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Little Rock & Western (LRWIo #7736 leads a westbound freight through Houston, Arkansas on its'
retum trip from Little Rock, January 9, 2002. This line runs on th€ former Rock Island "Sunbelt" line
that until 1980 lan from Memphis through Little Rock to Oklahoma City, terminating in Tucumcari,
New Mexico. The line today runs as far west as Danville, Arkarsas - the rest ofthe track west ofl-ittle
Rock was taken up in the mid 1980s. (Ken Ziegenbein photo)



"MOONED"ON THE SANTA FE IN 1899

Engineer Haas, ofthe Santa Fe Oklahoma Divisior! was running a northbound freight
train a *ays south of Mulball {'hen he.ounded a curve and sa\r the h@dlight ofan
onooming train. Haas appli€d the air, reversed the engine, ard was about to jump for
his life wher he rea.lizEd his mistake. The headlight was actually the mooq which was
at just the right height and posirion to fool him. Haas k not the first engineer to be
fooled in this way. fcrt ie, OK Dailey Leadel, Decenber 1999. via Philip Mosele!)

REMEMBERING RULES

by: P. B. wooldridge

Back in the good old days beginning in late August the Cotton Belt would assemble all the empty box ca.s it
could find, in preparation fo.1he annual fall rush. Out on the Truman Branch it would fill every siding with
empties, in anticipation ofthe fall harvest ofcotton, soybeans, com, wheat and oats, plus all our regular
movements. They also filled the ysrd tracks at Gideon, Missouri, and I had to classify each car as to its
suitability for loading. Many ofthe cars were "dogs," rough and beat up and in need ofconditioning before
loading, if not r€j€cted

At the height ofthis 3 monrh fall rush, Fanners G4 a halfmile from the depot, ordercd 5 cars for bulk soybean
loading. Soybean loading requircd a very tight car. I had very few soybean empties in th€ yard, but one Union
Pacific box ch€cked suitable and I listed it to the local to be spotted at Farmers Gin.

Later that day I checked Famers Gin and discovered to my dismay that another lJ? mty, a "dog" had been
spotted by mistake.

Gdeon Anderson Lumber Co had its own switch engine, No. 80, a gasoline engine. In a quandary, I decided to
break all the rules and regulations. So I approached Fred, the brak€man, and "Shine" the engineer, and gave
lhem each a $l bill.

With my heart in my throat and nearing a nervous breakdown, I lined the main lin€ switch and headed Gideon
Anderson Engine No. 80 a.nd the proper lJ? box car out on the Cotton Belt main line, hoping against hope that
the trainmaster and Homer, his motor car driver, wouldn't show up. In 30 minutes time the deed was done, but
I sweated blood in the interim. The prop€I L? empty had been spotted for loeding and the "dog" had been
shov€d back into the yard.

All this was never known, but had it been all 6 members ofthe local crew would have been entitled to 100
miles pay, and I'm qujte sur€ an Agent would have been severely demerited or even terminated.

That's the way it was back then, back about 1949 Today all this has disappeared, gone the way ofprogress.
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2OO2 OFFICERS/POSITIONS OF TIIE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB

SRESIDEM - Fred Fillers, 29009 Bandy Rd, Linle Rock AR 72223-9720 (50t-821:2026t
VICE PRESIDENT - Ron Esserman, 326 Ess€rman Ln, Dover AR 72837-7754 (501-331-2030)
TREASURER - Walter B. Walker, 8423 Linda Ln, Little Rock AR 72221"5983 (501-225-0826)
lEgBET43y - Tammy Hodkin, 506 Gordon St., N Little Rock AR 721l7-4713 (501-945-2128)
EDIIQB - Ken Ziegenbein, 1023 Claycut Cir, N Little Rock AR 721l6-3728 (501-758-1340)
NRHS DIRECTOR - David P. Hoge, 3721 ldlewi ld,  N Lihle Rock AR 721l6 (501-771-1025)
PHOTOGRAPHER - John C. Jones, I l7 Coltonwood, Sherwood AR 72120-4011 (501-835-3729)
TzuP ADVERTISING - David P. Hog€, 372i Idlewild, N Little Rock AR 721 l6 (501-771-1025)
U.lgIQ&lAN - C€ne Hull, 350? E washington Ave lr3l, N Linle Rock AR 721 l4 (501-945-?386)
BOARD '02 ' Bill Bailey, 8318 Reymere Dr, Linle Rock AR 72227-3944 (501'224-6828)
Bq\&L103 - Robin Thomas. 10980 Rivercrest Dr #26, Little Rock AR 72212- 1412
BOARD '04 - Stanley Wozencraft, 108 N Palnr St, Little Rock AR 72205-3827 (501-664-3301)
Bq\8L!5 - Leonard Thalmueller,2l Hanover Dr, Little Rock AR 72209-21s9 (s0l-562-8231)
BOARD '06 - Jim Wakefield,3l6 Aubum Dr, Little Rock AR 72205-2769 (501 664-0232)

The ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB is a non-profit organization of rsilroad and train enthusiasts that was fonned in 1969. We
are allo the Little Rock Chrpt€r ofthe National Railway Hisloricrl Society, We meet on th€ second Sundsys ofmost months at 2
p.m. Anyore idterested in trains is welcome!

Dues to joiD the ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB are currently $20 a year, which includ€s the nonthly A ansfs Railnader
ncwsletter. Ifyou'd like tojoin the NRHS through our club (thus being a memb€r ofth€ Little RockChapter NRHS and
national NRHS), you nust pay $20 a y€sr nore, bringing the total to $40 a year for both. Dues rre always pryable on January
l" ofeach y€ar, but you may pay at any tine (memb€rship will exteod through th€ following year).

To join or ren€w, send your nane, address rnd phone number plus du€s to th€ ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB, PO BOX
9151, NORTH LIT'TLE ROCK AR 72119. Call 501-?58-1340 for information. The newsletter editorrs email address is:
trainsfdtraitrweather.com The Arkansas Railroader is put on the Web monthly, and that address is:
httpJ/www.lrainwerth€r.com

The next meeting/program ofthe Arkansas Railroad Club will be held SL'NDAY. FEBRUARY 10.2002 at our usual site,
Pulaski Heights Presblterian Church, 4401 Woodlawn Drive, Little Rock. Time will be 2 p.m. Th€ program will be given
by PETER SMYKIA, JR and is called "lsland Railroading." He will show slides ofhis many trips to various islands
around the world.

FUTURE PROGRAMS include a speaker from the Littie Rock Port Authority, possibly in March or April, and Tom
Shook will give a program on gas electrics in April or June.

SHOW AND Tf,LL - Club VP Ron Esserman said he hopes to have a Show and Tell table at all meetings in the future,
including the February 10 meeting. Ifyou have an).thing involving railroads you'd like to share with other people, call Ron
at 501-331-2030, I 'm sure most ofyou do.

NEW MEMBf,RS WANTED - Ask a friend tojoin the Arkansas Railroad Club. Ifyou need extra copies ofnewslotters 10
share, let me know and I'll mail you some.

TRAINWATCHING WEBSiTE - A group of Arkansas Railroad CIub members have been going to Union Station
Sunday mornings (sometimes I come dress€d in a suit, ready to go to church at I l) to photograph trains. Sometimes trains
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pass through once every l5 minutes, other times less. I've been putting small-sized w€b photos ofthis activity, along with
olher cuffent rail photography around the state (including the Liftle Rock & Wested west of Perry), on the following
rvebpager bgpl44ltdllgDlli4lgt99 Check it out often.

