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Green Bay & Western 320 leaving Winona, Minnesota at dawn on September 27, l98l- (Peter Snrykla, Jr photo)
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In 1914 an international argument b€gan in
Europe between the Central Powers
(Germany, Austria, Ilungary, Bulgaria and
Tu*ey) and the Allies (Great Britain, France,
Italy. Russia. Rumania. Serbia. and Greece).

Shooling began in Augusl and immediately
spread likc lire in a dry hay field. In March
l9l5 the lirst American life was lost when
German submarines sank a British passenger
ship, No one was absolutely sure why the war
had begun.

On ? May 1915, the British liner
LUSITANIA uas sunk, killing aLnost 1200
persons, including more than 100 Am€ricans.
By now Americans were getting upset.
President Woodrow wilson asked Congress to
declare war against the lmperial GerrEn
govemment on 2 April l9l 7. The stuff really
hit the fan.

All American industries manufacturing wat
supplies received a greal stimulus. Americar
troops in France irnrnediately needed grqat
quantities ofraihoad notive power and rolling
stock. Railroads were a nain cog in the war
machine. The United States Railroad
Adrnini*ration was formed urder the dircction
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of William Gibbs McAdoo. The USRA look
control ofAftrban diLoads on 28 December
1917.

Until that time the countrys railroads had
operated to a great deal on prEtty much ofan
individual basis. The variety of rnotive power
was a hodge-podge nEss. Th€ USRA
determined that for the roads to operate in a
reasonably unified manner, to rnove th€
rnassive torurage across the 3,m0 mibs
between oc€ans, $adardized types of
loconrotives would b€ rnandatory. Also, the
purchase of raiLoad equbnrnt rntst be
centralized.

Wm. McAdoo appoint€d a cornrnittee to
prepar€ standad speciftations for
bcomti!€s. The conmittee $as compos€d of
r€presertatives fiom eleven railroads and frorn
Baldwin- Lirna. and Anerican locormtit e
buiHers. The s?ecifcatiore were for engines in
passenger, freight and switchiog service.
H@uarters wer€ esablished ar th€ Baldwin
plant at Philadelphi4 Pa. Joseph B. Ennis of
ALCO, Wrn E. Woodvard ofl-inn and Harry
Glaenzer of Baldwin were in charge.

The first IJSM Mikado was built by Baldwin or 4luly 1918. (Gene Hull collection)

UNCLE SAM'S FIRST MIKADO

by: Gene Hui l



Finafy l2 standard desigts for eight types of
engines were agreed upon. Road engines for
light duty were given a classification of "A,"
and heary duty engines were class "B," such as
a 2-8-2A or B, This was not a truly new idea.
Back in 1903, Edward H. Harriman did the
same thing fof his "Associated Lines,"
composed of the Southem Pacific, Union
Pacific, Oregon Short Line, Oregon Railroad
& Navigation and Chicago & Alton.

The conmitte€ held its fust conference ar
the offce ofthe Baldwin works on March l3-
l4-15, 1918, and othef meetings were at the
Intersiate Commerce Building at Washingtor
Tt wag delermined that during the war engines
on American roads could be quickly serviced
or repaircd from a convenient stockpile of
standard parts.

When time came to begin constxuction ofthe
fust USRA engines, an order was issued on 30
April 1918 aod divided among the tluee
builders. Baldwin and Alco staged a fiiendly
competition to complete the first engine.

J

It was decided the builders would begin with
a Mikado 2-8-2 type. Baldwin sent personal
repres€ntatives to th€ various manufactuers of
component parts to speed up delivery. Large
castings rode vamished cars of fin€ named
trains, and in horse express cars. Sam
Vauclain, Baldwin's senior vice president in
1918, sent word to the shop men thal he
waded their fust engine to be ready by July
4th.

On June 19 the boiler was put in the erecting
shop, On July I the engine was pulled into the
yard for her first taste of sunshine. On July 3
she was painted, numbered 4500, and lettercd
'BALTIMORE AND OHIO." She was put on
display July 4, had her pictue taken, and was
pronounced complete. Being completed in a
rccord 20 days, Uncle Sam's fust Mikado was
sent to the B&O on July 5, 1918. Her statistics
were 26" x 30" cylinders, 64" drivers, 200 lbs.
boiler pressure,53,800 lbs. tractive effort,
292,000 lbs. weight, and 47'-6 l/4" long.

The USRA was in business with B&O 2-8-2
No. 4500.I*

ARKANSAS RAILROADER



4 Volurne Xl lX.  Nur l lber  6  June 1998

I998 OFFICERS/POSITIONS OF THE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB

P R I l S l l ) E N  I  -  l . c o n r r d 1 . . T h t r L n u c L l c r . z l I h n o v c r D r . l . i r r L e R o c k A n 7 2 1 0 9 - 2 1 5 , ( 5 0 1 - 5 6 1 - 8 2 i l )
V I C E - l ) R L S l D l i N l - J o h n H o d k i n . J r . , 5 0 6 G o r d o n S t , N L i t d e R o c k A R T 2 l l T ( 5 0 1 , 9 4 5 - 2 1 2 1 , /
TRl lASlJRl iR - Walter l l .  Walker.8,123 l . inda I-n.  Li t l le Rock Alt  72227-5983 (501-225-0826)
S!g&L!!Bl -  Caftne Suc Schafcr,  l0 l  lhayer St.  L. i t le Rock AR 72205-5951 (501-i7l-0014)
EQlf lE -  Kcn Ziescnbein. l02l  Claycur Ci. .  N Li t t le Rock AR 721 16,3728 (501,758-1310)
NI{ l lS l ) l l { l lC lOR --Jl In Aenneit .  1002 South l ,esl ic Sl .  Stul lgal  AR 72160 (870)-67i-6751)
P l l o r o G r t A r r  H { - J o h n c . J o n c s , r l T c o t t o n $ o o d . s h c r w o o d A R T 2 l 2 0 - 4 0 1 r ( 5 0 1 - 8 1 5 - 3 7 2 9 )
l l t l P  A D V l r l t l l S I N ( ;  D a ! i d  l ' .  I l o g e . 3 T z l l d l e w i l d . N L i l t l c l l o c k A R T z l l 6 ( 5 0 1  7 7 1  1 0 2 5 )
E ! \ l l l l { - l ( o h i r  l h o r r r a s .  l 0 e 0 s l t i l e r c r c s r D r i / 2 6 . 1 . i [ l c R o c k A l t 7 2 2 l z - 1 4 1 2
BOARI) 9')  -  Srrnlc\  $ o/cncral i .  108 N l)r lnr.  I -1! le Rock AR 72205 (501 66.1 l l0 l)
l l o A R I ) - 0 0  ( i L n (  l l u l l . l l 5 0 7 l :  W r s h i n g t u n  r r l l .  N o n h  I  i ( l c  R o c k  A R  7 : 1 1 . 1 , ( 1 1 5 5  ( 5 0 1 - 9 1 5 - 7 1 8 a ) )
L l o \ R I )  l J l  I o n r s h o o k .  l l l 6 , ^ l b c d a I ) r  l . i l l l c  l t o c l ,  A R  7 2 2 1 7  1 9 0 2  ( 5 0 1 - 1 2 5 ' 8 9 5 5 )
l l ( )r \ l t l )  l ) l  l l i  l l l r i lc] .8l1lJ I tcymcrc I)r . l . i l t lc l tocl i  Al{  72217 1944 (501-224-6818)

