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Pennsllvania Railroad train #319 with K4s Pacirtc fi34 leaving Louisville, Kentuclq, for Indianapolis, Logansport
and Chicago, July 1939. (Eld,on A. Behr photo
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TOP - Mir^sawi & North Arkansas No. 35, a 2-8-2,
Missouri & North Arl.,ansas No. 50, anolhet 2-8-2,
I Iarold K Vollralh, Ken Ziegenbein collection)
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al Halrison, Arkansas, May 1919. (Both photos collection of
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2OO2 OFFICERS/POSITIONS OF TTIE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB

.PRESIDENT - Fred Fillers, 29009 Bandy Rd, Little Rock AR 72223-9720 (5 0l -821-2026)
IIIcEBBESIDENI - Ron €sserman, 326 Esserman Ln, Dover AR 72837-7754 (479-33t-2030\
TREASURER - Walter B. Walk€r, 8423 Linda Ln. Little Rock AR 72227-5983 (501-225-0826,
SECBE]ABI - Tainmy Hodkin, 506 Gordon St., N Little Rock AR 721 l7,47ll (50l-945-2128)
EDIIQ& - Ken Zi€genbcin, 1023 Claycut Cir, N Lit(lc Rock AR 721 16,1728 (501-758-1340)
NRHS DIRECTOR -Tom Shook, l7l6 Albeda Dr, Liftle Rock AR 72227-3902 (501-225-8955)
IEqIQC&\PEE& - John C. Jones, I l7 Cottonwood. Sherwood AR 72I20,401 I (501-835-3729)
TRIP ADVERTISING - David P. Hoge, 3721 ldlewi ld,  N Li t t le Rock AR 72116 (501-7?1-1025)
HISTORIAN - Cene Hull,3507 E Washington Ave #3I, N Little Rock AR 721 l4 (501-945-7386)
E\&Lj2 - Bill Bailey, 83 | 8 Reymere Dr, Little Rock AR 72227 -3944 (sot-224-6a28)
Eq!8Lt03 - Robin Thomas, 10980 Rivercrest Dr #26,LifrleRo.k AR72212-1412
Bq!&D!g[ - Stanley Wozencraft, I08 N Palm St, Lilde Rock AR 72205-3827 (501-664-3301)
Bq\&L!l - Leonard Thalmueller,2l Hanover Dr, Little Rock AR 72209-21s9 (501-562-823
Bq\8L10!i - Jim Walefield,3l6 Aubum Dr, Littl€ Rock AR 72205-2769 (501-664-0232)

Th€ ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB is a non-profit organizalion of railroad and train enthusisst! that was forn€d in 1969. We
sre aho the Lillle Rock Chrpt€r of lhe National Rrilway Historical Socicty. Wc meet on thc sccond Sundays ofmost months al 2
p.m. Anyone interested in trrins is welcome!

Dues tojoin lhc ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB are currcntly $20 a ycar, which includcs the nonthly A u6as Railruadel
newsletter.  l fyor 'd l ike to join thc NRHS through our club ( thus being a mcnbcr of lhc Li t t le Rock Ch$plcr NRHS a d
nrtional NRHS), yor must pay $20 a ycar morc, bringing thc total to $40 n ymr for both. Dres nre elwnys p{yrble on ,ljlrurry
l" ofcsch ycar, but you may pay rt any limc 0nembcrship will crlend through the following yc.rr).

To join or renerv, scnd your namc, eddress and phonc nrmbcr plus ducs lo Ihc ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUll ,  PO BOX
9151, NORTH LITTLE ROCK AR 72119. Cal l  501-758-1340 for infornrt ion. Thc newslct ter cdi lor 's enrai l  address is:
lrain:ifDtrainwerth(r.con The Arkansas Railro:rdcr is pul on thc Web monllrly, .rnd th{l rddress is:
httpr/www.trsinwcl|ther.com

Thc nc\l meeting/program ofthc Arkansas Railroad club will be held SUNDAY. JULY 14, at 2 p.nr. at thc usual placc,
Pulaski Heights Presb),t€rian Church. 4401 Woodlawn Drivc. Litlle Rock. Reiieshments will be scrvcd.

Thc program wi l l  be given by MARK SILVtiRBERG, owDcr and opcrator ofOne Track Mind hobby shop in soulhwcst
Li t t lc Rock on I tAin Stat ion Road (501-455-5050).  He wi l l  la lk about how hotrby shops arc run, how hc got into thc hobby,
disouss "best" mod€ls that fit the prototype, etc. Mark is also a railfan and chases "real" trains, too, and he might have a
few photos to show us. He sometimes shows up at our Sunday moming train viewing spot at Union Slation.