C.&S-!4EANIIG - G€rald Hook ofRussellville said that on page 9 ofthe January 2002 Arkansas Railroad€r, Cene Hull
talks about Delta and Colorado & Southern Air Lines providing 2 hour service between Little Rock and Kansas City.
Aclually, Delta Airlines purchased Chicago & Southern Air Lines in the 1950s wbich gave them access to Chicago. C&S
to us railroaders Dreans Colorado & Southern while to airline fans it's Chicaso & Sout|€lr.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR - Oear Editof.
ihrs is an Qpen letter to the membershrp of the Arkdnsas Railrodd Club. i have been thredtening to
,rf te thrs letter for some trl]]e, no\,/ is the time As I afi nol a "formal officer of this gredt club
at this time. I dm an honorary board member to keep any pnoJects slarted during my term as
P.esrdent This is l l ly second two term sessjon as President dnd I hdve been a member of the Board of
Dr rec tors  and I  have come to  a  conc lus ion .  Th is  o rgan iza t ion  js  a l  a  na jo r  c rossToads

2002 f r rds  the  Arkansas  Rar l road C lub  s la r t ing  i t  s  33rd  yedr  aS an  0rgdn iza t ion .  Th is  was the  l i t ie
that this group stdrted as d chapter of the National Rail l, lay Historical Society. This group as
r t ' s  l ] ]a in  func t ron .  rs  to  p reserve  and promole  ra i l road h is to ry .  0ur  c lub  has  done th is  A lbe i t  no t
to the extent of others and better than others. Here is the problem. Do we continue to do this
half-hearted attempt or do we do this a l jtt le better thar lve have been doing? How do !,/e do this?
Jh is  i s  where  you.  the  members ,  come jn to  p ldy .

fie have had plenty of exciternent over the years l, le have had numenous excuTsions. These range fronl
those great steam excursions on the Unior Pdcific to those snaller club outrngs to the tureka
Springs & North Arkansas. l,Je have rot done d trip, as a club. 1n sol]]e ti | le 0h. the.e have beer
trips in this area that thrs club didn t pdtronjze. If that keeps up. there rvil l  not be any around
to go to. YOu ask the question "why hdven't there been dny trrps l,/e could go or? . There are two
answers .  F i rs t .  the  ones  in  th is  a rea  no t  sponsored by  th is  c lub .  apparent ly  doesn ' t  ra te  as
sor ie th ing  tha t  needs  to  be  r idden.  Second1y,  i t ' s  s imp le .  apathy  That  Jus t  app l ies  to  excuTs ions
r,ie have rioved forlvard in another portion of keeping and promotlng hlst0ry.

ln  the  las t  coup le  o f  years  the  Arkansds  Rar l road C lub  hds  pr in ted  dnd so ld  dbout  hd l f  o f  the
inrtral Dress run of the book Railroad Stdtions and Trains through Arkdnsas dnd the Southwest .
This rras a nevl book lvith a subject that had rot been written dbout. I krow it was a vrorth!,/hi le
effort. It s a fantastic book. l"lore people should buy rl. The second book l ias a reprlntirg of the
great  Gene f lu l l  c lass ic .  Shor t l ine  Ra j l rodds  0 f  Arkansds .  Th is  needed to  be  done some t ime ago
Agarn .  dnother  wor thwh i le  e f fo r t .  Aga in .  we hdve so ld  approx lmate ly  ha l f  o f  the  pr in t ing .  l , le  need
to sell more of these too. As a matter of fact, an updated version of this book would be a
\"lorth!,/hile undertaking. Something for sofi leone to think ab0ut

The lnly olher way rre have preserved history is by the donatron of our nonthly newsletters to the
NRHS l ib ra ry  and numefous  l jb ra r ies  in  th is  a rea  Th is  j s  good.  I  Jus t  L {onder  how long these are
kept on frle? I l ionder irow mdny people read these rn those locations? I hope mdny read then dnd I
fear they are not kept ds long ds they shoLrld be.

lh is  c lub  needs to  concentna te  on  t \ " /o  i tens  a t  th rs  t lme.  The f i rs t  i s  to  i f c .ease ouT membersh ip
This js not to slight anyone. However. our flembership is aging. Aging faster lhdn we are increasrng
.ur  membershrD.  For  some o ther .eason.  menbeTs l l ip  appears  to  be  dropp ing  l , le  have los t  son ]e  to  the
jnevrtable passing of t ime. l ie can get youngef members to offset those losses I belleve. l i le started
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or  some o f  t hose  i n i t i a t i ves  a t  l he  beg rnn ing  o f  t he  yea r .  bu t  I  d id  no t  f o l l o l ,  t h rough  r l h  t hem
dnd  lhey  j us t  d idn  t  come to  f ru i t i 0 r  Tha t  i s  my  fau l t  and  I  t ake  a l l  r espons ib i l r l y  I  hope  the
nert President cdn keep it  moving l, ie \^rr l l  need al l  of the members to ircrease the membership
P lease  th ink  o f  hov r  you  cdn  he lp  and  ge t  w i th  an  o f f i ce f  o f  l h i s  c lub .

The  second  i t e f i  i s  a  pe rmdnen t  mee t ing  p lace .  I  have  d lmos t  bed ten  th i s  t o  a  pu lp  the  th ro  l i aes  I
have  bee f  P res rden t .  T l ranks  to  the  g rac iousness  o f  Tom shook .  \ \ r e  have  a  p lace  to  ho ld  ou r  mon th l y
mee t r fgs  dnd  a  smd l l  p ldce  to  ho ld  vJha t  sma l l  h i s to r i ca l  co l l ec t ton  we  have .  I ' i hy  do  l ' i e  need  a
pe rmaner t  l oca t i on?  Jus l  t h ink  o f  a l l  t he  A rkansas  ra i l r oad  h rs to ry  thd t  hds  l e f t  t h i s  s ta te?  Th r f k
o f  t he  h i s to ry  tha t  i s  s t i l l  he re  and  we  l , . / i l l  r o t  be  db le  l o  sdve  becduse  l ae  do  ro t  hdve  a  l oca t ro f
t !  s to re  r t  I  have  been  asked ' \nha t  r s  f l r y  dng le?  l " l y  ang le ,  I  l 4 rou ld  l ove  fo r  t he  A rkansas
Rd i l r0ad  C lub  t0  be  l he  c lea r ing  house  fo r  d l l  A rkansas  ra i l r odd  h i s to ry  Tha l  s i f l p l e .  Jus t  t h ink
dboLrt i t  no!./ I f  you were to resedrch a subJect. \ ,rhere would you starl? l , , lho vtould you call? That r:
a l l  I  see  fo r  t h i s  o rgan iza t i on .

Th is  l e t t e r  hds  gone  too  l ong  P lease  dccep t  rn ,  dpo log res  I  hope  the  membersh rp  sees  these  po in t s
.nd  pL r t s  t he  p ressu re  on  you r  o f f i ce rs  dnd  Board  0 f  D i rec to rs  to  e i t he r  move  fo r \ " ] a rd  i f  d  t ime ly
dnd  pao fess iond l  T rdnner  o r  t o  con t i nL re  on  \ , r i t h  a  ' s i pp in  an  s t ! ] g l t g  soc ie t y  .  I  am ready  to  dc
\ 'rhat i t  takes t0 co|l lpletely engulf this hobby Thdnk you fof your t ime.

Re !a rds .

John  Hodk i  n  J r

CHARTER MEMBERS - Here's a list ofcharler members ofthe Arkansas Railroad Club. Any corrections appreciatedi
W.M. ADAMS -- DAVID B. BOGARD -- C.R. BYRD -- WENDELI- CHESSHIR - -- -.  W.E. COUCH - LeROY
GARR]SON. JR. ANTHONY GRIGSBY -- RICTIARD GRIGSBY JOHN BASKIN ILA.RPER.- GI]ORCE HOI,T, JR
.- RUBY HOL T, JR. CLIFTON E, HUI,L -- NAOMI HULL .. JOHN L. KEMPLE LOUIS R. KOEPPE -- T.W,M.
LONC -- JOHN MARTIN, JR. - R.W. MCGUIRE -- JOHN A. MILLS - PAUL F. MOON WALTIIR J. O'ROURKE
C.H. OSl' BILL POLLARD -- PHII, POWLEDGE -- BOYD T. PYLE . WILLIAM K. ROBBINS, JR, -- JERRY
RUSSELL EARL SATJI\IDERS -- JACK F. SEE, ]R. -. THOMAS E, SHOOK JIM WAKEFIELD -- J. HARLEN
WILSON CAROL WILSON -. STANLEY WOZENCRAFT -- ROBERT B. WRIGI]T.

Original officers in 1969 were: Presideni, J. IARLAN WILSON; Vice-President, CI,IFTON E. HULL; Secfetary,
GEORGE HOLT; Treasurer, C. R. BYllD. Original Board ofDirectors: zuCHARD GRIGSBY ' Chairman. W.M.
ADAMS, ANTIIONY GRIGSBY, EARL SAUNDERS. Newslotter cditor was JIM WAKEFIELD.

REMEMIIERING TIIE 40S/50S Got au email ltom Kcn Elliotl ofColuDlbus. Texas sayirg he saw a copy ofthe
Afkansas Railroader and that he grew tLp in the same neck ofthc woods thal your edilor did, narnely the Colun1bus. New
Ulm areas ofsoutheast Toxas. He sent in the fbllowing story about his youthful lrain watching in that arca of lexas. It
sounds like some ofthe things I did, also, and perhaps others in our group had similar childhood experiences.