' f l lL ncx( nrecri s ol lhc Arkansas Railfoad Club wil l  he hcld on StINI)AY. Jt iNtl I . l  at our usual sito, thc Mcfcanli lc
I l iurk(nr N{f ln Suoer iD N(n1h l- i t t le l iock. just across lbc street l foft thc Riverfr{nrt I l i l (nr. ' l ' inre wil l  bc 2 p.nr. lhc
progfrnr wil l  bc givelr bf JOIIN JONES on lr is various Amtrak f ips the past year.

NEIV NIENIBERS: I lerb Prcul, HC63, Box 194, Clinton AR 72031, 501-745-2913; Joscph A. wcbb. 19773 Cr),stal
Roct Drive, Cernlnlown M D 20874. 30l,-428-933'l  .  (Mr. Webb was the f irst one who.ioincd our club by l  inding our
si lc (nr l l ls lnlcrnel)

O!:R l){TI.IRNUT lfEl} PAG!l As a fcmindcr, I  i lm pcrsoDally hostirg a si le lbr our club on lhc InlerDct, which has
rlre !urrenr is\uc ol lhc Ruilf tnkltr oi i t ,  plus any announcernents. This doesn'! cost the club ylhing. l  he nddfcssl
l)L!!:  / i !W!. rc!c(Jl l l  corr/ - kon. z.rw/wcathcr/trains/road.htrnl

. 'UNE Il lR'I HDAYSi l  l lOMAS E. TOWNSEND, M.. D. (6/0i l);  GENE H ULL (6/08); JAMES E I IOLLLY (6/ l0lr
CI-I)RCI.l  r l  wALKllR ((t12)r RUSS IIARRISON (6/19): I)AVID P HOGE (6/23); DAVID A NARRACONC. SR
{6 i  l 3 ) r  NAOMI  I I ( l l . l -  ( 6 /25 ) ;  I )ANIE I -  D  CARTt iR  (d26 ) ;  CURTIS  A ' IERRY (6 /28 ) ;  T l lOMAs  l ,  w l I -BORN
(6110) .

1999 CALENDARS wil l  have 14 black & while photos, and NOT rcpeat thc cover pholo in lhe body ol lhe calerdar.
'fhc sevcral I vr talked rc didn l want to use |he cover photo also as a nronlh-picture. Iike we did for lhe i997 calendar,

Also, l ikc last lear. r l) is calendar wil l  have mcmbcr's birthdays printed on the birth date. l t 's the only calendar you
can buy thal has your bifthday on it, so plan to stock up! (Birthdays won'l be on the year 2000 calendar). They won t be
ready ur)ril nrid June, wheD we ll slad taking orders. Price will probably be $7 again.

Ihe Ib lk)$ ing is  lbr  thosc who wanr lo  l lnd
cenain railroad-related ilems, mlormahon,
or wanl to scll or trade such rtems with

otherrailfans. we reservc thcrighr to rcfuse
lislings il dcemcd inapproprialc. The
Arkansrs Rrilroad Club is not responsible

fo..nisleading ads.

WANTED -  I IELPI Wherc can |  f ind a
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videotapc of "The Titfield Thmderbolt"
(Ealing Studios, 1952)? "When a branch
railway line is tbreat€ned with closure, the
villagers take it over as a privat€ con€em."
(Halliwell, 3 stars). Conract Bob oswald,
25ll Elizabeth, Fayefteville AR 72701-
3 7 r 0 , 5 0 1 - 5 2 1 - 9 7 1 4

FORSALE- Jack Ro)ce's bcnchlvork. Jack
had 2 piec€s ol  4 'x 6'  plywood nr an "L"
shape layoul over his benchwork. He paid
ovcf$400 for the benchwo& irscl t  Widdcr
Fay Jean wants 10 sell ihc benchwork and
two pl)avood pieces for $150- Therc a.c
picc€s from thc layout which would bc
includcd as a bonus. Please cal l  Fay. lean at
501-228-9853. 501-661-0292 or 501-150-
7779 to nrake an appoinhrcnt to scc it.

FOR SALE - ' rhc ArkaDsas Rai l road
Club's hardbound, 12o-page book called
Railroad Stations and Tiaiw through
,l ens.L\ .t,Id the So thtrdrl is ready for
mai l ing. l l  was wri t ten by Cl i f ton Hul l  wi lh
help fron lom Shook, arnong olher club

members. Kevin DuDaly of White River
Productions did th€ graphic design and
adwork. You can order from Whit€ River
Productions, 24632 Anchor Ave, Bucklin
MO 64611. Cost is $29.95 plus $4.50
postage and handling (total of $34.45 if
you're having it mail€d). Maslercard or
Visa accepted. You can call White River
Productions at 8 I 6-695-4433

FOR SALE ' Janrcs R. Fair's nelv book
The Louisiana Le Atkansas Railway. This
176-page clotbbound bookhas 80 black and
vhile illustrations and covers thc touisiana
& Arkansas Railway from its beginning to
the modcrn era. YOIJ CAN NOW OI{DER
DIRECTLY FROM MR. FAIR. He' l lev€n
autograph it foryou. Cost directly from him
is only S34 plus postage. His address is:
Jarnes R. [air,2804 Northwood Rd, Austin,
T X  7 8 7 0 3 " 1 6 3 0 .  C a l l 5 l 2 - 4 5 1 - 6 1 9 4  o r  5 1 2 -
4?l-3689. James Fair is and has been an
Arkansas Railroad Club member for years.

