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AUGUST PROGRAM —~ Not yet confirmed but if it all works out it will be a good one,
Definite information to be announced later in the newsletter,

JULY PICNIC - GOCD FELLOWSHIP - GCOD FOOD - LIGHT ATTENDANCE. (19 FECFLE)

Does our club actually want a picnic?? From the attendgnce at the last three or

four we have had it seems like we do not, For those of you who did not attend

our July plenic at Harry Coonley's Whistle Stop you missed good food, good fellow-
ship and perfect weather, Next year's officers might have something different in

mind rather than a picnic bute~if we do have another one it is your editor's sugges-
tion that firm reservations and payment in advance be made to cover, Prez Bill Bailey
went to a lot of work and time on this one and understand he came out short money wise,
which is certalnly not right, Much food was left over, Please give this some thought.

FORMER BUSINESS CAR LOCATED - Former Cotton Belt biz car"DIXIE" has now been found,
thanks to research by our good member Jim Bennett, Jim had a letter from a feverend
J. F. Harvill, Pastor of the Rison, Ark. Baptist Church, who advises it is located

on Lake Fhrling near Bradley, Ark, Bradley is located between Lewisville, Ark, and
Shreveport on Cotton Belt's Shreveport division, Rev, Harvill states that it his
understanding that the car is not in too good shape and needs repairs., The car was
purchased by a Mr. Howard Hindman who, at the time of purchase, was employed by the
International Paper Company at Pine Bluff. This sounds interesting and, if gasoline
is available??, some of us might want to maeke a trip down to Bradley one of these days
to look it over. It was certainly a fine car when in service on the Cotton Belt. It
was almost as fine as the FAIR LANE (ex DT&I-HENRY FCRD-COTTCN BELT)., As most of you
may know, FAIR LANE was donated to an indian museum at ¥shleQuah, Oklahoma where it
rests on a section of trackage and is maintained in good condition,

WELCOME TWQO NEW MEMBERSs We welcome into the membership of our c¢lub, Mike Condren
of Clarksville, Ark, and #illiam A, Dixon of Fort Smith, Ark, and trust that even

though both live considerable distance from Little Rock that they will be able to

attend our mestings. If all of our associate members could attend our attendance

would be gwelled considerably,

EL DORADO VISITED - On June 16th, in company with my beautiful wife on the occasion
of a wedding invitation in that city, had the pleasure of visiting former Rock Island
Dorm-Club-Diner, PIKES PEAK, which is owned by Rock Ieland employee and rail fan,
Bruce Nelson, This car is a stainless steel fluted side, built in 1939 by Budd and
rebuilt in 1947 by Rock Island and was taken out of gervice in 1967 where it had
been used on the Rocky Mountain Rocket. It was purchased by Nelson in 1973, is

80 ft. in length and has a seating capacity of 32 people. Thanks to Bruce for an
enjoyable visit, and all members of our club are invited to visit it. Just call

ruce in advance when you get in town, and he will be glad to show it to you,

If you love railroading end are interested in your club you will make a special
effort to try end attend regularly, Think about it,
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SOME INTERESTING INFCRMATICN FROM RAILFAN EXCHANGE

Froms The Coal Bucket = Newsletter of the Horseshoe Curve Chapter, Altoona, Pa,
Return of Steam? Perry M, Shoemaker, former president of the DL&W end CNJ, and
father of current D&H President Kent Shoemaker, says that in view of the uncertainty
and risging price of oil supplies, the U, 5 . should give thought to modernized steam
power for the nation's railroads., He cites technical improvements that have been
developed since our last steam locomotives were built in 1949, and says "a medern,
high pressure, coal burning condensing steam lccomotive would be less expensive

and more efficient than a comparable diecel, He says he is not calling for an
immediate return to steam, but that it is a proven alternative and approprizte
subject for research, E ditor's notes How true Mr, Shoemaker and why did we

even totally abandon steam in the first placge?