''l gfew up in llouston but spent many summers with kinfolks in the Frclsburg area iD the late 40s and 50s. I caD well
fem€mber going to New Ulm and staDding on the back loading dock of Weige storc watching, between the outhouses, the
passenger traiDs slop at the depot. It we were going to be iD town loDg enough, I would hang out at the station with AgcDt
Roberts to get a close hand view ofthe Kaq, steamers that passed. Many a nighl I would lay in bed and listen to the engines
ofthe Kary working hard 1() get over a large hill approachiug town. The whistle sounds still haunt me.

Being near Cummins Creek I could also hear the trains ofthe Southern Pacific crossing thc river bridge and going
through Columbus widr the sounds echoing up Cummins Creek- I was also a regular at tbe Columbus Depot in the heyday
ofsleam. I can toll you plenty of stories about my expedonces. Perhaps we both were prcsenl and saw the same things but
did not know it at the time.

My love oftrain developed at an early age. Perhaps it was because my father, who died when I was 5 years old, *,as a
retired engineer ofa Sugar Train that ran liom Sugarland (Imperial Sugar) to Eagle Lake, through the Colorado Rive
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bottoms ofthe Cane Belt RR ofEth€ridge, Matthews, Bonus, Eqypr, and Bay City. They would pick rrp rhe cane from the
farms and take it back to the mill in Sugarland. This train also carried some local passengers and I believe it also was the
train that folks in Colorado County call€d the WANGDOODLE. You could see the car for passeng€rs directly hooked
behind the tender, with a single front and rear facing bench seat on top ofthe car with no safety handrail or an)thing.
(Perhaps this was for blacks ifthere were white passenger ridiDg below?) The seat is right in line with the stack smoke.

I h ave a p icture of th€ locomotive, Imperial Sugar No. I , dozing at the station in Sugarland, taken from the fireman side,
wilh my father, the engineer, looking out the fireman side cab window for the photo. It is a larye photo that I display over
my fireplace and I have misplaced the original and negative from which this was made. Perhaps ifyou would be interested
in se€ing this photo,I would be happy to show it to you wheneveryou are in the New Ulm area and perhaps I could even
get you a copy. It is a woodbuming Amer;can 2-4-2 or possibly 2 4-2, hard to tell from the angle ofthe pho1o, that was in
seNice wh€n lhe picore was taken prior to 1925. An old time sugar mill employee told me 20 years ago that the sugar mill
bui lding also in the picture was remodeled in I 925 so the pictur€ had to have been made prior to that time.

I grew up in the east end ofHouston and the yards ofHardy Street, Settagast and Englewood were some of my favorite
placcs. I guess steam runs in my blood as my grandfather had a steam powered cotton gin in the Zimmerscheidt area that
my mother fired steam boilers to produce electricity (l retired a little over 2 years ago from LCRA). Also 2 or rny 3
chiklren wer€ in your fath€r's class at Columbus Elementary. (Ken Elliott, RRI Box 1683, Columbus TX 76931,
t] tu t \'su eaitrc tre L n e ! )

MINUTES Ociober l4th 2001 (Tammy Hodkin)
the meeting was called !o order by President John Hodkin Jr. @ 2:00 P.M. Reports were given by Treasurer Walter
Walker, NRHS rep David Hoge regarding the National NRHS dues increaser Cotton Belt Museum spokesman Bill Bailey
about 819's rebuilding, Leonard Thalmueller reported the Board OfDirectors approved
purchase ofa TV/VCR combination and a general report on members health that were not in attendance.

Old business was discussed. N€w business was introduced with the following reponed. PJ&S 103 ran on October 2nd
2001. This was the first trip in a year- lt was mentioned that a few club members were meeting every Sunday morning at
llnion Station. It was reported the BNSF has requested trackage rights on the UP form the STB to begin running coal trains
to the Entergy White Bluffpower plant. John Jones reported on cufient UP items. Cuest Larry Hamilton asked for support
from the Arkansas Railroad Club to stop the demolition ofthe Choctaw freight house that was hidden undemeath the May
Supply building. This fact was discovered just before the Arkansas Supreme Court ruled against the owner of the May
Sripply building so the Presidential Library commission could start demolition ofsaid building. The club agreed,
overwhelmingly, that a letter ofprotest be mailed and asked newsletter editor Ken Ziegenbein to do so.

After a break, the Show & Tell program began with Bill Bailey, Ron Esserman & Edward Bubniak. After those
presentations, Dr- Bart Jennings presentod a slide show. The me€ting was adjoumed.

November l l ,2001
The m€eting was called to order by John Hodkin Jr. @ 2:00 P.M. Reports were given by Treasurer Walter Walker, Cotton
Belt Museum spokesman Bill Bailey advising that the 819 had a target dat€ to run ofApril 2003 and a report on members
hcalth was given-

OId business was discussed. This involved the Christmas Dinn€r being held on December l5th 2001 and that the
Choctaw freight house was being demolished. New business included the KCS Christmas Train was going to be in
Heavener OK, that the Amtrak Reform Council voted that Amtrak's best bet for the future was to liquidate the current
operations, John Jones report€d on cunent UP acrivity. This included the special UP torch train that was to run through
Arkansas. John Jones also reported that the UP company store was goingto be opened special hours until Christmas. Also
at this meeting the slate ofofficers for the coming year were announced. They are:
Preside[t - Fred Fillers, Vice President - Ron Esserman, Secretary - Tammy Hodkin, Treasurer - walt€r walker
NRHS representative - David Hoge, Dewsletter editor for life - Ken Ziegenbein, Historian - Gene Hull, Board OfDirectors
- Stanley Woz€ncraft and Jim wakefield. This list was approved by the m€mbership. Especiallyihose that were not presen

The program was given by Gary Johnson ofthe Museum in Hope that was located in the old MOPAC train station. Aftel
a very informative program, the meeting was adjourned.
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Decemb€r 15,2001
fhere was no formal meeting held at the annual Christmas dinner except that the oflic€rs were officially installed- As in
the past. a great time was had by all-

WANTEI,: FON SAI.E ONTNAI'E

The following is fbr those who wanl10 find
ceftain railroad-related items, information,
or \yanl ro s€ll0rtrade such items with other
railfans. We reserve the right lo refuse
listings if deemed inappropriate. The
Arkansas Raihoad Club is not responsible
for misleading ads.

WANTf,D - Informalion on H€nry Meek
Rushing. H€ lvas employ€d by the Missouri
Pacific Railroad in Okoloma, Arkansas. I do
not knowthe exactdales ofemployment, but
sure he was employed with them on J uly I 9,
1928. Any informalion or photographs will
be grear ly appreciated. I anl also looking for

any information on John D. Rushing. Hewas
cmployed by rhc railroad in the late 1800s
inro the 1930s. Send any informalion to
j9!99!!ye$igq!ig$!@q!u.9e!l or send the
information to thc Arkansas Railroad Club.

WANTf,D - I gave someone a black and
while photo of a steam engire (of the
M&NA) with two men standing in fionl or
sides. it was the last train out ofHanison in
1946. The men were A.A. "Ma" Simpkins
and D. E. Alexander, Asst. Superintendent.
If anyon€ runs across it,I would like a copy.

' l 'ha*s. A. B. Simpkins.60l Cedar Sheer,
Box 162, Carlrr  NV 89822-0162.

WANTED - Pre-Wodd War II photos ol'
rai l road act iv i ty around Fclsenthdl.
Arkansas, oncc abmnch l inc lc ninalonrhc
Missouri Pacific. Also any logg ing ra ilroads
or railroads around Arkansas Cir).'- no$.
allnosiaghosl losn but oncc a tfuiving river
pon and sawmill town. 'I hese are wanted lbr
my oun photo collection. Send infbrmation
ro Russ Harrison, 726 Lakeshore Dr.
Monroe LA 71203.

MILROADA DON NT PROPOSALS

The address ofthe Surface Transportation Board is: Office ofthe Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925 K Street, Washington
DC 2042i. The STB phone number for abandonment procedures (Office of Public Services) is: 202-565-l592. Ifyou
conlacr them, it would be handy to use the Docket Numbors. Their Wcb address is: http://r.R'w.stb.dot.gov ifyou'd like the
colnplete
l ist ings.

