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GENERAL
NEWS

AMTRAK FUTURE? - As everyone knows by now, the Reagan Administration has proposed the
gutting of Amtrak, nationwide, Little will be actually done until the final budget goes
before Congress later this Sprinmg, but it doesn't look too promising for a "business as
usual" approach for 1985, Write your Congressmen and Senators today, expressing your
opinion on this subject, 20 million people ride Amtrak yearly and there will be thousands
of jobs lost if Amtrak is cut out or cut back., It is a needed alternative.

EAGLE DAILY THROUGH CHRISTMAS - The "Eagle", which serves Arkansas, will continue daily
through January 6, 1985 to accomodate the large Christmas/New Years crowds. It began
daily service December 18,

8444 UPDATE - The UP Steam Locomotive #8444 will leave New Orleans the week of January
20 on its way back to a winter stay in Omaha. Its route will take it from New Orleans to
Houston, thence norhward through Palestine, Longview, Dallas, Ft. Worth (where it will be
on display at the T4P Depot there the weekend of January 26 and 27), Muskogee, Oklahoma
then on to Omaha. .

BULLET TRAIN DROPPED! - American High Speed Rail Corporation, the supposed builders of
the first high-speed rail line in this country (the Los Angeles-San Diego Bullet Train),
decided last November to scrap the idea due to a lack of funds. The corporation needed
$50 million mere to complete studies of the line, with $10 million already received.

ROCK ISLAND STEAM LOCOMOTIVE ACQUIRED BY TULSA GROUP - Rock Island 4-6-2 #938 (Alco, 1910)
has been given by the state of Oklahoma to the Sunbelt Railroad Historical Trust im Tulsa.
The light Pacific, one of only three steam engines to be put on display by the CRI&P, has
been kept at the Enid State School in Enid, Oklahoma. (The SEMAPHORE via GULF COAST RAILROAD).

CARLOADINGS UP - Carlﬂad1ngs through late November were up 1l percent on the Union Facific
compared to last year's thanks largely to the start-up of traffic on the new Powder River
Basin Coal Connector Line in Wyoming and Nebraska. According to the MIXED TRAIN, trains

originating from the Powder River Basin will use the following abbreviations to designate the
loading mine:

AT...Antelope BT,,.Black Thunder CD...Cordere CK...Coal Creek JR...Jacobs Ranch
RM...Rochelle NA,,.North Antelope NR...MNorth Rochelle WY...WYMO

LOADED -~ EMPTY ORIGIN DESTINATION CONSIGHNEE ROUTE

==1WE HW—-=W Powder River MNewark, AR AP&L UP/CRW Joint-UP-MP

==580 S5~-W Powder River South 5t Paul MN NSE UB/CHW Jeint-UP-CNW-Milw
—WEBC WB=-W Powder River White Bluffs, AR AP&L UP/CHW Joint-UP-MP

==WTC WT--W Powder River Weston, WI WPS UP/CNW Joint-UP-CHlW-Milw

THROUGH SERVICE TO MEXICO CITY - UP System and the National Railways of Mexico have begun
through train service between Chicago and Mexico City. The daily round-trip service will

speed automobiles, auto parts and intermodal freight between the two cities in five days.
(INFD News)

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD HELPS SAVE A MILLION LIVES - Two hundred tons of a protein-rich
grain product which traveled the UP System in early December will arrive socon'in the famine
struck Afriean nation of Ethiopia.

The Lauhoff Grain Division of the Bunge Corporation donated the product - corn soya milk -
and UP System donated transportation to the Port of Pine Bluff, Arkansas. Nutrition experts
estimate the 400,000 pounds could save as many as a million 1ivea. Who' says big railroads
don't have a h&art!l (INFO News with last comment by your editor)

ROCK TSLAND SUNBELT LINE - UP FOR SCRAP? - The L.B, Foster Company apparently has orders
to begin taking up the old Rock Island railroad tracks between Perry, Arkansas and
McAlester, Oklahoma in mid-January, weather permitting. That company was also responsible
far'ﬁtrapping other Rock Island trackage in Arkansas over the past years and is currently
in the process of taking up the Rock Island tracks from Enid, Oklahoma teo Ponca City.

Although the L.B. Foster Company says it has the go-ahead to begin dismantling this
trackage, the Chicago Pacific Corporation, which has jurisdiction ever the bankrupt Reck,
says it knows of no such orders and that there are still some negotiations going on.
They said they would know at least two months in advance of any forthcoming scrapping.
However, L.B. Foster Company said otherwise.

Bill Pollard and myself, Ken Ziegenbein, will keep you informed about the Rock in future
ARKANSAS RAILHOADERS. It would be a sad day indeed if this dismantling would be allowed.
If you agree, write to the Coverner's office and newspapers.

