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IN THIS ISSUEI

l l ike Adams renenbers the old t ine
"Op f i s t  " .

John l{artin reports on the intro-
duction of new equiprnent on AmtralCs
"Inter Anerican ".

Plus regular features. . .Ilotive
Power Newsr and we look back on
rai lroad events of the rast.

JUNE ilEETINGT

The June meeting wil l  be held on
the second Sunday in June,at the
I\'! i ssouri - Pac if ic building in North
L i t t le  Rock  (  t4  , lune) .  T ime is '
as usual 2 pm.

The sDeaker was re-scheduled from
the l lay rneeting, I i r .  Fernandez of
the Electromotive Division of
General Motors. He was regretably
unable to attend the May meeting.

AIso .don ' t  fo rge t  the  add i t iona l
meeting of the club to work on the
clubhouse and rai lraod cars. See
I[ay Arkansas Railroader for detai ls.

c. \ l , .  l icDonald, Editor
2400 McCain Blvd. Apt. tr008
Nor th  L i t t le  Rock , -AR ?2115

LATE AMTRAK IIIEWSI

BifI  Pol lard reported at the
l{ay meeting, the cautious opti-
nism of the delegation frorn
Arkansas who canpaigned in Uash-
ington for the continued govern-
nent support of Antrak.

SPECIAL REQUESTI

As no ted  in  las t  nonthrs  iesue r
plans are going forward to add
one or two 1ages of photographs to
the Arkansas Railroader. I f
nothing unexpected happens, this
should occur j.n the JuIy or Auguet
issue.

Photographs of aI1 kinds are
needed for use in the Arkansas
Railroader. 0f especial ly great
interest are older pictures,
including alnost any steam and
early diesel. Also needed are
recent photographs to i l lustrate
continuing features. Photographs
submitted can be returned if re-
quested, ag copy faci l i t ies are
aval iable.



A i.TllAK r.lOTES :
F i r s t  r ro te ,  Amt rak  i s  sp r l l ea

^ ^ - - a ^ ] -  1 r '  h ^ r \ .  f ' r l  |  \ /  f / r  r "  r y ^ ^ . l
! r ! :  .  .  .

John Iv iart in reports the super-
l i ne r  equ ip rne  t  a r i ved  on  the  In t -
e r  Amer i ca , '  o r :  26  Apr i l  1981 .  The
rcgu la r  cons  j . s t  i s :

2  F4Oph  locomot i vcs
1  Super l i .  e r  s leeper
1  Super l i :  e r  f u lL  d j . nc r
L  Bagga ;e  coa .ch  (  s t rpe r l i n . ) r )
l  Super l i ne r  coach
1  buper l i nc r  Snack  Coach
1  Super l i r re r  Ba i - , ' age  coach .

John add,,s addi t ional  coaches may
be  added  as  r cqu i red .  Fo r  i n fo r -
ma t io l r ,  t hc  cons i s t  o f  t hL=  l as t
IJ i  r i  tag€ /Ar i f  leet run rvas:
F4Oph trocomotlves l f  242 Li  255'  
Eag8abe  ca r  #  1 . IC7
S1€eF ,e r  (  i ; r e r i t age  f l ee t )  2 t j 85
AmDir)er l lounge i r . f  20304
Herl tage Coach l t '  47 4I
Ancoach l l  zLE4a
AmCafe #20046
Arncoach # 2L832
The inaugural  consist  of  Supi ' r l i . r rer
se rv i ce  was :
F4Oph#35€d360
S leeper  l l  32oZO
Diner # 3{3009
Ba-ggabc Coach i l  31032
Coach r# 32104 6
Coach # 34O2F'
Bagga[ i .  Coach # 31O26
.  The  Super l i  r e r  equ lpmen t  l s  des -
i  gr reci  for lo i ] !  -d l  s tarrc d service.
I t  has large windows' and is room-
ey .  I t  i s '  r t  a t  a l l  l 1ke  the  a j - r -
plane ty l ie a-ccomodat lons or the
AmFIee t  equ lpme ' t '  r t h i ch  l vas  i n -
tended  fo r  t t se  o '  t he  r r l l o r theas t