These abandonment proposals have been printed in the Federal Regisler or have come directly froDr the Surface
Transportation Board. They wi ll go in effect un less onc of the fol lowirrg occurs: I ) an offer of fi nanc ial ass istance is
received; 2) a request for public use ofth€ land is receiv€d (for instancc, rails-to-trails); 3) petitions to reopen the case is
fil€d. Railroads, before they can file these "notices ofexemption under CFR I I52 Subpan F," must certi$/ that l) no local
lraffic has moved over the line for at least 2 years; 2) any overhead trafflc can be routed over other Iines; 3) no fornal
conplaint filed by a user is pendiig and; 4) environmental reports, historic reports, lransmittal lelter. newspaper
publication, and notice to govemmental agencies have been met. Even though approval is granted for the railroads 1()
abandon, it may be months or ycars before track is actually taken up.

WEST VIRGINIA - NORIOLK SOUTHERN - To abandoD a 0.95-mile line oirailroad between milepost MN-O.0 al
Mccarr, in Mingo County, WV, and milepost MN-0.95 at Nampa, in Pike County, WV. Eflective on January 19,
2002. (STB Docket No. AB-290 (S b-No. 228x, decided January December 14, served December 20, 200 ) )

MISSISSPPI - ILINOIS CENTRAL - To abandon a line ofrailroad known as the Natchez Spur, betwcen milcpost I-N
94.48 and ni lepost LN 98.38, a distance of3.9 miles in Natchoz, Adams County, MS. A f inal decisioD wil l  be
issued by March 22, 2002. (STB Docket No. AB-43 (Sub-No. l72X), decided Decenber 14, served December 21,
2001)

NEW YORK - NEW YORK CROSS HARBOR RAILROAD,INC - Asked to authorize the abandonment by New York
Cross Harbor Railroad, Inc. (NYCH), ofthe Bush Teflninal Yard (aAla "First Avenue Yard") and the Harborside
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lndustrial Cenler (a./k/a 'Brooklyn Army Terminal") 0ointly the Tracks and Facilities), in New York, Kings
County, NY. (STB Docket No. ,48-596, decided December 14, served December 2l, 200I )

ALABAMA - CSX - To abandon a 0.56-mile line ofrailroad between milepost 000-290.2 and milepost 000-290.76 in
Athens, Limestone County, AL. Effective on January 22, 2002. (STB DocketNo. AB-55 (Sub-No. 602X. decided
December I l ,  serv€d December 2l, 2001)

VIRGINIA - NOMOLK SOUTHERN - To abandon a 3.03-mile line of railroad between mileDost A-0.0. at Amo Jcr..
aDd milepost A-3.03, at Derby, in Wise County, VA (line). Effective on January 22,2002. (STB DocketNo. AB-
290 (Sub-No. 220X, decid€d D€cember 14, served December 21, 2001)

WEST VIRGINIA - NORIOLK SOUTHERN - To abandon a 2-28-mile line ofrailroad between milepost CR-o.0, at
Cedar, Mingo County, WV, and milepost CR-2.28, at Majestic, Pike County, KY (line). Effective on JanuarJ 24,
2002. (STB Dock€t No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 226X, decided December 14, served December 21, 2001)

VIRGINIA - NORFOLK SOUTHERN - To abandon a 0.9-mile line of railrcad betwe€n milepost RC-0.0, at Russetl
Creek, and milepost RC-0.9, at Caledonia, in Wise County, VA (line). Effective on January 23, 2002. (STB Docker
No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 221X, decided December 10, served December 21, 2001)

KINTUCKY - NORFOLK SOUTHERN - To abandon 5.6 miles of its line ofrailroad between milepost HL-15.0 at
Bane and mileposl HL 20.6 at Levisa Spur, in Pike County, KY. Effective on Janr.rary 25, 2002. (STB Docket No.
AB-290 (Sub-No. 225X, decided December 18, served Dec€mber 26, 2001)

NEW MEXICO - BNSF - To abandon a line ofrailroad between BNSF milepost 196.00 near Loving, NM, and milepost
2 i 7.20 near Pecos Junction, NM, and betwe€n milepost 0.00 near Pecos Junction, NM, and milepost 25.34 near
Rustler Springs, TX, a total distance of46.54 miles. Eff€ctive on January 29, 2002. (STB Docket No. ,{8-6 (Sub
No. 390X. decided December 18. served December 28. 2001)

VIRGINIA - NORFOLK SOUTHERN - To abandon a 0.63-mile line ofrailroad between milepost KP-0.0 and KP-o.63
at Kopp, Blchanan County, VA. Effective on January 30, 2002. (STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 218X,
d€cidcd December 19. served December 31.2001)

Kf,NTUCKY - NORFOLK SOUTIIERN - To abandon l.0l mil€s of its line of railroad between milepost FC-0.0 at
Flanary and milepost FC-l.01 at Apache Coal, in Pike County, KY. Effective on January 30, 2002. (STB Docket
No. A8-290 (SuFNo. 224X, decided December I7, served Dec€mber I1, 2001)

WfST VIRGINIA - NORIOLK SOUTHERN - To abandon a 2.8-mile line ofrailroad between milepost OH-o.0 at Oak
Hiil and milepost OH-2.8 at Carlisle, in Fayette County, WV. Effective on January 31, 2002. (STB Docket No.
AB,290 (Sub-No. 232X, decided Decenber I8, served December 3l, 2001)

VIRGINIA - NORFOLK SOUTHERN - To abandon a 0.66-mile line of railrcad between mileposts LT-o.0 and LT-0.66
at BaDner, Wise County, VA. Effective on February 5, 2002. (STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 2l3X, decided
December 2?, 2001, served January 4,2002)

VIRGINIA - NORFOLK SOUTHf,RN - To abandon a 2.23-mile Iine of railroad b€twoen mileposl HS-o.0 at Oakwood
and milepost HS-2.23 at Mills, in Buchanan County, VA. Eff€ctive on Febtuary 6, 2002. (STB Docket No. AB-290
( Sub-No. 2 I 9X, dec ided December 27, 200 I served J anuary 7, 2002)

tOwA - UNION PACIFIC - To abandon and discontinue service over a 3.72-mil€ line ofrailroad known as th€ Bell
AvenuelndLrstr ialLead€xtendingfrommilepost22l. l0nearSEl8thStr€€ttomil€post2l?.38nearSW30th
Street in Des Moines, Polk County, IA (the line). The line was constructed in the 1880s and includes a railroad
bridge that was built betwe€n l89i and l90l. ]'he bridge, located at milepost 219.79, spans the Des Moines River
and is known as the Des Moines River Bridge. The Des Moines River Bridge had been in service for
approximately 100 years before it was taken out of service on May 1, 2001, due to inoperable conditions.The line
has been embargoed since that time. The line is constructed primarily of 115-pound rail, with small amounts of90-
pound rail. It has a maximum speed of l0 m.p.h., excepl at milepost 219.?9 wh€re the line was taken out ofservice-
Up states that the line, exclusive ofthe Des Moines River Bridge, does not requir€ rehabilitation to meet Federal
Railroad Administration (FRA) safety standards. UP estimates that the Des Moines Riv€r Bridg€ would cost
approximate ly $ 1 ,5 00,000 to bring back into service. l'he State I{i storic Soc i€ty of lowa has determin€d ftat the
Des Moines River Bridge is ofconsiderable historical and architectural interest and may be eligible for listing on
the National Register ofHistoric Places. Therefore, SEA recommends that a condition be impos€d requiring UP to
retain its interest in and take no steps to alter the historic int€grify ofthe Des Moin€s River Bridge until completion
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ofthe sect ion 106 process of lhe Nat ional l l istor ic Prcscrvat ion Act.  16U.S.C.470f.  Effect ive February 15.2002.
(STB Docket No. AB-33 (Sub-No. 170, decided January I5,  served January 16, 2002)

ARKANSAS RAIL NEWS

A&M MAY START DINING SERVICE
(Sprinsddle, Decenbel t3. )04I) -'11L

Arkansas & Missouri Railroad bought trvo
Anrtkk louDgc cars in early December,
2001, and plans to lsc them in informal
dining service on ils' passenger excursjons
between Springdald and Var BuredFort
Snith ifthe cilies help promote il and are
inlerested. The trains would run tiom
Springdale to van Buren and reiurn and
tiom Van Buren to winslo* and rctum. plus
olher possible options. (,!io,rlD!err /in"s
Record, rla Rdt Dunbur).

