcln lenninal of thc Co&(1.
' Ihis 

would cfcatc a rai lroad 563 miles long. a trunk l inc along the 35th paral lcl ol ' lorrgituclc. thc
nationally dcsircd rai l  route 10 the Pacif ic Ocean.

'l his purchasc lbr $325,000 crcatcd a l'lurry ol construction. l{ighFof-way was securod and sul.vcy
cfcws soorl wcfc busy localinS thc alincmcnt. Othcr crews also were working 10 inprovc thc
cxisl ing rrad bctwccn Litt lc Rock al]d Memphis.

On I Novcmbor 1898, grading work westward began near Ferguson's Mill, a short dislance west
ofthc ljnion Station (St..Louis,lron Mountain & Southem) al Little Rock. Mccafthy &
Rcir-hardt had a contract for 1he first 65 miles.

At thc sanre lirDe Jay Gould showed up-(A monkey wrench in the machinery'l) Ihe St..Lotris, lron
MoLrntain & Southcrn began surveying and grading in front ofUniol Station on an alincmcnt
roughly parallel to the Choctaw & Memphis (controlled by thc CO&G).

'Ihe CO&G asked ibr a court injunction to settle the conflict. A convoluted hearing produccd a
judgcnrent in favor ofthe Choctaw and the lron MoLultain ceascd work.

.lay Gould went elsewhere.

The Choctaw began grading work in eamest at both ends, beginning 1 December 1898 On 19

April, 1899, Mr. W. E. Noble, boss lrack layer for the fim of Mccabe & Steen of 51. Louis under
the contract ofchoctaw Construction Company, laid the firsl rail at Howe, I. T, working tow;Lrd
Little Rock, 166 miles to the east.

Arkansas Railroadet
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'l'he 
fne passenger station at Easl Second & McLean Sbeels in Little Rock vtas not complete in time

lor |he Jirst passehger tain.Itwas readyforflll se during the first u'eek ofAug. I900.
It \|as built of pressed brick and ornanental terra cotla ahd was 55' t I60'. There v'as a covered

conuete plalfom, 15 feet wide, along lhe tlsch on the east side. On the west side (shovn above)
wds a brickpaved d ve,aith ample rootlJor omnib ses and erprcss vagons. (Author's 1956Bel
Air Chety inforeground). The earth embankment at the end oflhe slation is the approach to the
Second Sfteet 1)iaduct spanhing the tracks. (Photo taken ih Juhe 1960 by Gene Hulll

At the east end an enormous amount ofrock had to be blasted away between Little Rock and
Ross Hollou 25 miles west oftown. It was two months before rails could be laid.

A Roberts Track Laying machine was put in use at Howe, This was one ofthe most wonderfi
inventions ofmodem railroad building. The 120 men using it could do as much work at 250 men
laying rails by hand.

The wolk train was made up with the machine on the front car followed by six flat cars containing
spikes, bolts, fish plates and rail for one mile oftrack. Next came the engine and cars ofcrossties.

Arkansas Railroader
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A continuous trough extended from the rear ofthe train to the front ofthe machine car, ending a
raillength ahead. A revolving rod with teeth lay in the trough and caried crossties to a pair of
Negro workers, dropping them into pldce. A similar trough with rollers on the oppositq side ofthe
train conveyed rails and tie plates to the front. Track layers placed rails end to end and bolted
them together. As the train moves forward a 40-man crew, in charge ofForeman W. J.. Hilloir,
drovc spikes. A 500-man crew followed, shaightening the track and placing ballast. This machinc
was rot used at Little Rock , because hand labor was used on the seven-mile belt loop track (liom
near Union Station, through present Biddle and to tho iron bridge across the Arkansas River).

Track laying crews from east and \y{ist worked toward each other. On Thursday, 12 October
1899 at quitting time they were a hdlf-mile apart +out 22 miles west ofFerguson's Mill near
Little Rock. A curve prevented the crews from secing each other. At Little Rock, Iocal railroad
officials and newspaper representativ€s were invited to the laying ofthe last rail on friday, I3
C)ctober.

At 6:40 a.m. Friday , a work train, consisting ofengine No. 14, a work car, two flat cars and a
caboose, in charge ofconductor Will Faucette; left Ferguson's Mill. It reached the end oftrack al
8:30 a.m. l'he train from the west sat a half-mile away at the other end oftrack.

A place was chosen frJr the rails tojoin - a wood tresde abut 25' long, spanning a dry creek bcd.
|itzgerald's crew from Little Rock had 700 feet oftrack to lay by hand. Nobel's crew from the
wcst had about 1,500 feet, but they had the track laying machine.

A l'9:00 a.n1. only 250 feet separated the two crews. At 9:25 a.m., the last crosstie wds droppcd
in place. 'l he last rail was ready - almost. [t was about eight feet too longl It had to bc cut ofl'turd
lcu holes were dril lcd for f ishplate bolts.

]'he bolls were tightened.

At cxactly 9:44 a.m. Friday, 13 October 1899, the Choctaw & Memphis Railroad was complcte
lrom Memphis, Tennessee 563 miles westward to Weatherford, Oklahoma Teritory. .&
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