Cor r i c l o r r r .
Also from John i ' iar t in '  ls  thc

note that thar d1sco,: t in\rai :cr  of
the i r :ort i r  Star (  t rains ; t /  9 & #10 )
b, : ' '  twe,:n i / i inneapol i  s /S t  .  PauI ard
Du lu th  have  been . fu rded  un t i . 1  a t
least 31 l , -a, ] r .  After that t lme the
con t tnued  ope ra t l on  o f  t he  t ra ins
is cont i .  f jent upol  aodl t lonal
frurdir-9.

IiOTf VE POt,,liR IJEIvS :

L i l I  Po I l a rd  i nqu i red  abou t  an
ex-Cheswich & Harmar #7, a
G l ,  o f f - cen te r  cab  ex  U .S .  A rny
i+7 r "O3  .  Th i c  d ies r  i  i s  repo r ted
to have been sld to someone in
Arkansas. I f  anyone knows the
loca t i on ,  o r  d r : t a - i l s  o f  t h i s  un i t
the lnformat ion would be nrost
!,re I come .

A l so  fo r rn  t s i1 l  Po l l a rd ,  re
Ll t t lc- ,  f fock and ! /estprr  has sev-
e  ra l  : r e t J  (  rebu i l t )  GP-g ' s  on  th . :
v, 'ay to reFlac. the cN&!i  #3O5 and
#3O7.  Repor t s  i nd i ca te ,  t ha . t
du r i rE  a  mee t ing  o f  t h r :  L l t t l e
Rock  "R ive r fes t r t  comrn i  t  t ee  ,  an
e mployee of the LR&l, /  st 'eted they
would hav,.r  i rew, f reshl3r pai . ted
povrer i |  the eve-nt Amtrak does
supply the four cars wanted for
a shutt le run betweer Murray park
ano  the  o Id  Razorback  d r i ve - i n
th.- ate r .

Th .  i r l l s sou r i  Pac i f i c  s t11 I  i s
the scene 4f ect lon for lG of
for i f rn power.

A l so  repo r ted ,  bu t  no t  cgn f l rmed
is  the  o rde r  by  the  IUop .o f  50
35OO h .p .  SD-5O d iese l  un i t s  f i om
EI{D. f f  anyone has further info
o i r  t h l s  o rde r  p lease  l e t  me  k j . ow .
No other detal ls of  the ord.rr  are
k i  own  a t  t h i s  t lme .

SOUTHI-RN STEAI\i EXCURSTO} 3
The stear excursioyl  v, f . r ,s planned

for 2 & 3 l.{ay 81, but wa.ls run with
t ! , , ro Sout l lern CP-3O I  s ra t :her than
the 45O1 .  At the last  r in i r  ute the
4501 dcveLoped nechanic.r l  prob-
Iems ,  and  v ras  rep laced  b ry  SR #s
2610 and, 2F,25. The die.saels wer^e
very a, t t ract lve, c lean arnd in
f r esh  pa1n t . . . . .  Sou the r : . n  was
c lea r l y  66 i r g  l t r s  b€s t  t o  make
ttp for the absence of th6: steem
powe r .



OF PENS Alllr l' '.lt AliL, riLOTTi.ftS A, IJ
SUCH. . . .  D - t  h . l ! .  l r i ke  Aoams

Irr  his I 'Our Tolrrrrr  co1um,1 ia the
Arka l sas  Gaze t t l ,  R i cha rd  A l l i n  i ' r e
quent ly bemoaris the a- lmost t r i r iversal
use  o f  t he  ba l l - po in t  pe r l  ,  and  the
d isappeara , , ce  f rom use ,  and  l eg -
ess i t y  o f  t he  o rd ina . r y  b lo t te r .
To  th i s  I  r a igh t  ac ld  the  i r i c reas ing
use  o f  t h€  so -caL led  fe l t  t i p  o r
soft  point  pen, a- j  c i  other suDst i tu-
tes  fo r  t he  o ld - t i ne  foun ta in  pen ,
or for that matter,  the even more
a rcha ic  s tee l  pe , '  po in t  f i rm ly
sha ; r ked  i n  a  r roode |  sha f t ,  and
Iuc led  by  f r cque i , t  d lps  i n  a  heavy
mou lqed  g lass  i nk  we l I .  I n  any
eve'r t  the \4r i t i r ,gs of  Richard have
brought ba,cl(  n lenior ies of  the rrse of
perts arrd 1r rk ,  ar ld f r lot ters on the
rai  I  roacis .