WEB SITf,S OF SOME MEMBtrRS - Let me know ifyou know ofothcr web sites members havc that might bc ol'
interest to club members.
Kcn Ziegenbein has current railroad photos online at $!p40ry1l4u.y94$.9t!@

David Hoge has a site containing lots ofphotos oftrains in Arkansas - h11o://www.trainweb.ore/arkansastrains/

Brian SDith has current and past rail photos on his site. He likes tunnelmotors and is an SP/SSW fan:
http://www.briansrails.homestead.con/

ARKANSAS MILROADER- Little RockChapter Natiohal Railway Histo cal Society
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Chuck Crislcr has a broad interest railroad site, including shots oftrains around the Panama Canal ard lots olthe Amtrak
Gencsis engines:
hltpi/Avww.4rr,conL/

David Thomas has a site devoled to gcared slean locomotives:
hllp:/A!ww.trainlveb.orq/eearedstcam/

SHOW AND Tf,LL -  ReDemb€r that wc have a Show and Tel l  lablc t  al l  meet ings. This is for you to br iDS somc olyour
railrcrd things to show orher people. We do this in the break belwecn thc business neeting and program. Call Ron
Esscnl l  nat479-33I-2030i lyouhavcanything10bringsohecaDplanaccordingly.  I 'Dl  sure most ofyou do.

TWO MORE CLUB INOUIRIES - l lvcr)  nroDth I  get one or l \ !o pcoplc iDtcrested in possiblyjoining (hc Arkansas
l{ai l ruad Club. One is Randv Phi l l ips ol  Creenwood, Arkansas. Hc sarv our onl ine edit ion of lhe n rkansas Rai l roader and
said he t !anls lojoir .  I  vc scnl hiD) a l rcc copy. A1so. got a phonc cal l  l rom D:rni€l  Gladston€. 5 l lcbccca Sl.cct.
6rccnbricr AR 72058 who sarv one olourcolor poster ads in a hobb) sln)p. Mr. Gladstonc has sinccjoincd and b€cornc
our norvest member. Also. about cvery other Dlonth. I  get an emai l  wat l lcd help in f inding a relat ivc who onoc lr ,ofked lbr
a rai l roud in Arkansas or who workcd on rai l road br idges or sonrcthiDg. ( ln oarly JuDe, I  got the i rquiry yol l  l l  l lnd in the
Wa lcd scot ion bclow).

POS] A(;O NON-PROFIT I tA' l ' l t  NOl '  CIIANGED - Although tho pr icc cr1 a f int  c l iss s{amp wi l l  go up 1o 37 ccDts orr
July l .  thc rroD-prol l t  rates wi l l  nol  i lcfcasc al  this t ime. h oosls 22 ccnls 1() Drai l  cach Rai l roadcr.  but lh l | l  s l i ) r  Lrp to 3.3
ounccs f lnd lhe weighl ol-cach l la i l rc i ldct mai l i r rg averagcs 2 t()  I  ounccs. which rneans wc savc up lo 74 ccrr ls pcr Drai l i rg
o,rcr Iho cosls of l l rst  c luss. I lLr l .  i l  vou don l  scnd in your addfoss conccl ions, i l  cosls us l i rst  c lass posrage ()  gcl  th€
Rai lroadcrs back. So, plc irsc advisc us ofany chaDgcs in addrcss ns soor as you can.

WANTET, ! FON SAIE ON TNAI'E

l  he lbl lowing is fb.  thosc lvho wanl to l ind certain rai l road-rclatcd i tcnrs. infornal ion. or want 1() scl l  or t fadc such i tems
wilh olhcr rai l fans. Wc rcscrvo thc f ight to rei i rse l ist ings i l  dcomod inrpproprialc.  The ArkaDsas I tr i l foad Club is not
rcsponsiblc l in Inis lcading ads.

WANTID - My ramc is Dusly Capps. I  am researching sonrc ol-D)y lhmily aDd am lrying 1() l iDd oul aboul lny Great
crandlhrher.  His nanrc u'as Charl ic Mclntyre. Apparcnt ly he rvas ooc ol  the bui lders on thc br idgc (rai l road) thal  connecled
Van llurcD to Fon Smith. Hc dicd during this period, I am nol surc what happened, bul his body was nevcr recovered fronr
lhe rivcr. I am trying to find a ncwspaper adiclc or mention in a book somewhere to vcriry this. I fouDd rvhcrc his \vifc is
brried ir Crarvford County. and it srys wife ofCharlie. bul he docs nol have a headstone or anything. Ifyou could point

nre in rhe righl dircction?l I hank you. Dust Capps. Email: y911.!8!!Q9q1!44q!.!Ei Mr Capps didn't Sive a postal

address.. . . i fyou can help. contaot Kon Zjcgenbein, 1023 Cltycul Cir .  North I- i t t le Rock AI{ 72 |  l9 and I  l l  forrvard your

RAILROAD ABANDONMENT PROPOSALS

The address ofthe Surlacc Transportalion Board is: Office oflhc Sccretary, Case Control Unit, 1925 K Strcct, Washington

DC 20423. The STB phone numbcr lbr abandonment procedurcs (O1fice of Publ ic Services) is:  202-565-l592. I fyou

contact them. i t  would be handy to use the DocketNumbers. Thcir  Web address is:  ht tp: / /www.slb.dol.gov i f lou'd l ike' lhe

complete listings.

ARKANSAS MILROADER - l,ittle Rock Chapter N.ttional Railway Historical Society
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These abandonment proposals hav€ been printed in the Federal Register or have com€ directly fiom the Surface
Transportation Board. They will go in €ffect unless one ofthe following occurs: 1) an offer offinancial assistance is
rcceived; 2) a request for public use ofthe land is received (for instance, rails-to-trails); 3) petitions to r€op€n the cas€ is
filed. Railroads, before they can file these "notices of exemption under CFR 1152 Subpart F," must cefiify that 1) no local
traffic has moved over the line for at least 2 years;2) any overhead traffic can be routed over other lines;3) no formal
complaint filed by a user is pending and; 4) environmental reports, historic reports, transmittal letter, newspaper
publication, and notic€ to govemmental agencies have been met. Even though approval is granted for the railroads to
abandon, it may be months or years before track is actually taken up.