fimcracks: Some readers of the DOT Route System for Amtrek (as rromoted by Secy,
Brock Adams) are moved tc pure sarcasm, <4drian Herzog of the Univ. of W yoming .
suggests "Procktrak" as an alternative, This is a single route operating clock-
wise only from Bostcn through atlanta, New Orleans, Houston, Fhoeniz, A4lbuquerque,
Denver, Laramie, Ogden, LasVegas, Los Angeles; Oakland, Seattle, Cgden, § alt Lake
City, Denver, Kansae City, Dallas, St, Lcuis, Chicago, Cleveland, Buffalo and Boston,
®Brocktrak" features 12,085 miles of route serving ell major cities with only cze
train, eliminitinz all connecticn rroblems, =ach city is served twice = month by
the world's longest train = 457 amfect cars pulled by 150 locos. (ancther sulp
by e ed) With the current mess in Washington understand Adams may be one cf the
Carter cabinet members to resign, His successer possibly will not do any worce-
How could he?? Sarcasm will get you nowhere but doesn't it sound nice sometimel?

Catenary ir the Souths *“lectrified operation of two Cincinnati-Atlanta rail routes
is targeted for 1984 by the Tennessee Valley Authority. ¥“tudies have been completed
for the 480-mile routes cf the L&N and the Southern., The presidents cf the two roads
were reportedly to meéet with TVA in February. TV4 was to propose formation of a
management corporation to provide capital funds toward the 8100 million needed for
the landmark prcject, B8R and L&N would be charged a fee for use of the system.
Details were not final on providing necessary locomorives, etc. Nc muainline
electrification has been undertaken in this country since eompletion of the PRR
into Harrisburg in 1938. Four major lines have taken down the catenary; former
'irginian line; the N&W west of Bluefield; the GN in the Cascades, and the CHMSTP
in the Bitter R octs and Cascades, It was pointed out that the Southern donducted
electrirication studies, TVa Cfficials hope tc win approval of the plan and al-
though ¢onstruction would barely be underway at that time, it would make a central
theme for EXPO 82, an international energy fair to be staged by TVA in its hometown
of Knoxville, TN.

(End of quotes from The Coal Bucket)
From your Ed - Would the Milwaukee Road be in the poor shape it is now in if officials
of that road had lef't mp the catenary up on the western end of the line? It all came
down just as the energy crunch was getting under way. Doesn't make sense does it??

There is really nothing new on the local Amtrak scene except that our Inter-American
is still running deily and ticket sales are at abh all time high, The future of the
train is still very much in doubt. All we can do is to wait and see whet is handed
down froe the ®"Throne*" in Washingten.

Friends do you realize that old summertime is getting close to the end? Hate to see
it but its true., The old saying "Bo West Young Man® was made for those that want to
go west, or north, or east. A better motto, at least for us older guys is"™Stay in
the south young man, or oid man", Boy thats where I will remain, I don't want it
any c¢older than we had last winter which was bad enough. 4nd, I don't like that old
song much, "Altumn Leaves®. They will be falling soon enough., 'Nuf said, excuse

my reamblings.




GIASS RATIROAD INSTILATORS IN THE USA & CANADA BY: BILL B, BAILEY

ne applicatiem of pglass imsulaters and magnetie telsgravh to railway stirred the firast great
revolutiomn in despatching trains, and introduced an element of ovromptness and safety in their
operation of whieh the railread advocates had never dreamed, Among the real prizes in
coll=ctible railroad items is the glass imsulator with the railroad name on it made in this
period of time. The ones made prier to 1865 are rarities. These insulaters were in existence
oenly for a short time as new styles came in uee with railroad telegraph train erders and
new systems developmemt. Glass insulaters were first used in 1845 and have since been used
more than any ether material. Imsulaters were scld by glass makers in barrals packed in saw-
dust for shipmenmt. In most cases, insluators were a by-produet of the glass mamufacturing
business, A common telegraph type insulater sold fer #35 te $LO per thousand in 1907. For