The f i rst  nernory drecjsec up from
the  l n i . re ,  a l ro  muck  o f  t he  pas t  i s
tha t  o f  t he  l a te  Char les  F .  r rU r : c le
.i:ucirr iimrlch v',ho a.t the time I errt-
ered the sr"rv ice of  the i ' l issour i-
Pac i f i c  j us t  a f t c - r  l vo r l . d  War  I I  was
the  ass i s ta ,  t  gene raL  ya rdmas te r  a t
North Li t t le Rocl<. Si . r i tch sha.:  ty
l . oss ip  had  i t  t ha t  Unc le  Bud  was
wa te r  boy  on  the  f i r s t  t r ack  gang
Iay ing  s te i : L  ou t  o f  A rp .€n ta  on  the
o ld  Ca i ro  a r  c  Fu l ton .  Th i . s  was  a
das ta rd . l - y  l i e . . . . .  Unc le  Bud  d l d rn t
e l - i t e r  se rv i ce  un t i l  1894 ,  a r rd  then
as a yard c lerk . The AG).IU at .i\orth
L i t t l e  Rock  i r r  t hose  une i : l i gh te r i ed
days  was  s t r i c t l y  a r  o f f i ce  n ran .
The GY-]vl stayed out on the p.round
klawi:..g On errgi,-'e fOrery:er I , anci
host lers,  r i - r . j , Ie the Ar=Yiu kept a
run r r i  g  reco rc l  i n  a  l a rge  l edger
book  o f  a l l  ac t i v i t i es  o f  t he  te rm i -
na l  .  He  ho rkeo  c lose l y  w i th  the
ch ie f  d i spa tche r ,  a r ' d  kep t  eve ry -
body  adv l sed  o f  t ra ins  e r rou te ,
t r a i ns  t o  oe  ca lLed . . . . .  and  j us t
what w(:  weire expJcted to do with
a lL  t ra ins .  L le  a l so  kep t  a  s tac l (
of  t ra in orcLers on hi  s desl(  f  , ) r
( )  D f r i L r€  fo renLer i ,  and  hos t l e rs ,  o rc ie rs
which gave these hired harrcis the

the  t ime  o i i  f i r s t  c l ass  t ra ins
to  e r  a t r l €  t hem to  s tay  ou t  o f  t he
h'a]r .  i : r :d rrsed the old conpany
issue  s tee l  spe fce r iaJ ]  pen  po in t
l , r i t h  wooden  s tock ,  and  the  i nde l -
i b le  i nk  i ssued  by  the  company  i n
one  qua r t  bo t t l es  made  o f  an
opaque ,  v l t e reous  ma te r ia l .  I { e
esche lved  the  conpany  l ssue  b lo t t -
er,  and every r i rorning when he hi t
t he  o f f i ce . . . . .  w l t l ' r  a  bang ,  I
m iFh t  add . . . .  he  g rabbed  u , ' r  t h ree
o r  fou r  b lank  sca le  t i cke ts  f rom
the  f i l e  room.  These  were  p re -
pr inted forms about 1Z x 3 inche's
and  the  l as t  copy  Was  o f  a  so f t
ca rdboard  abou t  t he  cons i s tency  o f
o rd ina ry  b lo t t i ng  paper .  Th i s
i s  a l l  Bud  t : ou ld  use ,  t h :  t h ree
o r  fou r  t i cke ts  wo t r l d  l as t  h im
al l  day .  Nov.,  I  have used ,  out of
necess i t y ,  t hose  damnab le  s tee l
pens ,  and  neve r  < i i d  conquer  then .
lBud  d i d . . . . . he  w ro te  a  beau t i f u l
l r  r  r . r . i  a n r i  T  n . . 1 \ '  L : i  q l i  T  h ^ d  r , r . , 5 -r r c J  v r  o r r s  r  v r . ! J

serveci  son€- of  those old records
he  rnade .  l l nc le  Eud  f i na l l y  re -
t i r ed  a f t c . r  we l l  ove r  ha l f  a  cen -
tu r y  o f  se r v i ce  and ,  as  I  r eca l l
l ived exact ly ol . re mo:, th I

