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JUNE_$EEJING.1 June is Museum Show month. T'here wil l  be
no  regu la r  bus iness  meet ing .  Jns tead  we w i f l  l p ld  our  f i r s t
l v iuseum Show a t  the  C]ub ts  new Bu i ld inq  on  R iverv iew Dr ive
in  Nor th  L i t t l e  Rock .  The  show w i t l  open  a t  I :OOp.m.  on
Sunday ,  June  B th  and  rema in  open  un t i l ' 5 :OO p .m.  

'There  
w i I I

be  no  admiss ion  charge.  Cha i rman Pau i -  Moon has  l ined  up  what
shou ld  be  an  impress ive  d isp lay  o f  Ra i l road iana ,  Memorab iL ia
and Ar t i fac ts  f rom the  co lLec t ions  o f  the  membersh ip .  In
add i t idon ,  some o f  the  photographs  f rom our  recent ly  acqu i red
coLLec t i cn  w i l I  be  on  d isp lay .

&uS-E!&--tAlESi i 4 ro rk ing  w i lh  a  l im i ted  budget ,  Naomi  Hu l f
and  her  Muesum Sa1es  Commi t tee  has  assembled  gu i te  a  c red i tab le
ar ray  o f  sduven ie rs  fo r  saLe  a t  the  show.  SeverA t  i tems o f
jeure l ry  have been ob ta ined to  go  w i th  ou i  ash t rays ,  pa tehes
and a  few o ther  i tems.  Th is  w i l l  be  the  on ly  source  o f  income
f rom th is  show wo come prepared to  take  home a  souven ier .

JIILJJE$[IJE: Again there wil l  be no business meeting for
th -  month  o f  Ju Iy .  Cha i rman Dav id  N ixon adv ises  tha t  p lans
have  been  f i rmed 'up  fo r  the  annua l  p i cn ic  to  be  he ld  a t
Scd t t  on  Ju ly  13 th  f rom 1 to  5 :00  p .m.  Br ing  your  own Iunch
and  so f t  dh inks  w i l l  be  ava iLab le  fo r  ou rchase .  Fare  on
the  Scdt t  &  Bearsk in  Lake Rv wt l l  be  $ i .sOnfor  adu i tsand $1 .00
for  ch i ld ren .

M Richard  Campbe l l  o f  R iverda le ,  I l l i no is
repor ts  tha t  EMD a t  Lacrange has  tu rned ou t  a  B i -centenn iaL
pa in t  j ob  fo r  the  S t .Lou is -Sou thwes te rn /Sou thern  FacEf i c  L ines .
SSr , /SP 9389,  Sp i r i t  o f  I7 '16 ,  SP Sys tem Locomot ive  is  pa in ted
red,  wh i te ,  b lue  and go ld .  The Frame,  unc ie rbddy  and Be l - l -  a re
go ld ,  nose and back  red ,  lower  bodyb lue ,  hood and road name
(COTTON BELT)  red  & b l -ue  as  are  number  boards .  There  are  s ta . rs
above the  number  boards  and the  Iength  o f  the  runn ing  boards .
The SP on the  nose is  enc i rc l ,ed  by  s ta rs .
P ic tu res  are  ava iLab le  f rom Richard  a t  458 !V .  I37 th  P Iace,
R iverda l -e ,  I IL . ,  6062 ' l  .  $1 .50  fo r  8x  l -0  B l l ' . 50  fo r  cd lo r  s l i de .
I t  r i s  c lassed as  EMD SD45T-2
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A STRANGE TRAIN IN ARKANSAS

BY

CLIFTON E. HULL

CONCLUSION)  ' ropen Houser r  was  schedu led  to  beg in  a t  2 :00  prp
and  severa l  hundred  persons  s tood  in  I i ne  wa i t ing  fo r  a
chance  to  see  f i r s t  hand ,  and  r rye  au thor  and  spouse  were
among them.

