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IN THIS ISSUE: LATE AMTRAK NEWS:
Mike Adams remembers the old time Bill Pollard reported at the
"0p fist". May meeting, the cautious opti-

John Martin reports on the intro- mism of the delegation from
duction of new equipment on Amtrak's Arkansas who campaigned in Wash-

"Inter American". ington for the continued govern-
Flug regular features...Motive ment support of Amtrak,

Power News, and we look back on

railroad events of the past. SPECIAL REQUEST:

JUNE MEETING: As noted in last month's issue,

rlans are going forward to add
The June meeting will be held on one or twomges of photographs to

the second Sunday in June,at the the Arkansas Railroader. If
Missouri-Pacific building in North  nothing unexpected happens, this
Little Rock ( 14 June). Time is, should occur in the July or August
ag usual 2 pm, issue.

The speaker was re-scheduled from Fhotographs of all kinds are
the May meeting, Mr. Fernandez of needed for use in the Arkansas
the Electromotive Division of Railroader. Of especially great
General Motors. He was regretably interest are older pictures,
unable to attend the May meeting. inecluding almost any steam and

Also don't forget the additional  early diesel. Also needed are
meeting of the club to work on the recent photographs to illustrate
clubhouse and railraocd cars. See continuing features. Fhotographs
May Arkansas Railroader for details. submitted can be returned if re-

quested, as copy facilities are
avaliable,




ANTRAK NOTES:
First note, Amtreck is spelled
correctly..... hopefully for good.
John Martin reports the super-

liner cquipme t arrived on the Int-

er Americe: or: 2& April 1981. The
rezular consist is:

F40ph locomotives

Superlii. er slecper

Superli: er full diner

Baggage coach ( superlinar)
Superliner coach

superliner Snack Coach
Superliner Ba.-age coach.
John add-s additional coaches may
be added 25 rsauired. For infor-
mation, thc consist of the last
Haritage/Amfleet run was:

F4Cph locomotives # 242 & 255
"Baggabe car # 1167

Slceper ( Heritage fleet) 268%
AmDiner/Lounge /' 23304

Heritage Coach # 4741

AmCoach # Z154%

AmCafe #20046

AmCoach # 21832

N e s

The inaugural consist of Superliner

service was:

F40ph # 359 & 3860
Sleseper # 32050

Liner # 38009

Baggabe Coach # 31032
Coach # 34046

Coach # 34025

Baggage Coach # 31026

The Superli.er equipment 1s des-
igned for long-distance service.
It has large windows, and is room-
ey, It iss 't at all 1like the air-
plane type accomodations oi: the
AmFlzet ecgulpme-t, which was in-
tended for use o- the "MNortheast
Corrider".

Also from John kartin, is the
note that the disconstinuarc: of
the North Star (trzins # 9 & #10)
bztwe=n Finneapolis/S8t. Faul and
Duluth have heen funded until at
least 31 tay. After that time the
continued operation of the trains
is conti. gent upor aaditional
fundirg.

FOTIVE POWFR NEWS:

Lill Pollard ingquired about an
ex=-Cheswich & Harmar #7, a

GL off-center cab ex U.S. Arnmy
#7503. This diesel is reported
to have been ld to someone in
Arkansas. If anyone knows the
location, or details of this unit
the informstior would be most
welcome.

Also form Bill Pgollard, the
Little Rock and Wests=r~ has sev-
eral rew ( rebuilt) GP-Y9's on the
way to replacs the CGN&W #305 and
#307. Reports irdicate, that
durirg a meeting of the Little
Rock "Riverfest" committee, an
employee of the LRE&W stated they
would have new, freshly peinted
power ir the event Amtrak does
supply the four cars wanted for
g shuttle run betweer Murray Park
ana the old Razorback drive-in
theater. '

Th: PMissouri Pacific still is

_the scene of action for ldas of

forign power.