NORTH DAKOTA _ BNSF - To abandon and discontinue service over a 6.00-mile line ofrailroad between mileDost
92.00 in Tolna and milepost 98.00 in Hamar, in Nelson and Eddy Counties, ND. Effective on June 8, 2002. (STB
Docket No. A8-6 (Sub-No. 393X, decided May 1, served May 9,2002)

SOUTH CAROLINA - CSX - To abandon approximat€ly L31 miles ofrail line between Valuation Station 47+50 and
ValuatioD Station I l5+11.5 in Greenville, Greenville County, SC. Effective on June I l, 2002. (STB Docket No.
AB-55 (Sub-No. 612X, decided May 6, served May 10,2002)

OHIO - NEW YORK CENTRAL LINDS' CSX - To discontinue service over approximately 0.9 miles ofrailroad from
milepost QFL 51.0 to milepost QFL 5l.9 in Lima, Allen County, OH. Effectiv€ on June i B, 2002. (STB Docket
No. 48-565 (Sub-No. 9X); STB Dock€t No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 611X, decided May 13, served May t7,2OO2\

ALABAMA - PINE BELT SOUTHERN RAILROAD CO - To abandon a 25-mile line ofrailroad between mileposr S-
304.00 at Nuckols and milepost 5-329.00 at Hurtsboro, in Russell, Bullock, and Macon Counties, AL. Effective on
June 22, 2002. (STB Docket No. A8-601X, served May 23,2002\

KANSASMISSOURI - BNSF - To abandon and discontinue service ovor a 28.25-mile line ofrailroad between milepost
343.55 in Columbus, Cherokee County, KS, and milepost 3I5.30 in Carthage, Jasper County, MO. Effective on
JuDe 22, 2002. (STB Docket No. 48-6 (Sub-No. 395X, served May 23, 2002)

MINNf,SOTA - DULUTH, MISSABE & IRON RANGE RAILWAY CO - To abandon a 2-mile portion ofthe line
known as the Sliver Branch, between milepost S-0.0 and milepost S-2.0, in the City ofVirginia in St. Louis
CouDty, MN. Final decision wil l  be issued by August 23, 2002. (STB Docket No. AB-l0l (Sub-No. l7X. decided
M^y 2l , seryed May 24, 2002)

ILLINOIS - UNION PACIFIC - To abandon an 8.06-mile portion ofa line ofrailroad, knowD as the Skokie Industrial
Lead (the line), extending from milepost 12.60 south ofOakton Slre€t to the nortb side ofDempster Street at
rnilepost 13.64 (South Segment) and to discontinue service over a 1.04-mile portion ofthe liDe from ,nileposl 13.64
to milepost 2l.70 near Northfield (Nortb Segment), a total distance of9.l0 miles, in Cook County, IL. Final
decision will be issued by August 23, 2002. (STB Docket No. AB-33 (Sub-No. i 67X, decided May 21, served May
24.2002\

NEVADA - BHP NIVADA RAILROAD CO - To discontinue service over 146 miles ofrailroad between mil€Dosr 0.0 in
Cobre and milepost 146.1 ir Keystone, in Elko and While Pine Counties, NV. Effective on June 25. 2002. (STB
Docket No. AB-598X, decid€d May 15, served M^y 24,2002)

MASS - NEW YORK CENTRAL LINES, LLC., CSX - NYC to abaDdon and CSXT to discontinue service over
approximately 4.2 miles ofrailroad between milepost QBU-o.0 and milepost QBU-4.2 from Fitchburg to
Leominster, in Worcester County, MA. Effective on June 29, 2002. (STB Docket No. .48-565 (Sub-No. l0X);
STB Dock€t No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 616X, decided May 23, served May 30, 200i./

GEORGIA - CSX - To abandon approximately 1.60 miles of railroad from Valuation Station 0+00 at milepost ANS 0.2 to
Valuation Station 84+44, in Augusta, Richmond County, GA. Effective on July 6, 2002. (STB DocketNo. AB-55
(Sub-No. 614X, decided May 31, served June 6,2002)

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Little RockChapter Natiokal Railvtay Historical Society



Vol u're ,, Xl l l . N-rbe 07 - Jul y 20A2

ARKAN RAIL NEWS

INVESTOR SIGNS AGREtrMENT TO
PURCHASE A&M RAILROAI)

(SprinEdale) Reilly Mccarren said May
2l thal he had signed an agreement to
purchase the majority int€rest in the
Arkansas & Missouri Railroad based in
Springdale, Afkansas. The majority stock
holder in lhe A&M is Iony Hannold.
chairnran of the firm's board of directors.
A&M President Lany Bouchet said he
would resisn if Mccarren acquired majority
owncrship ir tbe railroad. "lfhe buys in to
lhe company,I ' l l  leave," BoLrchet said. "His
philosophies are different from miDe on
whefc wc wanl lo takc the company."