HOPE WANTS AMTR{K STOP
The ciry oiHopc, Arkansas rvants Amtrak

to nop the Texas Eagle there a1 tbe
renovaled Missouri Paciuc depoi.
The Univenily of Arkansas Cooperative
llxtcDsion Service conducted the nudy for
the ciry and its To rism and Pronotions
lloard last year and presentedthe finaldralt
h December. The study was passed alongto
dre goveming board of Anhak for

consideralion in adding Hope as a stop on
the Tcxas Eaglc routc thal runs between
ChicagoandLosAngeles.  Ihcc i tyhasbecn
couning the rail line to add Hope for about
a decade, according to leaders with the

Areas iD and around Hope otTer many
opportunities fbr joint pronlotions, the study
notes. TheClnrton bithp lace honre has been
restored and is already a viable tourist
altraction, and the adjacent visitor center
offers interaclivc cxhibits and interpretative
progmms on history. Othersites include Old
washington Historic Srate Park, the Civil
War capital of Arkansrs. and a park thal
offers insight into a lgth Cenlury
communiq, and events of the Territorial.
Antebellun, Civil War and Rcconslruction
eras of Arkansas histoD. Millwood State
Park is 19 miles away. The Crater of
Diamonds State Park is also nearby, as is
Lake Decray Reson and State Park. Also
preseni  is  lhe Grandvierv Prai f ie
Conservation Educaiion Cenler and the

Southwest Arkansas Regional Archives.
(H1pe Stut, ria Ray Dwbdr)

A&M PASSENCER/FREIGHT COUNT
The Arkansas & Missouri Railroad

handled 17,8,17 passengers in 2001 aDd
moved 38.364 car loads ofgoods (up f rom
22,806 in 2000). Accordirg io Presidcnt
Lany Boucbct. thcy should handle ovel
40.000 car nroves in 2002. (A&!,1 E\prcss.

JENKS SHOP CUTS SHIFT
(Notth Little Rocb -Urian Paciilc's Jcnks

Shops, l{hich repairs locomoLivcs. cut their
3'" shift JaDuary 8"' sayirg there was nol
enough repajr business to keep it open all
night. Six0 machinlsts, l9 boilcrmakefs.
clccbicians. aDd laborcrs wcre laid off
indefinitely, at least through 2002. The) had
only 70 rcbuilds schedulcd whcn:00 to,100

RAIL-AMERTCA STATS
RailAn1erica, lnc., the world's largestshon

line and regional railroad operator, curently
owns 39 short line and regional railroads
operaling approximately I 1,000 route miles
in the United States, Canada, Australia and
Chile. In North America, the Company's
railroads operaie in 22 states and sjx
Canadian provinces. Intemationally, the
Company operates an additional 4.3 00 route
miles undcr track access anangenenls ln
Ausiralia and Argentina. In October 2001,
RailAnerica was ranked 85th on Forbes
magazinc's lisr of the 200 B€st Small
Companies in America; in July 2001, the
Company was named to the Russell 2000@
lidex. (RdilAnerica press retease)

U.S. RAILROAD STATS 2OOI
The Associaiion of American Railroads

repoded the following cumulative totals fbr
U.S. railroads during the first 5l wceks of
2001: 17,02'7,842 carloads, down 0.7
percent liom lasl year; iniennodai volume of
8,831,394 trailers and containers, down 2.4
percent and total volune of an estimated
1.4689 tr i l l ion ton mi les, up 1.1 percent
Fom last year's first 5l weeks. Railroads
pfovide more ihan 40 percenlofthe nation's
intercity lieight tmnsporlation, more than
any other mode, and rail traffic figurcs arc
regarded as an impodant economic

LOTS OF NtrW CONSTRUCTION
Surface Transponation Board (Board)

Cha jman Linda J. Morgan announced today
that, consistent wirh an evolving trend in
recent years. there is an unprecedented
number of railroad line construction

proposals-l1 in
all--currently under Board rclicw. Ihe
proposals vary in size. scope, and localion
and involve both Class I and shortlinc
railroads. These rail construclion projecls
have been proposcd h enable railroads to
continue to provide safe and elficient licight
transportalioD servicc by addnrg fieighl rail

Pending new constructron cases ar€: 1) A
Burlington Nonhern Santa Fe Railway
(BNSIi) proposal to construct a 7.8-nrile mil
lineto provide altemative railsenice to the
Union Carbide Coeoration industrial
complex in Seadritt, Texas; 2) an lllinois
Central Railroad proposal 1() constNct al.2-
mile line in East Balon Rouge Parish in
t-ouisiana to provide altenative railservice
to an ExxonMobil chemical plant; 3) a
Norfolk Southem Rail.oad proposalto build
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4.75 miles ofnew track and rehabilitate I I
miles of an existing lin€ to provide
ahemalive rail service to the Keysrone
Electrical Generating Siation in Shelocata,
Pcnnsylvania; 4) a I.8-mile construction
proposed by CSX Transportation, Inc. in
Walbridge, Ohio to connect rhe fomer
Conrail Stanley Yard Eastem Running Track
to a CSXmain I ine;5) DakotaMimesora&
Haslem Railroad Corporation's proposal to
build approximately 280 miles ofnew line
and rehabilitate600 miles ofils€xisting line
to provide new railaccess!othe low-sulphur
coalrcserves in tbe Powder River Basin;6)
Midwest Generation's proposal to construct
a rail line approximately 4.000 feet long to
the Joliet power station in lllinois; 7) the
Alamo North Texas Railroad's proposal to
provide new rail serice to limestone
quarries in Texas by construcdng arail line
approximately 2 miles long; 8) the San
Jacinto Rail Limired-BNSF proposal to
provide ahernative rail service to lhe
Baypo.t chernical complcx near Houston,
lcxas by construct ing a 12.8-mi1e l inej9) a
Six County Association of Covernments
proposal io construct a43-mile lin€ between
Salina and Levan, Utah lo provide rail
service to shippers in lhe region; l0) a
I)emiscot County Pon Authority plan to
construcl a s-mile line lo connect Port
Aulhorjry facililies with a BNSF line at
Ilayti, Missouri; and 1l) the Creat Sak
l-akc and Southern Railroad's proposed
consrruction of a 32-nile line in Tooele
colnty, Utah ancillary to the creation
(subject to approval by the Nuclear
Regulatory Cotunission) of an interim
storage facility for spent nuclear fuel.

TRUCKS/CROSSING SAFETY
Hcre is an excerpt ofa lener to the editor

to som€ newspaper recently regarding an
edito.ial by the paper blaming railroads for
crossing accidenls when trucks are involved.
while I didn't see lhe original edilorial,
sometimes I wonder where som€ anti-
railroad newspap€r writers get their brain
cells. .maybe th€y were cloned liom

" I rcad with concem yourcommeDts in the
Sumter Couniy "Times" ofJan. 3rd. 2002.
l housands of trucks carry hazardous
materials on the highways ofour nation, at
speeds exceedingthe 50mph you r€f€r to in
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To blame the railways for a tuck being iD
a location whe.e it is not intended or
exp€cled would be sirnilar to blaming a
motorist who struck a pe$on who was
illegally walking in the driving lanes ofaD
lntentate highway. Your solution -
lowering the rail speed limit would be akin
to allowing pedestrians onthe Interstate bul
loweringthe spe€d limitto 35mph. The true
solution to incidents like thai ofDecember
28th is not to slow doM the viral rail
cornmerc€ of the nalion but ro ensure rhar
people simply obey the existing law and do
not(l) trespass onth€ linewhere there is no
crossing or (2) use a crossing when the gates
are down and signals are waning ofan
approaching train. Manypeople who would
never dream of walking on an Interstate
walk along active train tracks. Many
motonsls who never run red raffi€ lighrs
feel the need to ignore the red lights ofrail
crossings and go around the gates rhat are
blocking the tracks for their own protection.
On th€ other hands, the crews oftmins have
absolutely no desire to become involved in
a collision, and often feel the trauma ofgLrilt
for "causing" a death even thoughthere was
nothing they could do to prevent the
collision." (Written by John Bredin ' parts
omitted).