Also rerorted, but not confirm=d
is the order by the MoP -of SO
3500 h.p. SD-50 diesel {nits fiom
E¥MD. If anyone has further info
oin this order please letc me krow,
No other details of the order are
kiown at this time.

SOUTHY RN STEAM FXCURSIOMI:

The steam excursion wras plenned
for 2 & 3 May 81, but weas run with
two Southern GP-30's ratther than
the 4501. At the last mpirute the
4501 developed mechaniccil prob-
lems, and was replaced bey SR #s
2€10 and 2%25%. The diecsels were
very attractive, clean ssnd in
fresh peint..... Southerm was
clearly doirg it's best to make
up for the absence of thea& steem
powsar. ;




OF PENS Adb IoX A BLOTTLRS AL D
SUCH.... DBV Ww.ii. liike Adams

In his "Our Town" colum.i in the
Arkansas Gazetto, RHichard Allin fre
quently bemoans the almost universal
use o0f the ball-point pen, and the
disappeara:..ce from use, and iec-
essity of the ordinary blotter.

To this I might add the increasing
use of the so-called felt tip or
soft point pen, ai:¢ other suistitu-
tes for the old-time fountain per,
or for that matter, the even more
archalc steel pe. point firmly
shankKed in a woodern: shaft, ard
rurled by frequeirt dips in a heavy
moulded glass ink well. In any
event the writirpgs of Richard have
brought back memories of the use of
peris and ink, and blotters on the
reilroads.

The first memory dredyed up from
the mire, and muck of the past is
that of the late Charles F. "Uncle
bud" Emrich who at the time I ent-
ered the se~rvice of the Missouri-
Pacific just after Wworld War II was
the assista t general yardmaster at
North Little Rock. Switch sha.ty
+08s8ip had it that Uncle Bud was
- water boy on the Ffirst track gang
laying ste=l out of Argenta on the
old Cairo a: d Fulteon. This was a
daestardly lie..... Uncle Bud did'nt
eitter service until 1894, and then
as a yard clerk. The AGYM at North
Little Rock in those uneinilightenied
days was strictly an office nan.
The GYM stayed out on the sround
" knawing on engine foreme:, and
hostlers, while the AuGYik kept a
runni ¢ record in a large ledger
book of all activities of the termi-
nal, He worked closely with the
chief dispatcher, ard kept every-
body advised of trains erroute,
trains to pbe called..... ana just
what we @ were expected to do with
all trains., He also kept a stack
of train orders on his desk for
engiue forenmen, ana hostlers, orders
which gave these hired hands the

the time on first class trains
to ei able them to stay out of the
way. ©Bud used the old company
issue steel spercerian pen point
with wooder stock, ard the indel-
ible ink issued by the company in
one quart bottles made of an
opaque, vitereous material. FHe
eschewed the company issue blott-
er, and every morning when he hit
the office..... with a bang, I
mirht add.... he grabbed up three
or four blank scale tickets from
the file room. These were pre-
printed forms sbout 1% X 3 inches
and the last copy was of a soft
cardboard about the consistency of
ordinary blotting paper. This
is all Bud would use, thz three
or four tickets would last him
all dey. Now I have used, out of
necessity, those damnasble steel
peng, and never aid conguer them.
Bud did..... he wrote a beautiful
hard, and I orly wish I had pre-
served some of those o0ld records
he made. Uncle Bud finelly re-
tired after well over half a cen-
tury of service and, as I recall
lived exactly oine monthl

One of the most repeated lege~
nds of old-time railroading is
that the telegraph operator-dis-
rcatcher wrote a beautiful, flowing
loopirg script, commorly known as
"op fist". For the most part this
was true, and I can recall many
old-timers with a beautiful, gra-
ceful handwriting. I can 2lso
recall many whose handwriting
even before it was blotted, would
defy the best efforts of a Rhodes
scolar to decipher. As a matter
of fact I kiew several that didr't
write a2t all....they printed. Ted
Potter, Sr., long time dispatcher
ot the Joplin-white Riwver Division
printed everything, as did his son
Ted Jr., who followed i#n his fat-
hers footsteps as operator, and
dispatcher o1 the same Division.
Ther Mr. William A. Anderson, of
whom I have had so much to say




