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BRRR! A Rock Island accident investigation photo taken at Hazen, Arkansas with the camera facing east,
toward Memphis, date unknown but sometimes in the early 1940s. They were ilvesting a road crossing
accident near where John Swaim, a goverrunent Mail Messenger, is seen hanging a mail pouch. This depot is
now a museum with token tracks still in place in front of the depot. (L. T. lvolker collection)
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)lilruukee Road transfer coming o./J bridge over the Mississippi River on its way to sourh Minneaporis
lird, lyintet of 1916. (Eldon A. BehI phoro)
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A spccial ,4mtrak display train at the grsn l opening ofthe renovated Meuphis Llnion Station (lC
ttatbn), September 25, /999. fJohn C. Jones photo)
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1999 OFFICERS/POSITIONS OF TIIE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB

PRESIDENT - Leonard L. ftalmueller, 2 I Hanover D., Little Rock AR 72209-21 59 (501-562-823 I )
VICE-PRESIDENT - John Hodkin, Jr., 506 Gofdon Sr, N Lifile Rock AR ?2117 (501-945,2128)
TREASURER - Walter B. Walker, 8423 Linda Ln, Little Rock AR 7222'7-5983 (5'l-225-0a26)
SIe&EIABI - Carole Sue Schaf€r, 103 Thayer St, Little Rock AR 72205-5951 (501-371'0034)
EDIIS& - Ken Ziegenbein, 1023 Claycut Cir, N Little Rock AR 72116"3728 (501-758-1140)
NRHS DIRECTOR -_Jirn Bennefi, 1002 South Leslie St, Stuttgart AR 72160 (870)-673-6753)
PHOTOGRAPHER - John C. Jones, I l7 Cottonwood, Sherwood AR 72120-4011 (501-835-3729)
TRIP ADVERTISING - David P. Hoge, 3721 Idlewild, N Little Rock AR 72116 (501-771-1025)
BOARD'99 - Stanley Wozencmft, 108 N Palm, Little Rock AR 72205 (501-664-3301)
Dq\&D!QQ - Gene Hull, 1507 E washington #31, North Littl€ Rock AR 72114-645s (s0l-945-7386)
BOARD '01 - Tom Shook, 1716 Alberta Dr. Little Rock AR'1222'1"3902 (501-225-8955)
BOARD '02 - Bill Bailey, 8318 Reymere Dr, Little Rock AR 72227 -39M (501-224-6828)
p\&D|-]83 - Robin Thomas, 10980 Rivercrest Dr #26, Littl€ Rock AR 72212-1412

The ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB is a ron-profit organiation ofrailroad aod train enthusiasts (prototypc trains, not model
trains) that was forned in 1969. We are also the Little Rock Chapter ofthe National Railway Historical Society. We meet on the
secotrd Sundats ofmost months at 2 p.m.

Ducs tojoir th€ ARXANSAS RAILROAD CLUB are currently $20 a year, which includes the monthly l6-24 page Arkansas
Railfoader n€wsl€tter. Ifyou'd like to join the NRHS through our club (thus b€ing a menber ofthe Little Rock Chapter NRHS
.nd national NRHS), you nust pay $17 a year more, bringing the total to $37 a year for both. Dues are always payable on
January l" ofeach year, but you nay pay at any time (nenbership will €xtend through the following year).

To join, send your nane, addr€ss and phone number plus ducs to the ARK-ANSAS RAILROAD CLUB, PO BOX 9I5l,
NORTH LITTLE ROCK AR 72119. Call 501-758-1340 for irformation. Thc newsletter editor's email addrcss is:
ken.Lrw@ix,netcom,com The Arkansas Railroadcr is put on the Web monthly, and that address is:
bttrJ/w$,v.tminw€ather.com

OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY will be held SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18 at the same place and time
we had it last year, namely the University Park Adult I-€isure Center, 6401 West 12'h Street, Little Rock. Co\t i\ $li
per person. It will begin at 6 p.m. We need to know how manywill attend, so please send in your $15 per person
ahead of time to the Arkansas Railroad Club. PO Box 9151. North Little Rock AR 72119 or call our treasurer
walter Walker at the number above. A map to the place is on the next page. All are invited to John Hodkin's
residence after the party (506 Gordon St, North Litde Rock)

INSERTS AND SUCH - Postal regulations have been getting stricter over the past few months, so when I insert a
flyer in one envelope,I must put one in all other envelopes as well. So, even if you've paid for a calendar or paid your
dues already, you will still be getting the same inserted flyer in some issues. PLEASE CHECK YOUR MAILING
LABEL to see ifyou're paid up - ifyou have 2000DEC, you're paid up through 2000. Ifyou have 99DEC, your dues
are due. Thanks.

NOVEMBER COVER CORRECTION - Mike Adams wrote the following letter regarding the cover of the
November Railroader: "I talked to Gene (Hull) about the cover and he asked me to write you. He has been
funished some erroneous information on the picture. It is not a picture of military personnel jn training on the
Missouri Pacific at Van Buren in the sp ng of 1943. This is a picture of technicians of the American Steel Foundries
doing test offreight car trucks on the Missouri Pacific.