FOR SALE - Col lector qual i ty Missouri

5

Pacific Power book byJoe Collias. Contact
T. B. Wilson. 19934 Swcetgum Crr #14,
Germantown TN 20874 or cal l  301-601-
07 t2.

WANTED - New menrbers in the Morsc
Telegraph Club, Inc., 6rand Chaptcr.
Chicago, lllinois. Coniact Keith LeBarcn,
G.and S/l'.550 N Grecnfield, Frcepo( ll-
61012 or cal l  815 232-2564 Dues arc Sl0
per year. l hc ncarest loc l chapter to !s is
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, Bi l l  Orr,5812 S
Pitlsburg Avc, Tulsa OK 74115.

WANTED - Stories, photos and other
inlbrnration pc11inent to worncn working on
lhc €ilroad. both non-clerical and clericll.
Thc p€riod of WWII is ofspecial intcrcst.
bul all leads lo employees or their relalives
would bc apprcciared and lbl lowcd up
CoDtact Frrnk Fabian,88?8 55th Court ,
Oak Lawn, I l ,  60453-1249.

RAILROAD ABANDONMENT PROPOSATS

l hc address of the Su rhcc I'ransporlat ion Board is: Office of the Secretary, Case Conlrol Un it, I 92 5 K Strect, Wash inglon
l)C 20423. l 'he STB phonc Durnber for abandonment proccdures (Off ice of Public Services) is: 202-565- 1592. Ifyou coDlf lcl
them, it would be handy 10 use the Docket Numbcrs. Their Web address is: http://www.stb.dot.gov ifyou'd likc the cornplete
listings.

These abandonment proposals have been printed in the Federal Regist€r OR have come directly fronr the Surtace
Tmnsportation Board. They wil lgo i ,r effect uDless one ofthe fol lowing occurs: l)anolfcroff inancialassislanceisreceivudi
2) a request for public rrse ofthe land is received (for instance, rails-to-trails); 3) peiitions to r€opcn the case is filed.
Railroads, before thcy can file these "notices ofexemption under CFR | 152 Subpan F." must cerlify lhat I) Do local lraftic
has moved over the line for at least 2 years; 2) any overhead tramc can be routcd over other lines; 3) no fornlal complaint
filed by a uscr is pending a[d; 4) environmental reports, historic reports, transmittal lclter, newspaper publicalioD. and noticc
to governmental agencics have been met,

VIRGINIA - NORFOLK AND WDSTERN RAILWAY - To abandon 3.34 miles of line
between m.p. CL-13.56 al Dury and m.p. CL-16.90 at Clinchfield Coal, Virgi lr ia. Effective Junc
3, 1998. (STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub No. 200X, d€cided April 23, 1998, served May 4,
1998)

OREGON - PORTLAND & WESTERN RAILROAD, INC - To abandon three segments
of l ine ( l) from m.p.20.05 to m.p. 2l.09, a distance of L04 miles; (2) from m.p. 21.09 to m.p.
2l.26, a distance of0.l7 miles, and (3) from m.p. 21.50 to m.p. 22.0, a distance of0.5 mile, al l
located near Hillsboro, Orcgon. Included are the stations of Merle and Orenco Junction, Oregon.

ARKAIVSAS RAILROADER - LITTLE ROCK CHAPTER NRHS
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Final decision by August 3. 1998. (STB Docket No. AB-541X, no Sub No, decided April 27,
1998, served May 5, 1998)

WISCONSIN - FOX VALLEY & WESTERN LTD - To abandon a line known as thc
Luxemburg-Kewaunee Line extending from m.p. 18.9 near Luxemburg to m.p. 3 5.6 at tbe eDd of
lhe Iine near Kewaunee. a distance of 16.7 miles. lncluded ar€ the stations ofCasco Junclion and
Kewaunee- Final decision by August 3, i998. (STB Docket No. AB-402, Sub No. 5X, decidcd
Apri l27. 1998, scrved May 5. 1998)

VIRGINIA - NORFOLK & Wf,STERN RAILWAY CO. - 1'o abandon a 0.74 rnilc linc
belween ln.p. t ,-0.20 and m.p. L-0.94 iD Lynohburg, VirgiDia. Effectivc June 4, 1998. (STI3
Dockel No. n 8'290. Srrb No. 198X, decided Apri l  21. served May 5, 1998)

VIRGINIA - NOIiFOLK & WESTtrRN RAILWAY CO. - To abandon d 0.14 mile I inc
be twcerS ta t i oD60+00andSta l i on67+56andd iscon t i nue t rackager igh l sove ra l . l 2m i l cCSX
lrack bctrvecn Slalion 0 f64 aDd Slalion 60+00 in Waynesboro, Virginia. Eltcctivc Junc 6. 199{1.
(S' l ' l ]  Dockcl No. AB-290. Sub No. l9lX, decided Apri l  29, served May 6, 1998)

OKLAHOMA - IINSF - l  o abandon 42.80 ,ni les ol l ine between nr.p. 73.60 Dear FairmoDt aDd
m.p. l  l6.40 neaf Cuthfic, Oklahonra, irrcluding the stations of Douglas, Marshall ,  Lovell ,  and
Cresccnt. El lccl ivc June 5. 199E. (STB Docket No. A8-6, Sub No. 379X, decided Apri l  29,
serlcd May 6. 1998)

