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Missouri & North Arkansas Engine #17 in Seligman, Missouri, date unkno wn. (From the cottection oJ Dave
Briggo



Volume XXXI I .  Number  4 Apr i l  2001

2OO1 OFFICERS/POSITIONS OF TIIE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLTJB

I&ESIDEM - John Hodkin, Jr., 506 Gordon St, N Little Rock AR 721 l7-4713 (501-945-2128)
VICE-PRESfDENT - Jiln Wakeficld, 116 Aubum Dr, Litde Rock AR 72205-2769 (501-664-0232)
'IREASURER - Walter B. Walker.8423 Linda Ln, Linlc Rock AR 72227-5983 (501-225-0A26)
!EcBEI BY - l-ammy Ilodkin.506 Gordon Sr., N I-ilile Rock AR ?2117-4713 (501-945-2128)
EDIIll& - Ken Zi€gcnbein, I 023 ClaycLrl Ci., N l-ittle Rock AR 72 I l6-1728 (50 I -758- l 340)
NRIIS |) IRFTCTOR - I)avid P. Hoge. l72l  Idlelv i ld.  N Liule Rock AR 721l6 (501-771,1025)
jlllqlQlj&ltlEll - Jdm c. Joucs. I l7 cot(onrvood, shetyood AR ?2120"401 I (501-835-3729)
TRIP AI)VBRTISING '  David I ' .  I toge, 3721 ldlewi ld,  N Li t l lc Rock AR 721 l6 (50'-771-1025)
!I!!!O&IAN - Gcne Hull. 1507 Ij wrshnrstoD Ave ,3l. N Liule Rock AR 721 l4 (s0l -945-738u/

Dj!\BL!! - To'rr Shook, r 7 l 6 Alberta Dr. Liurc Rock AR 72227-3902 (50 I ,22 5 -895 5)
BOARI) '02 -  Bi l l  Bai lcy. 8318 l teymcre I)r .  l , i t l le Rocl i  AR 72227-3944 (501-224-6828)
Dq\&L!f - Robin Tho as. 1 0980 l{ivefcrcsl I)|1,26, t.itilc Rock AIt 72212-l412
BOARI) '04 '  Ron EsscnnaD. 326 Esscnnan t .r ,  Dovcr Alt  72837-7754 (501-331-2010)
Bq\BLjl - I -conard .l hal'nuellcr, 2 I llnnovcr Dr. Liulc Rock A l( 72209,2 I 5 9 (50I -562-s23 I )

'I }c AIIKANSAS llAlI,ROAD CLUB is n non-pn'fit organiz:rtion of railfoad nnd trrin cnllusinsts tlrnl wns formcd in 1969.
W0 rro $ho the Littlc Rock Chaplcr ofthc National Railway Historic:ll Sociely. Wc mccl on thc sccond Sundays ofmosl mon(hs
,lt 2 p.t||. Anyooc inlcrcstcd in trnins is wclcomcl

Duos 10 join llte ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUA arc currcntly $20 a ycar, which includcs lh€ monrhly Atkansas Rail.oodet
newslellcr. lfyou'd likc lo join lhc NRHS lhrough our club (lhus bcing a mcmlrcr oflhc Lillle Rock Chaptcr NRHS snd
nalional NltllS), you must pry $17 a ycar morc, brirging thc total to $37 a ycar for both. Ducs arc always paynblc on.Ianuary
l"'ofeach yc8r, brt you mry pry at rny timc (mcmbership will crlcnd (hrough the following year).

To join or rcn€rv, send tour namc, rddrcss rnd phonc numbcr plus ducs 10 thc ARK NSAS RAILROAD CLUB, PO llOX
915l. NORTII LITTLD I.OCK AR ?2119. Cnll 501-758-1340 for infornalion. 'thc n€wsletter edilorrs emril addrcss is:
trainsalrainw€ather.com Thc Arkansas Railroadcr is pul on lhe Web nonl}ly, rnd that 6ddrcss is:
http://w*w.trainweather.com

'l 
he Dext meeting ofthc Arkansas Railroad Club will be Sunday,AglLEglzlg. at our usual location, Pulaski Ilciglrts

I,rcsbyterian Church, 4401 Woodlawn Drive, Little Rock. Thc program will bc givcn by FRED |[,LDRS on
clectric/lraction/streetcars. Thc public is invited. Mike Condren will havc a program in May, and John Jones will have a

Drogram in the futurc. In June, we \vill again go to Ron Esserman's Waldcn Too Railroad, close to Dover, Arkansas
off I-40 near Russellville. Kcep these dates opcn.