ARK4NSAS MILROADER - Lit e Rock Chapter NRHS
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This picture was made at Bald K ob in the spring of t  941 .
During the peiod from January 1941 through May 1941 thc
Missouri Pacific ran a total of 17 round trips from North Liltlc
Rock to Bald Knob at speeds in excess of 90 mph. The cngine
was the 6624 which had just becn out-shoppcd with rol ler
beaaings. The train consisted of two ASF box cars, two MP
combination cars and on MP baggage car. Thet $ere lined up
with a combine first, a box car, the baggagc car. another bo\ car
and a combine. This can be plainly secn in the picnrre. fhc l ine
up ne\'er varied. They ran to Bald Knob, $cnt around the w) e
and canre right back to North Little Rock. The enginecr \rirs
the late C. H. Hensley and he is visible in the pictufc- f le was
noted for bcjng a fearless runner. The train crcw varied ancl I
have talked with several of them and ALL of thcm claint they
made over 100 mph. ASF reported 94 mph being thc highest
specd rcachcd. Since ASF had thousands of dollars of
expensjve equipment and the brakics merely a Elgin or

Hrrrlillon. I imrge ASF is more nearly correct. Actually, 90 mph is what they were shooting for.
I wrole a storJt about his for the MPHS and it was published in their Fall 1984 issue, Vol IX, No. III. This picture.

incidently. so l0r as I can remember, was furnished by ASF along with a brochure covc ng thcse tests. I-Iow Cene go!
it  caplioned as shown we do not know.' fMlke/

lSec itnother accounl of this test of tt ucks in 1941 written by John A. Mllls elsewhere in this issuc)

Here are the directions to our Christmas Party December 18.
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OCTOBER 10 .  1999MINUTES-The  Arkansas  Ra i l road  C lub  me t  Sunday ,  oc tobe r  10 ,  1999
a t  t he  Pu lask i  He igh ts  P resby te r i an  Church  w i th  P res iden t  Leonarc l  ThaLmue I Ie r
.  6  . i  . .  a  i n ,  ,  ^ . 1 ,  a . l  M i  n , , r a e  6 d  i s  n ,  a - - .  F ^

r e p o r t  w a s  a c c e p t e d  f o r  a u d i t
r 6 . . - , . 1  , h - . L F . l  , h c  s m w L l - , c  t ^ y  h ^ . r i n n  r h o  c a n r 6 h l i . .  h -  '  c h - -  i .

Prne  B lu f f .
Leonard  announced  nomina t i ons  fo r  o f f i ce rs  fo r  2000 :  PRESIDENT -  John  Hodk in ,

J r ;  V ICE-PRESIDENT -  J im  Wake f ie ld ;  SECRETARY -  Sharon  Doy le ;  TREASURER l ta l t e r
Walker; BOARD OF DIRECTORS Ron Esserman; PHOTOGRAP]]ER - John C. Jones; EDITOR
Ken  Z iegenbe in .  O f f i ce r . s  w i l l  be  vo ted  on  b \ ,  l he  Board  i n  Novenber .

John  Jones  repo r ted  on  va r ious  ac l i v i l i es  o f  t he  Un ion  Pac i f r c .  A l so ,  t ha t  t he
I , i h i t e  R ive r  Scen ic  Ra i l roac l  ! . r i l l  move  rLs '  ope ra t i on  to  Ho t  Sp r ings  fo r  t he

C lhe r  announcemen ts :  Te r ry  Fasco ,  an  a rch i tecL  work ing  on  the  P res iden t i a l
r .  |  ' -  -  : dH  po -Le  -  - L  on .

l eonard  rece i vec l  a  ca l l  f r om Pober t  Jones  i n  B ryan t  nho  has  bough t  t he  Rock  I s land
warehouse  i n  Ma lve rn  and  w i l f  g i ve  i t  t o  t he  c lub  fo r  p rese rva t i on .

I l ee t i ng  ad jou rned  a t  2 :15  p .m.  Fo l l oa ing  a  sho r t  b reak ,  Rob in  Tho .nas  p resen rec l
a  p r .og ran  on  the  Ga l l op ing  Goose .

ca ro le  Sue  Scha fe r ,  Sec re ta ry

2000 OFFICERS - The following are our oew office$ for 2000. Theywillbe installed at the annual Christmas party.
PRESIDENT: John Hodkin, Jr.; VICE-PRESIDENT - Jim Wakefield; SECRETARY: Sharon Doyal;
TREASURER: Walter Walker; NRHS DIRECTOR: Jim Bennett (Gene Hullwill do his annual report this year):
NEWSLETTER: Ken Ziegenbein; NEW BOARD MEMBER: Ron Esserman; PHOTOGRAPHER: John Jones.

TOY TI{AIN TALK - Fo.mer president CRAIG GERARD, Reference Librarian at Layman Library in NorIh Li!tle
Rock, will give a talk on toy trains (0 Gauge) at the library on the second Tuesday of December (December 1,1) at
noon. The public is inlited.

MALVERN GRAVEL CO - Stephen R. Strauss, club member from Washington State, emailed me about the slatlrs
ol the Malvern Gravel Company locomotives seen in Gene Hull's September 1,999 Arkansa.r Ral/'oade]: He said that
he $'as a native of Malvern and first heard of these locomotives in the early 1960s from someone who worked at the
Malvem Gravel Company. The 50'h anniversary issue of the Malvern Daily Record, on october 7, 1966, had an
afticle about the locomotives, and included a photo that he thinks is the same one that is on page l4 of the
Seplenber R:l/.oader:

At dlat time Richard G gsby was hoping to obtain the locomotives to display at an industrial museum he
envisioned for Malvern. That plan didn't materialize. On a visit home in October 1975 I inquired about the
locomotives at Malvem Gravel Company, hoping to be able to photograph them. I learned they had been sent for
scrapping somewhere in'lexas. (Stephen Strauss can be coDtacted at 2ll7Anderson Ave, Port Orchard llA 98366
I 302, 3 6A- 8 76 5 65 6, e n a il s tra u ss (apsn a. na e.v. m i I )