INItIANA - CENTRAL RAILROAD CO. OF INDIANA - The STB DENIED a pcti t ion by
rhc Ccnlral l tai lrcrd (\)- ol lndiana to ahandor i ts 58-| l l i lc l iDc betweeD CrecDdalc and
Shclbyvi l lc. IDdirna. I)ccidcd May 4. 1998. (This was.iusl a ncws rcleasc, and no Docket No ol-
thL. original aba[donnrenl rcqu€sl rvas Sivcn)

wASl l lNCl ON - SliA LION RAILROAD - 1-o abandon a l ine betwccn the end of the lrne ai
nr.p. 2.70 and m.D. 0.09 in thc l lal lard Distr icl ol Seatt le, a distaDce ofabout 3 ni les. l : inal
decision by AuSusl I  l .  1998. (STB Dockel No- AB-544X. no Sub No., decidcd May 8. 1998.
scNcd  M.y  13 .  1998)

IOWA - IOWA |NTERSIA'I 'E I{AILROAD. LTD. - fo abandon a l ine from m.p. I23.5
near Olley b thc cnd oflhe l irre al m.p. I 14.80 irr Pella, lowa, a distanc€ ofE.70 miles. The
srationofPcllaisicludcd. I: inaldecision by August I l ,  1998. (S' l 'B Docket No. AB-414. Sub
No.2X. decided May 6, 1998. seNcd May 13, 1998)

NORTH CAROLINA - CSX - ]b abandon pan of ils Florencc Servicc Lan€, North End
Subdjvision, exlcnding t ioln Valuation Station 4+30 at Falls l load to Valuation Stal ioD 36+00 at
the end ofthe track near Lad Strect, North Carolina, a distance o10.60 milcs. Final decision by
ALrgust I I ,  1998. (S l-B Docket No. AB-55, Sub No. 562X, dccided May 5, 1998. served May
r3 .  1998)

MASSACHUSETTS - lloSTON & MAINE CORP - fo abandon L82 miles known as the
WatertowD Branoh from m.p 5.85 ([ngineering Station 87+90) to m.p. 7.67 (Engineering Station
184.25) in Middlesex County, Massachusclts. Effective June l l ,  1998. (STB Dockel No.
AB-i2. Sub No. 86X, decid€d May 6, 1998. servcd May 14, 1998)

LOUISIANA - KANSAS CITY SOUTHERN - To abandon 1.70 miles ofl ine between m.p.

NRKANSES RA]-LNOADER - LITTLE RACK CHAPTER NRHS
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46.78 at the Arkansas Louisiana statc l ine ard m.p. 48.,18 about 200 fecl  south olVinc Streel in
Springhi l l .  Louisiana. Effecl ive JuDe 11. I998. (S I  B Dockel No. AB- 103. Sub No. l lX, dccided
lvla) 6.  scrved Ma) 15. 19()8)

OHIO - AKRON BARIJIiI{TON CLUSTIIR RAILWAY CO - To abandon 4.lil rnilcs ol
l ine t lo ln Val l rat ion Stat ioD .110+00 nl  Main Streel 1()  Valual i (nr Slat ior)  65t l+63 ir l  Seiberl ing
Ar cn uc..  Ohio. l j l icct i \c Jt lne 10. lggl i .  (STB Docket No. A l )-19.1X. no Sub No..  dccidcd Mn\
8. l ( )98. scrved l \ l r r"  :  l .  1991t)

KIN1 t ]CKY - PADUCAII & LOIJISVILLI l t^ lLWAY. lNC. To t lbnndon 6.70 D,, ,es
bct\vee'r  m.p. J- 116.6 at Ccntml Ci l )  nnd m.p. J- l l l . i  at  ( i recnvi l le,  Kentuck] aod (o abandorr
6. l4 r i r i lcs of branch l inc knorvn as thc Beech Clfcck l -ead, bctween Crccnvi l le and l ,ond Crccl i .
Kcnlucky. InclLrdcd arc thc stal iors ol  J K Jct aDd l \nrd Crcck. | | inal  dcoision by Au8us1 21.
i  998. (  STB Dockcl No. A l l - ,168. Sub No. 3X. dcc ided Ma1 l1.  serred Ma) 21. l9ql t)

PI iNNSY I,VAN I A -  CON I{A IL -  I  o rbandon {) .42 nr i les o l  !hc Berls Slfcct lnduslf ia l  
' l  

rNcl(
b e l \ ! s c n n . p .  l . 9 8 r n d r n p . 3 . 1 0 i r r 1 h o c i 1 ) , o l l ' h i h d c l p h i r .  l l l l e o l i ! c . l L r n c 2 l . l 9 9 l t . ( S T I I
D o c l c t  N o .  A B - 1 6 7 .  S u t r  N o .  l l 8 l X . d c c i d e d M a r  l 5 . s e n ' c d M a v ? 2 .  1 9 9 8 )

ARKANSAS RAIL NEWS

ROCK ISLAND ARGENTA DEPOT
tt\tt t Littl? Ro.k/ - lhc S5-year old

Argcnla(which wrs rvhat  Nonh L i t t le  Rock
was c i l led hom 1903 to lg  l7)  depot  o l  thc
Rock Island was rcnovatcLl rnd dedicated
May 12. to bc nsed as oilccs for lhc
Shennan Park Community Dcvelopmcnt
Co$. Ihc ArkansAs Railroad Club bad a
work day lhere a icw )ears ago. clearing

away tons ol  t lees rnd brush. lhc cost ol '
renovalion was $300,000, sonre moncy
comins lioln ISTEA lnnds.

Thc slal ion was bui l t  in 19l l  but servcd
pass€ngers only until the late 1920s,
according to Gene Hull. During World War
l, after Camp Pike was buill, lhousands of
soldie.s arived and deparrcd from this
station. A constnrction worker iound
graffiti in the building saying, "Down with

lhc kr iscf .  l l  c loscd lo passc| lgcr{  in  thc
hlc 1 ' ) l { ls  bccrusc thc l {or l  lshnl  h i rd l t !
nr  in  nnd lxrscr  s l r l ion ius l  rcross l lc
Arkansrs I { i !c f  i r )  l . r t l lc  l {ock

