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1OTH AT{NIVER TflT

tEBruSRl l{EEf INCr Our prograr for Fabruary rlll bc givcn by I. t;rltllr"Rccd,
9ugorlutcrdent at Pln Bluff fpr tho Oottol Ealt. BtIl 1r a long tlrc frlcrd
of your .dltor ard 1r not only a top notoh rallroadcr but a flnc gcntl cuen ar
rrll. Orr acctlng rlll bc hrld on 9'urday, th. ltth rtartlng at 2100 P I,t at thc
lllrrourl Paol f!,o 9fflo c Bulldlng Ln North Llttlo Rook..H c got off to a vary good'
rtatt ln ianrary attrdar€ rbc and trurt vr oan lrErcaro lt for Februaryo Plcarc
try ard Eakc ry.ty cffort to bc on hard ard brlng tho.. yl.ltorr.

NEI MExrlBEtrl t Uc cxtcrd a oordLal yolo 06€ to a oouplc of norc ncr ncoborl.
Kcnncth R. ooobr rho 1r rtatloncd at thc Llttlc Rook llr Foroc Barc ard nho rar
a vl.ltor at our Januaqf Ecctlng, and, fhoner Er Elo ott of ghorrood, lrk. Latr
all g.t aoqurldrd Hlth thcrc ncr ocnbcrl ard nakc thcn fccl at hoc. !c arc
gcttlng off to a good rtart on ncv ncabcrr thlr ycar and lctr kccp trylng to brlng
la ar oarryr ar porrlblo. Tho ncoborrhlp fitcld 1r unl lultcd.

Juet ln cai6 aoEc of you oay not knsr ttl thorc lt only onc ohanga Ln our offlcorr
?or 1979. I lll glvc thcE all to you aryxayl PRESIDENf r Btll Br Brllry, VIo&
PRle IDDSI, Dr. EUI Pollardr gEREf rRI, Oaorgc R. Holt, TREIIIURER, 0; R. BtnDr
NR8E DIRFIORT O|,!FTON I .HUl,t. ToD E hook Lr a nav noub or of thc board of
dlrcotorr ard tho rlRKlNglg RAILROIDER tr rttll ln thc hardr of r'Ic Elri lhthk
you rlll agtc. thlr 1r a flnc group of offlc€rr and en rurc you rlll glvc tho
your ftrll ooopcratton a. you havc all of our offlcorr ln thc patt.

RAttrR0ADS 0F ll,tERI04r lhlr 1r our rthcncr ehor cxhlblt ln thc I obby of tbc
IoDthca Bank ln Llttlc Rock ard lt lr golng Jurt grcat. By thc tlac you rcool,yc
thlr ncrr lcttcr hovoyor tt ulll bc all wcr for qnothor yca!. lfaw 

"lrltorrhayc oono by thc cxhlbtt ard al1 of thcn havc cxprcrtcd an lntcrcet ln ral,l-
roadlng. 9ono arc prorpcotr for nonbcrrhlp ln our olub ard noubcnhlp appllca-
tlonr bavo bocn handcd out. Tho largcet part of thc orodlt for tho axhlblt gocr
to our gcalal ard f,lno prcrldcntl 81ll Brllcy. Blll Juet har a natural knaok
for rorcthlhg llko thlr.

Glad to roc good uoabc!, Uiynr oouob at thc January ocotlng aftor a roJourn ln thc
horpltal. bot. of firturo good hcalth to you Ii aync,

Juet ln oer. .ooc of you ury no't knor ltl otrr ncr V.P . , Blll Pollarrl of oonray,
itrk. rdltr a rdfly llttlc ncrrlcttcr for thc lEKlNllS lltS@I/$IoN OF RTILRoID
PfgSn|GERE. llort of thc ncvrlcttcr oarrlcl up to dato ncrr qbout thc firturc of
$Fn/$16 IMERFd/ERIO AI. f o quotc fron Blll rl lrauo for Oot-Nw-Doo. 1978 thc
folloulngt' r1ho long araltcd DOI rcport 1r nor oxpcotcd by Fot ruary l. 4 rcoort
nap provldcd to thc Natlonal oonfcrcnct of I tatc Rqllualr offlolalr by r'urually
r.ltablc oourocl ln thc r'DCll 