MODEL TRAIN EXHIBIT - The Museum ofDiscovery will host a large model train exhibit from Novenber 20
through January 23,2000. This 600 square-foo1 exhibit will feature 5 HO scale trains running through Arkansas'
multiple terrains. The "All Aboard Arkansas" exhibit will also feature air travel and other travel modes. The
Arkansas Valley Model Railroad Club will operate an N-Scale layout November 20-21 at the exhibit. The Museum
of Discovery is located in the River Market in Little Rock. ( Thar,ks 10 Randy Tady)

UP COMPANY STORE in North Little Rock, 800 Pike Avenue in the Jenks Shop, sccond floor, will be oPen every
Salurday through December 18, 9 a.m. to noon, plus its regular Monday_wednesday-Friday schedule (only a couple
of hours each day). ('lhanks to.Iobn Jones)

ARK4NSAS TIILROADER - Little Rock Chapter NRHS
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SI IOw AND SALE for next year will be held June 3 at Fisher Armory in North Little Rock, where we had ir jn
rcars past,

DEADLINE FOR THE JANURAY NEWSLETTER is Dccember 18.

l l lc  j i , l loBing is  l in  those s,ho want  to f ind
c.nain ra ihoad-re latcd i lems.  in fonr ln l ion.
dr  $r  r  (o sel lor t rade sucf i  i tems\v i lh  other
r l r l l i fs  \ \ 'q , fseNe rhe r ighl  ro rc fuse
rsr rlgs if dccmcd inappropriale. The

. \ r l t rnsrs Raihoad Club is  nol  rcsponsib le
l i i r  f r ls leadjng ads

IOR S^LE Tl re Arkansas Rai l roadClub s
rc l ) r  n t  ot  Genc l lu l l  s  c lass ic  .Sro/ / / , r t
l , r i ! , ,4A r /  r / * i / , , \d1,  o ler  100 pages.
I i r r lbourd.  io iLsf t r  ped.  lLrn i ted run.6 'x9
l\r,k You c:rn ordcr irom While River
l ' rodu(r ions.  lnc.  l .16 l l  Anclor  Avc.
I iuc l , l in  N1O 6.16i  I  a t  c . l l  817-18' l -2161.
Co\1 i !  $1.195 p lus $5 shippnrg{or)ou can

pick one up al a club mecling and save the
Postage).

FOR SALE-Thc Arkansas RailroadClub's
hardbound, 120-page book called Railroad
Stalions and Tliiht lhtoltgh Atkdnius .ind
1lreSotlrlv€rr. Il was written by Clinon I]ull
with help fiom lom Shook, among olher
club mcmbers. Kevin EuDaly of White
Rivcr Productions did the graphic design
and artwofk. YoLr can order tiom White
Ri!'er Produclions, 24632 Anchor Ave,
Buckl in MO 64631 Cost is 529.95 plus
$.1.50 poskge and hand ling (tora I of 534.45
ifloo rc having n mailed). Mastercard or

V'sa accepted. You can cal l  Whi lc Rivcr
Productions at 877-787-2.167

FOR SALE - Janes R. Fair's book 7r.
Launiuna & Atkansas Rail||q,. -ll\is t76-
pagc clothbound book has 80 black rnd
white illuslralions and covers the l-ouisiana
& Arkansas Railwa] liom its begirrrrin-!r ro
the nrodern era. You can now order directl)
hom Mr. Fair .  I Ie l l  even autograph i t  l i ) r
yotr .  Cost drrecdy from him is onl!  Si4 l l is
addrcss is: Jan€s R. F'oir.280.1 Norlhwood
Rd.,4ust in,  I  X 7870i '16i0. Cal l  5l2-45l
6194 or 512 : l7l  1689.

RAILROAD ABANDONMENT PROPOSALS

'lltc 
irddrcss ol rhc Surfacc TraDsportation Board is: Office ofthe Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925 K Street, Washington

l)(  l01l l .  l -hc STB phone DUDrber for abandonment procedures (Off ice ofPubl ic Services) is:  202-565-1592. I fyou
eonlrcr ihem, i l  would bc handy 1o use the Dockct Numbers. Their  Web address is:  ht tp: / /www.stb.dot.8ov i fyou'd l i lc thc

'Ihcsc 
abandonnrent proposals have been prinled in the Federal Register or have come dircctly from lhc Surlace

lfansporlar ionBoard.Theywil lgoinefteclunlcssoneol lhefbl lowingoccurs: l )anof leroff inancial  assistancc is
fccci\cd: 2) a rcqucst lbr public usc ofthe land is receivcd (for instance, rails-to-trails); 3) pctitions lo rcopen the case is
t iLed. I tai l roads. bclbre lhey can f i le these "not ices ofex€mption under CFR I152 Subpan F," must cer l i fy that 1) Do local
tfitllic has Inoved over thc line for at least 2 ycars; 2) any overhead traffic can be routed over other lincs; 3) no formal
coLrrplaint t i led by a uscr is pending and: 4) cnvironnental  reports.  histor ic reports,  t ransmit tal  let lcr.  newspaper
publicalioD, and noticc to governmental agcDcies have beeD mct. Even though approval is granted lbr thc railroads 1o

abrntlon. it rnal be morths or ycars beforc lrack is actually bken up.