A&M is a sho(line railroad running
bctwccn Joplir, Mo. and fot Smith
Bouchet said he decided on May l7 to "step
dowri" as presidcnt tor 30 days so Mccanen
could run a dre diligcnce irvestigalion ol'
the railroad withoui inlcrference tiom the
fim s presidcnt. llc said N4ccarren was still
doinghis duc di l igeocc r€vicrvrs ofMay 2l
and wasn1 awarc lhe Chicago inveslor had
decided to purcfiase the railrcad. A dLrc
diligence revicw h conducred by investors
wanling lo nrake suro thc company is
profitable and doesn't come with hidder

risks.
Bouchel, on May 22, said he didn't know

Mccarren had agreed to purchas€ thc
railroad. Mccanen said Bouchet\ status
with the company was still being reviewed.
"lt's accurate to say he's no long€r involved
in the active management of thc A&[4
Railroad." Mccanen said.
Bouchetsaid he clashed with McCarren on

howthe raihoad should be run. "Everyone's
a happy fanrily and w€'re doing what's righl
for the community," Bouchct said. "lfyou
lreat people righr, rhe bolom line will be
the.e." Bouchet accused Mccaren of
concentrating solcly on profits and
neglecting dre oeeds of employees and
Nonhwesl Arkansas 'l reliBc to work for a
company that's going to bc driven by 100
percenl prollls," he said. "l'hc cnrployecs
and thc communily havc to conr€ first."
Mccarr€n, however, said hc doesn'r plan on
makingthat manychanges to the way A&M
operates. Mccarren said proliis arc
impo(anl. but a raihoad musl look aner thc
intercsls ofcnrployccs aod the communily.
"Any wel l -run rai l road has |olakccareofal l
three, '  he said. " l  d l ink Mr. Bouchcl did a

goodjob fof the company while he was here.
It is a profitable company. lt's very difficult
to survive intherailroad business unless you
provid€ Sood service to your cuslomer and
devclop a good relationship wirh rhe
community. Thcre are no major changes
planned. Th€ company has becn quite
successtul." He said ouisiders will likely
notice no differeocc in tfie firm in spilc of
lhe changc in ownership. "lt's vcry much

One of A&M's most visible services in
Norlhwest Arkansas h a passenger
excursion train which caffics lchurc
travelers from Springdalc to Van Auren for
a day trip. Mccarren said the scrvice will
remain in place. llouchct said he hns a
"golden pn.achule" lhat will acrivale upon
hisrcsignation from th€ company. McCarren
was the president and chief of execulivc
ofllccr of Wisconsin Ccntral Syslcm unril
thc railroad was pLrcbascd in October by
Canadian National Railroad Co. fTlc
Mo ing Naws anline cdition, i,lur 23
2002. ria Tt)n LcleLt)

ASITDOWN SSW CABOOSf,
(Ashdowfi, ArkanMs) - F uDdraisil]g is ongoing in the restoration *'ork ofan old Cotton Belt caboose (SSW 2304 - it has

been called a drovcr car by some) located just north of Ashdown and soon [o be moved next to the GN&A depot in
Ashdown and become a museum. Any help in moving this car would be appreciated, along with its restoration. Thcy also
need a valuc placed on the car for tax purposes. Ifyou'd like to help, or have any helpful information, contact Clayton
Castleman. I l0 Little River 68, Ashdown AR 71822,870-89E-2642, email:
ccastleman@arkansas.net

Peter Smykla said this about this car: "That caboose at Wilton is NOT a "drovers" caboose. lt is what remains of
SSW 2304, a LOCAL caboose that I think ran most ofthe time on the Malden branch on trains I 59- 160. lt was then sold to
the craysonia, Nashville & Ashdown in November 1967. They only purchased it to get the truck for
another caboose oftheir own, and so sold the body for use as a bait shop in its present condition."

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Little Rock Chapkr National Railway Historical Society
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work is expected to take l2-18 months. Bids
lbr the irackage and overhead electric wires
should b€ let this Fall. The righrs io the
bridge will now be 40-50 years, or until the
irolleys are no longer useable. The bridge
will remain open during constuction and ihe
trolleys will run next to car trafiic.
(Afidnsds Denoc/arAazette, M.y I 2002

LITTLE ROCKTROLLEY ON TRACK
Constftrclion on central Arkansas' River

Railstreetcar proj ect will begin this summer.
On May 3, the Central Arkansas
Transponation Authority approved an
agreement wi$ the state Highway and
Transportation Deparhnent that would
outUne ways to modilr the Main Street
bridge for the electric streetcars. This means
that the $18.3 million projecr should be
.eady to run in 2004. Some are saying this

would be a forerunner to a rcgional rail
syslem.l'be2.2 mile streetcar will linl Little
Ro€k with North Little Rock across the
bridge over the Arkansas Rive.. First
construction will be ofthe $900,000 trolley
maint€nance bam at Seventh and Main in
North Little Rock, set to begin in Juiy.