", .hos. nost tral,n .crvlo. rcgt of tho t{larlrrlppl
Rlycr cllnlhatad. OnIy tha 3 aa Fanclroo Zcplyr; thc Coart I talllght, thc l{orth
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gtas,  and an ogdon to Los Ar€olo6 conncct lon would oporatc ln  thc rcetorn hal f
o f  thc Unl tod gtataa. l  E d l tor rg notcr  l {hat  1r  golng to happcn to tho I r r tcr -
Aloor lcan 1e arybodyr  8 guoss at  th lg  t lnc.  Wc can only  hopo for  thc bcet .

IROM Al.ftRAN NEldg-DECEMBIR',- 1978, rlf you travcl to Dal]ae theac daye, chanccr
aro youl l l  v lc l t  Unlon Tarrn lnal ,  whcthor  or  not  you oakc thc t r lp  by ra1l .
.lEttak | | Btutlon, along v{1th the adJolning lo-rtory Rcunlon Toror ard H5ratt
Rcgcncy hoto l  ,  1s par t  o f  B lg Drr  ncwaat  aaJor  tour lg t  a t t raot lon,  lhc , /aotc
Rcunlon co@plox l rh lch a lso lnc ludog a park ooaplc tc  wi , th  rator fa l lg  and foudr ln .
Unlon lcr ro lnal ,  uaod by l ,  ra t  rak t ra lnr  oarv lng Dal lar ,  ie  a bcaux ar t r  l t ructurc
bul l t  ln  l9 l4  and how l ls ted on tho Nat lor ra l  Rcglatcr  of  Hlc tor lca l  P laoor .  Dal lar r
rh loh for  a t lno nae tho country l  r  largost  o l ty  r { l thout  ra l l  paB.cngo!  to f l icc ,  noe
1g rortrcd by lotrakrr Lono g tar and f nt or-.lEcrlc an. trctrak I c faollltlct 1n thc
r tat lon arc ln  proccso of  bc ing rc furb l  ghod i . '  Er l l tor r r  notct  Roocnber a l l  thos6
f lnc paaeengcr  t ra lns that  urcd to sorvc la l laa?t

Ihc 9 l l  J098r  buslnoge car  of  STLSI (Cot ton B6I t )  ahd usual ly  gtat loncd at  P lno
Bluff, ls, at thls wrltlng, on tho roat ooaat for ranolatlon and rcpalnttng. {
vcry f lnc oar .  A l l  roccnt  palnt  Jobe on thc car  natch thooq of  parcnt  BP cara.

C.  R.  rDlckr '  Byrd,  orr r  godal  and ablc  t roarurcr ,  ra8 rocont ly  a lcotcd prcr ldcnt
of tho /trkaneas ValIcy l,tod cl Rallroed Club. oongratulatlonr lDlok.

l fc t t ,  o ld  uan n lntor  oant t  lact  forovor  and I  em, aB I  knor  uoet  of  you arc,
looklng foruard to eprlng and ratchlng tho nallr for novt on Bprlng, runtlor
and fa l l  cxcurr lons v l th  tho l lkcc of  45Ol ,  610,  No.  l r  and othcr3o Undor-
etanl ,  but  not  actual ly  : - : . f l  r rncdr  that  0 l l rphf lc ld  p lane on ur lng thol r  No.  I
ovcr  par ts  of  Fanl ly  L lnae th ls  lcs3on rn . iCaJt lon to oporat lon on 01lmhf1!1d.
oould thle aoan that thcy nay actually plan on a run eut of Mcnphlr nhloh 1r on
a fanlly llno, thc L&l[. lo hopo eo. S uch e trlp out of Mctphlr rould bo bound
to draw a record nunb cr  of  r ldcrr .  Keop your  f lngcre c toescd.

