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1978 dues are now due and payable, Your dues are the only source of income for
our club and if you bave not already done so please get them in NOW, Send all
checks to G.R. (Dick) Byrd at 12 Flintwood Drive, Little Rock, 72207, or give
them to him at our February meeting.

The program for February will be announced at another spot in the newsletter
80, keep on reading, Our January meeting attendance was 22 including speaker.

A few further words about our wonderful Antiques & Artifacts show at the Worthen
Bank which concluded in December, For the information of our non-resident members
and those who were not in attendance at the January meeting; the rail line most
asked about at the show was not the MOP, SSW, RI, KCS or FRISCO tut 1t was (you
would gever guess) the M&NA (MISSOURI & NORTH ARKANSAS) that long abandoned but
not forgotten Ozark Mountain carrier which ran from Joplin, Missouri to Helena,
Arkensas, The line had 1ts general office at Harrison, irkansas and most of its
mileage was in this state so 1t could truly be called an Arkansas Institution,
Wish we still had it,

Tentative dates for our show at Worthen this year are Sepgember 18th thru Qctober
20th, These dates are of course tentative and subject to change,

Rall merger news 1s going strong and you of course are already familiar with the
proposed EN-FRISCO marriage. We now learn that two more systems are talking;
namely giant SQUTHERN PACIFIC and SEABOARD (Family Lines), S.P. would reach
Family Lines L&N at Memphis end St. Louis (thru the SSW) and BN-FRISGO and SP-
SEABOARD would create the largest systems in the country, With about 27,000
miles of track in each system, both lines would easily outrank the mlleage of
CONRAIL which has about 24,000 track miles, With all of this annocunced no
doubt MOP-SOUTHERN will resume marriage plans, Spesking of merjers your
editor is inclined to go along with Mr, Louis Menk, Cbairman of Burlington
Northern who recently said --Quote---If we're going to have a viable rail
system, there will have to be fewer railroads--End Quote, Ian't that what

we 8ll want? Strong Rallroads? Giant mergers ahould not affect the nation's
short lines too much, especially those that are owned by large industries.

Hoveber many of our ghort pikes have disappeared in recent years.




e

Recently recesived a very nice letter from one of our fine non-resident members;
Blll pollard of Memphis, Tenn., Am sure many of you know Eill, His letter was
about the future of the INTER-AMERICAN., Space will not permit quoting Bill's
letter but thinking you may bo Interested am quoting a few excerpts from 1t;
"When Amtrak arbitrarily .‘ropped sleeper servico from the Inter-American last
August, the Chicago-Laredo route becams the longest route to be denied the
passenger amenitles of sleeper service ind adequate dimnz service, The ICC
ruling (Finance Docket 28522) on November 3, 1977 denied Amtrak's request to
permanantly exempt Noa., 21-22 from the ICC sleeping car requirement (Rggulation
20a), As a result of this ruling Amtrak must restore gleepsr service to this
train, I wrote to Prea,Relstrup inquiring ebout a start up date for the gleeper,
and received the followlng reply, dated Dec. 14, 197MCurrently the Cardinal
(J.W Riley) and Panams Limited have been equipped with rebuilt sleepers, and
the Pioneer will recelve this equipment it March, Althoug. e are unable to
give you any date for the reastoration of this service to the Inter-american,
it willbe after the Pionearr, 4s usual, the Inter-smerican receives the
least priority from Amtrek, Although most cuts will be restored by this
Murch 1st, the Inter-aimerican will not return to daily service until--
vApproximately" May 30, 1978; and will supposedly run daily through next
summer on an ‘experimental basis'. The Inter-American will thus be the

last of the service cuts to be restorad, and could concelvably be dis-
continued before the date it is to resume dally service. Both Senator