(CENERAL MEWS will be continued on page 11)



Missouri Pacific accepted delivery from EMD
of CP50's during late 1980 and 1981, MP #3503 and
3508 pulled the DN train (Dupo to New Orleans
hotshot) by Hoxie Sub milepost 306, pole 27 on
August 15, 1981 at 12:55PM,

This was the first of three hotshots running in
tandem to pass this location, 5 poles south of
Mack crossover near McRae, Arkansas. Second was
CHZ at 1:05PM with MP #3311 and 3306 (5D40-2's) and
third was CHMZ at 1:10PM with another pair of
§D40-2's, numbers MP 6045 and 3300,
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(From the collection of Danny Pennington)
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HOGTRAIN SPECIAL to the Arkansas-Auburn

football game, ready to leave Little Rock's
Union Station the morning of December 27, 1984,
The train actually left at 11:48AM, carrying
about 130 Hogfans (football hogs, not engineers!).
This special to the Liberty Bowl in Memphis
returned that same night after the game, getting
back to Little Rock im the wee hours of the morning.
Many of the cars were from the Memphis Railroad
Museum, some of which were used on "Sentimental
Journey'" excursions in the past. No Amtrak cars
were used at all,
Part of the route to Memphis was ever freight-
only MOPAC line from Bald Knob, Arkansas to
Augusta to Memphis.

(Photos by Ken Ziegenbein)
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This is one of the first trains to cross the country.
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Bhown along the route of the Missourl and Arkansas railroad are the mineral depoxite which

—From drawing by Dividen of Geslegr, Arkunsan - Restuzesa and Develapmenh Commissr

the Arkansas Resources and Development Commission believes can be utilized only if operation of
the idle road is resumed. The drawing was taken from a map prepared by the Division nf Geology

for use at Interstate Commerte Commission hearings last vear. The shaded area
Searcy to West Helena does not depict glass saril:l but s chiefly a farming area,

shown from

RAILROAD DECLARED ESSENTIAL FOR
ECONOMIC USE OF KEY MINERALS

Utilization of large reserves of
mineral resources along the routs
pof the idle Missouri and Arkansas
rallroad never will be possible If
the railroad is abandoned, accord-
ing to Director Hendrix Lackey of
the Resources: apd Developmaent
Commission and Harold Faxhall,
qu genlogist,

: Limestone Availahla

Chisf among these minerals In
the ecomomic valus te the state ia
ghemical limestone, Mg, Foxhall
pald the large ressrves of this
mineral eannot economically be
trucked ot becauss of a small

in of profit per ton. Rallroad
uwf ¢ would make Its production
because largs volumes
ean be moved more cheaply, he
uf;]nu sand I8 another plentiful
mineral which must be moved in
frelght ear volume, ageording to
Me, Foxhall. This production, ho
said, stopped almost with the end
of M & A opecations. It s a re-
source that may be used by gials
companiss at Fort Smith and Gul-

‘n. 4 ®
Shutdawn Halis Fine Wlining
The mining of “hligh grade” zine

ab tha Big Hurricane mine south

of Harrison was sald to have ceas-
ed when rail service stopped,
“There iz & petential of many
minerals in ths sren which can
mever ba hauled out by truck, hut
which witll be prﬁfitahle it rafl

M & A Line Backers
Form Car-a-Day Club

As a semi-serious bulwark be-

hind thelr schemea to reinstate
the Missouri and Arkansas rails
rond as an . aperating line, &
group of Harrison citizens have
organized the M., and A. Anti-
Abnndonment and Car-A-Day
Club, 1

FPrealdent J. B, S8awhill, indus-
trial financing engineer, said m
prospective member must promise
to originate o earlond of new
traffic each day a3 an inftlation
fea, A 10-carlond promise is good
for life membership. Duess ars
“anything from 10 cents up par
month,” Mr,; Sawhill said.

Goal of the 48-member group
Is to provide a new cariomd per.
day per mile of the road, Any-
ohe may join, Meetinga are sub-
ject ta eall by Charles Myera,
treasurer mnd president of tha
Myers Milling mpany.

added, Most of this, he added, is
heavy material.

He said preoduction In an area 10
ko 15 miles on either side of the

| road from Harrison to Leslie “will

ba blanked out” as far as mineral
production iz concerned if rail serv-
ice & unavailabls. ;

Mr. Lackey saffirmed Mr. Fox-
hall’s opiniona an the: mineral re-
source potentinl mlong the  rail
route

trrvicu Ix available"” Mr.

Foxhnil

. He a.dﬂert t‘hat h? helisved
— i —— & i — — =% — - - =]

the state will get a "black eve” in
other states if it says {t doea not
have the resources to support the
Hne.

He sald he did not propose any
apecific method for getting the
line back inte operation. "I just
want to zee it operate” he sald.

Mr. Lackey was particularly anx-
fous that the road be avallable to
serve the Whits river basin which
he predicted eventually will become
one of the most fmportant indus-

trial and recreational areax in Ar- 'l

kansas,
Dama Will Open Region

He said the avstem of dams, pro-
posed -or under construction  in
North Arkansas and Bouth Missour
o the White, Black, Eleven Paint
Neorth Fork, Strawberry, Buffalo
and Littla Red rivers will provids
“vaxst" sources of power for Indus-
try and numerous [akes and wa.
terways for recreation.