tlc nocd to bc thlnklng of a poaeibl.c oxcurglon run for our ucnborg thlc euurer
or . fa l l .  I te  noH bosn sono throo or  four  yoars s inoo Ho had ona.  I  o  knoY that
paEsargor  cqutpnant  1 l  acarccrospcola l ly  on rhor t  l lncr ,  noet  of  whoa havo r icnr
et  a l l .  Iour  od w111 do vhat  he can but  aeolet ,ahoo le  ncedod.  Lcte ta lk  ab out
l t  and t ry  and got  tho bal l  ro l l lng.

By tho way good rnombare,  at  thc next  moet lng l f  you th lnk about  l t ,  Jot  doxn
your  b l r thdate (not  tho yaar  unlcs8 you want  to)  and g lvo i t  to  rnco Yt l l  t ry
and rocognizc your  b l r thday ln  l \ r turc  lesuee of  tho ncuslc t tor i  I  th ink th ta
la a vory good ldat and makor our morabors feal that thoy aro bclng thought of.
Mar\y  c lubs do th16 ae t rs l ]  a8 nary ohurohor  ln  ths l r  noualot tcrg.  { l l  o f  our
sseocl ,a to nsnbore can maj . l  the l r  b l r thdatog to thc odl tor .  Lct  ur  hcar  f ron
lf ou.

MEROER9 GE'ITING OLogERr Tho 8N/FRISCO 8nd SP/ROCK IgL Al'lD la gcttlng olosor.
Elnal  ICC approval  le  awal tod.  In  tho caso of  9P, /RI1 gP would obt8 ln that
part of RI fron Tuouloarl, Nor Moxlco to gt. Loul3 vla Kanaaa 01ty. Part of
thls routc waa fornorly knorn ag thc GoLDEN S TATE RoUTE and uscd by fart
passcnger  t ra lnr  of  thc 3P/RI  lnc ludlng tho cOLbEN STI0E.  I t  la  your  cdra
oplnton that firturo yoare wlll brlng naqy rBorc Eorgore. It nay bc tho only
rey that Ear1r of our rall ayatcar san BurvlYc.
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B9t Bl l I  Mct^ok

Oolng back dorn nmory lanc to thc glory dayc of thc paeeongcr traln, rhlch I
of tcn do, aooc of tho uort  rat l r$ing ard groatcrt  t raln r ld lng I  cvor dld vag
ln thc 3t. Loul.-Chloago corrldoro In thorc dayr thc lf abarh, Chlcago & llton,
I l l lnolr  0cntral  ard tho Ohlcago & Eaetcrn I l l lnolr  ectr  al l  v.ry ooupct l t ly.
not only ln frclght traffto but paaacngcr rr ycll. tll of thc llncr llrtod now
havc dlffcrant oorporatc naoor. Thc o&{-IC le noc thc I0O, tho labarh tr noy thc
l{&I ard thc O&EI lr nov thc l{0P.