WISCIONSIN - WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD. -  To abandon a 1.63 mi le l ine betwe€D m p 198 37 and m p 200 in

CreeD l lay, WiscoDsir.  Effect ive Novcmber 18, 1999. (STB Dockct No. AB-303, Sub No. 20X, dccided Octobcr
12. scrved October 19. 1999)

U't AH - SALT LAKE CITY RAILROAD CO- - Cancclled ils applicalion to abandon a line fro'n 'n.p. ?98.74 at Ninth

Strecr in Salt  Lake City lo m-p. 775.I9 at the Salt  Lakc City/Utah county I ine. The or iginal  not ice to abandoD $,as

scrved Sc ptenlber 2 8, I 999. ( STB Docket No. AB- 5 20, dec ided October I 9, servcd October 22, I 999.
Vl l {cINlA - CSX - To abandoD i ts l ine betweeD m.p. OCV-242.0 and m.p. OCV-243.6, Dear l - lagans, Virginia,  a dislance

of L6 Di les. Effect ive November 25. I  999. (STB Docket No. AB-55, Sub No. 5?5X, decided Oclober I4,  served

ARK4NSAS MILROADER Little Rock Chaptel NRHS
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Octobcr 25, 1999)
SOUTIT CAROLINA - NORFOLK SOUTHERN - To abandon 1.26 miles ofline between m.p. Z 42.6 a1 Wesr Union

and m.p. Z-43.86 at Walhalla, South Caroiina. Effectiv€ November 26, 1999. (STB Docket No. AB-290, SLrb No.
155X, decided October I8, served October 27, 1999)

NORTH DAKOTA - SOO LINE - To abandon 19.0 miles ofline known as the Pollack Line between m.p. 342.0 neal
Wishck and m.p. 361.0 at the end of the line near Ashley, North Dakota. Eflective November 26, 1999. (STts
Dockel No. AB 57, Sub No. 49X, decided October 19, served October2'7,l99t I

MICHIGAN - GRAND TRUNK WESTERN RR - To abandon a 1.31 mile segment ofthe Dequindrc Line belween m.p.
L.77 and n1.p. 0.46 in Detroit,  Michigan. Final Decision by January 28, 2000. (STB Docket No. AB 3 I, Sub No.
36X, decidcd October 21, sefled November l, 1999)

WISCONSIN - FOX VALLEY & WESTERN LTD - To abandon a 26.64 mile line known as the Wcst Bend-Eden I-ine,
f iom m.p. I 14.42 south of West Bend to m.p. 139.06 in Eden, Wisconsin. Included are the stations of West Bend.
Blt Siding, Kewaskum aDd Campbellsport. (STB DocketNo. Final decision by Janrrary 28, 2000, decided October
21. served Novcmbcr 1. 1999)

DUREKA SPRINGS TRAIN FOR SALE

(Lureka Srings) AftcrDcarl)' 20 years of
nnning excursions along the old right of
wa), oflhe Missouri & Nodh Arkansas out
oi lurcka Springs, thc Eu.eka Springs &
Nonh Arkansas Railway is for sale. owner
Bob Donch is asking $ 1.75 mi l l ion. Do(ch
said he s sellins because ofhealth reasons.
According b tbc listing agcnt. Cene Bland
of Mountain Country Propenies Better
Ilones and Gardens, the properry includes
285 acrcs of land. al l rol l ingsiock including
dining cars and locomotives (a4-pase list),
rrack. rcpair vehicles, a turntable plus a

building on North Main and a spriDg used

The last run occuned thc cnd ofOclober.
Iio. more infonnation, contact cene BIand
via email at seneblandararealtor.com. (,/ia
Tan Le'|is o1 Hotston, Texas, Gene HulL

ARIiANSAS & MISSOURI RAILROAD
6ptinsdale) -'the Arkansas & Missouri

Railroad is expected to cam more than $25
million by 2005, according to President
t-an] Bouchet, which would make itjump
fiom a Class 3 io a Class 2 raihoad lhe

road has 50 employees and 24 loconrotives
and rnDs fiom Monet, Missouri ro Fort
Smith, Arkansas along thc fofnref BNSF
(Frisco). lhc have more dran l:0 cLrsromcrs
and hauled 23,000 tieight cars last veal
(about 92,000 truckloads). 

'l 
hey haul about

700 cars ofgrain each monlh. Tyson food
uses the railroad to oblain most ofits grain.

A&M's locomotives are washed elcrr'
Sunday and the brass bells arc shnred, a
tradition shned by oncc President J
Hannold.

E-COMMEITCE HELPS RAILROADS
In an october 18, 1999 aticle in the

Dallss Moming Ne$.Robert Krebs. CEO
oi ANSF, said electronic c
boon to Eihoads. As an example. he said
Anazon.com, which sells books online (of
which my web sitc, trainweather.com. is an
associate), uses UPS to ship those books to
customers and itjustsohappens thatUPS is
BNSIIS bjggesi customer. (l/ia Dan Barr)

RAILTEX SOLD
RailAmcrica announced October l4 ftat is

rvill dcquire RailTex, lnc, creating the
world s largest shod line freight railroad
operaror with expected fi rst year revenues of

about $450 million. RailAmerica will own
or have interests in 5l railroads operating
over 12,500 miles of t rack in the U.S.,
Canada, Chile, Mexico and Australia.