He raferred to the cempleted
MNorfork dam on the Nerth Fork of
White river, and the Bull Sheal.
and Table Rock dams under twa)
on the White river. Propoted damn-
are: Water Valley on the Eleven
Foint, Bell Foley on the Strawber-
berry, Greer's Ferry on the Lit-
tle Red and Lone Rack on the Bul-
falo,

Study Old Freight Records

In Harrizon, 12 two-man team:
are mbstracting all Billings ‘oo
on the M & A during 1845 Thi
tntnrmatlan will be given ta 1. i r

v 1

i .
ray, Greater Little Rock Cham-
of Commerce traffic manager,
believes it will prove to an op-
ing rallroad that a major line
leasas the road and operate |t
profit If it 1s purchased by
state under a recent proposal.

He szid he hopes to show Weat-
ern roads the amount of business
they will loss from freight origi-
nating on the M & A If the line =
abandoned. Mr. Murray baliaves he
can prove that a road leasing the
line not aaly will got back business

on its linem out of the state but alss
have the benefit of the business
within the state,

Mr, Murray alzo be he can
show that a prospective eperating
line wauld receive s business
which operation of the M & A

would stimulate,

of the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Enginesrs and some paid clerks:
,The groups have besn complling
|the information sincs Monday,

—

Thkis ARKANSAS GAZETTE
af Sent 1A, 1748 was
ugsed with permission.

Even though the re-
production leaves a lot
to be desired; I
thought it was worth
reading anyway.,

Has anyone done a
study like this on the
Rock Island's "Sunbelt"
route now up for grabs?

We should learn from
history.

The abstracts are being prepnnd‘
at Harrison by volunteer members™

‘__.
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STACK MUSIC

by: William Church
(From: "My Love Affair With The Blue and Gold")

Back in the days when the ink was fresh on my Conductor's Examination Card and my waist
line was way on the minus side of my age, I had the joy to be a witness to a duel to the
death with gravity between two Missouri Pacific Hogs battling up that 2.5% grade of 3,99
miles between Hogan, Missouri and Tip-Top on the Missouri Pacific's Desoto Sub of the
Missouri Division.

It was one of those cold winter evenings that so often grips that part of Missouri,
the temperature hovering way below Cairo (that is what us "Tiff-diggers''used to say
when it was below Zero). I was the skipper on one of the many second sections of mail
and express that the Missouri Pacifie used to run when the regular schedules could not
handle the business in their regular trains.

We had received orders at Bismarck that the "Meat Train" had rights over us to Tip-Top
and we had arrived there long before any sight or sound of the tardy schedule arrived.

I was standing in the vestibule looking for some indication that the "Meat" was coming
when way off in the distance I heard the sound of two hogs battling it out with gravity
on the south slepe of the mountain,

From the exhaust it was plain that the weather and rail conditions were working against
them and from the stack music that was ringing out into the air, both hoggers were whipping
their steeds for all it was worth.

Way down in the valley the chant of '"You take this one, I'll get the other" rang out
in the cold winter evening. Then one of the jines started to slip and only one engine
held the train om the hard pull,

Breathless for minutes I listened to the battle between gravity and tonnage and soon
they appeared around the curve at the south end of Tip-Top, both engines chanting, "You
take this one, 1I'1ll take the other" and at the south switch the road engine and the helper
engine held the entire train for a second until the "Mike'" regained her feet and started
pulling again,

This made such an impression on me that after we departed Tip-Top I scratched a short
poem in my train book as a tribute to a fleeing moment of history.
Have you ever been awake in the
dead of the night.
when all the world was still?

ind heard the sound of a North-bound
a struggling up the hill

Visualize====the fire-red sky, the glow
from the fire box door
As the tallow-pot with a bended back
aide the stoker with it's chore.

Thrill when she slips, drivers losing
their grip.

Spinning on dangerous ground.

When the big Jack slips:on the znow
wet rails,

Her woice fades away in the night.



inly to come right back with a booming
stack,

And continues on with the fight.

Btruggling onward, pounding hard
Pulling with all her might.

When she clears Tip-Top, her safety
valve pops.

And the 0ld Gal wins the fight.

This ode to struggling giants stayed hidden for years in the erumbling vellow leaves
of a conductor's train book until I found & snap shot made in 1941 of the 6601 and the
1431 coming up Tip-Top and 1 remembered the poem. (See photo below)

It was uncanny that the photographer had captured on film what I had put down on paper,
even to the "Mike" slipping at the south switch.

S0 now you know the rest of the story, That dreams do come true for those who stay and
wait.

- END -

(William Church is a retired Missouri Pacific Conductor)
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THE GEQRGETOWMN LOOFP

By: Gene Hull

“On Colorado Bay, August lsr, 1984 Governor Richard D. Lasm dedicated the
recongtructed Georgetown Loop Bridge at & ceremony conducted by the
Colorade Historical Sociecy.™

Behind these words lies one of the Flne engineering feats of Amerigan rallroading. As the accomplisheéd storyteller
would say, "Thersupon hanga & tala."