NRHS NATIONAL CONVtrNTION - As you know, the annual convention olthc NRHS will be held in St Louis Junc
18-2,1. 2001. l{egistration is $25. Send check to 51 Louis Chaptd NRHS, 2129 Banctt Staiion Rd, PMB 271, St Louis MO
6l l3 l- 1638. 'f'heir websitc, as taken from thc February 2001 Gateway Railletter ot the St. Louis Chapter, is
http://wwwstlouisnrhs.ore

APPLICATION FORMS will now always be included in thc Railroadet. I'll 1ry to place them on a page where you can
cul them out without destroying an)'thing else.

HELP WANTED to d€llver extra Railroaders to local hobby shops to give out. Let me know ifyou can do this and l'll gel
you some copies.

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Little Rock Chapter NRHS
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MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 11 MEETING

The meeting was called to order by President Jobn Hodgkin at 2:00 p.m.. He welcomed everyone. we had one guest, Brain Smith.
Walter Walker Gave a treasurer report the club. Peter Smykla reported that NRHS wanted 8 I 9 to come to the NRHS convention in Si
Louis. Gene Hull gave a report on Naomi said she was doing as well as can b€ expected. He got to bring her home for two days lasi
week. Sylvia Smykla reported or her sulg€ry she had one ofher kialney's removed. But she doing very well. Randy Tardy r€ported on
Jack Schnedler' He had lung surgery but is doing well. Jobn Jones reported on U.S. Postal Sei,/ice using his picttltes or some oftheir
brochures Jim Wakefi€ld ask for programs. The plogram for March will be by Bart Jennings. Then today's progarn was given by Ron
Essetmat\. tan nv Ho dLin)

The following is for those who want to find certain railroad-related items, infomation, or want to sell or trade
such items with other railfans. We reserve the ght to refuse listings ifdeemed inappropriate. The Arkansas
Raihoad Club is not responsible for misleading ads.

None this month.

Tojoin/renew membership in the Arkansas Railroad Club (Little Rock Chapter National Railway Historicdl Society),
fill out the form below. Andual dues are $20 for local dues (plus $17 for the national NRHS dues ifyou want to join
the NRHS through our chapter, total of$37).

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZTP

PHONE

Send ch€ck, made out to the Arkansas Railroad CIub, PO Box 9151, North Little Rock AR 72119. Call 501-758-
1340 for more irformation or visit us on the web at http://w1r'w.hainweather.com axld, click on Arkansas Railroader.
OuI email is qa!!gAts4iq!94b9!.q@

EMAIL

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Little Rock Chaptet NR]{S
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The address ofthe Surface Transportation Board isi Office ofthe Secretary, Case Conhol Unit, 1925 K Sheet, Washington
DC 20423. The STB phone number for abandonnent procedures (Ofrfice ofPublic Seflices) is:202-565-1592.Ifyou
contact ihem, it would be handy to use the Docket Numbers. Their Web address is: htQ://wwwstb.dot.gov ifyou'd like the
complerc
listings.

These abandonment proposals have been printed in the Federal Register or have come dircctly ftom the Sudace
Transportation Board. They will go in effect unless one ofthe following occurs: l) an offer of financial assistance is
received; 2) a request for public use ofthe land is received (for instance, rails-to-trails); 3) petitions to reopen the case is
filed. Railroads, before they can file these "notices ofexemption under CFR I152 Subpart F," must certify that l) no local
tramc has moved over the line for at least 2 years; 2) any overhead traffic can be routed over other lines; 3) no formal
complaint filed by a user is pending and; 4) environmental r€ports, historic reports, transmittal lettef, newspaper
publication, and notice to gov€mmental agencies have b€en met. Even though approval is grafied for the railroads to
abandon, it may be months or years before track is actually taken up.