Itocl' Islrnd s llfurs ( r,(/r/i Roclk,/
I ra ins uscd lo nrr r  f rs l  lh is  s l r r i , )n .  which
lvns or  rhc Sunbcl t  l - i t r .  o l  thc l toe l  lhcfc
xre no lolgcr rny lrrcks lhere. hllving bccn
trkcn Lrp soor  n l ic . lJ l ion Pxci l i !  ob l l | inc l l
lh lL prn o l  lhc l inc lhn) lgh l - i l l lc  l to !k  i I
thc nrd l t )$()s  lh t  d.pot  i ts ' i l l  conl  iDred ( ,
housc srr rc  l toc l  ls lNnd lLr .c t  i r rs  unl  l
1960.  whcn i l  \ ! rs  rbrn ido.cd.  l l r .  l {oc l (
i rse i l  \v( r1 brnkrut l  aro! r ) r l  1980
t.ltAer\i\ | ),rrt\11tt-l ;d:ti, \hr 

-. 
l1/1),\

h . t )  Ln h, \  (  t i lh) l r t )

A&M I i \ (  ! t ts t0Ns t  o uNt)
/ . \ ) , , { ,1 , / . ,  lhc . \ rkansr \  & \ l rssou' l

Raihodd \ ! i l l  dc l jn i (c l \  .nd i t \  l ) rssr  g. l
cxcu.srons bc lwecn Sfr ingdrLc lnd Ion
S1r l i th  lh is  Nolcn)ber .  l te l i rcd A&M
pfesidenl lbrl tlanDold retired in mid Ma)
and Dudc the aDnouncement xbout thc
excursion trains in Aptil. (Th. Lh,t",t:
New ol Northtert ..lrkdnsat.,lptil 5. l9t)l
ria lbn Lcris ol lh)llsk,L Ten l

FORT SMITH ' I 'ROLLEY 
MI. ]SEUNl

The ] i ) r1 Smith I ro l lcy Museunr is  a l ivc
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and well and open for business. More lhan
100,000 people rid€ the restor€d trolley
each year along its %-mile track in Fort
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Smith. operating hours are Monday
through Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Costs
arc $l adulr, 50 c€nrs children. Call 501-

783-0205 for information.

KCS WORRIES UP
(Hok\kln, Tex^t) - Kansas Cily Soulhem

has been conplaining over the pasi months
about the congestion it encounters in
Houslon caused, il says, by Union Pacilic. ft
takes KCS less than 4 days to run trains
from Canada to Dast Texas, but then it
takes 2 to I days to move through Houston
on UP trackage rights to gel to soulh Texas
and [4cxico via the'l'ex-Mcx Railroad. It
wants the Suriace lransportalion Board to
grant it more righls in the Flouston area and
even to make UP sellit a Houslon yard and
some tracks so it won'l havc to be delayed.

UP CEO Dick Davidson was quoted as
saying about sclling KCS sonresouthTexas
lines. 'To take away a major artcry from a
company like ours lhat handlcs tens of
thorsands ofrai l  cars in and oul ofhere a
year to benefit a small railroad like thal,
really, i1's courterintuitive."

KCS CEO HaYerty (who describ€s his
company as the Southw€st Airlines of the
railroad industry), said in response, "They
can'1 stand it that some upstart has come in
and become competitive in Texas and
Mexico what are they so wonied about?
They ought to be able to just crush us."
(Hou:ton Ctuonicle, Ma! 2,1998 via Dah
Rarr, Jr)

Ha\4 lohg h,ilhelecvonk and olhet slotage
devices last? Here's the latest thinking (i!
aI depends on lw,) the devices are store(t:

Acid-fr€e paper 100-500 years
Egyptian stone tablets 2,200 yearc+

(June I 998 Wired Magazine)

CONGESTION OVER?
According lo an article in rhe April 16"'

Hous ton C hroh ic I e, a lot of UP's congesrion
in th€ Flouston area is gone or grearly
reduced. Some ofthecredit wcnt lo thejoint
dispatching center betwe€n UP and BNSf
at Spring, Arkansas. The paper also said
the past year's congeslion had been "the
worst Amedcan rail crisis of the 20'b
century." UP CEO Dick Davidson w€nt on
a syslen tour rccently,also announcingthat
much of the congcstion was ovet. (l.rorl
Datl Bart. ,Jr. Al.to, the Fott Worth Stul
Telegran Ma! 16 via.lerry Nunn)

CD-ROM
Newspaper
VHS tape
Magnetic tape
Microfilm
Kodachrome slides

5-200 years
l0-20 yesrs
l0-30 years
l0-30 years
l0-500 years
100 years

NOW OKLAHOMA SERVICE?
Amrrak Acting President George

warrington and Oklahoma Senalor Don
Nickles announced on May l9lhat Antrak
s€rvice to Oklahoma would probably
resume in the spring of 1999, aft€r March
31. Nickles secured $23 million in tunding
for the project fiom lhe Tax Relief Act of
1997, which gave Amtrak $2.3 bi l l ion over
a few years- Routes considcred are:
Oklahoma City-Tulsa-Kansas Ci lY;
oklahoma City-Tulsa-St. Lotis; Oklahoma
City-Fon Worth; or Oklahoma CitY-
NeMon, Kansas. i?,1s4 t/orld, May 19,ria

f,1G'' CROSSING COLLISION
(Round Rock, ferat, - The nonhbound

Texas Eagle hit a garbage truck on a
private crossing near Round Rock, Te"\as on

May 5, just afler it left Austin. Both the
lead locomotives demiled as did seven
Superliner cars. Only minor injuries
occurred to seven Amtmk passengers (there
were 104 on board), but th€ truck driver
died. The cause was obviously failure to
yield, but it was not clearwhetherthe truck
was stuck on the tracks or simply tried to
beat the lrain. Consisl of#22 was: Genesis
Engines 95, ?7, baggage 1712, trans-dorm
3 9008, sleepers 32024, 12092. diner 3 803 5,
lounge 33014, smokcr-coach 31533, coach
34014 and l0 express cars..

HOT SPRINCS BUS
(Hot Sp,nss, A*ansas) - The Hot

Springs Thruway bus will begin service
June L A dedicated bus or van will operate
to and fiom Malvem and Hol Springs to
connect witb Amtrak Train #22, lhe

nonhbound tagle. This will be a dedicated
schedule. Southbound travelers will use
existing shultl€ service, generally running
from the Little Rock airportto Hot Sprangs.