By 1E77 the Unien Pacific - controlléd Colorade Central was operating a standard gauge rallroad from Hazard, Wyoming,
Just west of Cheyenne, south to Denver, Colovado. The U.P. took direct control by a 50-year lease on 1 March 1879, and
Colorado Central stock jusped in wvalue from © te 25 cents per share. Thers was growing competition to provide trans-
portation to the fabulous nining districts in the meuntains west of Denver. Up the canyon of Clesr Creek dizcovery of
gold avd silver ores gave birth to such f.m:i‘n.l!ing camps as Elack Hawi, Central l:i:.y. Forks Creek, Emplre, Gﬁutiltm
and Silver Plume, Farther west across the granite barrier of the Continental Divide lay the tremendously cich silver-
gold field at Leadville at the headwvaters of the Arkansas River. Remcval of Bulky cres from these areds to the refining
mills was extremely expensive, The construction of even a wagon read up the tortucus, twisting canyons and over the range
of mountains towering to more than 13,000 feet elevation was often impossible. Trains of pack mules and flop-earred
donkeys (Rocky Mountain canaries) wers the only Feasible trangportaticn, The railroad which controlled thiz trade would
FEAp GNOMOUS TRVEnues.

The Colorado Cemtral standard gauge track was laid through the liccle towm of Golden, 16 milea weat of Denver, and
at the mouth of Clear Creck Canyon. The town was named for Thonas Golden, an eatly setiler in the avea. The U.F. sent
survey crews looking for a route across the mounteins, but when they considered Clear Creek Canyon it wap possible, but
rot probable, and certainly not favorable. Also, rights-of-way had already been obtained from the Territorial Legislature
by three toll road companies for wagon roads in che canyon, in vhich there harely waw room for the creek. W.A.H. Loveland,
s business leader in the community of Golden, had formed the Clear Creek 5 Guy Gulch Wagon Bosd Compery, leased the wagon
road rights of the other conpanies, and on 11 Mareh 1872 sold everything to tha Cslorade Central R.RK/ Co, for $100,000,

Winding thaough Clean Creeh Canyon west of Golden, Colonado, $he aailfs of the Colerade
{‘Em.ai passed the outline of the face of "Mothex Grundy” fooking upward facm the
night-hand wall, Thid L4 Lypdcal of the many cuaves of he navaow gauge {n £he canmgon

or the way Lo Geongetown and Sifver Plume, Colonado. Photo faken 4n 1874, (Collection
of Geng Hull)

Since the Colorads Central was 21l standsrd geuge, there was an enormous smount of expensive rock work and tunnel
excavation. There wss a rumer that in Clear Creek Canyon the rattlesnakss more than three years old wers harmless. After
negotiating the twisting path for three years, the snakes verg so siff with arthritis they were unable to coil and strike.
How we will refute one of the "facts” of railroad histery.

Tor more than hundred yesrs it hag besn said that Ceneral William J. Palmer originated the concept of “narrow gauge"
railroading in the Rocky Mountsins when ho built his Denver & Rio Grande, This s only partly true. The englneexing
plans and specifications for the Clear Creek branch of the Colorads Central were prepsved under the direction of Cape.
Fdward L, Bartheud snd T. €. Sickels, engineers of the U.P, and Barthoud suggested the road be bdilc on the narrow gauge
of 3'20" ., The decision wos made to accspt the ides in May 167D. In & letter written {n April 1B80 by Capt. Bertheud to
the editer of Railuay Age Magarine he said the survey ond location in Clesr Creek Canyon was begun in April 1870 and two
and one=fourth miles were graded that year. (The DERG was buflt narrow gauge snd made its first run 14 Auguat 1871, The
Colorads Central nacrow gauge made its first run 1 Saptember 1872 = suthor.)

Therefore, the CO decided upon narrow gauge before the D4RG was Begun and must be given the credit of establishing the
adoption of narrow gouge £n the Hockies. The DERG was the first to put narrow geuge in actusl cperations in Colorado.

Little mining camps and tosma isolated in the mountains were getting impacient for railroad service, If the Colorade
Central didn't gat off ite rear end and do something, the people would look elsevhera, John Evans, Ind Territorfal
Governor af Colorads in 1881, said he and some friends would bulld a railroad to Georgetoim in upper Clear Creek Canyon
if the CC dida't, How could he do this, sirce the CC controlled the right-of-way through the canyon? No one asked.

The U,F.-CC wag rot finacially able to butild up che canyen, neither could they afford mot to. People in Gilpin County
vored a bond issus of $300,000 if rails resched Black Hawk by 1 May 1872 and Central Cicy by 1 June, a distance of 24 niles
from Goldén., The people of Central City were paying exorbicant freight rates by wagon train and when Mr. Sickels of the

1.7, promisad rates of §2 a ton, thers wan great joy in town. The folks rushed out to enjoy & rainbow and were struck by
lightning!



K isting up the canvon about 13 miles to where
When they voted the $300,000 bond fssue, prading was begun and went tw a
Clear Crtekrforhd, Tha main creek turned porthwest te Central City, abour 11 miles. Bouth Clesr Cresk r.nm'.In':td \{p a
canyon to the base of the main range of mountains, sbout 16 miles, where it curved gouthward to Georgetown and Silver
Flume. (Did you think we never would get to the point of our storyl).

L eached The Forks, Mr. Sickels decided the ralls would stop there, unless tha folks at Central City cams
up t?t: frr:g;gﬁ EEEU‘FUW. The “ligheoing sctruck" cltilzens had no cholee = it was Colorade Central or nath_‘mg] The c:ug::: k
up $250,000. On 1 September 1672 rails reached The Forks and an excursion Eraln was run. E? 17 D:cu'bu; raile u:mh 0 c
Hawk and che firencial depreasion of 1673 stopped construction. Central Clcy got thelr gailrcad in 1878, Some af the
interesting decalls show that curves of M-Yi-and 36 degress were used sa well as pgrades up te 3,96 percent.