NEBRASKA - UNION PACIFIC - To abandon the Hansen Industrial Lead fiom m.p. 1.0 near Hastings to the end of the
linc at m.p. 7.50 at Hansen, Nebraska, a distance of6.50 miles. Final decision by May 21, 2001. (STB Docket No.
AB-33, Sub No. 166X, decided February 7, served February 20, 2001)

LOUISIANA - UNION PACIFIC - To abandon a 0.47 mile line ofrailroad over the Good Roads Lead from m.p. 8.21 to
m.p. 8.68 in Shreveport, Louisiana. Effective March 22, 2001. (STB Docket No. AB-33, Sub No. 165X, decided
February 8, served February 20,2001\

MICHICAN - GRAND TRUNK WESTERN - To abandon the North Pontiac Spw fiom m.p. 2.39 to m.p.2.49138.46 aL
Belt Junction on the Pofltiac Belt Line; fiom m,p. 2.49138.46 at Belt Junction to the end ofthe line at m.p. 37.7
ne6r Joslyn Avenue on the Romeo Subdivision; and ftom m.p. 2.75 at Belt Junction to the end of track at m.p. 1.25
near Montcalm Street on the Cass City Subdivision, a total distance of2.36 miles, Final Decision May 29, 2001.
(STB Docket No. AB-31, Sub No. 37X, decided February 14, served February 28, 2001)

TEXAS - UNION PACIFIC - To abandon a 1.2 mile line b€tween m.p. 21.80 add m.p. 23.0 in the city of New Boston,
Texas. Effective April 13, 2001. (STB Docket No. AB-33, Sub No. 159X, decided March 5, served March 14,
2001)

t .
ol

Iol:J
t,u
,

cl
o
or

ARKANSAS RAILROADER - Little Rock Chapter NRHS



Volurne XXXI I .  Number  4-  Apr j l  2001

LOST LOCOMOTIVE
OUCIyD&R o\aners and operators Tim Robbins and Gerald Hook want to know where their GMD- I # 1 I 5 | is located. It

is somewhere on the UP system and was supposed to be in North Little Rock on Fobruary 20'b. Ifyou see it, take its picture
and call Gerald Flook at the D&R railroad in Russellville at 800-530-7526 or 501-968-6455.

WEAK BOTTOM LINE
Tfie frst quaner of 2001 has been the

railroad's worst finarcial showinss since
d€r€gulation in 1980, according 1o the
January 26, 2001 Joumal of Connerce.
One problem railroads have is that all the
olher modes of transporta(ion havc public
tunding for their irfiastructure. Even if
bargesandtruckers paidtheirfu lly allocated
user charges. which thcy don'l. they only
pay when they use thc facilities. They have
little lix€dcost, solheycan charge less lhan
railroads many times. Railroad leaders are
now b€Sinning to look for some belp from
the govemmenl and arc close lo beinS ready
to seek public investment in the rail
infrasttcrve. (Joumal of C onne rce )

COMMUTER LINtrS HAVf, Rf,CORD
M€ro-North commuter railroad of New

York registered a rccord year in 2000,
canying more than 70 nillion 'iders and
expecting a35 percenl growth over lhe next
five years. Rid€rship in Chi€ago saw 8l.8
million passenger trips in 2000, up 2.9
percent ftom 1999. Rivership on Dallas
Area Rapid Transit rose 3.Spercent in 2000.
(An Intemet report said that DART ridership
was 904.7 million passeng€r trips, which
would m€an about 4 times the U.S.

population came to Dallas and rode the light
rail last year - the lines must have stetched
to Greeoville!). Public transpoflation
r;dership nationwide rose l5 percenl since
1996, up (o 9.1 billion in 1999. That's
double the 7.8 incrcasc in aulonrobile miles
driven. Lighl rail is now in tbe cities of
Denver, Dallas, 51 l-ouis, Portland, Los
Angeles, Edmonlon, Calgary, Sah Lak€
City, San Jose, San Diego, Buffalo,
Baltimore, and parts ofNewJercey. Plans to
build light rail ar€ underway in Phoenix,
Memphis, Minncapolis, Little Rock,
Charlotte and Vancouver. Houston broke
ground on March 13,2001 on its'first lighl
rail syslem, connecting downtown with
Hermann Park.