CROSSING LAWSUITS
The Supreme Cout agree to hear a case to

clariry when railroads can be sued over
inadequate warning devices at rail crossings.
Norfolk Southem Railway argucs that
federal law pr€-empls slatc court lawsuits if
a crossing sign was financed with fedeml

CUMBRES & TOLTtrC

lchdna, New Merca) lhe Cumbfes &
'l'oltec 

Scenic Railroad Conmission voted
Ociober 19 to ielninalc the l5 year l€ase of
railroad operator George Bartholomes, and
seek bids from oihcr companies 1o operate
the nanow-gauge line liom Chama to
Antonio, Colorado. They claim the cuffent
owner didn t keep the equipment or track up
to par. The line canied 60,332 passcDger
last season. (Albuquerque Journdl O.bbet
20, 1999)

UNION PACIFIC'S LAST CALENDAR?
Union Pacific's comnemorative 2000

calendar may be the company's last. Afier
more than 80 yea.s of sending out and

ARK4NSAS MILROADER - Little Rock Chapter NRHS
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s€lling calendars 10 customers, employees,
relirees, and shareholders, Dick Davidson,
CEO, said UP is considering whether to
conrinue this 80-plus y€artadition in 2001.
Thc company prints more than 400,000
copi€s (excepr 50,000 more this year
because ofallthe classic photos inctud€d).

Noicnlhet 6, It]55 - 68 engineers flon 13
trdtet nd 15 tdilrodds eet in Ballnnoreto
orgttti:e the i\iational Association of the
8t.trttho.dal Lacona|ire Engi eersof|hc
Unit,ll Stutet. Jbtl ing the ..Nntry s lirsl

Volume XXX. Number 12 December 1999

BURNED TOWN
(Ou ook Montana) - The small town of

Outlook, Montana was alnost entirely
destroyed by fire slarted by a Dakota
Missouri Valleyand Wesrem Railroad grain
train on Oclober 31. As many as 24 hom€s
were destroyed by fire, three major
businesses. four gmin elevatoF and parts of
several famsteads. The lrain itselfsits on
the edge of town with one of its engines
destroy€d by the fire. The firewas farmed by
76 mph winds. The populalion ofOutlook is
150. Thc railroad's loss was $750,000. A
bar and some churches were spared.
(Bi ingsCuzette, Naventber 3, 1999)

U P  R E N U M B E R I N G
LOCOMOTIVES

M O S T

Union Pacific will begin renumbering
most ifnol all ofils locomotives before rhe
end ofl999. This wiLl tak€ over2 years. The
reasons are: l) UP bas more than 7200
locomotives numbered in a 9999-unit UP
number syslcm and cannot cxceed these 4
digils since 5-digit nunbers are not useable
in various compuler syslemsi 2) UP has
many "overlaps} in road numbcrs ftom UP,
SP/SSW and CNW uils; 3) UP is acquning
over 1,000 new SD7OM'S lhal n€ed new
nljmberc. (UP Etnplayee News)

TF

168 jr'l PIt AcELA
tllhotl. ttlan& - Amtrak s ncw bul

d.h)cd Acela high-speed l.ain completcd a
succelslll t.sr on ocrober I I o!e. 'ls
Norrhcasr Coridor line through Rhod€
lshnd l t  al la ined a speed ol  l68 mph. a
record speed for Nodh Amcrica for a
passcnger trajn or regular track /trsl
Tadny, Octohet l2 ia Dun Baft)

COAST STARLIGHT/TRUCK
6dlinas, Cdltfonia) - on lhursda,v.

November 4, Amifak's Coast Starlighl
de.ailed afier hiding a tractor-miler loaded
with pall€ts at a gradc crossing in Salinas.
Oniy minor injuries occuned with no
extensive equipment damage- AmonB the
slcepers was #33072, the Arkansas.

AMTRAK REVENUES StrT RECORI)

Amtrak rcvenues sel a rccord in fY99,
totalnlg $ l .8,1 bi l l ion. This \ras up 7 pcrcc t
from 1998. This means thal Antrak is on
course for operational sclf-sulficienc! bf
2003. Total  r idership in 1999 was
21,508.700. up 2 percent fronr the ycar
before. Amnak operates 22.000 miles ofrail
system, serving 500 communities in 45
sla\es.(An b ak pt e s s rc I e B e)

PUBI,IC EXCURSIONS IN ARKANSAS
A R K A N S A S  &  M  I S S O U R I

RAILROAD (800-687-8600) ' Ruos
vinhge passengcr cars using ALCO
loconrorives between Springdale and Van
Burcf, Arkansas and bclween Springdalc
and I\rdy. Missouri over fonner Frisco
lracks lhrough the beautilul Boston
Mounrains, going through tunnels and over
high tresrles. Wcb address:
hltpr/rflvw.arkansasmissouri-rr.com and
rheif cmail add.ess is: arkno(,!,ipa.net

WHITE RIVf,R SCENIC
RAILROAD (888-31r-6224) - Runs along
thc lamous Missouri Pacific Whiie River

line (now the Missouri and Northem
Arkansas) tkough the beautiftl Arkansas
Ozarks.
WebSiie:http:/lwww.trainfun.com email
them at: wrsr@southshore.com

EUREKA SPRINCS AND
NORTH ARKANSAS RAILWAY (5OI-
253-9623) in Eureka Springs, Arkansas runs
steam €xcursions along a two mile track
along rhe formerMissouri & Nonh Arkansas
Railroad right of way. It runs through
October 30 on Mondays througb Saturdays.