The Colorada Central had the entire Clear Creek torritory sewed wp, and was in no huery Lo extend :ht road to
Georgecawn, Il miles west of The Forks, Economic conditiens improved and construction up South Clear Croek was begun :
in 1877. The road wus opened for traffic to Georgetown 14 August 1877, The mining of precious metals across the mun:; na
8t Leadvilla was a prize of prest value for the Colorade Central, as well as to che Denver & Ris Crande, and rhe fabulous
Denvor, Bouth Park & Pacific. Many "paper” raillroads, and wagon roads and tusnels were proposed. Thére were 3o many .
survey stokes driven into the castern mountain slopes below Loveland Pass (elev. 11,992 feet) the area looked 1ike a
poreupine”s back:

Ope of these was the Atlactic-Pacific Bailway Tunnel Company, incorpovated 15 Februsry 1884 by Marcus M. ?nm.er::. .
There wag quite a bit done oo this project in the vicioley of our story. The evidencd can be 5tanhtoduj.l. ?mruhrllu ] : &
town of Bakerwille, four miles west of S1lver Plume, it is only & couple of miles to a hole in the mountain below Lovelan
Pags, Exsct messorements io 1937 revgaled the tunnel excavation extends 3,600 feet on the sant ond and about BGO Feer ac
the vest ond. From  Bakerville a & percent grade vould easily resch the esast portal. Wock oo the tuonel was 'Iw.l:adhh],l
the fingocial panic of 1893, Very nesr the site a tunnel for U,5. Highway 5 (now Interstate 70) was blasted bnll'l.ai:
Loveland Pass.

Finally in early 18B1 the 0.P. made a public anneuncessnt they would build & rosd frem the end of the Calorsda Central
AL Ceorgeiown, throwgh or over the mountalns to Loadville, but the work could nst be done by the GC. This road was gaddled
with & cloped morfgage. To Finance addicional conptricticn o new cospany wae needed. On 23 Pebruary 1881 cha Geoprgetoun

Breckenridge & Lesdville Railway Company was farmed, The route was located and lafd out by Robart Blickensderfar
(definacely not an Irishman}, a eivil engineer hired by the U.P. Roboerr B. Stanton was ehief engineer for the GBSL. Work
began in January 1887 and réils resched Silver Plumé on Saturday night B March 1884, Crading uas extended Four nileg to

Bakarville. The fact that 4.12 miles of rosd were built in TWE YEARS AND TWO MORTHS is an over simplificacion of the
Bituation,

Lt : } oo o e
Silver Pluse, Coforads about 1914, Raifs of £he naviow pause Guergetown, Brechennidn
B Leadwiffe ané n foaeground. The GEEL became part of the Colonado § Souathean |1
Januaey 1859, [Collection of Geng Hall)

The Geargetown dépn: wal 0t BATE feet olevation and the depot at Silver Plume
2 difference of 638 foec. The depots were only TWO MILES apart! This computes te
undesirable, (1 told you we would ger to che point of cur staryl}

was to be st an elevation of 9114 feer,
be a grade of &+ percent, which was mosc

Ta overcome this probles of the Steep canyon of Clear Creek betwoen Geargatoun and Silv
feazute that had not beon uaed before on an American raillroad - a bridge spiral! The bast deseription of a railroad spiral
was given in 2 garly dssue of the Railroad Gazeccm, “...a rallroad spital 18 a device for galving distance on hesvy grades
o whi:th the line, fn clinbing, is turned hack upon itgelfl and erosses over Ltself ac a higher ¢levatlon. The siapler term

loop" s quitd frequently used...” The Onian Pacific annual report for I8EE contdined che following, "...This Georgetown
Breckenridge & Leadviile line vas. the wost difficult pleca of mountalin conglraction in che whole Unfon Pacifis syEtam, "

er Plume the éaginoers usod a

Comszructlon of the bridge began during 1882, The Phoenix Eridge Company of Fheanixvilie, Pa,
furnish and erece the iron for the bridge. The iron arsived in Denver on standard gsupe cors and
gauge cars [or the teip up: the canyen. On Friday night 5 Octobir 1883 che Firse car arrived at Georgetosm. Twonty-thres
cars of Lron remgined in the vard at Gelden uncil meeded, The granite magenTy piers were completed on I Dctober and the
firse dron gérder was pur in position 15 Ogtober 1883, The censtructian Eang begao laying rail on the bridge 3§ January
1884, and on 28 February engineer Genrpe Cooper of ldabe Springs slowly moved the First locomative across the great bridge.

fot the contract to
waE tranaferred to narrow

In an early ‘tague of the Railroad Cazette thers was an article writcen by Mr. Adolphus Eonzeps, Viee Prasident and Chiof
Enginesr of the Phoenis Aridge Company, in uhich he gove a description of the track, ., .The gradlent or rise of track
on, and Lo the vicinity of, the apiral is almost continuous at L85 fest to the mile (3 1/21) for the first four miles,,.,
The naxinum curvature, found on the big Iill, sometises known as Horseshos Curve, 13 30 degrees, or 193.7 foar radius. . .M

d, cedar ties, ho tie plates, and
grade of 2% on a eurve of 18 degrees and 30 minutes. The bridge was 300 fost

There was some very sharp iB-degree curves, Congtruction includad o plein dire roadbe
40-pound rail. The tesck on the bridge had a
Long .