STEAM TRAIN ASSOCIATION NEEDS
Hf,LP

(Austin, fexas) - The Austin St€am Train
Association necds $32,000 to pay it's
insurance and operations cost. The group
runs the Hill Country Flyer oul ofAusrin.
Operators of the line aren't sure th€y can
keep running th€ popular trains unless they
can get needed funding, since passengers
only cover about 80 percent of the line's

RESTORATION CRANT
(Scousboro, Alahana) - The city of

Scotlsboro, Alabanu will receivca $50.000
federal grant (o help complete rcstoration of
it's historic Southem railroad depot. Ttese
funds are coming liom the Surface
Transpor(atior Efiiciency Act (ISTEA).
0lun$rille Tine,\, ltebrualy 26, 20Al)

GUARANTEtrD INTERMODAL
BNSF has added four new lanes to ls

guaranteed on-time int€rmodal service
program. They are Memphis/San
B e r n a r d i n o ,  C h i c a g o / D e n v e r ,  S l .
Paul/Ponland and Sr. Paul/Sea(le. BNSF
has 6 other guaranleed lanes, mostly oui of
Chicago to the w€st. BNSF offers a 100
percenl r€fund for shippcrs in these lanes if
the shippers purcbasc thc guaranlced service
for an €xtra prcmium.

FINAL RUNS?
(Hugo, Okl hona) - Due to money

shortages, ihcrc may be no more runs ofthe
llugo Heritage cars out offlugo, Oklahoma.
The excursions were run by th€ Choctaw
County Historical Society. Il was started in
1988 with backing Fom the Kiarnichi
Railroad.

CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR DERAILS
Just before midnight Saturday, March I 7,

Arj,ldak's Cali/ol ia zepbr derailed in a
rural pan oflowa, near Coming One person
was kll€d, and 90 injured. AII 15 cars
derail€d. Thedefailment o€cuned two miles
Fom the nearest road, so rescue took hours.
I 95 passengers and I 3 crew were on board.

This line is heavily used by coal and olher
trains. (Yia Daryl Stout)

A M T R A K ' S  R E  F R I G  f , R A T f , D
BUSINESS
Amtrak is plaming on hauling refrigerated

cam to its trains soon, to add €ven more
revenue. They will oblain 109 overhauled

reliigerated boxcars lor the job. Ebenozer
Railcar Serviccs will do the work in an old
Pennsylvania Raiiroad steam locomotive
repair facility that was built in 1918.
Temperanfes inside the r€furbished cars can
run from minus 20 to plus 86 degrees,
depending on what they cfiry. The
temperaturc will be controlled remotely

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Liule Rock Chopter NRHS
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ftom a customer service center hundr€ds ol
niles away. BNSF and UP are adding and
.efurbishing hurdreds more refiigerated cars
' il seens this €xpress business will be
pickingup.

CRNSCENT STAR DELAYED
Amtrak's proniscd Crescent Star Aom

Volume XXXI I ,  Number  4 Apr i l  2001

Meridian, Mississippi to Dallas has been
delayed until the fall, so KCS can continue
upgmdes to signals and track (B minghan

A BOY'S JOYFT'L RIDE
Four-y€ar-old Charlie Beck was all smiles

as he boarded Amtral's Te.vdr 619l€ in
Austin, Texas,headingforTemple. tleloves
trains. Charlie was diagnosed with cancer a
year ago and rhis trip was donat€d by
Amtrak through the Make-A-Wish
Foundation.

PINE BLUFF, ARXANSAS - April 7,
2001 - Annual Raihoadiana showand Salc,
9 a.nr. to 4 p.m., sponsored by the Cotton
Beh Rail Historical Society, 870-535-8819.
l'rocccds go to the Arkansas Raihoad
Muscum. Working layouts. Admission:
X;2.00. See SSW #819 and #136.

COUNCIL ALUFFS, IOWA - Jltne 10,

2001 - Union Pa€ific slearn locomotive No.
3985 will pull an cxcursion train iiom
Council BlufTs, lowa to Sergeant B IutT, Iowa
and retum. Conlact thc Cancrail Chrb,
"Sioux City & I'acilic Excursion," 6307
Seward Sl,  Onaba NE 68104-4?61.

URBANA,ILLINOIS - July 7,2001- lhe
lllinois Ccntral Historical Socioty will havc

its 20s annual Railroadiana and Model
Railroad Show iiom 910 4 p.m. at lhc
Hol iday Inn;n Urbana, l l l inois.  Dealer
tablcs ar€ $25 each. Dealers should €ontacl
'Icrry McMahon, 865 G€n Georgc Pallon
Rd, Nashville TN 3'7221, 615-646-4646
evenings. 'Ihe annual mecting will bc held
July 5"'lhrough 8"'with thc show oD.luly 7.