DURANGO, COLORADO - The Durango
& Silvenon continues to do very wellin the

excursion business between Durango and
Silvcrton, Colorado. Want to ride? Write
Durango & Silverton Narow Cauge
Railroad,479 Main Ave, Durango CO
81301 or call9'70-247 -2133. Trainsrun May
lhrough October. Cosi is 553 roundtrip pel
adult or $88 il you ride lhc parlor caf.

MEXICO- Copper Canyon Limited on the
Chihuahua Pacif ic Rai lway For
information and tickets, call Mexican-
American Railway, 800-659-7602 or 281-
872-0t90.

A RMNSAS kA ILROADER - Littk Rock ( hapkr NR HS
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MORE ON NO\'EMBER COVER PHOTO

TROOP MO\'EMENTS

by: .Iohn A. Mi11s

The photo ofMoPac 4-6-2 Pacific No.
6624 on the cover ofthe Novenber 1999
Arkohsas Railroader causes me to recall a
significant chapter ofrailroad history which took
place in Arkansas.

After World War II was underway a few
months, the US Government discovered it
needed additional railroad equipment for troop
movements. Most ovemight sleeping car routes
ofless than 200 miles were terminated for the
duration ofthe war. This freed up hundreds of
Pullman cars for toop transport. Also, the
railroads pulled offretirement and scrap lines
every piece ofrolling stock that "could turn a
wheel," made necessary repairs and placed them
into service. Lounge and Parlor car service was
greatly reduced. MoPac's beautiful Spanish
Lounge Observation cars became "auxiliary"
dining cars, operating next to the kitchen end of
regular dining cais.

It was either 1940 or 4l that Allied Railway Equipment Company ofChicago had been testing a "high
speed" huck for use under Express-Box cars. A series ofthese tests were run on the MoPac main double track
line between Little Rock and Bald Knob, Arkansas. No. 6624 was the assigned power for this train. A boxcar
with a special designed floor, which included glass covered spaces for viewing the trucks and the moving parts as
the train moved along at speeds in excess of90 mph, was tested.

My father, lead machinist ofthe North Little Rock rouldhouse at the time, would come home every night
and advise me how fast the test train had run that day. The trucks received the trade name "Allied Full Cushion"
and played a large roll in the war effort in tumed out. The govemment placed orders with car builders for 1,209
troop sleepers and 400 kitchen cars, most ofwhich were built by Amedcan Car Foundry at St. Charles, Missou
in 1942 and 1943. All these cars were glodfied boxcars with somewhat improved collision posts and the interiors
ofthe sleepers were equipped with t ple high bunks running cross-ways ofthe car with an isle down one side of
the cals. When operated in regular scheduled tains, the railroads always attempted to operate the cars at the rear
ofthe lrains to avoid regular passengers passing through these "cattle cars" as the troops refe(ed to them.
However, on occasion, to avoid switching in route, these cars would find themselves in the revenue portion ofthe
train. The cars would sleep fiirty (30) service persoDnel.

After the war, many of these cars became Express-Boxcars or "Maintenance of Way Sleeper" and in most
cases the "Allied Full Cushion' trucks were rcplaced with regular fieight car trucks as the original.'trpcks were
"rough riding" and expensive to maintain.

ARK4NSAS MILROADER - Little RockChapter NRHS
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SANTA'S DELIVERY SCHEDULE

I. There are approximately two billion children (persons
under l8) in the world. However. since Santa does not visit children
of Muslim, Hindu, Jewish or Buddhist religions, rhis reduccs the
workload for Chdstmas
night lo 15% ofthe total, or 378 million (according to the
Population Reference Bureau). At an average (census) rate of3.5
children per house hold, thal comes to 108 million homes,
presuming that there is at least one good child in each.

IL Santa has about 3l hours ofChristmas to work with,
thanks to the different time zones and the rotation ofthc earth.
assuming he tmvels east to west (which seems logical). This works
out to 967.7 visits per second. This is to say that for each Christian
household with a good child, Santa has around l/l000th ofa second
to park the sleigh, hop outjump down the chimney, fill the
stockings, distribute the remaining prcsents under the tree, eat

whatever snacks havc been lefi for him, get back up the chimney,jump into the sleigh and get on to the next
housc. Assuming that each ofthese 108 million stops is evenly dist buted around the earth (which, ofcourse, wc
know to be l'alsc, but will accept for the purposes ofour calculations), we are now talking about 0.78 miles per
houschold: a tolal trip of 75.5 million miles, not counting bathroom stops or breaks. This means Santa's sleigh is
moriDg at 650 miles per secold -- 3,000 times the speed of sound. For pu4loses of comparison, the fastest
man-made vehicle, the Ulysses space probe, moves at a poky 27.4 miles per second, and a convettio[al reindeer
can run (at bcst) 15 miles per hour.

lll. The payload ofthc sleigh adds another interesting elcment.
Assuming that each child gets nothing more than a medium sized Lego set
(lwo porulds), the sleigh is canying over 500 thousand tons, not counting
Sa|ta hinlsell'. On land, a convenlional reindeer can pull no more than 300
pounds. Liven granting that the "flying" reindeer could pull ten times the
norDdl arnount, thejob can't be done with eight or even nine ofthem --
Sa[ta would need 360,000 of them. This increases the payload, not
counling the weight ofthe sleigh, another 54,000 tons, or roughly seven
times thc weight ofthe Queen Elizabeth (the ship, not the moDarch).