They will add tracks on the east side ofthe
bridge, remove aconcrele barrierandrcduce
road trafllc lancs on the lvo nodhbound
lanes fiom 12 feet to ll feer. Th€ bridge

GENERAL RAIL

C U M B R E S & T O L T E C  C L O S E D
TEMPORARILY

(Chdna, New l erco) - Following ^
federal order issued June 2, the Cumbres
and l'oltec Scenic Railfoad ceased
operalions because ofextreme fire dang€r in
the Carson National Forest in New Mexico
and thc adjoining Rio Grande National
Forest in Colorado. ' Ihe 64-mile tour ist
railroad runs through the mountains between
Chanu and Antonito, Colo., from May to
October and is an important part of the
economy in both towns. lt is own€d by thc
srates of Colorado and New Mexico. Thc
forest ofllciah said thcy are afiaid a spark
fiom the railroad's steam-drivcn
locomoiive could start a wildfire.

Iheryone ha a photagruphic nemory.
Sone dotl t havel'iln.

S H O R T L I N E S  S A V T ]  H I G H W A Y
REPAIRS

(Kans^) A KaDsas State Univcrs'ly
Study has found thal abandonmeni of ihe
stalc\ shortline raihoads would cosl thc
state nearly $50 million in annual highway
repairs because of increased truck
lrailic.The study - completed this spring by
Michael W. Babcock, p.ofessor of
economics, and graduate student Jamcs L.
Bu'ch - examined four shortline railroads:
rhe Kansas and Oklahoma Railroad. of
Wichita; Kyle Railroad Co., ofPhillipsburg;
Cimaffon Valley Railroad, of Satanta; and
the Nebraska Kansas and Colorado RailNet
Inc., ofGrant, Neb.

The study found that about 28 percent of
all of rhe grain shipped from elevators
located on the four shortlines in the snrdy is

shippcd by rail. If abandoned, those gmin
shipm€nis would be carricd by hrck. It
takes four trucks to movc what is in one
rail hoppcr car. The researchers uscd
cngineering equations to calcula& the
amount of damag€ those addilional lrucks
would cause the highways.

Babcock said trucks wear ou! roads much
faster than ca$ because a loadcd truck
w€ighs80,000 pounds,30t ines morethan
r car. The reporl also found that the narket
share ofgrain sfiippcd by truck from Kansas
grain elevators has increased dramatically
during the last decade, raising concerns
about the profrtabilily of shortlines in thc
f-utufc, Babcock said.

"lf the slruclural changcs in thc Kansas
grain transportation system continue, the
longrun viability ofKansas shonlincs could
be threatened," Babcock said. "Should this
happen, several consequenccs could occur.
one ofthe most important impacts would be
incrcased ro:rd danagc as thc grain the
shortlines transpo{ed is diverlcd 10 molor
c^ffiets." (Topeka Cap it al Joumal, June I A,
2402)

1857 STEAMER PRESERVED
(Et Paso, Texa| For 42 years, Engine

No. I sat fo.lom, clinginglo its secrcls. The
steam €ngine, believed thc oldesi such
locomotive in 1exas, helped open the
Southwest to nining and eventually the
sprawl of cities fiomArizonato westTexas.
It stood in a glass enclosure in the back of
lie University of Texas ar EI Paso's
Centennial Museum. But in May, 2002. the
engine was picked up Fom the track and
taken to a warehouse where it will be
renovaied. It will become the centerpiece of

El Paso's downtown Union Plaza Transil
T€rminal Parking Faci l i ty,  an $l l  mi l l ion
p.oject with 400 parking spaccs and I 2,000
square leet ofretailspace. The city's trolley
fleet willbe housed there.

Th€ engine, bui l t  nr 1857 in Ncw ierscy.
was called "Spring crecn" when it ran
across Wisconsin liom Milwaukee on Lake
Michigan to I'rairie du Chien oo the
Mississippi River.  l !  canre lo thc Southwest
in I 889. El Paso and Southweslern Rai lroad
bought il lbr $4,564.25, making it tho first
locomotive ofthe subsidiary ol the ],helps
Dodge Minirg Co. Il was the first enginc to
enler Bisbee, AZ., hau Inrg copper orc abng
a l ine of Ar izona mincs f ionr I l isbce to
Fairb3nk. The cnginc. which had brightly
polishcd brass parts and colorful designs
painted on its side. lcft active scrvice ir
1903 ard was removed from the railroad's
equipment rosrer in 1909.

Btrt its lcgend grcw when it stared in the
1939 MCM movie l-et Freedom Ring. Allcr
its ljollywood debut, EngincNo. I alracted
visi torsto asmal ldowntown ElPaso park at
Stanton and Franklin streets. whcrc cvcrl
Christmas its rear whech were decoraied
with Ughts.

The engjne was purchased and will be
reconditioned using a $1 million grant liom
the Texas Depanment of Transportation and
federal Congestion Mitigation Air Quality
fxnd. (Dalas Momins NNs,.tune I0)

TRAIN DERAILMENTS UP
The number oftrain derailments grew by

mor€ than a qua$er during the last five
years, and the head of the National
Transportalion Safety Board called for more
fiequent and more detailed inspections.

ARKT,NSAS MILROADER - Little Rock Ckipter National Rdilway Historical Society
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Derailments ros€ fiom 1,741 in 1997 to2,
206 in 2001, a jump of27 p€rcent, Federal
Railroad Administration statistics show.
Safety board Chairwoman Marion Blakey
1old the House Transportation railroads
subcommin€e that the Federal Railroad
Administmtion needs to increase track
inspeclions. She also called for new
technologies in perlbrming the work.