the years, always printed, and =&
more beautiful example of calli,ra-
Phy you .iever saw, Iin former days
the traii shect was required to be
kept ir dimcelible ink. As mer.tion-
ea, this evil smellirn; corcoction
was issued by the company in quart
bottles, and was very hard on foun-
tain pe.s. As I remember, most of
the carly day dispatchers used the
steel point, and wooden handle, but
in later yeare dispatchers on the
Arkansas Divisio used the Lster-
brook fouotain pen which had graded
rvplaceable points. They wers rel-
atively i.expensive, aind when corr-
osion finally got the better of
"thesm, they coula be replaced with
no w due [irancial burde:.. As a
matter of fect I carried one myself
for several y.ars, I never learned
to like a ball-point, gna to this
day use a ordinary fountai. pen.
Recalli 'p scine of the veteral dis-
patchers on the Arkansas LDividon I
agspecially remembor Sia Gordon with
a beautiful haudwriting, as well as
Fletcher Neel. Fletcher wrotc a
small neat, very precise, rather
elegant hsend. Jim Sloan, ard Char-
lie Gathi, ;s had readable handwrit-
ing, but Harry Rasf, ard Bob Russell
wrote a sprawling, barely discerni-
ble script. There wers others,...
I can't remember them all.. but a
study of traii shects was a course
i ;zrapholopy.

Your operator/dispatcher, however
agigd not have a monoply on penmanship
and the old-time yard clerks oftimes
turned out handsome,
I can rcall to mind several. Hou
stor Batte for o e, and Ferd Kaczke,
Coy MeCormick, anc Harold Walls, and
for that matter, my father who gra-
cticzd the art for over 47 years,
One thing about your old-time yard
clerk, he learned to write and pra-
cticed his penma. ship under condit-
ions that would have caused most of
your telegraph operators to give up
in disgust. Try checking the weat
Train som~ day when one of those

legible records,.

toed-strangling reins is peati.
down vour collar! 1 worked for
apout five yeers across th= desk
form the late Chester Aldridee in
the old general car foremen's off-
ice in the shops over on Pike Ave,
Chester wrote » beautiful hand ard
usicrg the company issue ink and
pen. I believe he finally did go
the ball-poirt but only because
he had to make so many copies of
various reports. Chester told me
he wes hired as 2 messenger boy by
the late Joseprh P. "Bull" Whaler,
then haster mechanic at lNorth
Littl:: Rock. Chester was hard
pr=ssed to produce a legible hard
but Mr. Whalen told him theat if
he would pratice, and develop a
rassable hasdwriting he would
hire him 2s a clerk. Chester told
ne he used literally ream after
ream of peper until he developed
his handsome permanship. BMr.
Whalen was true to his word, ard
Chester worked for many years as
clerk in the car department, and
when he died was chief clerk to
the shop supertintendert,

They tell the story of Jay
Gould, a2nd his dismal graphic abi-
lity. He had written out a recei-
pt for a fermer alorg the line of
the o0ld broad gauge Erie Railroad
and one day this hayseszd. boarded
the daily locel and, by error pre-
sented this rote to the conductor.
Th- skipper couldn't resad 1t but
recognized Gould's signature so
he carried the rube where he wart-
~d to go, figuring it was a peass
sigred by the old man himself.
This Tarmer wasn't so dumb, he
rod-s the irie at will for several
months urkdil his "free pass" dis-
integrated from overwork.

EDITOE"S NOTE:

lhike Adams contribution to this
issue of the Arkansas Railroader
is very much anpreciszted, especi-
2lly in light of the fact his
writing is very "marketable" els-
ewhere,




MISSOURI-PACIFIC ROSTER 1981

compiled by
Charles W. McDQnald
Combination Road Switchers Switchers

ROAD NUMBERS: MODEL: QUNTY H.P. ROAD #s NODEL: QNTY: H.E.