lctr bcgln wlth vhat I thought ;ar tho groatort and flaort parrargcr traln on thc
g t.Loulr-ohlcago !un. Thlr var nono othcr than thc fanour tl.l8lllH DLUE BlflE" thtr
tralr had .v.rythlngi-boauty, ooufort, .pccd and .6nlcc. It couldnl t bo bcat.
tlhcn rc (X tfc ald I) rodc lt paer holdcrr had to havc a rpcolal pcrolt. fhm a
pa..cngcr agcnt frlcnd of nlnc wlth thc U abarh I obtalnad thc nccdcd porolt. {|l
rcatr on thc treln rora roscryod. U c of oourrc did not knor rhcrt our rcatt rctc
urltll rc boardod thc traln onc ruqnqr norhlng ln 3 t. Loul. UDlon Statl,on. lo our
turprlsc xc had donc rcatr atd to nakc lt qyon fincr our .oata rcrc on thc front
rov of thc doac oar. U o ucro affordrd an unobrtruotcd vlcr ovcr thc top of tho
tratn all tho ray to tho ruo$ .rd, .xcopt ln thlr carc thc .nolry and ya. a ycr:f
brauttful tro unlt dlcool palntcd ln thc bcautlful Uabarh oolorr. Our rpcod, ar
I rcoabcr ral loucrhcrc brt{oan l) and 8O Ellca pct hour on a toootb roadbcd ard
hcavy rall. To oakc tho trlp avcn Eorc cnjoyablc ro had lunch ln thc dlncr poncsth
thc doD.. It hat s trlp.

lnothar trlp ln thc corrldor I wlll ncvcr forgct rar on thc fanour C&E I gILENf
ruIqfl. thla traln dcpartcd g t. Lou1. at nldnlght ulth enlval ln Ohlcago about
7t? lll ncxt uornlngo Tho druahcad on thc roar ilccpct had an outllnc of a thlnlng
knlght ln srEour, undcrncath thc kntght vorc thc rordrf-o&Ell I tLEIilt KNIffiT. !
boardcd thc train ronc hal f  hour bcforc doparturc dnd had a l l t t lc  t lnc to k l l l  ro
I ralkod up thc platforn to thc rnoky cnd. In thlr oa.o uo had a rcal toolqr crd.
Do not rcDonbor tha rhccl arrangcocnt of th6 black bcauty but It rar a blg onc rlth
0&E I palntcd on tho tondcr ln blg lcttorr. Thc cnglnccr rar rtandlng dovn by thc
rtopr and I got lnto a oonvcrratlon vl,th hln and askcd hln lf hc rar golng to glv.
ur a fart ridc that nlghtr llc rcnarkcd r'U alt untll ro gct rolllng ard you rlll
lccr.u Hc kopt hlr proEl..i orEc out ln thc fl at llllnol. oontryrldo hc opcacd that
blaok bcauty up ard yc dld rol l .  I  c gd lnto 0htcago on t luct  orcwr r . r !  ohargcd
ln thc alght; donrt rcncnbcr rhcro ar at that tlao f ra. tn tho land of norl. Thlnk
l t  rar at  Danvl l lc,  I l I lnolr .

I nd yct anothor grcat traln I rodc rac th. fanous ILION LIMITD/ on thc ohtoago
ard llton. Thic traln HA. anothor boauty ln tugcan rcd and a long on€. tr I'
rcocnbc! 1t had at lcact flftoon to .lxtoon oars. Thc 0&a parallcllcd thq old
I l l lnolr  l ract lon 9yrt  on (nox I I l lnotr  Torrnlnel  )  for ecvcral  rnl lcr  ln I l l tnolr
and f rcooobcr rcclng thoro btg rcd clootrlcr of tho If golng ry. fhc &tON
LIMITED nae a grcat traln and rhcn thc llno va. qbtorbcd lrrto thc (l{&O that llaa
too had .ooc Brcat tralnt tn thc corfldot Includlng thc IBRillIfil LI}trtOLI and thc
tNN RUTLEDOE, both of whloh I had thc pl caruro of rldlng.