FREIGHT RATES UP
Thc Union Pacific Corporation and the

BurlinSton Northern Sanla Fe Co&oration,
lhe largcsl railroads in the nation, have
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raised some rat€s as much as l3 p€rcent as
shipments increase b€cause of the
strengthening €conomy. Prices will rise as
much as $150 per shipping container or
trailer starting Aug. I for cargo in the West
Coast, Midwest and Southwest regions and
for freaght €arried in conjunction with
Eastem railroads. North American rail
shiprnents rose in May for a second month,
led by in€reases of9.8 percent for mainly
retail cargo carried by a combination of train
and truck and of5.3 p€rcent for chemicah,
the Association olAmerican Raihoads said

MOBIL PHONE RADIATION ON
TRATNS

Research by Japanese scientists suggests
that using cell phones on rrains could be a
healft hazard because the microwave
radiation emitted fiom handsets has no
wh€re to go and simply bounc€ offthe sides
of th€ passeng€r cars, concentrating thal
radiation on the passeng€rs. Thh may also
happen in elevators and buses. (lsrdrr ,loy
we h@e noru things to trorry about!) (BBC
Ne.,rs, May 3, 2002 yia Dan Rot)

AMTMK NEWS

AMTMK'S NEW NATIONAL DINING CAR MENUS

A new standardized national dining car menu went into effect May l,2002 on all lonS distance trains with dining cars,
except for auto train which retains its own separate menu. This unified menu replaccs all individual train dining car menus.
(Taken directly from an Amtrak press release)

BREAKFAST

TWO EGGS, UP, OVER OR SCRAMBLED, WITH BRNAKFAST PO'TATOES OR GRITS AND A HOT BISCUIT OR
cRotssANT.... 6.00
(EGG SUBSTITUTE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST)

FRENCI-I TOAST. TWO. WITI.I SYRUP OR FRUIT TOPPING ,..,,.., 6,50

PANCAKES. THREE. WITH SYRUP OR FRUIT TOPPING ,..,,....- 6.50

CONTINENTAL: CERBAL (RAISIN BRAN, RICE KRISPIES, FROSTED FLAKES OR OATMEAL), WITH ITRUIT,
YOGURT, AND A HOT BISCUTT OR CROISSANT ,. 5.75

BACON, PORK SAUSAGE PATTIES, OR TURKEY SAUSAGE, ADD ,., 2.25
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BEVERAGES: COFFEE (REGULAR OR DECAFFEINATED) ......... 1.50

TEA (HOT, ICED, OR HERBAL) ................ 1.50

MILK(2PCT)... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.50

JUICE (ORANGE, APPLE OR CRANBERRY) ........ 1.50

BOTTLED WATER (500 ML) .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.75

LUNCH

SIRLOIN HAMBURGER, WITH OR WITHOUT CHEDDAR CHEESE, WITH LETTUCE, TOMATO AND ONION ON
A KAISER ROLL, POTATO CHIPS OR FRUIT, AND A PICKLE SPEAR .,...,....- 7,75
TWO BACON STRIPS, ADD ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.50

REUBEN SANDWICH, CRILLED, WITH CORNED BEEF, SWISS CHEESE, SAUERKRAUT, AND THOUSAND
ISLAND DRESSING ON RYE BREAD, POTATO CHIPS OR FRUIT, PICKLE SPEAR ..,... 8.50

SOUTHWEST CHICKEN SALAD: SLICED CHICKEN BREAST ON LETIUCE WITH BLACK BEANS, SLICED
BLACK OLIVES, TORTILLA CFIIPS, CHEDDAR,/JACK CHEESE, RANCH DRESSINC , 8,75

VEGETABLE STIR FRY: ASIAN VEGETABLES AND RICE TOPPED WITH CHOW MEIN NOODLES (rNOTt
VEGAN COMPLIANT) ...... 7.00

MEDITERRANEAN VEGETABLE SOUP WITH ANY ENTREE. ADD .....3.00

DINNER

INCLUDES MIXED GREEN SALAD WITH DRESSING AND A DINNER ROLL.

NEW YORK STRIP STEAK, CRILLED, SHERRY MUSHROOM SAUCE ,.I7.50

CHICKEN A L'ORANGE. ROASTED.IN ORANGE SAUCE ,...,,...,I2.50

PORK CHOP, CENTER CUT, BAKED, HERB CREAM SAUCE .......,I4.50

RECIONAL SEAFOOD SELECTION, SERVER WILL DESCRIBE ......I6.00

INCLUDED WITH ABOVE: CHOICE OF BAKTD POTATO, MASIIED POTATOES OR RICE PILAF; CHOICE OF
GREEN BEANS ALMONDINE OR WHOLE BABY CARROTS.

