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Panama Railroad motor car #1 about 1908. A storv about the buildins of the Panffna
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Railrcad begins in thrs issre. (Gene Hull collection, courtesy National Archires)



Trains meet at Malachin in 1869. The engine is one of
lhe Niles hachines. (CliJton E. Hullcolleclion)

The following story written by Cene Hull details the history ofPanama's transcontinental railroad. Due to
irs length and many photos, it will be printed in installments in the Rairoader.I'll try to make the
jnstallments in consecutive months, but that is no guarantee. Very liftle has been wriften about this line, so
this wil l  be a unique experience.

PANAMA'S TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD

by Gene Hull

On I 0 M ay I 6 69, at a sem i-arid spot at the northern end of Creat Salt Lake the sun sh ined brightly and thc
sage brush swayed aDd danced as a chill wind blew across the sloping land. At | 2r47 p.m. a silver plated
nlaul slammed down on the head ofa golden spike. At Promontory, Utah the Central Pacific and Union
Pacific were joined, connecting Omaha, Nebraska and San Francisco, California. A system ofother
railroads extended eastward to the eastem seaboard.

'fhc nation celebrated the completion ofits transcontinental railroadl

Far, far away to the south, on 2? January 1855, the witching hour ofmidnight was drawing near at an
equally isolated spot on an "S" shaped strip ofsemi-equatorial land, near the northwestem edge ofsouth
America. The place was a small clearing in an almost impenetrablejungle. The darkness was so dense it
seemed almost tangible.

A tropical storm was pouring a deluge of rain upon a small gang ofblack-skinned native laborers. An oil-
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burniog lantem coast a pale, flickering puddle ofyellow light, which was quickly consunred by thc SrygiaD

A whitc nran stepped into the wavering glow, oarrying a heavy spike maul. One ofthe laborors kDelt and
held a sDrall irorl spike in place with a pair oftongs. With a few strokes ofthe maul, the last spikc was

The 4Trnilc Panama Railroad was complctc froDr the Caribbean Sea (Atlantic) southwrrd to thc Pacifio
Ocean, A truc one-railroad transcontinental line was ready for service,

'Ihcrc 
rvcre Do chalterimg telegraph to sprcad tlte ncws to a waiting, expectant world. l hcrc was no thntous

pholograplic' to record the event on film. Thcre was no fantous poet to write glorving words ol praisc. 1_hc
€\ 'cnl  \ \ ' is bur icd in a odious swamp, hidden l ' rof i  the world.

. lusl  l4 ycrrs,  thrcc nronths and I  I  days later, lhc world would rcjoicewith a raucous, drunkcn crowd ar
I'r(nrlonld) SunrDrit, Utah.

Conrprrcd wi lh our nat ion's rai l roads, vcry l i l t lc has bccn wri t teo about thc short ,  but s igni l icant l inc of
mi ls acft)ss the isthnrus oI Panama.

I iar ly in tho history ol  thc western hemisphcro, t radc rculcs bccanrc matters ol- inrportrnoc. n lso. s incc thc
crcl l l ion ol  nran, wars ofconquest have raged ( i l  is the nalure ofth€ beast). ' l -hc Spanish sccDred vcry adcpt
at dcprcdal ioD and they located lheir  way across Soulh Amcrica. The many tons ol-prccions r) lc lnls and

.ic\\'cls nrrst bc transportcd across the narrow. intervening strip of land called PaDanra.

l lcsinnirg nt the ci ly ol  Panama (establ ished in l5l9),  on the south shore, a trai l  was hackcd l ion thc

iuDglc Ior lhward. l1 ran about l0 mi les lo the crest ol  lhc easGwest Cordi l lera. the pr irrc ipal  raDgc ol '
nrountr iDs alor)g thc is lhnlus. l 'h is crest was lalcr dctcrnr incd 10 be an exteDsioo ol-our ( \)nl iDcnlal  I ) iv idc
bclwccn Alaskn and thc southern t ip oiSouth n mcriol l  (Cf lpc l - lonr).

Norlhwa l ionl  tho crcsl  the l rai l  mn about 30 mi lcs 1() thc ancicnt lown ofNonrbfc dc l ) i { rs (Nrrno o1'
cod).  t l lcrr  tufncd cast l0 Ini les to Porlo Bel lo ( l lcaul i l l l  l )od).  l  hc trai l  was paved with cohblcstorrcs. a
nrajor proJccl  at  thaL t inc.

As world eonrnrcrcc dcvcloped, lhcrc was a for 'oign inlefcst in that Darrow str ip of. juDgle A cft)ssirrg herc
would cl i r  inrtc sai l i rg about ?.000 miles aroumd thc C apc l lof t .  

- l  
o prolecl  i ls own induslr i t | l  c l la s,(h,J

U.S. Consfcss gAVe i ts approval ofa messagc l ionr Preside0t James Monroe in Decenrbef l l t2: l .  lhc t  l .S.
\ould fcgaft i  rs an oni i icndly act any move by a Luropcan nat ion to inrerfcrc in thc al lairs o!.  of  i [crcasc
i ls posscssions in,  lhe ADrericas ofthe w€stern hclr l isphcfc.  