OLDtrST ACTIVE STATION IN
FLORIDA

(TalLahassee, Fbrida) - The Tallahass€e
tuntrak dcpol, serving the ̂ tr^"/s, is thc
oldest active passenger stalion in Florida.
being bui l t in 1858. ' t leold Seaboard Coasl
Line depot has kept the Navy stocked on
turpentine, ushcred off young men d€stin€d
for the beaches of Normandy, may even
have hidden a Rebel powef k€g or two.
Railroadingwas inTallahasseeeven befo.c
the depot was buih, the first line beingbuill
in 1837 running 2l m;les b€tween
Tallahassee and St. Mark. By 1860, the
lin€ shipped 16,600 bales ofcotton. It has
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been plac€d on the National Register of
llisrotic Plzces. (Ialtahassee Denocrat,

ALTOONA, PENNSYLVANIA - June 1 8"
21, 1998 - The Railroad Heritage
Confercnce, featuring "The Raihoad in
Amedcan Life." This will be h€ld at Perur
State, Altoona, and includ€s many l€ctures
and tours, including talks on dining on
tmins, tours of the Altoona Coffail
locomotive shops, tours of Horseshoe
Curve, lecture on "Rails to Roads," lecture
on raihoad stations, lecture on the history
of honrs and whistles, plus many others.
The 4-day €vent packag€ includes all meals,
lodging and materials: cost for single

occupancy is $490 per person. Send in by
June I tor Penn State Altoona Continuing
Education, 3000 lryside Park, Altoona PA
16601-3760, or call William Curley at 814-
949"504-8 (wgc2@psu.edu). They will also
send you brocburcs,

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS - June 27,
1998 - l8'" Annual Show and Sale at
Robinson Center, Little Rock. lt wiu run
from 9 a.m. ro 3 p.m. Adults $3.00,
Chi ldren under l2 free. Cal l50l-663-8901

for d€tails.

WATERLOO, IOWA - August 13,16.
1998 - l9 '"  Annual Meetjng ofthe l l l inois
Central H istorical Society. This will be held
at the Waterloo Holiday Inn Convenlion
Center,205 West4'" Slrecl ffon 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Fre€ admission. D€al€r lables $30.
Contact Mark L. Mill€r, lll Scolt St,
M ion IL 62959-7102 or cau 618-997-
5788 evcnings.

WHAT IF?

The following article was found by Gene Hull in an old Arkansas Gazelre article he fo$nd at the library in Little Rock:

The Hot Springs Inclined Railway Company, notice ofwhose formation was given in Sunday's Gazslta, was
incorporated yesterday. The company proposes to construct, marag€ arrd op€raxe an inclined railway upon the West
Mounlain ofthe Hot Sprirgs Reservation, in accordance with the rights grant€d to Ceo. W. Baxt€r by an act ofCongress;
also to erect and maintain a "casino" and park grounds on top ofthe mountain, to embrace an observatory, hotel, restauranl
and theater for the eDtertainment ofguests. Capital stock ofthe company is $300,000, ofwhich $1,200 has been subscribed
by rhe following incorporators: Samuel W. Fordyce, B. F. Buzzard, B€nj. F. Small, Geo W. Baxter, and w. C. Mflurice.
Geo. W. Baxter is Presidenl, W. G. Maurice, Secr€tary and B. F. Small, Treasurer ofthe company.

A'so. Mr. Hull fourd tbis article:

Arkansas Gazette, 5 February 1886: COMPLETION OF A 'FRISCO BRIDGE

At 3 o'clock Tu€sday afternoon, the dmw span ofthe St. Louis and San Francisco bridge at Van Burer, Ark, was
connected, and the structure will be ready for trains within a week, giving the 'Frisco a continuous Iine from St. I-ouis to For
Smith and affording the company r€lieffrom the use ofthe boats ofthe Little Rock and Fort Smith ferry, thus facilitatiDg its
business. The bridge consists ofone draw-span of390 feet, three fixed spans of256 feet each, and lour fixed spans of 165
feel each, r€sting upon ten stone piers. It was built by the Union Bridge Company ofNew York at a cost of$500,000, and
work on the structures was commenced April l, I885.
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t980 1996
'fotal Railroads 250 543

Nurrrbcr ofClass I 's 27 9

Class I percent oftotal 98 9 l

C l lss I mileage/ u o of totcl 94 89

Class I cmployccs/ 'Zo oftotal 92 73
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Follou'iug are sonre interesting railroad statistics as pinted in the April2, 1998 Dallas Mo,rrirg rvclrr and sont to
Ihe llctilroader by Dan Ban. Jr. ofFloustonl

Class I railroads as of 1998: l lNSF, Conrail. CSX, Grand'Irunk Wesrerr/CN. IC. KCS. NS. tjp

How Intercity l 'rcight Moved in 1996:

Ii.ailroads 40%
'lrrtcks 

27.7%
(ireat l,akos shipping 2.7%
I{ivcr and Canals l l . '1t|b
Oil Pipclincs l '1. '7%
Airylancs 0.4'Y.

NAPOLEON: A RAIL TOWN?
By: Lynn N. Gainas, Jr.

n lhursdry. l .eb'rary 19, 199{t .  thc Del la R^dio Nelwork (serving soulhcast Arkansrs) aircd 0 pancl
discussion aboul lhc town olNapoleon. Arkansf ls.  which was rvashed away int()  the Mississippi I { ivef al)oul
1868'1869. 

' l  
he pancl mcnrbcrs wcrc Desha Counly Judge Mart in MclJh oy. Pinc Ll lul l  Histof i f lns Dr\  c

Wall i \  rnd I Iddy Dcan.
Durirg their  discussion. W0l laco mentioncd lhat a nrap ofNapoleon showcd a slrccl  n: iDred Rai l road. ' fhc judgc

indicatcd thal lherc wcre reports fiom huntcrs and odrcrs in thc arcn that al one poinl railroad tics co ld bc scen proliudjng
lionr the rivcr bank. at a lcvel aboul twenty feel bclow the gradc. Also, soDre railroad iron had been recovcred fiom thc ilrea
ofdrc old torvnsi tc.  and is in Ihc possession ofa lady rvho l ivcs in Dcsha Counly.  Was this a local rai l road serviDg thc
Napolcon arca, or was i t  possibly a "proposed" rai l road, lvhich was to connect with the 'proposcd" rai l road, thc iv l jssissippi.
Ouachi la and l ted River I{R' l

' fhc MO&RR \\  as to have run f iorr  Caincs l ,andingoDthcMississippi Riverto Fulton (near Te\arkana) on the Red
Rivcr. I)uriDg coDstruction, the starting point was changod liom Gaines' Landing to Ferguson's LandiDg (near thc prcsent
lorvn ofArkansas City). 