O i re  o f  t he  mos t  repea ted  l ege -
nds  o f  o Id - t lme  ra i l r oad ing  i s
that thc. '  te legraph operator-di  s-
patcher \ , r rote a beaut i fu l  ,  f lor^/ ing .
l oop ing  sc r : i p t ,  common ly  known  as
r rop  f i s t r ' .  Fo r  t he  mos t  Fa r t  t h i s
was  t rue ,  and  f  can  reca l l  many
o Id - t imers  w \ th  a  beau t i f u l  r  g ra -
ce fu l  handwr i t i ng .  I  can  a l so
reca l l  many  whose  ha r )owr i t  j  ng
even  be fo re  l t  was  b lo t ted '  v ro t r l d
de fy  the  bes t  e f fo r t s  o f  a  Rhodes
sco la r  t o  dec iphe r .  As  a  ma t te r
o f  f ac t  I  k r ' ew  seve ra l  t ha t  d idn r t
w r i t e  a t  a l l .  .  .  .  t hey  p r i n ted .  TeC
Po t te r ,  S r . ,  I ong  t ime  d i spa t che r
o r  t he  Jop l i n -wh i te  R ive r  D iv l s ion
p r in ted  eve ry th ing ,  as  d id  h i s  son
Ted  J r . ,  who  fo l l owed  ' . n  h i s  f a - t -
he rs  foo ts teps  as  ope ra to r '  and
d ispa tche r  o i r  t he  same D iv i s ion .
The l l  l . r .  V / i l l i a rn  A .  Anderson '  o f
vrhom I have had so much to say



t he  yea rs ,  a l v /ays  p r i n ted ,  anc i  a
more  beau t i f u l  exan rp le  o f  ca l l i ;  na -
phy you :rever sai , . f  .  I i ' r  forner days
the  t ra i .  shee t  r vas  requ i red  to  be
l c rp t  i '  i , . c l <  I i b l . e  i n l < .  As  me ; . t l o r : -
eo ,  t h i s  ev i l  sme l l i r r i  co : - coc t i on
was issued by the company in quart
bott les,  and l ras very hard on foun-
ta in  pe .  s .  As  I  remember ,  mos t  o f '
t he  ea r l y  day  d i spa tche rs  used  the
s t ( .e l  po i i r t ,  a ; rd  v ;oodcn  ha rd le ,  bu t
i n  l d te r  yea rs  c i i spa tche rs  on  the
Arkansas  D lv i s io  usec i  t he  Ls te r -
b roo l<  fou . ' t a i r )  p .n  r vh i ch  had  g rac i c  d
r, . .pIaceab1e points.  They t ' r t  r - - ,  reI-
a t i ve l y  i ,  expens l ve ,  a i , d  v rhen  co r r -
os io r )  f i na l l v  go t  t he  be t te r  o f
th .m,  the l i  cou lo  be  rep laced  w l th
no u, due f i r  a:rc ial-  burcie,  .  As a-
f l ] a t t e r  o f  f ac t  I  ca r r i ed  one  nyse l f
f o r  seve ra l  y . . ans ,  T  neve r  l ea rned
to  l i ke  a  ba ' . ] l - i r o in t ,  ano  to  th i s
clay use er ordina.ry fountai .  pen.
i1(,caI l i  g soi i le of  thc:  v( , tera1} dis-
patchers on t i r i .  Arkarrsas Divi  SoIr  I
. ' spec ia l l y  re rne rab i  r  S io  Gordon  w i th
a  beau t i f u l  ha i ;d rv r i t i ng ,  as  we l l  as
F le tche r  i i l e  e1 .  I r l e t che  r  w ro tL -  a
sma lL  nea t ,  ve ry  p rec l s ( ' ,  r a the r