ARKANSAS RAILROADER' Little Rock Chapter NRHS
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MISSOURI PAcIFIC LINES - A CORPORATE HISTORY - Part 21 (Gene Hull)

Pulchrscd tlnoB

Dodudl tons

W8 ld l s  l r onch ,  cbcna lohcd l  Jcnuary  25 ,  1896  . . . . . . . . . . . . , . , . . . . . . . .  1 .25  m i .
Cool Hll l  3ranch, graalc rovision, Fclruary 1, 1904 ... . . . . . . . ,  I .59 n
tlah l , lnc, graalc lcvislon, July 1r 1904 ... .  1.14 , '  3.76

l r l l oago  Eo ld  to  S t . l . I . L t .&  S .  &y .Co .  . . , .  .  , .  , . .  .  . .  .  . . .  . .  166 .Ss

-, .  - lY St. l . I .U.& S, Ry,Co.r Soo Cllapto! V., ' ,Othor Miloogc Changos., '
nc! cddlt lon .16

.Prcscnt lcngth .. . . .  L66.51

IcttiuL! !!ori !I,3" on nraih linc at Folt Stnith closslng, Algcnta, Arkohscs. to
St.I.  & S.tr ' .  croesing at von Buron (L5?.9L ni1o6); fron H.B. conncction
\7ith St.L. & S.F. R.R. 'loar 6outh onal of AllronBas Rivcr Brldgs (Van
3u!cD) to H,3, conncction irith Ft.Sfirtth (Groomi|ood.) Blanch in front of
Ft.Srntth paoscngor d.cpot (5.€9 mllo€l; frob I{.!. oonnoction yrith tlaltr
liao ot Van Burob to H.B, Frlsco cotrloction 29 foot north of thoh
orosstDg (0"11 nUo); fr@ h.D. cormoctlon at Oulta Jct. to cld of
tlock at Oulta coaL nito. (0.42 EiIc); floE E.B. .codnoction vtth DiilD
llnc O.11 Dilo south of cortor of dopot st Coal Hilt to a point 4.lo
nilos thcrofron on Coal 8111 DrqJrch (4.18 bilcsl, totol miloago 166.51

tatTod for pr::poscs af lttlgatiou.

{t. St.Louls yatlcy nstlvay:

this corq)aby wos ircolporatodl undo! thc gcDoral lalllooal 1av6 of Illinois
!{\a*tclos of incolporatio! fllcd iD the offico of tho Spclctary of Statb, l[.trch
25,'190L, i?hlch authorlzodt thc oo!trlarly to construct a lsil.road fron a poiui 1n or
trcar Ea,st St. l ,ouis, I l l inois, to o ?oint ln o! nec! Cailo. I l .Li lois. vlth such
6purs or brsnchcs os tnlght bc dlcclocd ncccssory by scid corporatior. On Novorlbcr
20, 79021thls conpaay tr)Irlotascd tho propoltJ'atra flanchiB;s of thc

(a) Ecst and Wcst Illiuots lql]lgJr vhicb vas incolpolatcal undlc! thc
gcncral ra .i6id 1fis- of rfTii6li'ty-iEic'jos of incorporation fiLoal in tho officc
of thc Sccrctory of Stato, lrarch 12, 1902r,911.}t onpowcrcd. thc colq)any to oonsttruct
o-rci1!.ocd froin sonc point ncar the clty 6f Mt. Cclrtre1, thoncc in o .lvcstcrly
dliroctlon to s point or1 thc. L{ls61sslppl Rivc! ncq,;r Thoics.