'l 
he story ofrhis [cver complcted railroad is told in Chapter I ofClifton E. ]lull's .Srr,.r/t?c

Railrouds of Arkunsas. "
(My own guess is that the Napoleon railroad was used to convey goods to aDd from steamboals to warehouscs, and

was probably rnulc powered. This would have becn a practioal way to get hearT goods across towD over muddy roads.)
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I ollo\\ing is a diary ofjobs and history of club nlember David Phillips, u,ritten Fcbruary 28. I 998 in El
Itcno. Oklahoma spccifically for the lriar?.ras Railrt)adcr.lt could be sub-litled: 'lhe 

Scdle'l'cst Cat.Thst Ne\.cr
1,r/7,'1./c (Please sec the photo on the previous page)

I was boro Augusl 3 I . 1924 in Pulaski County in the area around Jacksonville Air For ce Basc. I $€nt to
school and workccl ir1 this arca unti l  1944. Duc to a hcart ai lment. during World War II  I  servcd my country b!
\ lorking in the near-h) ordiDance plan1.

On Novenrbcr 2 I , 1945. I took my first lrain ridc from Littlc Rock. Arkansas lo F orcsl Cil). Arkansas. Nl]
l i rst job on the lai l toad was with t lrc l{ock Island Steel Bl idge Crcw as a r iveler's h0lper. I  h0lpcd therr conplctc
\\!rk on thc S1. Irrancis Rivcr l lr idge. lhen theiob mov0d 1o Apaohe, Oklahomajust bcforc Christ l 'nas.

Alier scvcfal morc.jobs I was prcmotcd to rivetcr in 1946 at Union, Missouri. In 1948 r,r,c werc assignccl
thc job ol roinlbfcing the thrce hLrmpback span bridgcs over thc ArkaDsas I l iver in l , i t t le l{ock. I  don't rccall  doing
iuy oflhc work on thc bridgc's turn span.

!\'hilc r',c s'crc rvorking orr this.iob. I was nraflicd to my wife of 50 ycars orr April 3. | 948. Wc spenl our
honcymoon in thc heauti l i r l  town oI I lot Springs. Sincc thcn. thc Lord has blcssed us with ] chi ldrcn and 7
gmndchildrcn.

In 19J9. I \ irs pK)nrotcd oncc a8,ain to stcam anci pi lc drivcr opcrator' .  We nx)\ 'cd 1{) l . : l  l lcno. Oklahonra in
1q60. lrfonr thefc I was givcn the rcsponsibi l i ty ol 'assisldnt foreman. In 1967, in orclcr to bc wilh my l 'arni ly nrorc
cluc to thc dccl inc in passcngcr tfains and steel bf idgc.iobs being rnostly in I l l inois, I  was trarlslcrrcd to thc l l&lI
(;rnlts \vhich ucrc in Oklahoma. I rvas a B&B hclper and a top ratc reliefdicsel pile driver opcrator. Allcr thrcc

)clrs l  w s pronr)tcd to thc posit ion ofscalc inspcclor on March 16, 1970.
Late that ]-crf thcfc was 1o bc a birth that wolr ld cl lect my l i l t  in a way I would havc novcr cxpcctcd. l  hc

bah\'\\!s born 11 Mnxson ( orporation in St. Paul, Minnesota and was thc lirst factory scalc test car (lthoto on
previ{rus page). ln was 46 lcct long and had its own nrotor and hydraulic iack to test standard scalcs. I ts'  scrial
nuDrbcr wirs It  I  95I l t  I  and it  was painte d Rock Island rcd. A prototype scalc was pluce d in l iont ol t l lc 13 iddlc yard
oll icc on lcad 14 houl s' ,vitching. I)uc to the lral l lc and l ight scalc, i t  was ou1 ofoornmission nrore thaD i l  wrsn t.
lhis n0\v tcsl car was thc only onc 1o tcst it and other clcctric scalcs thal wcre in usc at that time.

'l 
his tcst cor rcpl.tccd a 7 ibot, 80,000 pound cal that derailcd and was sold as sorap in Lonokc, Arkansrs.

Alicr lhe l lock lsland lcorganizcd as l  he Rock. the tcst car was repainted with " l 'Hl ROCK's" ne w bluc colot '
lund logo. but kcpt lhc sar)c scrial nulnber.

' lhc 
tcst crr and I sccnlcd to bc.ioined 11 the hip, Ibr whcn The Rock f inal ly dicd, thc l 'brl  Wo h &

I)cnver l laihoad pulchascd thc tcsl car (now knou'n as l ;WD780 ald paintcd red) and they hircd mc to opcratc i t .
I nroYcd wilh nry wilc to lbrt Worth and \rorkcd lor lhcnr lbr two years until the FW&D mergcd $'ith lhc

l lurl ingl{n No hcrr. who also acqLrired my test car. From Fort Worth my wife and I were moved to ( l i l lelte,

Wyonling. l'he lcst car went. too. and was painted ycllow with thc serial number BN979026. Al1er 2 ycars 1hc tcst

car and I were scparatcd. but not forcvcr. In 1984 my wife and I movcd liom Gilletlc when I was givcn thc

nosil ion of u&B supervisor in McCook, Ncbraska. But, I  was to check scales parFtime using my good l i iend thc

tcsl car,
All ofthis lvas to say that I lbllowed this test car. or it followed mc, tltough lbur logos and sixtcen years. I

relircd on .luly llJ. 1986 and moved back to El Reno, Oklahoma where most ofmy children still live ncarby
Sincc my rclirenent I have become a world travcler, joining the Baptist Builders Assooiation and helpirg

build church buildings all ovcr the United States, Brazil, Peru and Angola. Since leaving thc railroad, I have

cnjoyed my family and retiremenl.