" . l egan t  hanu .  j i n ;  S loa ;n ,  a |  d  Char -
I j .e Gathir  ; ,s had readable hanowri t -
i ng ,  bu t  l l a r r y  Ra . : f  ,  a i  d  Bob  Russe I I
\ ^ / ro te  a  sp raw l inE , ,  ba re l y  d i sce rn i -
b l e  sCr l p t .  Thc re  l v r  r r  o th ( r s . , . .
I  can r t  r e rnember  t hem a l l . .  bu t  a
study of  t rai i  shects was a course
i  ; t raF,holo gy.

Your ope ra. tor/  d i  spatcher ,  however
dic i  not have a monoply on penmanshj.p
and  the  o Id - t imr -  ya rd  c le rks  o f t imes
t r l r i l ed  ou t  ha i rdsome ,  l eg ib le  reco rds ,
I  can  r ,  ca - l f  t o  m ind  seve ra l  .  Ho r r
s to i ,  Ba t te  fo r  o ,  e ,  a r i d  Fe rd  Kaczke . ,
Coy  I l cCorn i ck ,  a rd  Haro Id  I r Ja l l s ,  a l i d
for that rnatter,  nry father who pra-
c t i ced  thL '  a r t  f ' o r  ove r  47  y€ . ,a rs ,
One thing about 1r6p1 ol  c i - t ime ya-rd
c le rk ,  he  l ea rned  to  wr i t e  and  p ra -
ct lced his pcnnra, str ip ulrd€-r  corrdi t -
ions that woulc havt causeci  most of
yor l r  te legrai ,h opc'rators to give up
in  d i sgus t .  T ry  check ing  the  l , r ea , t
Train som.'  day whtn one of those

toao -s t ran6 l i ng  ra ins  i s  be  a t i ,
dor.r| l/our col l ar ! I rvorl(ed for
abou t  f i ve  yea rs  ac ross  tha  des l (
f o rn r  t he  l a te  Ches te r  A ld r i dpe  i n
the  o ld  f l . : ne ra l  ca r  f o remanrs  o f f -
i ce  i n  t he  shops  ove r  on  P ike  Ave .
Ches te r  w ro te  a  beau t l f u l  hand  a ' ^o
usia,g the company issuc ink a,nd
p ( ' n .  I  be l i eve  he  f l na l l y  d i d  po
the  ba l l - po i r , t  bu t  on l y  because
he  had  to  mak€  so  many  cop ies  o f
va r lous  repo r t s .  Ches te r  t o ld  rnc .
he  was  h i red  ae  a  messen l :e r  boy  by
the  l a te  Joseph  P .  r rBu l l  

"  i ' J ' ha len ,
thvrr  i \ -aste r  ILrecha,nic at  i \ lor t l r
L i t t l t '  Rock .  Che  s te r  r . / as  ha rd
p rFssed  to  p roduce  a  l eg ib le  ha rd
bu t  I ' ! r .  i dha len  to ld  h im  tha t  l f
he  v , /o l l l d  p ra t i ce ,  and  deve lop  a
passable ha-: ,dwri  t lng he would
i r i r e  h im  e rs  a  c le rk .  Ches te r  t o ld
n ie  he  r i sec i  l i t e ra l l y  rFam a f te r
ream o f  paper  u r i t i l  he  deve loped
h is  ha l l c l son ,e  pe rmansh ip .  I 1 r .
! /haf en wa-s true bo hl  s vrord ,  a i^ d
Chester worked for many years as
c le rk  i n  t he  ca r  depar tmen t ,  and
whcn  he  c l i ed  was  ch ie f  c le rk  to
the  shop  super t i n tenden t .