Beoagetown, Brschowsidge £ Leaduilfe BB, fookimg dowm geade fowand Geongetoms, Coly,,
i Te Backgvonnd, Locomet e oo Che Wigh Beldge. The seene is in the dpadng of 1884,
doon aften the baidge was compfeted i Februasy. [Cobloction ¢f Gene Hull]




This spectacular structure was a mecca far the Colovade tourist and sightecer. It remained in servics until che lage
scheduled pazsenger train ren on 30 January 1939, The Gecrgetown Loop Bridge, over which relled trains tartying millions
of dellars worth of gold and silver ore, was sold for $450 to the Silver Plume Mining & Milling Company. The steel was
used as mine-supports. The rails were resoved from Clear Creek Canyon, and mother nature began reclsiming the land and
removing Che acavs of man's work - except the native cut stone plers of the big Sridge.

Early in Junusey 1967 the depot at Silver Plume was baing woved from the path of cemsiruction for Interstace High=
way 70. A yreup of skiers planned to convert it to & club house. On 11 Beptember 1967 the Colorado State Historical
Soclety anncunced its plans for the "Georgatown Loop Historical Mining Ares." One million dollsrs would be spent to
create a mindng museum in the center of the Loop area, to be opened in 1370, Then, by 1976, Colorade's centennial
year, they hoped to have the “railroad operating sgain, sbout four miles hetween Georgetown and §ilver Pluze.

At the Danver Federsl Center the U.5, Army Enginesrs from Fort Carson, Colo., began unloading railroad flat cars on
4 pugust 1972, The DERGW at Alamowa, Colo., had donated to Che Georgetown Loop Wistorfcal Ares some DATEOW gAURE CATS =
flar €302, ceefer 153, dump 824, box 15621, and stock 5702, The enginears unloaded them snd hauled them to the area. As
a trafning exsrocise che Acmy Engineers had done some gradicg, as well ss building a foundstion for the rescued Silver
Plume depot. Cabooge 0386 was ingluded with the freight carae.

In July 1973 an agresment was signed between the Colorads State Histarical Soclety and a group providing for the
feconstruction and operation of the famous old Oeorgecown Loop as o passenger-carrying tourist rallroad, A few hundred
feet of temporary track had been laid near the Silver Flume depot to hold the denated DERCH tars. Also, the concession-
sire had bought o Few old DERGY cars from s scrap dealer at Chama, K.M. During September 1573, & U.5. Army Construction
Battalion wos to be staticned at the Laop o fnstall & couple of enall bridges and lay about two miles of rails donated
by the Union Pacific. The old grade had been preserved during construction of Interstate 70 through the canyon,

When the CB's had departed in October, they had laid 3,500 Feet of roil. The Colorsde Central Warrow Gauge R.H.
{tourist road at Central Ciry) sant narrow gavge 2-8-0 locomotive Wo. 44 to Silver Plume to Welp during construction,
but the CB's wied thelr equipment. They planned to return in 1974 o extend the track to mear the High Bridge,

In 1974 the towms of Georgetown and Silver Plume were included fn the Mational Historical Sites Frogram. (n tha
weskend of 24-25 August che sight and sound of & stess lotomotive returned to the Silver Plune area after 43 years:
Engine Ko.d4 (from International Railway of Central Americs) oade saveral runa over about o mile of treck with a few cars
and faboose. The citigens at Silver Plume were unhappy about the large nosber of visitors bunting parking space. Sanitary
facilities were a probles for the 100-year old communicy, which was not prepared,

During the pummer of 1975 che road wme cperated regularly oo weekends untfl late July, then daily through labor Day,
The engine and the cars were lsrterad GESL far the name of the eriginsl road. That Fall, as an old uildiog in Denver vas
being dismantled, twe S0-foot turntables wern dipcoveréd serving as roo! supports. They were removed and takon o the
GEEL at Sllver Plume.

@n 11 April 1976 much snow and fce wore resoved so the CB'a could begin work on the line. Beginning 29 Hay twe miles of
crachk were ready and trains ran each hour betwean 1l a.m, and 5 pum. In the spring 'of 1977 two and one-half oiles of track’
uere réady, and 2-8-0 Ko. &0, also from Central Ameriea, came dowm from Central City to Belp Koo 44, late in 1997 the former
West Side Shay, d-truck ¥o. 8, was porchesed. In the summer of 1978 rraffie was so good, tralns ran through Septenber,
carrying a total of &6, 000 passengers. Quite an incresse over 22,000 the year before. The Shay proved vory popular.