The t ra in  a r r i ved  in  charge o f  eng ineer  John Engster ,
f i reman J .  C.  E Ier ,  Conductor  Grover  P ie rce  and brakeman
cene Lo thwe l l ,  a l l  6 f  L i t t1e  Rock .  r r  coup le  o f  honored
gues ts  were  ! Jm,  E .  Hayes ,  ass is tan t  to  the  p res iden t  6 f
the  Rock  Is land  and  C.  G.  Adams,  super in tenden t  o f  the
L i t t Ie  ,1ock  D iv i s ion .  The  GeneraL  Moto rs  porsonneL  in -
c luded  1 r .  J .  Dav idson ,  admin is t ra t i ve  eng iheer  f rom Det ro i t ,
N .  L .  Hming ton ,  cha i rman o f  the  G.  M.  C lub  o f  L i t t l e  Rock ,
Ph i l l i p  G.  Roze I le ,  pub l i c  reLa i ions  manager  f rom i r t l an ta ,
Edmond S.  F ish  and Rober t  Johnson,  pub l i c  re l -a t ions  depar tment
a t  New York  and Ro land Seward  t ra in  manager .

L i t t le  Rock  was the  80 th  s toD fo r  the  t ra in  and more
than  two  mi l l i on  c i s i to rs  had  parbded  th rough  the  cars .
They  were  expec t ing  about  I r00O v iso tors  an  hour  be tween
2.OO p .m.  and  9 :00  p .m. in  L i t t l e  Rock .

The admi r ing  c rowd began en ter ing  the  t ra in  f rom the
ias t  ca r .  Th is  was  a  tavern -observa t ion - lounge  car .  There
ufere  two coc ta i l  lounges fu rn ished much l i ke  the i r  counter -
par ts  in  the  e l i te  supper  cLubs .  A  wr i t i ng  desk  was  p ro -
v ided  in  a  semi -p r i va te  nook  where  you  cou ld  dash  o f f  a
qu ick  no te  to  an  env ious  f r iend  wh i le  en joy ing  your  t r ip .
r+  spec ia l  communica t ion  un i t  gave rad iophone serv iceby
whdch you cou ld  ca l l  your  w i fe  a t  home or  eve in  i f  she  were
on  the  Queen E l i rabe th  in  the  m idd le  o f  the  A t lan t i c  Ocean .
There  was  aLso  a  p lug  in  sys tem fo r  use  a t  ra i l road  s ta t ions .
The rear  observa tRon compai tmant  gave a  magn i f i cen t  v isw o f
the  landscape f rom wide  p ic tu re  w indows.  The th ree  ldunge
see t ions  p rov ided  sea ts  fo r  fo r t y - fou r  persons .

One spec ia l  fea tu re  was  inc luded  on  each  o f  the  fou r
cars - - the  As t ra  Dome.  Th is  was the  most  consp icuous  fea ture
and the  most  rad ica l  deoar tu re  f rom the  s tandard  heavv
s tee l  passenger  car .  Th is  v iew-v i ra ing  bubb le  was made o f
two inner  layers  o f  g lass  w i th  a  sheet  o f  t ransparent
p las t i c  be tween.  Nes t  was  a  space  o f  dehydra ted  a i r  to
e l im ina te  fd rgg ing  as  the  tempera ture  ins ide  and ou ts ide
var ied .  The  ou te r  layer  o f  g . Iass  was  hea t  and  g la re  res is tan t
The  dome o f  the  observa t ion  lounge  dea ted  24  persons .
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The nex t  car  fo rwwrd  wss  a  t ru ly  Luxur ious  s leep ing
car  w i th  th ree  compar tments  under  the  dome,  two drawing
rooms a t  the  fo rwardrend,  and e igh t  dup lex  roomet tes  a t
the  rear .  There  were  accommodat ions  fo r  20  passengers .
There  were  fu I l - l eng th  m i r ro rs  and  wardrobes ,  fu I1  s i ze
Iounges  and  res t fu l  cha i rs .

Nex t  came thed in ing  car  (My  favor i te  on  any  t ra in ) .
There  were  sepaxa te  d in ing  rooms -  an  18  sea t  sec t ion  in
the  domera  10  seat  p r iva te  d in ing  room be low the  dome and
a 24  seat  room lon  the  main  f loor  Leve l .  Mea ls  in  the  dome
were  I i f ted  by  a  dumbwai te r  f rom an a lL -eLec t r i c  k i tbhen on
the  f loo r  be low.  r rMr .  Schwar tz r r ,  the  P i l i p ino  che f ,  had
prepared  more  than  4 ,000  mea l r  on  board  Qhe t ra in .  Joseph
Schne iderbauer ,  the  d in ing  car  boss ,  sa id  tha t  wh i le the  t ra in
was in  ' r , i "sh ing ton  on  June IB-22 ,  1947,  f  i . ve  Luncheons were  a
ar ranged on  board  fo r  g roups  f rom the  i \ lh i te  House,  Army & Navy ,
Congress  and  the  Cab ine t  and  Fore igh  Embassy  Lega t ions .  There
were  f ine  foods ,  g lamoneous a tmosphoreand a  superb  v iew.  A
var ie ty  o f  tab le  shapes were  were  amanged to  a f fo rd  p len ty  o f
mov ing  a round  space  fo r  d iners  and  wa i te rs .