lV. 600,000 tons traveling at 650 miles per second creates
cnormous air resistance :- this would heat up the reindeer in the same
f'ashjon as a spacecraft re-entering the earth's atmosphere, The lead pair of
reindccr would absorb 14.3 quintillionjoules ofenergy per second each. In
shorl, they would burst into flames almost instantaneously, exposing the
reindeer behind them and creating deafening sonic booms in their wake.
Thc entire reindeer team would be vaporized within 4.26 thousandths ofa second, or right abolrt the time Santa
reachcd lhe fifth house on his trip. Not that it matters, however, since Santa, as a result ofaccelerating from a
dead stop 650 m.p.s. in .001 seconds, would be subjected to centrif'rgal forces of 17,500 g's. A 250 pound Santa
(which seems ludicrously slim) would be pinned to the back ofthe sleigh by 4,315,015 pounds offorce, instantly
crushing his bones and organs and reducing him to a quivering blob ofpink goo.

V. Therefore. if Santa did exist. he's dead now.

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Little Rock ChaDter NRIIS



l l

THE OP "FIST'

by: cene HuI1

In thi] days when trains were operated under the control ofhain orders, there was a great deal of
pride and skill required by the train dispatch€r, telegraph operator, and the train-engine crews.
Many ofthe operators developed a special skill in penmanship. It was no! unusual for a dispatcher
to rcquirc an operator to prepare as many as eight copies ofan order.

'l'his was no simple task, when it is considered the orders were written on very fragile tissuc paper
wilh a sheet ofcarbon paper under each sheet, The order sheets often had a tendenc) to "creep,'
especially ifthe operator was rushed. The proper writing instrument was a pencil-like shaft with a
steel nib having a small round ball on the end.

An order was only as good as its legibility. Because ofpride in their work, many ofthe operators
practiced to improve thei ability to produce a written oder that was a thing of beaury as well as
ulililarian. The handwriting assumed a flowing rhyhm ofstyles, and became known as tban "op
fist," as easily .ecognizable as a signature.

ln August and September 1931, the RAILROAD MAN'S MAGAZINE conducted a nationwide
co[test to pelpetuate the art oftelegmphic penmanship among operators. The winner was Miss
Isabelle Lowry, a "brass pounder" for the Great Northem Railway at Armington, Montana. There
were many hundreds of entrants fiom the United States and Canada. Miss. Lowry's winning
cxample of rapid, flowing penmanship is included with this story. There also is an example ofthe
more ordinary tain order. The difference is obvious. This one \ras submitted by Edward
Chamberlain, a locomotive engineer on the St. Louis, lron Mountain & Southem between
Argenta and Poplar bluff. The division superintendent's initials are shownjust above
Chamberlain's signature. The date was 1888.

As railroading has "improved" we have lost a great deal. Trains are operated by "traffic lights"
and a radio, much skill has been lost, very littlejudgement is personally required, train orders and
accurate watches are gone. The train will arrive when it gets there. A deccnt "crummy" is a thing
of the past.

What a H- - L of a way to run a railroad. .&
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The I{ansas and. Cololad.o Pacific Rai}?ay Cor4)a4y

Iennini: Flon a ?oint 2,486 feet vest of U.P. crossiDg at Sali)3a (joining the
rails of The l:issoull Pacific Raibay Corpa$y in {ansas } to east liae
of Ness County (Joinirg the !ai1s of the D.iI.A A. Ry. - See No, 5), and
from H.B- connection vl.th rraln Line at HoisiDg.tou to ena of track at
Oieat 3end.

. Tbe roatl vas tuilt ty ihe issouri Pacific RaLlvay CoxotrErry alld opelated
rby tllat coEpally by virtue of stock ov'rnelship.

This co}ltrEny \i/as congolldlated 1?ith others formiDg lhe X.& C.!. Ry, Co..
Decenber 27, 1890, and JaruaiV 10, 1891.

!

This cordlEny !ra6 origlnally ihoo!?orated u!de! the ge:lefal raihoed. 1avr'6
of l(arsas as the 'rDenve!, l,lenphis ard. Atlantic Narrorr' Gauge Eaillrayr by articles
of associatioD fika in the offic€ of the Secretars of State of l(snsas. oo'colet
11, 1SS5. By ahond-Eents to the Charte!, fileal NoveEbe! 1?, 1.884, and lebruary

.2, February I andl Novemle! 26, 1886, th€ r€rp $ras claEgod. to t'!o!rer, ![€d!hls ard
AtLa[tic Raillva-y,r' Tr]rich constrtrcted the line fron oast Lirte of Ness Coirrity to
the tralsas-Colorado state Line (Itestela Division) and fro|! Cheto?a to lalned
vlth a lr€DcJr f!o!r CaDey, Kansag, to the l(3lsas-Indlau ierritory line (East€ra
.Dtvtsioal,. coq)letfug the valious aeotioDs on tho dateg sI16aD bel@:

F!o[1

We stertt. DIvisiolt

Dato
io Colllpletod. ltiles

Xast l,ine liless Co.
I{olace

t2+,72
13.80

of fhe !(.4 C. R.R. Co. l
of the P.& S.t,.  R.R.

. . .  4 !2 .59

Te$linir Fronr east l ine of $ess County ( joining the !ai1s
to Kansas-colora:o sta:e l ine (Joir ing the rai ls
co. -@dffi€!*l-

@

Horace
Staire ! ine

2-r4-A7 ,

8-10J7
8-10-87
5- r-€€

Ch€topa
Be l.1e Plaine
Seflan

(NeoLa
Jcedafvele'Stefford
'roauey S?ur Jct.