In the spring of 1981 o switchbadk waa instslled to reach the lower level and traios ran oll the way betwvesn Silver
Plume and’ Garogetown, but the histerical soefety fafled to approve the idea and the gwitchback was repoved. Esrly in 1582
all squipment from Countral City was  brought to Sflver Plume, making two Shays and two Z-8-0°s avaflable.

in Hay 1562 the Boettcher Fourdarion of Denver made a 51 millisn grant to rebuild the Georgetown Losp. That summer an
architect drew plans for a visitor center, but tunning crains inte Georgetowm proper wos a problem, Houses had been
built en the old grade, Enginears begen working designs for restering the High Bridge. On 21 March 1983 & contract uves
signed with the Flatiron Structurs Co. of lengment, Colo., to rebufld the bridpe for 51,037 017. Steel fabricacion was done
by Bristel Steel Co., with plants in warious Esatarn cities, Erection was to be dene by Grett Brochers Steel Co. of
Benvar. Construction of concrete piers began in early May. The original stone plers wore begun just 100 years sarlier.

The [irst shevalful of dirt was turned 2 May 1983, Representatives of varieus towns end historical sscleties were
present as work was done smid alternate soow and sunshine, On Memorial Day the firet trais began under a brillfant sun
and ended the diy {n a stow squall. Progress on the bridge was rapid. The first steel went uwp 24 August 1983, and the
next week all eight bents were in place. A strike ot & stesl plant delayed receipt of brace rods. Efd of track at
Georgetown wag at the paved road to the power plant in the scuthwest part of townm.

On Sunday 2% Seprember 1983 the final end central span of the bridge was suinging {nto place. The contractors snd
others held a plenic perty with free train rides. Hera than 5878 ,000 was availeble to build a visitor center amd
aining hiscerical display at Georgetown, As was said at the beginoing, Gov. Richard Laom dedicated the rebullt
Gasrgetown loop Bridge on 1 Aupust 1984, After gerting the derailed car back on the track, the first train crossed
the high bridge, cutting loose many strings of balloons to float awsy into o clear, blue Colorado sky.

The glorious past of Colorade varrow gauge raillrosding has been brought to life.

- END -
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DUES ARE DUE
1985 dues to the Arkansas Railroad Club are now due for the next calendar year. Here are
the rates:
IN-STATE $10.00 per calendar year
QUT OF STATE ASSOCIATE 7.50 per ‘calendar year
1f you desire, NRHS dues can be
added to the local dues @ 9.00 per calendar year extra
Make your checks payable to the "ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB" and mail to either:
Dick Byrd, Treasurer G. R, Holt, Secretary
12 Flintwood Drive P.0. Box 16392
Little Rock, Arkansas 72207 Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71613
Ken Ziegenbein, Editor The yearly dues include 12 Issues of the
905 Valerie Drive ARKANSAS RAILROADER. Please print your name,
North Little Rock, Arkansas 72118 address and telephone number on your applicatien.

We try to get the next issue of the RATLROADER
to you as soon as your check is received, but
sometimes it will take 2 months to receive your
first issue. We appreciate your patience.



PASEENGER TRAIN OF THE MONTH

Missouri Pacifiec Train 1%, THE SUNFLOWER, accelerates through Tower Grove station in
western St. Louie ca. 1946, (Joe G. Collias photo from the collection of Mike Adams)
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GENEOLOGY OF SOME RAILROADS IN ARKANSAS (by Ken Ziegenbein)

Now that mergers are taking place in the railroad industry, I thought it would be nice to
see what a couple of our state's major railroads were once called. With a little help from
Gene Hull's research stored at the Little Rock Public Library plus newspaper accounts of the
time, here goes:

UNION PACIFIC SYSTEM (Missouri Pacifie) - - =

1) Chartered in various parts of the state as : '"Little Rock and Fort Smith", "Little
Fock and Napoleon" or "Cairo and Fulton".

2) Then it became, in some parts of its organization, the "Little Rock, Pine Bluff and New
Orleans".

3) Next - the "Little Rock, Mississippi River and Texas" (or
Northwestern').

4) The famous "St., Louis, Iron Mountain and Southern".

5} The "Missouri Pacific"

6) And now the Union Pacific System.

ST. LOUIS & SQOUTHWESTERN RAILWAY ("Cotton Belt') - - -

LE o

Texas, Mississippi River and

) This road was once known in Arkansas as the "Paramore Narrow Gauge" and in another part
of the area as the "Pine Bluff & Swan lLake". (Can you imagine restoring the "Pine Bluff
& Swan Lake" £197)

Z2) Next the railroad was knewn as the "Little Rock, Pine Bluff & White River".

3} Then it became the "Pine Bluff, Monroe and New Orleans".

4) The "Pine Bluff & Bastern".

5) "Pine Bluff & Arkansas River", and finally,

6) The St. Louis & Southwestern Railway

7) And now, the Southern Pacifiec-Santa Fe Industries,

et

LLE & " L Lol

The STLSW was also known variously as "Texas & St, Louis","Texas & St. Louis Rwy of
Arkansas", "St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas Rwy'", then the "St. Louis & Southwestern Ruwy!''.



(GENERAL NEWS continued from page 2)

NEW LITTLE ROCK & WESTERN INTERCHANGE - The new Vinegar Spur Connection of the Little Rock
Western is in operation and the first trip oceurred November 28, 1984 by LRW with Locomotive
No. 102. The LR&W now goes to North Little Rock and exchanges cars in either the City Yard
or 100 Yard at the Hump Yards. A Mo Pac Road Foreman accompanied them the first two trips.
The delivery usually occurs between 1:00 and 2:30PM each afternoon.