Bumpers and Representative Tucker seem to support rail passenger service 3
through Arkansas, I suspect thut Senator Hodges from Newport would be
sympathetic towards Amtrak--the Newport Chambsr «f Comrerce was one of

the other 3 protestors in tha gleeper hearings before the ICC, I hope

that you will continue to liesp ihe plikht of the Inter-gmerican before

the club members {through the Arksnsas Reilroader). and perhaps the return

of Arkensas to the ranke of the freight-only states can be preventedr, End

of quotes, Thanks very much Bill and we shall certainly keep happenings

of the Inter-pmerican before the club, We stated in the Januery news letter
that our Inter-imsrican was probahbly ths "stepchild® of the entire Amtrak
System, Understand %hs "Icns Star* is not too far behind and the "Panama®

was also szdly neglected fur ailong pericd of time hut now understamd this
train is considered ona of the bast in the Amtrak System, sSometimes we
nArkies" receive ths Hunt 2nd of everything; we certainly have when it

comes to Amtrak, Nuf se.d before my bluod gets to boiling again,

While writing this rewsietter and now end then gazing cut the window at-the
hleak wintry raw day cannct bub thirk of things it come; particularly the
Southern Ry. stscam excursions this summer, Have not yet received the steam
schedule for 197C but it should be forthecosming in tha near future. Hope that
plans materialize for Ex ¥ €10 to pull the excursion out of Memphis. Looking
forward to it and will even settlg/our old and faithful standby-No. 4500 if
No. 610 cannot be used. ror/

We can report (with credit dus Pacific Gorthwest Chapter, Portland, Oregon and
Elackbawk Chapter (Spike & Tie) Joliet, 1il, Ex SP and American Freedom Train
Queen, No. 4449 1g in gocd mechanical condiiion and 1s kept in a safe, under-
cover storage facility. To operate in excursion service again however 1s another
problem, Most railroads will not bandle the 4449 unless it is lnsured for a
mimimum of $10,000,000, You read it right--ten million dollars. Also a railroad
1s needad to agree to hendle the engine, 4449 is & msinline engine &and cannoi be
operated on just any shost line or uvranch line, Most railroads in the Northwest
do not need the problems associated with running s sfeam engine on thelr mainline,
Editor's Note---]Jt will be too bad and & darn shame if the "Queen" is not used
again, JIts too pretty just to sit in s park or in a storage shed or what have
you. we hope there is some way it may rua agsin,
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Meal Service

_Meal service on the Santa Fe is
under management of Fred Har-

" _ rui:mlin n::i& !i“:l]fh ¢ cﬁmn-
‘tors are maintained s e follows *
‘ingatations on the G.C.8 S.F. Ry.
T Galveston Brownwood
“Houston iCleburne
1 erville :Fort Worth
Bilsbee = :Gaineaville

Temple FPurcell
h counter only

" SBfop of twenty-five minutes is
. made at meal stations affording
| one am -oppartunity for a short
'wallt ahd rest In their journey.

The sbove ad was contained in a joint pocket size timetable issued by the GC&SF
(SANTA FE) and TEXAS MIDLAND RAILROADS during World War 1, dated February, 1919,
when these and all railroads were under United S¢ates Railroad Administration,
The words Fred Harvey always make my appetite greater., Without a doubt he was
the world'a greatest restaurant man and no one yet has come along to take his
place. (And they say we are making progress? We sometimes wonder)

Not long ago while browsing in a flea market I picked up an old pocket size
joke book and began thumbing thru 1t. One joke caught my eye; it was a rail-
road joke. Since the book was probahly dated back scme 50 years ago the

Joke is probably stale by now., Thinking you may e interested it goes
something 1ike this-~-A lady and her young son were riding in the coach on

& passenger train, having come a conslderatle distance, Several crew changes
have been made enroute, Now about the fourth conductor on the trip comes down
the aisle collecting the tickets, The rhetoric. goes something llke this;

Conductof to Lady: - Tickets please [he eyes the son very closely)
Lady to Conductor;y - Here they are Sir
Conductor to Lsdys - lady how old 1s your son?
Lady to Conductor: = He is twelve years old Sir
Conductor to Lady: - Lady don't you know that anyone twelve years and clder
must have a full fare ticket?
Lady to Conductor; - But Sir he was under twelve when we started,
(Nuf said on this one)