PENNE PASTA, PEPPER SAUCE, WITH GREEN BEANS ALMONDINE OR BABY CARROTS (VEGAN
CoMPLIANT) .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  r 1.00

CHILDRENIS MEITIU:

MACARONI AND CHEESE (KRAFT), VEGETABLE, ROLL ,...,... 5.50
MILK OR JUICE NCLUDED

BEVERAGES AND DESSERTS - LT]NCH AND DINNER
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COFFEE, RDCULAR OR DECAFFEINATED , , . ,  , .  .  . . . . .  I .50
TEA. HOT. ICED OR IIERBAL ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.50
M|LK  (2  PDI iCENT)  . . .  .  . .  . .  .  . .  .  . . . . . . .  1 .50
sotit  Dt NKS (REGULAR OR DIET) .. . . . . . . . . .  .  . . . . . .  1.50
BO I  l  LED WATER (500  ML)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  r . 75
DOMESTTC BEITR (BUDWEISER OR BUD LITE) .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  r.s0
PREMIUM I]EER (CORONA, HEINEKEN, OR SAMUEI- ADAMS) ... . .  4.25
WINE ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(available)
vANILLA tCE CREAM*  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 .75
NEW YORK S'rYLE CHEESECAKE* ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.75
*WITFI WHIPPED CREAM, FRUIT TOPPING, OR CIIOCOLA'TE SAUCE

APPLLT P I1 i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 .25

DARK CHOCOLAl'I ]  ' I 'RUFFLE, WARMED (DINNER ONI,Y) ,, . , , ,  3,75
A  LA  MODE.  ADD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . . . . .  l . 75

HNAR'I 'LAND FLYIII CETS REPRIEVE
OklaholJ1u's Ileutlund ltlyel passenger t.ain has anolher two yoars ol lilc. lhc stat€ aad Amtrak signed a lwo-ycar conlract lhar will

keep lbc Okiahonra City'lo-Fon Worth. Texas. train running through 2004, slfllc and Amlrak offrcials announccd luesday Thc conlracr
wilh Annrnk will be $4.6 Inillion for the period from June I lhrough May 31, 2003, and S4.8 million for the following year. Remanrnrg
icdcral roney from a $23 million federal subsidy tha( launched lhc train in 1999 and money eamed by the state from licket salcs and
concessionr will financc (hc nexl lwo years ofoperalion.

'lhc 
srarc will provide nearly 50 percenl ofthat from money it fias earned lhc past lhree years from lickct salcs and conccssi{nrs. a (alc

olljcial said. "lfwc did'rt havc thai money to put back in this, wc worldn'l havc a two-year conkacr." John Dougherty. assisrarr rail
progrlms division m ager for th€ slate, said. The state has eamcd aboul $L3Inillionayearliom Iickelsal€s and conccssions. Ihc trau
runs daily fronr Oklahornr Cily with slops in Norman, Purcell, Pauls Vnlley, Ardmorc and Cainesvillc. 

'Icxas.

EXCURSIONS/SHOWS/EVENTS OF OTHER CLUBS

AIIIZONA - WILLIAMS - AUCUST l9-26, 2002 " The Cra d Canyon Chnplur,  NRllS. is host ing the 2002 NRIIS narional
coDvcnlion in Willianrs, Arizona liom,4ugust 19 through thc 261h, 2002. Activities include slcam and Alco trips on the (irand Ca yon
I{ailway ltcgislralion is $40 (tertalively). Conlact Canyon I{ails 2002, PO Box 39l, Williams AZ 86046 or go kr lhcir wcbsitc
huoJ/www.canvonrails2002.com
, |0 ]o in/ rc tcwmcnrt rcr5| r in inthcArkansasRai | radC|ub(Li ( lc l tock(hdptcrNat iona

du$ ire $20 Jor local ducs (plus $20 for thc n.lionalNRI IS ducs iflou *nnl lojoin the NItllS rhrough ou! chapter, a lotal of$40 lbr boll' bcdl d'd

N MI i

ADI)RIJSS

CIIY STATE ZII)

PHONI]

Send chcck. madc olt 10 rhe Arkdsas Railroad Club, PO Box 9151, North Liulc Rock AR 72119 CaU 501-758-1340 for morc inibrmarion or visil us
on lhrsLh. rnuo s (s . l r , , in$cdrhr r -44 id  c l i . lon f i | tn  a \  Rat l , " tJ? ,  

"u rc .nJr l  
\ud .n  / r id
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LAEiT TRAIN REBBERY IN ARIZENA

by: Gene Hull

The Southem Pacific Railroad was chartered in 1865 by the same people who built the Central
Pacific. lt intended to build fiom San Francisco to Los Angeles, then eastward to a connection
with the Arlantic & Pacific at Needles. There was a change ofheart. Instead ofallowing
competition into its Califomia domain, the SP set its sights upon the strategic port ofNew
Orleans. By way ofthe El Paso & Southwestem, the SP reached El Paso, Texas fiom Tucson.
Then, by acquiring control ofthe Galveston, Hanisbulg & San Antonio, the SP had direct
connection with New Orleans (The Sunset Route).

During the endeavors noted above, rails reached Yuma, Arizona 30 September 1877. The
diamond stack 4-4-0 locomotive No. 31 of the Southem Pacific of Arizona was the first

'.a6d''tb

There was no mention of the engine involved in lhe rcbbery, but No. 1j03 is representative of lhe
passenger engines at that time. (Gehe Hull collection)

locomotive to enter the state. The constluction train entered Tucson l7 March 1880.

Ea$ ofTucson 80 miles the rails passed through the little town ofcochise. ln its early days it
was knowd as CACHISE, but it still was named in honor ofChiefCochise ofthe renegade band
ofChiricahua (che€ry-CAH-Wha) Apache. In December 1872, these people made a tleaty with
U. S. Army Gen. Oliver O. Howard rmder which Cochise and his people rvould agree to live on a
reservation and no longer make war with the white people invading his homeland. The Apaches
honored the treaty and the white settlers named their torm in honor ofthe Apache Chief.