LANDMARK GONE - The week of Thursday, November 25th marked the actual beginning of
demolition of the 0ld Main Backshop at Pike Avenue,

NEW 5000's ARRIVE — New S$D-50 UP/MP Locomotives are now in service and were delivered
i late November.

STRANCE NEW HUMP SETS -~ A trial of using UP SD-45's in Hump Service took place the week
°f lNovember 30th. UP #45 and 47 were out set providing high-horsepower turbocharged hump
power. These units are high-maintenance units and UP wants to keep them clese to home,

MORE AMTRAK FACTS - For Fiscal Year 1983, Amtrak was on time 81.5% with oparational
revenues covering 79.7% of short-term avoidable costs. Amtrak travelled over 24,000 route
miles in 1983 with a fleet of 272 locomotives, average age of 5 years. Amtrak owned 1,480
operating passenger cars, including 784 Superliners, 490 Amfeet I and 128 Amfleet 1T cars
plus 895 Heritage Fleet cars. Average life of the passenger cars was 14 .8 years.

SPECIAL TRAIN - Missouri Pacific ran an officer's special December 4th from North Little
Rock to Kansas City via Coffeyville, Kansas, GP38-2"s MP 2308/2328, UP 100, MP "St, Louis"
and MP 10 were the consist. Also, MoPac #3, ex-WP "Feather River" was seen on freight LK
between Little Rotk and Kansas City December 5th. This car is in MoPac blue. (The MIXED
TRAIN) .

AMTRAX REROUTE? - The "Eagle" is going to have a new connection point with the "Sunset"
in Dallas if the powers that be have their say. According to the CLEARANCE CARD Dallas
area newsletter, it is "assured" that the rerouting of the "Sunset" over the Houston-
Dallas Southern Pacific Line will occur, possibly as early as this January. The "Eagle"
would combine with the "Sunset" at Dallas and both go westward to Ft. Worth, Weatherford,
Abilene, Midland and El Paso, serving a total population of over 4 million people. We'll
see,

REMEMPER? - Remember back in 1979 when Amtrak cut out five long distance routes to save
880 million? The result - the Amtrak deficit increased by 860 million instead, due to
the loss of revenues of those five long-distance trains. It's the long distance trains
that make money for the corporation, not the corridors as any airline will attest.

| (RAIL TRAVEL REWS)

NEW MEXICO SEEKS 100 MPH SERVICE - The New Mexico DOT has awarded a contract to study the
feasibility of a rapid rail passenger system linking Albuquerque and Santa Fe. This

Rio Crande Corridor will focus on using existing Santa Fe rails, thereby greatly reducing
the costs, as opposed to building a new high-speed rail system like tried in California.
(RAIL TRAVEL NEWS)

EDITOR GONE FOR NEXT MEETING — I will be gone to Texas to attend my widowed father's
wedding during the next meeting of the Arkansas Railroad Clubk, Januaty 13. If anyone

has any material they wish published in the RAILROADER, please mail them to me or bring
tha items by. All of you that gave me pictures to use, they're safely tucked away in

my briefcase. 1'1l start mailing some of them back to you, the ones used already. See you
in February
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The next meeting of the Arkansas Railroad Club will be held Sunday afternocon, January
13 at 2:00PM in the Twin City Bank Building on Main Street in North Little Rock (right
across the river from Little Rock). Go te the third floor.

The speaker will be Pat Lynch, talk show host on radio station KARN (AM 920). He'll
give a talk on trains. His father worked fer the GM&O Railroad, so he likes trains pretty
much, He will bring some old mementos from his childhood te share. He espéecially likes
the passenger train "Panama Limited".

Randy Tardy got this program together, our outgoing President (Fred Fillers is our new
President). Randy got together with Pat Lynch when he sent him an article in the 1947
edition of TRAINS on the "Panama Limited" train. Pat was so greatful, he asked if there

was anything he could do in return. Randy immediately put him on the spot and asked him
to give a program at our club,

ook i S



The ARKANSAS BATLROAD CLUB is & non=profit organization of railroad and train lowvers
who meet onee a month on the second Sunday of the month. This month's meetivg place is
listed under the "PROGEAM" notice.

The ARKANSAS RATLROADER is the monthly publication of the Arkansas Railroad Club and
ig generallv mailed first class oné or two weeks before the monthly meeting. In order for
you to receive this monthly newsletter, you must be a member of the Arkansas Railreoad Club.
Current dues are 510/ year for Arkansas residents and $7.50/vear for out af state. The
publication is mailed automatically to all membars. If you would like te jodn; send your
chieck, made payable to the Arkansas Railroad Club, to Bick Byrd, 12 Flintweod DPr, Little
Rock, AR 72207, You miy also joig the National Railsmay Historical Seoiety through the club
by paving $59.00/yvear more, : o

Editor of the ARKANSAS RATLROADER is Een Ziegenbein, with John Martin assistant editer.
Stories for puhlanuson are welecome as well as pictures. Send all correspondence regarding
the ARKANSAS RAILROADER to:

ten diepenbein
S05 Valerie Br
North Little Rock, AR 72113

(501)=-758-1340
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