(you can correspond vith David Phillips by v'riting 2504 Fedderson Drive, El Reno, OK 73036 or call 105-262'

6115)
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Nonth#East

MEmpnrs on Sr. Louls.
l! Prllo.n SteDtnsc.r. dd Obr.n on
y..db!t6 Rccttntng Ch.tr C.r! {Sotr Fr),
lr|!l.g C.6 (Mat! r L onr.),

Thts rs the Short and 0uick tine

HOURS ARE SAVED
By purchaslng your Tlckets vla thls Route.

For llith.r Iniormlt|on, .ppty b nskt Aaltrt ol
corretlng llnc!, or to

E. O. GRIFFIIq, Southwestem pass'r Agent,
SAII AITTONIO. TTX.

a. w. SulUvaN,

H. C. towt{sEttD,

P . I J . M o s e l e y
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RAILCAMP 1998
hosred by

National Railway Historical Society

in cooperation with the
National Park Service

Steamtown National Historic Site

with assistance from
University of Scranton

Scranton. Pennsvlvania
July 19-25, 1998

A reservation fonn may be had through the local chapter of the National
cal Society, or by writing: RAILCAIT,IP 1998, NATIONAL MILIAY HISTORICAL
58547, PHITADELPNIA, PA 19102-8547. Telephone requests may be nade to
FAX to 2 l5-557-6740.

The Nat ional  Rai ' lway His tor ica l  Soc iety ,  in  coopera on wi th  the Nat ional  park  Serv ice,
Steamtown Nat ional  His tor ic  S i te ,  announces Rai icamp 1998,  an exc i t ing p i lo t  pro ject  

- '

des igned. to .prov ide background. in  ra i l  h is tory  preservat . jon,  ra i l road-o ierat i i lns-and
transpor ta t ion career  oppor tun i t ies  to  h igh school  s tudents  f ron the 9th through l2 th
grades.  Th is  week- long canp wi l l  prov ide the forun for  teenagers wi th  s imi lar - in terests
to  learn about  the fasc inat ing ra i l  h is tory  movement ,  whi te  a i  the same t ime shar ing
thnsF idpas wi th  the i r  Deers f rom around the Uni ted States.
Counse'lors for this week-'long activity will come fron the ranks of the l{ational Rail}rav
His tor ica l  Soc iety ,  founded in  1935,  cons is t ing of  nore than l7 ,OOO nembers in  some l7 i
chapters  throughout  the Uni ted States,  Canada and the Uni ted Kingdom. Inst ructors  wi l l
be llational Park Service rangers at the wel'l-knorn Steamtown National Historic Site,
ass i s ted by NRHS volunteers.
At tendees wi l l  be housed in  domi tor ies of  the Univers i ty  o f  Scranton,  a  Jesui t  un iver-
sity located in dolrntown Scranton, PA. Steamtown, which is a short distance away, is
housed in  the forner  large repai r  complex of  the ex-Delaware,  Lackawanna E este in  Rai l -
road.  Meals  vJ i l l_be prov ided in  the Univers i ty 's  d in ing fac i l i t ies  each day of  the camp,
and counse ' lors  wi l l  be on s i te  24 hours da i ly .  Af ter -hours soc ia l  act iv i t i ;s  are to
include a Scranton/li ': lkes-Bdrre Red Barons Tiiple-A minor league baseball game and a
coal  n ine tour ,
Tui t ion for  Rai lcaf lp  1998 is  $495 per  s tudent ,  and inc ludes lodging and neals  throughout
the camp, as well as student materials needed in conjunction vriih ihe activities of-
Rai  lcarnp 1998.
Students are responsible for their transportation to and from Scranton. Detailed infor-
nation form will be provided in advance for attendees, and Dick-uo and droD-off will be
coord inated for  ! lo :g  ar r iv ing at  f l i l kes-Barre/scranton In t ; rnat . ibnal  A i rp ; r t ,  which is
served by Del ta  A i r l ines and US Ai rways connect ions.  p ickups can a lso be ar ranged for
those who choose to travel via Greyhound or li lartz Trailways buses to Scranton. 

-

Rai  lway Hi  s tor i  -
SOCIETY, PO BOX
215-557-6606, or

Join us in Scranton, PA for an exciting week and learn about Anerlcan rail heritage!





ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM

[ ]_Membership rcnewal [ ] New Member [ ] Change ofAddress I I Information update
(See dues information at bottom ofthis shce0

Scnd membership renewal, application, change ofaddress, etc. to:
Arkansas Railroad Ctub

PO Box 9151
North Little Rock AR 72119
501-758-1 340 (phone/fax)
c-mail: ken.z.rw@ix.netcom.com

Plcase fill out the following questions after checking the appropriate box above.

Date: Your birthday (optional - no year needed)

twlE

Narrre : ( last)

Address:

first) (init)

( l i ly: State _ Zip

c-nrailaddress:

l)lcasc chcck thc appropriarc boxcs below (no nced to ifyou did this alrcady)):

I)h(nrc: (_)

Intcrcsts: l iarly Stean Era: I I
l]arly l)iescl Era: [ ] Conremporary: [ ] Excursions: [ ]
Ilistory: [ ] Models: [ ] photograhpy: I I Artil'acrs: [ ]

Ilailroad of interest: Missouri Pacific: [ ] Rock Island: [ ] Kansas City Sourhernl
Co on Belr: [ ] Amtrak: I J M&NA: [ ] Frisco: [ ] Southern pacific: I

Late Steam Flra: [ ] Train chasingr I I

IJnion Pacilic: I I Burlington-Northern: | ] Shortline (specifu)

t l
I

I I Orher (specify)

Othcr comments:

Membership dues information:
Mcnrbership: $20.00 per ycar, Arkansas Railroad Club only; $37.00 per year ifyoujoin or renew

Narional Railway Historical society membership through our club. Dues are payable/due by January I of
cach year. If we don't have your dues by March l, you will be dropped from the mernbership rolls.

Membership in thc Arkansas Railroad Club entitles you to a membership card and the monthly
ARKANSAS RAILROADTR newsletter. Meetings are held monthly, except December, on the second
sunday ofthe month. we usually meet at 2 p.m. in the Mercantile Bank main building on Main street in
North Liftle Rock, just north of the Arkansas River. Interesting programs are presented each month and
refreshments (cookies, sandwiches) are served. We are a non-profit organization and member ofthe
NRHS. Officers are listed in each newsletter.