E aoh tlnc f rar ln 0hloago I trlcd to do ronc tralh rldlng ln and out of thc nlrdy
ol.ty. Bodc ruoh oannonballg as thc 0N3&U ard th. 0SS &ge. Thc CN8&ltt had a { faatlcr'
lcaving ohlcago about 9rro ll{ ?or llllraukcc. thc traln orlglnatcd on thc ohloago
clcvrtrd ard ran acrcral Ellc. on that ryrtcn b.fora oonlnt dorn to tcrra ltrna;
pulltng up thc thlrd ratl .hoc. and puttl ng up thc troll€y pol6r. Thate rhon thoy
rtartcd rolllng. I lrpc I sa, iltting right bchlrd thc Eot orua,n ln tho frort car
I o ordd attcrt to thc fart rpocdo Thcrcworc oa4y hlghway orosrlng. on tho llnr

(The CNS|&tl hae lorg beo-n gono fron ths sccno. the C56&88' gtlll turvlvcr
but 1r on rhaky grourd)



-tb

and rar raally holdlng qr brcath ovar tono of thcl for foar a ca! or tnrok rould
drlv. rlght ln front of ut. Og thc rcturn trlp rrbGn thc CI{9&l{ oorduotor took up
up ry pa.s hc not od that I xsg fron Llttlc Rook. Hc rald hc had a rtrtcr llvlng
ln Ll t t lc Rook. f t r  a r t rangc ror ld.

Anothcr flnc .lootrlo rld. ra. on thc 099&llB.fron ohloago to l{lohlgan,,0ltyr lrdlana
ard rotura. llthough I nocr oxpcrlcnocd 1t an told on good authorlty thst thlr
llac had a trro or throa oar crprcr. that arrlvcd ln 0hlcago at about tho taoc tlro
ar thc faoour lll0'20tb OEMURX LIUITEDT Thc tyo tralnt got al ont .ldo of onc anthor
roucrhcrc out ln thc oountty.ldc olo3c to Ohloago ard rould rtart raotng. thr Cgg8i
Elralrr ron bcoauro rrhcn thcy got along rldc onc enothcr tho ootoroan on tha olcotrla
rould thror thc oontlollcr orrcr ard rhoot by thc 20th 0E NIURY llkc hc wer rtandlng
rtlllo Donrt aloubt lt qt all rimo tho hrary rtcao porcrcd traln uar no natoh for
thr ltgbt olootrlo ooarlrt. That 2 Oth OEIIlURY could gct up ard noe. hor.no!, a.
all of you knoi.

I rogrct that f ncaor got to rldc tho tllinolr Orntral ln thla conlalor. tE sur.
that I nlrrcd a grcat traln ln thc I.0o ofiEEt{ D I itllolD. It ree a brauty ard a fart
ono too. A lro ln ohloago f nwcr rodc th. 0hlcago, Arrora & EICtr rhloh rar qnothcr
cl.otrlo fartho tha ohloago r&r 'hrd gubragr oould roally run too.

In olo.ltrg I nr3t glvc a boort to good old lrkansar ln thc fart train flcld. Io had
our shqroof thc fartlcr ln thc OgIloN BELI LoNE I TlR, thc ti{oP SUMIHINE S PECI/U, rND
EAOLEB' thc t,&tgnRnrEP0nTER, tha R00f, ISLII\ID RoCKEf, ard thc FRI900 t(/WS/lS 0I1I-
ILORIDA gPE OI/i!. Had thr plcarurc of rldlng all thcr. traln. eor. than orp.. l{lrh
1c rtlll had all of thcE dontt yout? anoat forgot thc l(os gqnHERN BELLB. I rcelbduty.
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NE1{ GRAVE IN TIIE CEI,Ef,ERY

Thc ebovc fron GATEIIIJ RI,ILRIIER, 8T. LOUIS CH.|PIER, NRHS. N0f.lo78

fhc lrkancaa Railroad Olub te e norrproflt organlzetlon. Rcgular ncctlngr aro
hold tho .cootd g und ey of oaoh uonth at thc Ml seourl Paolflc offloc Bulldlng 1n
Notth LlttloRook, lrk. Rcfrcnhnontr usurlly rvallablc (o offcc-c ooklcr.+ okce).
Yirltorg alHays uclooDc. I ond nors ltone and ctchangc ncrrlettctr to cdltor
st 5007 Hrwthornc Road, L,lttlc Rock, Ark. 72207.