They  te l l  t he  s to ry  o f  Jay
Cioul d , a,nd hi s di sma I graphi c abi -
I i t y .  I { e  had  wr i t t en  ou t  a  rece i -
pb  fo r  a  fa rn le l  a lo i ' g  t h ,  l i ne  o f
thc  o Id  b road  gauge  Er ie  Ra i l road
and or-re day this ha"yse+d. boarded
the  da i l y  l oca l  and ,  by  e r ro r  p re -
sen ted  th i s  no te  to  the  conduc to r .
Th . : ,  sk ipp€ ) r  cou ldn r t  reed  i t  bu t
r t  cogn lzed  Gou ld rs  s igna tu re  so
he carr ied thr, .  rube r , , 'here he want-
,- .d to lgo, f igur ing i t  lvas a pass
s ig l "ed  by  the  o ld  rnan  h imse l f .
Th i s  f a rmer  r ' Jasn r t  so  dunb ,  he
rod i  t he  l  r i e  a . t  w l l l  f o r  seve ra l
no r r ths  u r t i  I  h i s  r r f ree  pass r r  d i s -
integrat(  d f rom overwork.

ID ITO} { 'S  NOTE:
I . , i ke  Adams con t r l bu t l o r r  t o  t h l s

i"ssue of th(:  Arkansas Rai l roader
i s  v . . r y  much  app rec ie ted ,  espec i -
a l l y  i r r  l i gh t  o f  t h r '  f ac t  h i s
wr i t i ng  i  s  ve ry  r rma- rke tab le  I '  e I s -
ewha re .

- - \ - '
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Notes  r

Iqany of the early GP-?s have
been traded in on new units.
Not al l  of the lower numbered
Geeps s t i l l  ex is t .

Slrt-8s have been converted i-a
to SL-1 sfugs at Pike Ave in
I\ iorth Lit t le Rock.

cP3B-2s 2238-2289 are former
Rock fsland numbers 4300-4357.
Numbers 4500-4537 were re-
numbered from 22JO-2288. WunL
ers 4600-4649 renumbered from
2289-2338,

Numbers 6000-60?3 have dyna-
mic brakes.

Coffnents and corrections to
this roster are wel-cone and
wiLl be appreciated.



El-even Years Ago r

Railroads were advert ising. .  .  .  .
you  guessed i t . . .  .passenger  serv ice .
The lyl i l .waukee was seeking inclus-
ion in the proposed nerg6r between
the Rock Island and the gnion-
Fac i f i c .

The Nor fo lk  &  Westernrs  1969
annual report predicted merger with
the  Chesapeake & Oh io .

The Fenn Central was await ing
approval from the ICC to discontin-
ue lJ passenger trains. The re-
quest included al l  passenger ser-
vice west of Buf f  alo, and Haff is-
burg.

! ' i  f  i a a h  v o A r <  A  o ^  .

General } lotors A.1D was
the new SD-45.

The l { i ssour i - lac i f i c  opDosed the

_n _-\

The l ioPac proposed to keep the
l ine ind-ipendant, and invited
other roads to part icipate in
the transaction.

The rail-road industry gave ten-
ative support to a proposal by
then President Johnson for a sep-
erate cabipt leveL deDartment oi
transportat ion.

THIRTY FIVE YEARS AGO:
Railroad l tagazine for June 1946

comments"  Are  d iese ls  c rowd ing  ou t
steam power? The present trends
favor diesel-s, but th.ere is no re-
ason to bel ieve steam wil l  ever be
entirely supplanted. " ( Note in
1946 d iesed was spe l led  w i th  a
cap i to1  "D " )

Does a.nyone remember the hobo
advert ising drawing " I ' {onaha.n's cat "? The

same issue of "Railroad" reports
the car-;oon was drawn by Har:ry

purchase by the Cotton Belt of M Groves of Chic-g1go I ILl.  Groves
the 22.5 mile Alton & Southern, from ret ire$..from the-Rio crande in
Arcoa '  Dec '  1944r

The Arkansas Railroader
C/o C,ul .  l4cDonafd, editor
2400 McCain  B lvd  Apt .  1008
N.  L i t t l e  Rock ,  AR.  72115