Will there be other "Fallen Flags'? No doubt there will be and the ¥risco may well

be one of them soon, Although not yet classified as fallen flags, two of our Arkansas
lines have lost their old emhlems, The Cotton Belt "gin saw" has all tut disappeared,
and the familiar Rock Island emblem is about gone. Cotton Belt freight cars and their
cabooses have only the words COTTON EELT on them., Almost sll Rock Island cars and
locos now have "The Rock" on them, In recent years we have seen & lot of fallen
flags which we hated to see disappear, With mergers in the wind there will be no
doubt & lot of "New Flaegs", new emblems that will have to be created when the lines
merge, Wonder what BN-FRISCO will be celled? And SP-FAMILY LINES? All collectors
must know by now that Cotton Belt items are already very scarce; Frisco items are
becaming that way. If you want them now 1s the time to get golng. Just try and

find Cotton Belt and Frisco dining car ching and find out what luck you have, I
should know, have been hunting for the last several years for china from both

roads with no success at all,

On Page 4 is an erticle by ouwr own Mike Adams which ties in nicely with the
Razorbacks victory in the Orange Bowl.
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THOSE RAZOREACKS

By: W. M, "Mike" Adams

In addition to esiing acorns, nickory nuis, rattlesnakes, Aggles, Mustange and
SOONERS, razobback hops have been kioown to literally eat up & railroad, When the
white River Division of thne old St, Louls, Iren Mountain and Southern (now the
Missouri Pacif'c) was bullt betwazn Cetter, Arkansas and Crane, Missouri in the
early part of vhe century i% was bullw lsrgaly around a rocky side hill - or
burrowing through & ridega or jumping a deep ravine ( in Ozarkase a “holler%)

on & spidery timber trastle, BRetwesn these two points less than 100 miles

apart there was a total of 57 tiuber ilestlea ranging up to 122 feet in height

end spanning a tctal distance of ever four milles,

Within ten years aftor ccnsirucilon it v es declded to either rebutld these timber
spans with atecl and conerate or f1l1l thom in with dirt and this work went on for
many years until the profect was coupletsd in the mid-1930's, The longest of these
bridges, the 1900 feot affeir spanning Coorge's Greek, a few miles west of Yellville,
Arkarsas was filled in the fall ol 1924, When & fill was finished the bridge string-
ers were cut off and ths earth eabunlmoent allowed to carry the load of the trains-
but it was necessary to put out & slow order on the track for several weeks, some-
times months, until the fill comprcted and stabilized and there was not any further
danger of the track aeitling, On Christmas Eve of 1924 the last thing the bridge
and building forem=n did on the Geurge's Crezk trestle was to cut the stringers.
Actually this sheuw'd haws ©tz2en hls next to lasi duty -~ in his rush to get home

and celetrate he comnletely cverlooked nuttling out a slow order;

That nlght the sovikhiard 2:4tadl +lvh ZIngineer M. F. McNabb at the throttle of
Consolidation No, 128 espe pounging up the hiil from Turkey Spur at about 25 mph
when "bolngr & rail Lroke 2nd the 128 layed over on her side as did several cars,
one of which wag 2 loud cf #~lled corn, Although Engineer McNabb rolled all the
wvay to the bottom of the ill, meither he or his fireman, nor the head brakeman
for that mattar were hurt - ercept poaslbly to their dignity., The corn, however,
spllled down *he high fill elso, and within 24 hours, long before they got the
123 back on har fect, the rogerhaciks ceme ewarming in out of the Crooked Creet
and George's ~Treak botteoms aid “he neightrring hills and hallers and had their
Christmas dinner.

They rooted up the £i1l1 ac badly in their nsatural exhuberance that heavy rains
the next fev days ~usind and srnda’ the 111 awey so badly it took over a week's
lator with a work tvrain L cormoci. Those rugorbacks hung around the right of
way for several weelky wiliing for an>ther shower of manna tut they were doomed
to disappointment -~ the replicemiont btrildee &nd bLuilding foreman kept a slow
order out until nes-ly Lae peoxit ChriisinmIisge
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TERRUARY PROCRAM

"SOur program for February will Lz pgiven by our member and Amtrak Relief Ticket Cleri,
Jobn Martin, John is & Rosk Islend fen end will show slides of Rock Island Freight
and Passenger both sicen and diesel, 7This should be an interesting program and trust
we will have a good atteomdanzc., frihg thos: visitors. Our meeting will be on the
date of February l2th end &8 the usual wnlace, the MOP Office Bldg, 1000 West 4th
Avenue, North Little Rock starting at 2100 FM,.
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