T le  u l t ra -modern  cha i r  caw wou ld  accommodate  seventv -
two passengers  in  f ine  comfor t .  I t  was  equ ipped w i th  re i t -
f  u l -  rec l in ing  sea ts ,  each  ind iv idua l . I y  t i gh ted .  Three  rooms
under  the  24-seat  dome were  semi -or iva te .  idaa l  fo r  fami lv
t rave  I  in  g .

Each  o f  the  fou r  ca rs  was  named.  The  cha i r  ca r  was
"STAR DUSTrr l  the dining car ' |SKY Vf El4rr;  TTDBEAM CLOUD" was
the  s leep ing  car ;  and the  observa t ion  car  was "MOON GLOhr [

The  en t i re  t ra in  was  a i r  cond i t i oned ,  each  car  hav ing
i t r s  own d iese l  eng ine  and  compressor -genera to r  un i t  to  keep
i t  comfor tab ly  coo1 ,  even  when s tand ing  in  s ta t ions .  So f t ,
pas te l  co lo rs  were  fea tu red  in  the  p las t i c -coa ted  wa l - I  cove i ing ,
eas i l y  c leandd  w i th  soap  and  wate r .  A l -1  ca r  doors  opened
automi taca l l y  a t  the  mere  touch 6 f  a  bu t ton .  The en t i re  t ra in
was  s ta r ted  as  a  s ing le  un i t ,  w i thou t  the  usua l  j e rk ing  o f
s lack  be tween ind j - f idua l  cars .  There  were  so  many new and
6abu lous  ideas  incorpora ted  in  the  t ra in ,  i t  was  d i f f i cu l t  td
comprehend them as  a  to ta l .

Las t  bu t  no t  leas t  o f  the  new fea tu res  was the  d iese l
locomot ive  on  the  head  end .  Two l2 -cy l inder  d iese l  eng ines
fu rn ished  2 ,000  horsepower  des igned  fo r  a  top  speed  o f
I l 7  m i les  per  hour ,  and  the  focomot ive  was  71  fee t  long .  The
outer  cas ing  o f  the  locomot ive  was smooth l -y  rounded a t  a l l
edges  in  themost  moderq  s t reaml , ined fash ion .  A l ready  th is
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TYPE o f  mot ive  power  was in  use  on  more  than I50  o f  Amer ica ts
crack  passenger  t ra ins .  The bLue and s i l ver  co lo rs  o f  the
t ra in rs  ex te r j -o r  resembled  c lsse ly  the  coLor  scheme o f  the
la te r  TE)GS EAGLE on the  Missour i  Pac i f i c  th rough L i t t le
Rock  on  i t s  way  f rom St .  Lou is  to  Texas  w i th  connect ion
to  Mexf ico  C i ty .

For  th ree  days  we were  g inen the  pr lva lege o f  see ing
and examin ing  th is  fabu lous  t ra in ,  wh ich  the  ra i l roads  we ie
to  p rov ide  lo r  our  comfor t  and en joynent .  Tbere  were  so  many
innovat iv r !  fea tures  we have space to  descr ive  on ly  the  more
outs tand ing  ones  as  no ted  here .

From L i t t le  Roch the  t r ra in  went  to  Ok lahoma Ci ty ,  Tu lsa ,
l ' r i ch i ta ,  Topeka and e igh t  o ther  schedu led  s tops .  For ' fdur
cars  were  so l .d  to  the  Un ion  Pack f ic  in  March ,  l95O and were
opera ted  be tween Por t land and Seat t le  in  a  t ra in  wh ich  inc luded
severa l  heavyweigh t  cha i r  cars .

The Tra in  o f  Tomorrow is  ndw the  t ra in  o f  Yes terday ,  on ly
a  memory ,  A  promise  d f  th ings  td  come has  a l ready  passed
in to  h is  to ry .

NOTEI I I  There wil l  be no publication of the ARKANSAS
RAILRoADER for the months bf ;ulv and Auqusr
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