0n liay 26, 1903, thc St.Louis Valloy Rallvay acquircd!, by purcllcsc, tha
pro?crty and. ftenchiscs of tho

(b) St.l,outs Va11cy flansfcr Bei\7ay, vhich vcs tncorporcted undlcr thc
€pncral rlllroad levs of Illinois !y atitclos of lnoorporatlon fil.cd ia tho offj.cc
of thc Sccletary of Stato, DoocEbo! 31, 1902, aud \rhloh authollzcd the bonstfuc- 

--

tlol' of o rollload fron a point nca! tho lDtorgootion of tho Watorloo oDd gast
F"9F"-*t firlaplkc road vlth thc St.louls Vallqy Rauvcy in a rvostcrly dilootion
to $}lo Ul8ol6slppi Rlvcr, alao o brarlch logl.!nL!6 on Lot 2g of hatrLc du pont
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Co)rmobs andl running in a northolIy alircction to s loint Iroar DEpo r l11lnoL6, 0n
tho St.Louls Valfoy Railtray.

0u Moy 26, 1903r tho ploltorty o!!d flanchi.sos of tho St.toui€ Vallcy
Sauvay, lncludirg thosc acqulloA by that corpany f!o! tho East !,!d wost ILliuols
Bcllsay end. tho St.louis Val1ey Tlansfcr Railway, recrc t'l]rch,ascd by tho St.Louis.
Iron l[oultaln aDd Southcrn Ballway Conpany, anal tho organizatlons of thoso co@pa-.
Dlcs rlclc no longc! Ealntclnodl alldl ccascdl to cxlst. Thc noncy lavolvcd in tho
pulobasc of thcsc Linos and thc{! coltstnrction andl colnplction vs6 obtaired ftola
tho prococtls of tho sale'of Rtvor and culf Dlvislons I'lrst ltortgaBc Borlls.

?hc llnos oon6tmotod., vlth d2'tcs of oonpLotion and tcrlDlDl,, foLlqfl!

St.Louls Yallcy natlvayt Flcdr south !19h1, of \'r'ay lino of I.C. R.R. st yalloy
Jurxctlod to ooiicot!.on Elth Soqthcr'l Illinois anal trrtissouri Bridgc Colrpsny track
at North rturotlon (1.95 ll11106 nolth of cast ebutncDt of Thobos 3!id€c lt U9.26
htlosi ft'oll E.B. cohnoction Flth brLd€c trcck at thcbcs Jot. to cnd of tracir
south 0f J.lr. dcpot at lhobcd (bclafl), 1.31 rnilosi andl froD fi.B. C.&E,I. corx-
ncotlltg tlookr 0.44 btlo no!.th Of I.U- dopot at lhcbo6, to comcotioD nlth
C.& E.f. naln l lnor 0.15 bl lo; total, 120.?0, corelctcd Novclrbo! 1, 196.^-'.t u *-'*E - cr + f

East and It'ost .I1liaol8 Railpsy!

F!@ II.B. cor&octlon vlth Bln Ltno at Colhal! to FlarhltD-ryll1latnsoa
Courty Llao, 26.00 hitcg, oolqrlotoit soptolrbc! 1. 190S t f!@ that pofat Xo I.C.
crosatltB at Zolglcr, 5.19 !!llos, c@pLctcd Fgbrualf 1, 1904! a totol of 31.19
ntloe (h6sont leDgth 51.52 nllod, accoubt 0.13 btlo ad.iiod. in 1910 - Soo Chaptot
trVtr r r|otho! Ul1oo€6 ChaDgos.i l.
@

St.l ,0!16 Vallev 1ransfc! Rv.:

Froh onal o? trdck on lncllirc at Eost Ivoryr Illinois. to Il.B. co)xncotion
vlth maln lino at Drpo Junctlou. 9.6? rnllost cnat from H.3, cormoction at l rlcan
to H.B. south cobncctlon ln Dupo Ysrd., 2.35 nilos; s, total of 6.02 nilosr cdrl1)lotcd
Jurc 1i 1904.

- ScL! ed 6*--Tq!'- 6 -^t -d\i!.rgq*r::+{Ets+rt-

l o ta l  m i l cags  S t . l ou i s  Yc11cy  Re i l i ?ey  . , . . . . . . . .  . . . . , . . .  15? .91

Aftor thc ccquisition ard. c@Dlction of thosc llncs by tho St.!.I.U, & S.
!y.Co. th4t cotq!1ny prococdcd to bqild a scoonat nElllr tlack frolr Valley ,tulction
to North Jructlon, as plovitlctl for ir thc "Rlec! a!!t &rlf'IJoltga€c, aDd tbls
volk va6 corrl)lotcd ilt Ju1y. 1910, 80.06 nllo6 havtDe bcon btiLt, lrhloh ts al1
tlr.t ls contcEplatcd at tho proEcnt tl@.