1530-1554 MP1 5 25 1500 1100-1166 Sw-12 67 1200
1555-1644 GF15-1 90 1500 1175-1199 SwW-12 25 1200
1647 GE-7 1600 1204 SW-7 1 1200
1651,1652 GP-"7 1600 1210-1215 SW-7 7 1200
1656-1662 GE-7 1600 1216-1251 SW-9 36 1200
1664,1669-1673GF-7 1600 1253-1274 sw-12 22 1200
1674-1687 GP-7 2 1600 1275 SW-12m 1 1500
1690,1691 GP-7 1600 1276-1299 sSw-12 24 1200
1693,1694 GP-7 1600  1400-1413 SL-1 14 slug
1698-1710 GF-7 2 1600 1518-1521 SW1500 4 1500
1713-1714 GP-7 1600 e e
1716 Gp-7 1600 Notes:

1718-1723 GP-7 1600

1726-1728 GP~7 1600 Many of the early GF-7s have

1730-1735 GP-7 1600 been traded in on new units.
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1737-1749 GP-7 2 1600 Not all of the lower numbered
1750-1827 GP-9 3 1800 Geeps still exist,

1857-18L49 GP-9 2 1800 SW~-8s have been converted im
1850-1853 GP-18 1800 to SI-1 slugs at Pike Ave in
1878 GF-18 1900 Morth Little Rock.

1€79-1883 GP-18 2000 GP38-2s 2238-2289 are former
1884-1896 GP-18 3 1800 Rock Island numbers 4300-4351,
3900-1994 GP-18 5 1800 Numbers 4500-4537 were re-
2000-2001 GP-28 2000 numbered from 2250-2288, Numb-
2002-2007 GP-38 2000 ers 4600-4649 renumbered from
2009-2237 GF38-2 229 2000 2289-2338,

22538-2330 GP38-2 93 2000 Numbers 6000-6073 have dyna-
2500-2522 GP-35 23 2500 mic brakes.

25242506 GP-38 23 2000

2547-2564 Gp-138 18 2000 Comments and corrections to
2€00--2616 GP-35m 17 2000  this roster are welcome and
2365-2999 U30¢ 35 3000 will be appreciated.

3000-3089 SD-40 90 3000

3090-3321 SDA0-2 232 3000

3500-3529 GP-50 30 3500

L 500-4537 U238 38 2250

L500-4669 B23-7 70 2250

6000-6073 SD40-2¢ 74 3000



Eleven Years Ago:

Railroads were advertising.....
you guessed it....passenger service.
The Milwaukee was seeking inclus-
ion in the proposed merger between
the Rock Island and the Union-
Facifie.

The Norfolk & Western's 1969
annual report predicted merger with
the Chesapeake & Ohio,

The Fenn Central was awaiting
approval from the ICC to discontin-
ue 35 passenger trains. The re-
duest included all passenger ser-
vice west of Buffalo, and Harris-
burg.

Fifteen Years Ago:

General Motors ENMND was advertising
the new SD-45,

The Missouri-Facific opposed the
purchase by the Cotton Belt of
the 22.5 mile Alton & Southern,
Alcoa.

from
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The lMoPac proposed to keep the
line indipendant, and invited
other roads to participate in
the transaction,

The railrcad industry gave ten-
ative support to a proposal by
then President Johnson for a sep-
erate cabimt level department of
transportation.

THIRTY FIVE YEARS AGO:

Railroad Magazine for June 1946
comments™ Are diesels crowding out
steam power? The present trends
favor diesels, but there is no re-
ason to believe steam will ever be
entirely supplanted." ( Note in
1946 diesed was spelled with a
capitol "D")

Does anyone remember the hobo
drawing " Monahan's cat"? The
same issue of "Railroad™ reporis
the cartoon was drawn by Harry
¥ Groves of Chicagoe, ILL. Groves
retired from the-Rio Grande in '
Dec. 1944,