TItrS-TIf,S-TIES
Here's a rundo*n ofthe number ofnew

€rossti€s six Class I railroads plan to install
in 2002: BNSF will inslall a total of
2,224,128,. just behind 2,490,900 in 2001.
Ofthose,lhe railroad will be putting dolvn
1,873,788 woodt ies. down f tom 2,170,415,
and 350,340 concrete ties, up fiom 320,435
in 2001. -  CN wi l l  be putt ing down 901,100
crossties in 2002, up from 821,000. That
includ€s 850,000 wood ties, up liorn
765,000; 20,900 concrete ties. up liom
16,000, and 200 plastic or alt€mative ties.
Relay rics will decreas€ to 10.000 iiom
40,000 lasl year. - CPR plans to install
808,000 crossties in 2002, rp kotl]193,237
last year. This includes 798,000 new wood
ties and 10,000 relay ties. - CSXT plans to
install 3,051,595 new crossties in 2002, a
slight drop from 3,199,976 last year. This
includes 2,976,595 wood ties, down liom
3.125,000, and 75,000 concrete ries,
vinually the sam€ as 74,976 installed this
past year. - NS will install 2,669.122 ries ir

the articl€, without apparently attracting
your attention. You seem to have rc qualns
about lhese trucks causing a disaskr by
runiing offthe road or otherwise b€coming
involv€d in an accident.

In conFast, I am very wonied abour the
safety of trucks and prefer to see as much
fteigh! as possible travel by rail. While rail
crews operate under astricthours ofs€rvice
Iaw, which is violated exceedingly rarely
because the fines are in the thousands of
dol lars and the Federal  Rai l road
Administration is stringent in enforcemenr,
truckers operate under a more liberal
regulation that is ofien enforced only when
a police officer has occasion to examine a
driver's (sometim€s forged or non-exhtent)
logs. Due to the overworked nature ofour
trafflc police, this is most often inthecourse
ofa post-accident investigation -. a true
exarnple ofclosing the bam door afler the
horschas escaped. Theresult is along,well-
documenled, series ofaccjdenls caused by
truckers asl€ep or drowsy al fie whe€l of
trucks - vehiclesjustas deadly as the much-
heaviertrains which scare you. But because
truck accidents, like all road accidents, are
so common, they hardly make the news
unless they are unusually deadly, and they
are taken absolutely for granted as the cost
ofdriving. On the other hand, derailments are
relativ€ly rare occunences compared to the
number of trains fiat operaE across the
nadon, and most people have littl€
connection to the fieight raikoads. and
ther€fore each attrac$ attention and appears
to be a considerable problem requning

I am especially concemed because lh€
incident ofDecember 28th that resulted in
your comments was not the result of any
er.or orn€gligence on the part ofthe railway
bui because a lruck was blocking the
crossing at a time when th€ gates and
waming bells and lights were tunctioning.
Whether or not the kuck was in lhat localion
due to an enor or sheerbad luck, trains are
not designed to stop for objects blockingthe
tracks. Thaa is the case whether a train is
going l5mph or 50mph - a heavy train,
even at slow speeds, has a stopping distance
measured in several hundred or thousands of
feet. The laws ofphysics are absolutes that
cannol be ignored or contradict€d by the
laws of man, however well-intended.
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2002, including approximately 2,580,000
new wood ties and 89,122 rclay ties. The
2001 total was 1,500,182, including
I,455,962 new wood ties and M22O rclay
ties. - In 2002, uP will install 4,860,000
ti€s, a major jump from 3,6575,000 ties in
2001. The great majority will be wood,
totaling 4,450,000, up from 3,400,000 last
year. Also included are 250,000 concrete
ties, up from 246,000, 10,000 sleel ties, up

from 5,000, and 150,000 plastic/alternative
ties, up from I 5,000. The railroad also plans
to pr$ in 20,000 relay ties, an increase from
| 5,000 Iast year.

NEW CROSSING HORNS
A new type of warning device will be

inslall€d at several crossings in Illjnois this
year to see if they can improve crossing

ROCK ISLAND GRILL
(Oskaloosa, Iowa) -The old Rock Island depot at Oskaloosa, Iowa was renovated alld tumed into a restaumnt

by Mike Nolan in December of 2001. It was built in I 876 and served as the Rock lsland depot until the late l9l0s
and since then was used at differenl times as a fieight warehouse and fbr storage, It sat vinually empty since the
1970s until bought by Mr. Nolan in 1996 and renovated. An tmusual feature is the curved chimney. Oskaloosa,
Iowa is the bithplace of Jim Johnson. fMonroe County News, No|ember 20, 2001 ria Jim.lohnsok)
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AMTRAK 'LOSES' - HIGHWAY
,INVESTMENTS'

ljnder Amtrak\ accounting methods, it's
hard lo separate national and regional
overhcad expenses fiom train operaring
cosls As aresult, the figures don'l provide a
clear indication of how the trains would
perfom ifthey were run by someone else.
Amlrak crilics focus on how much taxpay€n
contribute for rail s€rvice. Rail backers say
public investment in Amtrak is dwarfed by
govemment spending on roads and airports.
"No railroad in the world recovers its costj
ifthey're all added into the equation," said
Ji RePass, presidenr of the bipatisan
Nalional Coridors lnitiative. He said the
idea that taxpayers subsidize rail and not
highways "has been sold by the highway
lobby and rhe Libertaria Cato Institute
people who jusi hate rail on ao
ideological basis."'I-here is also the fuffry way Amtrak
allocales costs to individual trains. You'd
think the) would just allocate costs of
direclly operaling each train, but lhey
apparently don't. Take the cast of rhe
fliawatha. It's not clear how much of
Amtrak\ overhead h charged to the
Hjawatha, a long-standing point ofconc€m
among passenger advocates and states that
help pay for trains. Although Amtrak
aftributes S3 miUion ofHiawatha expenses
to "system costs,irthat only covers tbe
routc's share of €xpenses for the national
headquarters in Washington and intercity
unit headquart€rs in ChicaSo, Amtrak
spokesman Bill Schulz said. All other costs
are divided among each tmin's operating
expeNes, hesaid. That means the Hiawaiha
budget includes a share ofAmtrak's national
reserlalion system even though the
Hiasatha runs dont tak€ r€servations.
Because of that kind of accounting,
Wisconsin officjah dont believe the figures
really showhow profitable each lrain is, said
Ron Adams, slate Department of
Transpodation rail chiei

ln the cas€ of Amtrak, tbey allocate all
lheir overhead 10 all their individual
productsj which in tbis case is their trains.
Allocation of NEC related costs to the

Sunset, for example, witl vastly distort the
profit or loss of the Sunset. The only way
that you will ger a true pictue of whether a
train is profitable or not is by directly
allocating oniythe revenue and direct costs
of operating thetrain. Revenue is simpte....i1
is the amount oftick€a sal€s ofa parricular
traln p[6 anyrtail ard exp€ss re!€nue ilrEcei]€s.

Expenses, should be labor costs of
operalronj equlpment costs, station
maintenance cosls and pa)'rnents to the host
railroads- Equipment cost should be a
straightforward charge per unir-per mile_
This istbe way Metro-North does ir. Thus if
the Sunset has 12 cars and tbree
tocomotives, it would be charged I5 times
"X", where "X" is the cost per unit, rimes
"Y", which is the numberofmiles traveled.
Very simple;no hidden costs.

Ifyou follow this scenario, the cosr of
operating the Acela Express or any high-
speed conidor train is going to be more rhan
the cost of operating a train such as the
Sunset, becaus€ everything being equal, rhe
Sunset only gets charged a fix€d cost ro lhe
host railroad, which diminishes with poor
on-time performance, where th€ Acela
Express g€ts charged a cost olmaintaining
the very expensive NEC right ofway in lieu
ofa raihoad charge.
This is why I truely believe that the long
distance, interegional trains are cbeaper to
opera@ than the high-cost, infrastrucnre
intensiv€ so called high,speed corridors.

tunlrak has clearly bent the figures to
show the trains they want to promote dojng
well and the aains th€y wanl 1o get rid of
doing poorly, by allocating overhead and
infiastructure costs to ali trains, wbether
they apply ornot. GAOj ust takes the figures
Amtrak gives them and spits out a r€pon

Those who are preoccupied with Anrak
operating without public tundjng are
dooming it. Govenm€ntpours billions into
oth€r forms of transponation-roads
primarily, at $10 million to $20 million per
mile for highways, and the airlinesjustgot a
nice $15 billion kiss fron Uncle Sam, too.
Y€t rail has to pay its own way? JEERS to
ihat. James E. Coston ofthe Amtrak Refom