9, UcEDhlB. Helcll. attd loui6lala -BoII.aav C,on|!a$v,

IDcorpolated u|rd.cr tho gc!o!a] rel]load l-av€ of Arkansas by alticLcs of
essoclatlon fUcd tlr the offLco of tho Soclota,rJr of St4to, Uovorobo! ?r 1901.
[hc oortrItrrly va,E ol8arll.zoil aoil rtocJr qrnod. by tho 6t.!.I.[.& S. ay.Co., and thrt
oetra4y lulaDascd thc property ood fraaohisc6 by dcod datod i"Irll 80r 196, ord
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aoltlflodte of salo fllod. 1u thc offlcc of ths SocletarT ot 9ta!o of Altranaras.
{ay 5. 1903. Tho rDoney involvcd in tho ],lrfchaBo of this llno anil it6 coDstmctioa
Was lrovLiloal fo! by tho solc of Rlvcr a]ld cu1f Divlsions, Flrst ortgagc Boids.
Tho dotes of'cordllotloa of the various lartB follor!

Iralloy ad..-!a. statc llno ?-1-og 58.ls
Mcochoo wstsotr 9_l_04 zo.B4
Watsou trew Latotr! 3-1-06 60.64
M&tlatIla t{qrlbutt 2-1-19 42.90
to ta t  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  . , , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i 62 :EB

lclEd.nlr trlroh II.3. ooryrootlon elth C.n.I.& !. Ry. at lturtburt, ArlraJrsas, to
H.B. oonDcotlon yalth Hclena Sranoh 0.90 r!11o north of oonter of dopot
at lrallatrrra, 42.90 Dtlcsi flom H.B. corDoctiolt vrlth Eolona Dlanoh ct
Ncr, IJatoq!, A!}idlsas, to L,R,U.n.& T. ltght of vay lino O.Z2 !oi1c
ltorth of ocDto! of dopot at Ucochcc. 81.40 Elloat stld. froD f,.!. co!-
[cotloD vl,th @ln l1ao at Hal].oyr .0"d(allgas. to A ia.lsasrloulsl3na stato
l lEo. 38.15 Dllost a total of 162.55

Aftor tbo
tho or8allzatlon

sslo of lts proporty
of thl6 cohpalty ivrs no

aJrd. flalohi€cE to tho St.!.I.U.& S. Ry.Co.
loDgor E1atatlrod. alrd coaEod to oxlst.

- Irroorpor.tod lrrrdor tho gQaoral r'alllodd law of Loulslsua by &ttlclos of
iDcorporation fllod lrl tbo offtco of tho Clerk of tho Sjxtb Dlstrtct Court of tho
Pa!18h of Ouaahita, Stdto of louts iaDa, Dccehbor 14r 19ol. Tho conpaDJr vss
orgarlzod a!d. lts capl.tal 6tock ol-/nedl by the St.!.I.t{.& S. Ry.Co. I vhtc}r lDloh.ssod.
tho p!opo!1y ayd. ffa$ohlsos by doca d.tod ApilX gO. 196r aBd fltoil tn the offico
of tho Soorotary of Stato of A!l(8Dse6, Uay 5, 19OJ. Ihe nonoy l[rolvcd in thc puroh-
aao of thc 11no dnd ltr conBtmctlon tas provldod. for by tho 6010 of Blvcr and Gulf
Dlvlsiors First lrortgagc 3onds. fhc llno vas complotcd from Atkan6ss-louisian:]-rino to Lokc Provialcnco r July I, 1905, L6.25 hi1o6, and to Clalrtot Jutctio! |
Doccnbo !  1 ,  1905 ,  86 .26  td l l os i  a  t o taL  D i l cage  o f  . . . . . . , , . . . . . , . , . . . . . . . .  1O2 .SL

lortulllr Fror! a Juuctlon ulth thc lalls of thc M.H. & L. Ry.Co. ou lrt€Dsas-
]loulolala stato Line to H.3. cor1ncction wtth N.O.& N.W. R.R. Co. main
l1na at Clajrton Junctlon.