Xagtetn Division

Sedan
lleola'ceearYale

StafforA
Se1le P1a llr€
Lrrned
Stato t,i.re

fotat urre"gu of D..u. &



. II, ltlE KAXSAS A]b.COICNAXO PACSIC RAII!/AY CO}FII]Y

1. The Counc i l  Grovp. osage City and Ottava Rallway Coropany:

I Thls coi:.r_patly !?as incorporateal under the getlela1 lailroadl Lasrs of l{arsas
by{hrt icl.es oi association f i led in the off ice of tbe Secretary of State of l(ansas,
Jadlary 13, 1886. It constructeil the fine of road lrom Ottav/a Junction to .{.& ?.
cl.oss1ng at Council Grove, Ibnsas, conpletilg the yarious sections as follors:

Date
ItoID , 1o Cohlleted Miles

Ottava Vassa! 9-25-86
vassar osage city 9-27 -a6
osage City E1m Creek 10*25-86
Xlm Cleek Adnire City 10-31-86
Adnire City Council crove 1!tJO-86
To ta l  , . . . . . . . . . . .

20.47

10.00

22.47
69.55

M i  l e s

telnini, Fro.n a !o ilrt
the ralls of
crossfnB an

, .  S e e  N o .  2 ) .

Ihis conl1)aly was consolialateal with othets fomir€
Docentel 27, 1890, ard Janualy 10, 1891.

2,726 foet vest of.A.T.& s"F. crossing at ottava (joining
the St. l , .K.& A, Ry.) -.**S!*q to center of M.tr.& 1.

Council  clove (jot l jDg the rai ls of the T.S. & W. Ry. -

The lille rvas built by the Missouri lacific RailEay Cor paw arld operatea
by that ccrn?any by viltue of stocl< oryDelship.

fhe R. & C.P. Ry. Co.,

2. fgpel<a, Sal.ina and Vestern Raihoad. Corlpalrv:

' 
f this c6nrp61" vas incolporated unCer the gener€ f railroaal lavs of Kansas

by e4*1es of association f i led in the off ice of the Secretary of State of t{ansas,
Noverter 23, 1880. It cohstrucied the line of loaal fronr Council crove to the west
lin€i of Dickibson County, Kansas, corl1)l-eting same aE folloss;

Date
Froln ?o ConrleteA

9ourcil Grove Spur 10-16-85 0.48'9ounci l  
Grove Wilsey 10-16-85 1l- .91

{ i1sey Hope 11-16-85 22.AA

{opn !7est Line Dicklnsou co. 1- 2-86' 16.46
,1 . to tar  , . . . . . . . . .  . . , . . .5L75

l?enrini: From certer! of l , , t .K.& T. clossing at Council  Grove (jolning the rai ls of'" 
The C.G.o.C.& O. Ry,) to v/est l ine of Dickinson Courty ( joining the iai ls
of The llo.Pac. ny. ln traDs. - See No, 5), ancl floxr II.!. on Daih line at
Co]'lncil Crove to M.X.& I. llght of tlay Li!e.
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th€ traasas and Cololado Paciflc Latlnay corlpary

?he line lJas built by lbe lllgsouri lacific Railvay C@Iraw aDiI operated,
by that cotdpany by vbtus of stock Orlelsblr.

?his corpauy lras consoltdated *!,th others forr,ring The f.& C.P. fV,Co..
Decernber 27, 1890, aaa Jaarafy 10, 1891.

g. 4he lttssourt ?a6iftc Ralleay Cornparrv ilt l(alls:as

{his conpany vas lncorporated. urde! the general raiLroaat l'avs of tlsngad
by artlcles of associatioa filed 1r the offlce of the Secretaly Af State of
Kan6s6, Septenber 17, 1085. It oonstrlctedl line of roaC fror the regt line of
Dlcklnson County to Salina, comll6tin6 the Ear€ or the dates shorm below:

i leg
Date

twdst

, Chico
''{ota1

Fron ted

Lilre Dlckinaon Co. Chlco L- 2-86 6.00
Salila 5-C5-86 13.&

. . - _ . - . . , . - . .  L9 .42

l.!lles

lll€ttoluir ?!on Salil6-DlcJrlJtaotl oourty liae (joinir€.the !ai1s of tDo !.S.9 g.
. ny. ) to a ?oi!t 2,486 fest F6st of c€ater of Uniou lhclfic Sallvay' crosslr]g at SalitEr l(aDsag (jo1!1!g the rails of I'he f,.& C. B.n. Co. -
' -(s.c€DE)

; She line !.a6 troUt by fhe ,trlgsourl Paclfic nailvay Coq)auy anA Op6!at6d.
,ty that company by vlltue of itock oifielshl.tr).

this cor:peqy vas corEolidated vith others fonning ?he K,A C.P. Ry. CO.,
Decenbe! 27, 1890, and. Jaauar:y 10, 1891,

. 4. Ihe l(ansas apd Colorado Raiboad. Coilpany:

lhis coErpaay lras incorpolated urder the genela1 lailroaa lavs of &ansss
by alticles of association filed in the offtce of the Secretary of Sta-te of

' Nan3as, Janilaly 6, f885. Its line of roaa, frorn Sslina to east line of Ne€s
Cotrllty, vith a branch to Cleat BenC, Naasag, vas caq)leted as folloEe:

Date
Codpleted1o

Geaeseo
East l ine Ness Co.
Gleat 3ead,

10-25-86 44.40
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