Council said "Our highway and civjl
avration systens arc not profitable, nor do
we expect them to be,!' he says. ,'why then
should we place this conmercial burden on
Antrak?" Michael Dukakis, the onelime
presidential candidate and row chairman of
Amtrak, said as much in
Chicago this week at rhe Ciry Club. Coston
likens Arnlrak's order to make a buck to
forcing a shoe manufacturer to be profitable
using 1920s tecbnolo$/. What is needed, he
says, is serious investment in equipm€nt
such as tracks, which would allow faster
trains and reduce time waiting in comfietds
for Feight trains to go by. Says Cosron:
"Transportation is Do differenr rhan any
other area of human activity: you may no(
always get whar you pay for, but you
defrnitely do not get what you don't pay for.',
(Abow lakenjiom the Decenber 3A,200t -
CHICACO SW-TIMES, part lom the
MtuaukeeJosnal Sentihel - Dec 27, 2001
and pal fram Hawie Dash, an acco ntant
on a rcil-oriebted enail lis,

FORT WORTH SANTA FE DEPOT
With the completion of the new

Intermodal C€nter in Fort Worth, where
conmuters can now rake a rain all rhe way
ftom Fonh Worth to Dallas and Amtrak
passengers will board and disembark rheir
trains, the old Santa Fe Depot, us€d by the
Texas Eagl€ and such rains of the past as
the Texas Chiel will be left vacant (bur
probably develop€d into somerhing else).
Yes, the Santa Fe depor will pass into
history as an operating passeng€r d€pot.
Constructed in 1899, Union Depol ivwas
th€ oldest depot in Texas for continuous
uninteffupted service as a "passenger"
station. Future plans for the depot a.e
uncertain at this time.

'UTU WEIGHS IN ON PASSENGER
TRAINS

The UTU newsl€lter said Congress musl
corunit to providing Amrrak with a
perman€nl, reliable and sufficient form of
direct f€deral fmding that includes enough
money to hire competent managers with
appropriate experience in mil-service
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nalion's Iargest privately owned Feight-rail
systems - Norfolk Southem and Union
Pacific - have commenced int€ma, sodies
to determine how and under what
cfcumstanc€s they might again operate
passenger trains. At Kansas City Southem,
anolher major freight-rail system, CEO Mike
Haverty said that KCS supports 'the concept
ofpublic-privat€ partnerships, " which could
benefii rail passenger servjce. (Byron Bayd
ol UTU, Jan Z 2002r. (Anyon€ else have
any knowledge ofthis?)

NATION'S OLDEST CONDUCTOR
DIES

l 3

Janwry t5, 2002 - Dennis Corsale, the
Number One seniority conductor on lhc
Amtrak syst€m, pass€d away this morning.
He was still an active conductor working on
the Renss€laer-NY Penn route daily ar 80
years old. Dennis suffer€d heart trouble at
Christnastime and spent the lasl few weeks
inintensive care. Dennh previously worked
for th€ D&H, were his younger brother Joc
(age 66) slill works in Feighi pool service
fiom Saratoga to Monftal. l'ruly the €nd of

planning, operations and marketing.
lnd€pend€nr analysis too offen has found
Amtrak's Washington, D.C. -based managers
lack basic skills n€cessary to reduc€ travel
time, increase service frequency and deliver
customer-driven, world-class service. So
many lawmakers have lost faith in
preserving Amtrak that it is unlikely
Congress willever provide Amtrak, as it h
curently structured, with a reliable and
suflicient form of funding.

F R t r I C H T  R A I L R O A D S  I N
PASSENCER BUSINESS?

The UTU has leamed that two of th€

EXGURS H TSOF ER CLUBS

TEXAS - FORT WORTH - MARCH 16' 2002 - Region IX ofthe Nationol Association ofRail Passengers will be
having a very important meeting in Fort Worth March 16,2002, and ANYONE interested in promoting rail travel is
invited to attend - you DON'T have to be a NARP member. It will be held at the brand new Intermodal Transportation
Center,901 Jones Street, which serves as the Trinity Rail Express station on the newly opened Fort Worth to Dallas light
rail system. 'Ihe hotel: Clarion Hotel, 600 Commerce Street, 817.332.6900, Ask for NARP/TXARP rate, which is $69.
Contact: qeeslin lf@mindsprins.com. or write: Tim Geeslin, 2205 Mar,,in Gardens, Arlington, TX 7601 L Or call Bill
Potlatd at 501-327-7083. Region IX ofNARP includes Arkansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, Kansas and Texas. The meeting is
schedu led so that members from other states can travel to Fort Worth via the Texas Eagle on Friday March I 5, attend the
meeting on Saturday, and retum home on Sunday March 16. Fort Worth just opened their new IntermodalTransportation
Center, an impressive new train station which is the largest constructed since New Orleans Union Passenger Terminal in
1954. TriDity Railway Express offers frequent service (using doubl€ decker cars, push'pull) between Fort Worth and
Dallas, and beautifully restored Budd RDC cars handle shorter schedules out from Dallas. The DFW metropl€x on March
l5-16- l7 offers a geat opportunity for a weekend ofrail advocacy work, train riding, and visiting with others ofsimilar
interest.

AXJGNSAS - PINII BLUFF - AIRIL 6, 2002 - Raihosdiana and Modbl Train Show - The Cotton Belt Rail Historical
Society,lnc. will hav€ it's annual show and sale on Saturday, April 6, 2002 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Location will be the
Arkansas Railroad Museum, Hwy 65I} and Port Road. Tables are available (8-ft) for $15 each. Admission will be $4. Door
prizes will be awarded. For table rental or for more information, contact Joe McCullough, CBHRS, PO Box 2044, Pine
BluffAR 72613-2044 or call the Arkansas Railroad Museum, 870-535-8819 or Gerald Cooper. 870,839-2501.

TENNESSEE - OAK RIDGE - APRIL 6-7, 2002 - The Southern Appalachia Railway Museum will conduct their 4d,
Annual Railroad Photography Weekend on April 6 and 7,2002. Their base is Oak Ridge, T€nnessee at the former K 25
Manhattan Project facility. On the 6", there will be regular trips at l0 a.m. and noon with the photo trip at 2 p.m. wirh
frequent stops. They hope to use the S-2 and have a working freight behind the passenger train using their RS-!. On April
?d, a photo freight, with riders in th€ caboose, will run on the Kentucky & Tennessee,{Big Sourh Fork Scenic at Steams,
Kentucky. Prices range from about $20 on Saturday tdps to $40 for th€ Sunday trips. Contact former Arkansas Railroad
Club president Bart Jennings for morc information - bi€nnin lAutk.edu or SARM, PO Box 5870, Knoxville TN 37928.
Their website is: httptlwww.techscribes.con/sarm

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Little Rock ChaDter National Rail\9av Historical Societv
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ifile Rock ChaPter National Railway Histodcal

Society), fill out the form beto* annual dues are $20 foilocal d:::S,lT:^1t t::.1"-:*1",::INRHS dues if

il;#, ilil il ;ffii ,r'to"+ "* "rtup*t' 
a total of $40 for both local and national dues)'

Send check, made outto the Arkansas Railroad Club' PO Box 9151' Nonh Little Rock AR72119 Call 501-758-

1340 for more information or visit us on the web at httD://www hainweather'com and click on lrka'strs

Railroader . O,$ erj.rail rs tgj

One last photo of t}le former Chocta\t Freight Depot that was demolished in Little Rock

ffiil#;;;it *sglving, zoot.ro' tne Llinto; Presidedial Libnrv This scene shows

ir" Iiiumona li.- uti-ck pattem lKelli Peters photo Novenber 2001)

ARKANSASMILR'ADER-LittleRockChapterNationLlRailwayHistoficalSociety
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LITTLE ROCK & WESTERN MILWAY, L.P.

The following Little Rock & Westem Railway information came directly from the web site,
http r//www.rail-manaqement.com.

The Little Rock & Western Railway,
L.P., a Class ll l revenue carrier, was
formed and began operations on June 1,
1980 as an interim operator owned by
Green Bay Packaging Corporation.
Operations began in the old Rock lsland
Depot at Perry until fall of 1983, when a
new office was completed south of the
tracks across from the old deoot.

All track from Little Rock to Danville was formerly owned and operated by
the Rock lsland Railroad but was abandoned when the Rock lsland closed
down. The track between Little Rock and Perry, Arkansas (44 miles) was
purchased from the Trustee of the Rock lsland Railroad in October. 1981. In
198'l/1982 the track was rehabilitated and up-graded to FRA Class ll track
standards at a cost of Sl.5 Mill ion. In 1986, an agreement was made with
Continental Grain for the LRWN to lease and oDerate 35 mites of track
between Perry and Danville, Arkansas.