a product sueh as insulators, the railreads took little interest in having the railresd name
placed on the insulater. As reliability was of utmost concern to railroads, there are some
axceptiona, In areas of the ceuntry railreads lsased cireuits needed from companies like
Western nimm Telegraph, Central Distriet and Printing Telegrarh Company, Montreal Telegraph
Company, Great Northwestern Telegranh Company, and Gramd Trumk and Paeifie Telegraph Cemnany
te name a few, By leasing, they would not have te maintain the lines, This was a most
difficvlt task in blizzards, ice stroms, summer flash floods, prairis fires, lightning,

and exmosure of nature elements that placad mtold hardshin sn both, Some railreads evned
and cperated limes as no other service was avii{lable, This was where part of the marking of
railread insulatore was anplied, As an owner's requiremant, a number of insulators wers

made at the Brookfield Insulatnr Plant on sneclal order baaring the parehasapls name rather
than the Breakfisld name, In revieswing thi- matter, varv few railroad names are foemd on glass
imsulators, as I only know of fifteean or possibly sivteen axisting at this time. But if
there are se faw, in fact, we can't forpet there 1s an old tie-in hetween pglase insvlaters
whether they are railread marked or nnt. In 1R62 at the driving of the Golden Svike ioining
the Cemtral Pacific and the Uminn Pacifiec, the enginsers of the #wa trains exehanged hottles
of chamnagne and a one word telegranhic message "DONE". It was flashed all over the country
telegraoh system over wires and glass insulators of all tyvpes, and insulators played their
part in helping to deliver messages and electrie current from that day which helped make this
country and railreads what they are today. On your next trip, have a mearching for any eye
catehing bits of beauty bacause they are disappearing from the railroads fast, We can now
ses the last of glass insulators im uss=,

I belileve these imsulators were made for rallroads , for whatever reason, in checlkimg all

the information I have at this time,

RAIIROAD MARKING DESCRIPTION OF USER
B& O Baltimere & Ohio Railread - usad im 1885
C.N.R. Canadian Northern Railway
C.P.R. Canadian Pacific Railway Company
C.P.R.R. Central Pacific Railread
H.R. Erie Railway
N.Y. & T.R.R. New York & Erie Railread (Note) feased te exist

was changed to %.,R.W. December 1861

E.R.R. Erie Railroad
E.D.R. Edmont.on Donnegan Railway
E.R.W, Fris Railway Western
T.C.R. Tranzcont inental Railway
H.B.R, Hudson Ray Railway - Canadian Natienal
P.R.R. Permsvlvannia Rajilread
PaAW, Pravidence 2 Worchester Railroard
Electrical Hailway Svstem Netroit Tieetric Works
U.P.R.R. Union Paeifie Railroad - "sed in 1R69
P.LW. { Note Below )* Pittshorp, Lishorn % “estern Rallroead

#] question whather this marked insuletor is railrnad hacause it was a PRR hranch line,
Why would a railroad have another smbossing for other divisien? It se~ms reas-nable that
they would stay with PRR embessimg, but I have an old telerram dated 1913 with a title
printed Pemn. Lines West of Pittsburg adding te the question in this matter.
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st THE MAIN LINE OIRCUIT.

The foregoing cut will illustrate two different stations

of o single Morse circuit, with main line and local bat-
teries, keys, relays, sounders and ground plates for the
return of the current in & grounded or earth circuit.
“R” represents a relay which has a double coiled electro
pagnet ; “A” is a small piece of iron celled the “armature”
of the relay, placed close to the end of the electro-magnet,
which is supported in its upright position by the lever
“T,”" which is securely attached, and which is pivoted at
it base. “S” represents the sounder; “T.B” the loca] bat-
tery. g j :

The wire from the earth at “E” leads to the main lin
battery “M. L. B,” thence to one of the posts or legs of the
key “K,” thence from the other post or leg of the key to
one of the main line binding posts of the relay- “R,”
 thence from the other main line binding post of the;ralay’
to the wire to the air, or main line wire, thence to the
relay, key, main line battery and the ground, whence-the
circuit is completed in the earth.
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INSULATOR PINS

Locuat Pin Duplex Pin Duplex Bracker Wood Bracket Steel Pin

i
i

it

r*"'-"""":a.i.