The town of Cochise oflered a view to the south of the "Cochise Stronghold," a rugged canyon
within the add Dragoon Mountains, where the Apache successfully evaded the pursuing troops of
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the U. S, Cavalry. lt also was the northem terminal ofthe Arizona & Colorado Railroad
southward toward Bisbee in the early 1 900s.

Just I I miles up the tlack northeast of Cochise was the town of Willcox. About the eDtire area
between the two towns is covered by the Willcox Playa (plah-YEH; Spanish for beach). It was a
dry desert basin, the bed ofan ancient shallow lake. After a heary desert storm, a lake about 10
miles square appears for a few days. Until the next storm it is a very desolate expanse.

The stage is set and our story can continue.

As the 1890s were coming to a close, the arca around Willcox had several rough characters
roaming about. The restnining effect of"the law" was needed and was achieved when Burt
Alvord was appointed as constable ofCochise County. Very soon Alvord informed the cilizens
the onerous task was more than he could handle alone. He was authorized to appoint a deputy.
He chose Billy Stiles, a very proper choice, because both men had been Wells Fargo messengers,
They were so busy that Bill (also known as Bob) Downingjoined them.

On Saturday, 9 September 1899, westboud train No. 20,
the PACIFIC EXPRESS was on its way from New Orleans
to San Francisco. Even though it was an "express," its
schedule was 124 hous for the 2,495 miles - 20.12 miles
an hour! Speed seems to have been oflittte concem.

When the tain stopped at the little depot at Cochise, under
cover of darkness, two masked men appeared. One quickly
climbed into the engine cab, theatening the crew with a
pair ofhandguns. The other one uncoupled the engine and
express car from dle hain and forced the engineer to ntn
about a half-mile ahead to the concealment of a thick
gro*th of mesquite tees.

Here, the two men forced the exprcss messenger to open
the car door. Several sticks ofdynamite were attached to
the safe and the firse was lit. Everybodyjumped out and

scrambled away from the car. The resulting blast revealed the bandits were amateurs. The safe
was opened, aldght, but so was the car, Its roofwas blown off. The two men scooped up several
leather bags containing between $60,000 and $80,000 in gold coins and jewelry. The bandits
mounted horses hidden in the mesquite and disappeared.

Constable Alvord quickly rounded up a posse. He told them he had already inspected the site of
the robbery and had found the tail led into the barren waste ofthe Willcox Playa. After a long
and fruitless search the posse gave up.

But, th€ Wells Fargo detectives took over the pusuit. A few days later deputy constable Bill
Downing got drunk in a Willcox saloon and began palng for drinks with gold coins - many
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more than he would normally possess. Word spread quickly, almost as if by telegraph. Detectives
immediately appeared and apprehended Downing.

Followillg the trails ofDowning's pals, the detectives soon arrested deputy Billy Stiles. After a
few hours of"intenogation" sufficient evidenae led the detectives to two other suspecrs.
Constable Burt Alvord was anested in Willcox 2l February 1900. A local cowboy, Matt Burts,
slipped out ofArizona Territory and made his way to the state ofWashington, but was arrested
and held for trial.

Burts tud Downing w€re sentenced to the yuma Tenitorial prison. Downing served about seven
years but Burks was pardoned affer five years by Gov. Nathan O. Murphy.

Alvord escaped from jail at Tombstone and fled to Mexico, where he spent several years. He
finally was caught and sent to Yuma prison for l8 months, leaving 9 October 1905. He died in
April 1910 in Ba6ados, West Indies.

Billy Stiles testified for the prosecution and never was tried in court. There was a rumor that he
was killed several years later in Sparks, Nevada while working as a sheriffunder the name of
William Larkin.

The four men had plotted the holdup for several months. Downing supplied the horses. Alvord
provided the dynamite and fuse, which he acquired by breaking into the Soto Brothers Mercantile
store in Willcox. Billy Stiles and Matt Burts held up the train and blew up the safe and car roof.

The last "successful" train robbery in Arizona was a failure. That occupation was in its dying
days. In the 1890s there were 261 train robberies in the U. S. At the annual convention ofthe
Intemational Association ofChiefs ofPolice in 1907, Wiuiam A. pinkerton, chiefofthe famous
detective agency bearing his name, said, "l know ofno train robbers or ,hold ups' alive and out
ofDrison todav..."
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October 28, 2000 Rock Island Club excursion on the Ouachita Railroad,
shoun here going tbrough Junction City (on the state line between
Arkansas and Louisiana). (James Fullefion photo - Mr. Fullerton lbes in
Junclion CA
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Both photos by Richard Harris during one of the runs ofSSW 819 b€tween Pine Bluff and Tyler last cetrtury.
Emailed to the Arkansas Railroader by Stewart w' Long in April 2002.
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(Phota taken vav 13 2002 b, Dovid Hoge)

Amllak's soulhbound Texas Eagle hours late, takes on passengers as ihe daily Little Rock & Western rolls lhrough Union Stalion on its wayto the
UP yard in Norlh Littie Rock, Ark.