An engine inspection pit and engine shed were completed in late 1984 and
early 1985 and the old depot was converted into the locomotive shoD. LRWN
handles most repairs and inspections in house with larger repairs being
completed by Union Pacific in North Little Rock, Arkansas.

The railroad's major customers are Arkansas Kraft Division of Green Bay
Packaging Corporation, which operates a linerboard paper mill near perry and
Wayne P,oultry and Feed, a division of Continental Grain, which operates a
feed mill at Danville, AR.

l 5
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Facilities
Office, Perry, AR
Locomotive Shop, Perry, AR
Rail Yard, Perry, AR

eonDccthgiailrcads
Union Pacific, North Littte Rock, AR
Burlington Northern Santa Fe, putaski, AR

Little Rock & Western Railway, L.p.
306 West Choctaw Avenue
Perry, AR 72125

,dailing Addr€ss'
P.O. Box 146
Perry, AR 72125-O146

PAone Numbers:
(501 t 662-4878
FAx: (501) 662-4783
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Perry-, AR

O.A. (Alan) Wagoner, Manager

Dean Whattey, customer Service
David Edmonson, Sr. Trainmaster
Steve rrtarsh, Trainmaster
Ed Price, MechanicaI Supervisor
Bob Sandage, Consultant
EmaiI: LR\{N@Rail-flanlgeLent coln

Plore
(501)  662-
4874

Far
(50r ) 662-
4783

Station
Pulaski, AR
(Little Rock)
Maumelle, AR
Roland, AR
Bigelow, AR
Houston, AR
Perry, AR

Homewood, AR
Ota, AR
Danville, AR

l{ilepo5t

141

150
160
172
177
1E4

194
209
219

Curlsners

Arkansas Kraft
Amerigas

Koch
Chemicals

Lntrlqhanges

BNSF, UP

FsAC

E

7
5
3
2
1

Flsililcs

5000 ft. storage tracks

75O ft, storage tracks
5000 ft. storage tracks
3400 ft. storage tracks
500 ft. storage tracks

6500 ft. storage tracks
General Offices

Locomotive 5hed,
Inspection Pit and

Dlesel Fueling Station

103 3500 ft. storage tracks
115 Deltic Timber 1000ft. storage tracks
120 Wayne Feed 2500 ft. storage tracks
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Operating Schedule:
LRWN oDerates trains seven
five days per week between

days per week between
Perry and Danville.

Perry and Little Rock and

. . )  t r

I
I

Unit [o.
101
102

7736
103

t-ithe noci'' l  . , , - ' 1 . - ;

-li

:-4.
t ,

l  r r  rLE Rocx o Yvas ' t t t rN

i .a l . . . l . d t n r n ] , r . ' ' ' . o . 4

Loco4otivqs-4 Total

Builder
Alco
Alco
EMD
EMD

Model Hotseporver
c-420 2000
c-4zo 2000
GP-8 1650
GP-9 1650

FEght cals owned or teased
Type

Boxcars
Nurn ber

550

Select A Link
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These photos along the LRWN were taken by Ken Ziegenbein on January 9 and 1,1, 2002.

UPPER LEFT - The original Rock Island depot at Perry, Arkansas, now used by the LRWN as a
storage and crew change point. UPPER RIGHT - Westbourd LRWN going though Houstoq
Arkansas returning ftom Little Rock, January 9, 2002. MIDDLE LEFT & RIGHT - Westbound
through Adona, Arkansas, which is west ofPerry, going to Danville, January 14, about I l:05
a.m. LOWER LEFT - Crossing a small trestle 1 mile east of Casa, January 14. LOWER
RIGHT - Through Birta, 1l r40 a.m.
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UPPER LEFT - Ente ng the east part ofDanville, 12:20 p.m., January 14, 2002. UPPER
RIGHT - There are still old Rock Island tracks west ofDanville. One rail had a date on it of
1923, LOWER LEFT - End of the line. LRWN has stored some cars on this section. LOWER
RIGHT - Looking west ftom fte end ofthe line. The highway bridge is state Highway 27.

l9
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December 28, 2001 was the last day Union Pacific owned this bridge across the Arkansas River
between Little Rock and Nodh Little Rock (the Junction Bridge). This was a former Missouri Pacific
line. Now UP only has the Baring Cross bridge to op€rate on, although they haven't had but one or two
trains a month crossing the Junction Bddge in rccent months. UP gave the bridge to the City of Little
Rock after rhe STB approved its' abandonment. The City iook it over officially December 29,
according to one source. It is to be made itrto a pedestrian bridge with an elevator in the middle to get
over the span lift, which will remain permanently open due to barge traffic. You can see parts ofthe
track going to the bridge taken from the fuver Market in Little Rock as well as the Alltel Arena across
th€ river in North Little Rock. The three photos on the next page, taketr by John Jones, shows the
abandoned Missoud Pacific tlack slated to be takel up for the Clinton Library in Little Rock looking
east toward Little Rock plus two sc€nes of bridges...the upper one shows the Junction Bridge ftom
Arkansas River level with a barge...the lower right one shows the old Rock Island bridge ftom a
distance east of the bridee.
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Cla <sville, Arkansas Missouri pacifc depot, takeh in I96l by Gene Hult.

DEPOTS lN ARKANSAS - CLARKSVTLLE (Missouri pacific)

bf.: Gene HuLl

This standard Mo. Pac. station, red brick with red clay tile rool served the Johnson County town
of Clarksville, a prime peach producing area, which required a 24_hout_a_day switch engine
during peach harvest.

This town wasjust a small village in 1836, when A,rkansas became a state. It was named Ibr one
ofthe early settlers, Lorenzo N. Clark. The LITTLE ROCK & FORT SMITH RAILROAD laid
rails into town in 1873, and the place became the westem teminal for four years.

Iluring the "peaceful" days before World Wax II, Claxksville was serued by two named passenger
trains - RAINBOW SPECIAL (Nos. I24 & ll'l) witha sleeper, dining car and coach, and
SOUTHERNER (Nos. 1 16 & 125) with a sleeper, coaches and a diner-lounge.

The first train atrived in 1873 and the last train ran 2g March 1960. A Aeight remained at the
depot and the waiting rooms were leased by Continental Trailways bus company. When fieight
business ceased in the 1970s, the Chamber of Commerce took over the depol. Rarls were
removed on the Clarksville Branch in May 1989..&

.-:,

A.rkansas Rail-roader
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ARKANSAS PRryATB NNTERPRISE

by: Gene HuI1

On 26 October 1918, United States Commissioner E. P. Math€s ofJonesboro, assisted by special agents ofthe
Missouri Pacific and a local police ofraer, boarded Missouri Paciflc passenger ftain No. 5 and No.l7
southbound searching for bootl€gg€.s.

They anested one white man, six black men and thrce black women. They all lad suitcases and grips illed with
250 bottles ofwhiskey. One black woman wore a gament like slipover with pockets on Aont and back fllled
with bottles w€ighing 100 pounds.,

Those arrested said the whiskey was needed to prevent the influenza. (Eady flu shots? AUTHOR).

From the Arkansas Gazette 26 Oclober 1968

PAY BY THE TON

by: cene Hull

P.ior to 1892, most railroads in the United States had a very inefrcient method ofoharging for ileight
shipments. They charged by the carload. This made it impossible to check reports oflost freight and over
charging.

At that time, John H. Harris was an assistalt gen€ral superint€ndent on the Denver & Rio Grande in Colorado.
He knew there must be a better way ofcharging and reduce the financial loss from the flood ofclaims.

He finally decided to establish freight rat€s by the TONI This proved to be very successful, and eliminated one
ofthe geatest leaks in railroad management.

The Rock Island put the system in use immediately. The Urdon Pacific quickly did the same. By the year 1900
practically every railroad in the nation was using the tonnage freight rate.



On December 13, 2002, the Salt Lake Olynpic Torch Relay Train, run by Union Pacific, came through
fukaosas. The top scene shows the Cauldrcn Car torch in Texarkan4 in a predawg dense fog. The
bottom photo shows the fain pulling into Malvern about 2 p.m that same day after ceremonies in
Texarkana and Arkadelphia. It ar.ived in Little Rock at 4 p.m. (John Jones photo)
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