;
¥
)

A

The patented sharp trinmular corrugations or ril-
bing en cutside of e imsulator enomously decrease the
breakage,  Any wissile sirikiog nsnlitor will spemd s
foree im ahmitering the Lips ol vhe corrnpeniiong, lenving
thie brudy of {nsalator intael, This has Deen moot favor-
ably demonstrated,  Tesbilata upon reduest,

C. . R. Double Petticoat

|

#4 | Western Union Double Petticoat.

43 | Double Petticoat. . _.......,.............
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Wad to see good member and retired MOP engineer, fckles Hille, up and arcund
again after a series of operetions,

We miss Bob Yortch and his Scott & Bearskin Lake operations at Scctt, Bob now
Has two locos to start operations at Bureka Springs when and if that project
is completed. The third locc formerly at Scott went to the present Reader R,R,

at Reader, Ark,

In a future issue of the newsletter we hope to have an interesting article by .
Jim Bennett as well as an amaleur effort by ye ed on an interesting train the
Cotton Belt once had back in the depression days of bhe thirties,

We understand Cotton Belt depot at 2tuttgart is slated for destruction, Hope this

is not true as thie building is one of the finer reilroad depots left in the stats,
Not many of the old depots are now left in the state and its sure & shame to see them
ago, 48 I have said many times and will say it again--are we making progress in the
world? Are the old times and things better than the present?? ‘“Whet do you think?

decently received a report from the Frisco representative at Little Rock, (a friend
of your ed} that the Prisco-BN merger is almost & certainty and will take place
either the first of 1980 or sometime in middle of that year. Better be saving all
the frisco items you can find as 1t looks like that line will soon be ancther "fallen
Flag". If it happens Frisco will only be another division of the huge BN just like
Cotton Belt is now only another division of the S.P,

Its nice to sees that fine article in the August issue of TRAINS (second part will
run in the September issue) on the KCS, one of “rkansas! leading rail carriers,

and Prez Bill Bailey's favorite road., It is your editor's opinion that the KCS
along with the Cotton Belt have never quite been given their "due" by the national
magazine editors, This is your editor's opinion; you may not agree with it but

as long as I am the editor of this publication will continue to express my views

as I see it, Also, the state's short lines do not get much play and am sure you
willagree our short lines stand up with the best of them, The KCS had socme mallett
locos that were "out of this world" so to speak, ncthing like them in the state then
and now, For details about these mallets (if you are interested) see Bill Sailey,

With all the mergers in the wind what is going to happen to the Katy? Santa Fe has
been trying for years to get into St, L ouis; wonder if they are interested in the
Katy. The line has made somewhat of a comeback after some very, very poor ysars,
At cne time Katy was one of the nation'! s finest railroads, ®“emains to be geen

what will happen.
AUGUST PROGRAM

Cur August meeting will be held on Sunday the 12th starting at 2 PM at the
Missouri Pacific office building in North Little Rock, Jim Bennett one of our
new members will present the progrem, Jim lives in ®tuttgart and has one of the
finest railroad collections around. He will present a program cn rail logos 1in
addition to showing some slidesd This should make for an interesting afternocn
and trust we will have a good attendance, See all of you on the 12th,

LRI E LI LY LT 1
The Arkansas Railrcad Club is & non-profit organization, Regular meetings are held
the second Sunday of each month (except July and December), Vieitors always welcome
and refreshments usually available (coffee-cookies—cokes), Send all news items and
exchange newsletters to Zditor at 5007 Hawthorne Road, Little Rock, 4ark. 722 07.

A #*&dios Amigos®