@

._ Aftcr tho salo of it6 pr.oporty 6DaL franchisos to thc St.!.I.!r. & S. Ry.Co.
tho organizatlolt of th16 cotlpalry vas no lot€o! EatntatnoA olit coagoal to oxist.

Dato
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TOP - Second 18 Engine 807 pulling an oil ttain in l(orld lyar II reor-
ended No. 66, a northbound local freight who wds switching at Whitaker,
south ofStephehs, A*ansas about 1942. BOTTOM - As above. Second 18
was one of 4 daily solid oil trains during Wotld War II. I climbed to the
top of this v)rcck and took pictwes. The air was saturaled with gas fumes
andjust one spdtk could have ignited an inferno. Imagike the dangerous
job for the wrecking creu (P. B. Wool&idge photos)

Arkansas RaiTzoadez
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REMEMBERINC ALTHEIMER

by: p. B. Itoo]-dridge

Novcmbcr 4, 1938 was a day l'll long remember. I worked 12 hours that day, and have
the timeslip to confirm it.

I was on lirst trick at Altheimer, Arkansas, in cotton country, back when cotton was kil1g.
The regular agent, lr. S. Goodgame, was irr charge ofcotton loading and billing, and he had his
hands full. I had to handle Westem Unions, train orders, express and mail and tickets, and
numerous station rcports. We had a two wheeled cart, which I called a banana cart, to handle
U.S. Mail. I'd run a hundred yards with it to the post Oflice, deliver mail to the passenger rrains.
and push it back to the Post Office with incoming mail.

That morning, in the midst ofall this pandemonium, Supt. C. B. pellicrew snowco Lrp.
Now Mr. Pctticrew was known as "The OId Man," and was quite a volatile charactcr. I.d been
warned down at Lcwisvil le prcviorLsly that ifyou saw him coming down the station platlofm \\. ith
his hat on sidcways, and pulled down ovcr his eurs, to duck behind the dcpot, and avoid him at all
cost.

I was rushing back alld foflh in the dcpot, and a protruding bolt on thc pot_bellied stovc
caught onc pockct in rny panls and ripped them, all down one side. Later Mr. petticrcw had
placed his hand on my shoulder and said: "YouDg n1an, we,re proud to have you in our
organization." and I lclt cncouraged. Later, howcvcr, when I was out oflhe ol'llcc. hc lurnetl to
Mr. Goodgamc and asked: "ls that kid worlh a damn?"

Later that allcrnoon I watched No. 18, a frcight train, roar past. About I0 minules later
thc local phonc rang. It was the Caretaker at Wabbaseka, Arkansas, 6 miles north. He shoutcd
into the phone that No. l8 had derailed at Wabbaseka, and the train was on firc. I learned later
that 15 tank oars burncd.

I imrnedialely notilied the Dispatcher at Pine bluff, W. W. Cook, who instructed me to
bring No. 50, thc North littlc Rock local, up the main track, to proceed to Wabbaseka and pull thc
rear end 01' No. l8 back liom the fire.

I ran as fast as I could for aimosl a Dile, down to England Junctiotl and llagged No. 50. I
explained to tlre conductor and engineer that No. l8 as on fire at Wabbaseka and that they werc
being divened from thc Little Rock Sub-Division to the Jonesboro Sub-Division ro oroceeo to
Wabbaseka. No. 50 cut offhis engine, and we raced to the depot. I had sat on the sand box on thc
lionl ofthe tender, and got oil on the seat ofmy pants. Ijumped offat the depot and copied a
hunied train order, a running ordet for Engine 252 to run to Wabbaseka.

I look at that order today, Ordef No. 39 (on the next page) and smile at the rhird grade
penmanship. By way ofpartial explanatiol I had 1o make l3 copies, writing with a steel sty]us.
That meant that I was writing through 14 thicknesses ofthin tissue paper, plus 7 double-faced
black carbons, requiring pressure. All the time I was wishiIrg we could forgo thc operating
procedures, andjust verbally instruct the conductor to highball to Wabbaseka, as precious timc
was wasting!! But that's not the way you did it on a main line railroad.

Back in 1938 every day on the railroad was different. You learned to expect the
unexpected, and tried to be prepated for it. Those with regularjobs worked 365 days a year, long
before the term "burn out" was ever invented, and the pay for telegraphers was roughly $6 for an
8-hour day. .&

Ajrkansas RaiTioader
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