' l  
hc Monroe Doc{r 'ne said -  NO I lN MY

NEt( iHI lOt tOODI

In I832. thc l -1.S. Congrcss sent Col.  Charles ts iddlc 10 l )aDama 1(r negot iate a concession l i ) f  conslrucl ion
ofa rai lway. l lc also inspccted thc country for the bcsl  foule. Biddle died short ly afterwafd. bu1 inlcrcst iD
the project cont inued.



In 1848 a charter was granted to the Pacific Mail
Steamship Company to deliver mail belween the U-
S. and Panama. The incorporators were William
FL Aspinwall; his uncle, Cardiner Green Howland;
Henry Chauncey, from Maine; and Edwin Bartleft.

Three wooden paddle-wh€el steamships were built
- CALIFORNTA, OREGON and PANAMA. They
would deliver mailbetween New York, Panama
and San Francisco. The discovery ofgold in
California in January 1848 took Aspinwall 's
attention away froft mail delivery.

When the mailboat anived at Panama City, there
r was a crowd of 1,500 men on th€ beach crammed' 

into a disease-ridden, unsanitary mass oftents and
shacks. Four hundred forced their way aboard the
California-bound steamcr. THE GOLD RUStI
WAS ON!

Gold seekers from th€ U.S. chose the Panama route
instead of the difficult, plodding march across the
plains, desert and mountains ofthe uncivilized,
Indian infested overland route. They afrived by
boats at the port town ofChagrcs oD the norlh
coast ofPanama and scrambled aboard f i ldry l i t t lc
river boats headed upslream on thc Chagres Rivcr.
When they reached th€ head ofnavi8ation evcryoDe
changed to uncornfortable flimsy bungos (canoes)
paddled by natives. When the river ended a chango
was made to long-eared mules. Fares were

cnorbilant and spacc for baggage was very limited. On thejungle trails southbound they endured sLrdden
hcavy rains and swarrns o f ma laria-in fected mosquitoes.

For Aspinwall, the future had arrived, tomorrow was today. He immediately sent an associate, John L.
Stevens, to Bogota, the capital city ofColumbia, which controlled Panama. From the governmenl he
sccurcd a concession for the PANAMA RAILROAD! lhe company would have the right to excavate a
canal or build a highway or railroad across Panama. Also, they could operate steam-powered vessels on the
Chagres River. The conccssion was exclusive for 49 years. The company was granted 250,000 acres of
land, aDd other government land could be used frecly. The terminals, one on th€ north (Atlantic) shorc and
thc olhcr on the south (Pacific) shore would be free ofall charges.

JohD Stevens and John L. Baldwin, a skillful and experienced civil engineer, explored the general route of
tbe proposed railroad. They found a low gap in the cordillera not more than 300 feet above sea level where
rails could cross without excessive grades. This would allow the road to be built across the isthmus of
Panama from Porto Bello to Panama City within the specified time ofeight years.

Thc Panama Railroad was incorporated in New York on 7 April 1849.

In January 1849 the company hired Col. George W. Hughes, a member of the U.S. Army Topographical
Corp (predecessor ofthe present Corps ofEngineers), to make a location survey. He assembled a crew of

Iln. lt. Aspinwall, John L. Stephens, Henry
('hauncey. (Clifton E. H llcollection)



38 men and bcgan work at Navy Bay, a deep indcntatiol)
oD the north shorc whcre cargo ships cor l ld unload.

Ihe f i rst  1l  ln i lcs ol  thc survcy lay in a densc. s\ \ i tmp\

. iungle. *hich rcckcd r) fDralar ja '(al  that t imc rt  \ \ t ls
bcl ie\  ed the levcf ot  nralaf ia was causcd bv brealhing
the hunrid vapors ol  lhcjurrglc).  lhey found an
. r r '  r r r r .  r r . 1 r 1 , r r I r r t i .  r r  . r l  ( \ c r )  . t , e c i c .  c I b i t i n r - .  . r i r ! r r F
insect and plcnly ol  r l l igatofs and venomous snal ics.

1n thc rclat ivcly short  dis lance ( less than 50 miles) lhcy
l i )und an afca so bcrut i f i r l  thc nal ives cal lcd i t  l )araiso.
or Paracl ise. as rrcl l  as rugged country wi lh slcci)
hi l ls ides and nl l |n) lu$ulcrr t  s lrcanrs f lo lv inS thn)U{h
dccp. dark chasnls.  l  l lc lo$ Dolch in lhc conl incnl i t l
d i \  rde could be lowered by cxcavat ioD to redrice lhe
lraxinunr gmdc ol  lhc r-ai l foad. Brcaking from thc
lbresl .  lhe crc\V dcsccndcd abrupt ly to the shofcs ol  thc

,S t t ct)irlg otigitkll (li,tcncnr oJ tlrc Pownt
lldilrodd tu the i ngla !wlJD]t]. ((lifto E. thll

I )aci f ic at  Pananra Ci ly.

_l  
his was not rn idcr l  land in which 10 bu i ld a rai l rc l l ( | .  l ionr June through l)cccD)bcf thcrc are dchrg0s ol '

rain in cloudbursts which ol lcrr  Iasl  as long s lhrcc dlys. I { ivcrs r is iDS ncar lhc crcst ol  thc oordi l lcra hcat l
l ix thc scr l ikc t idal  wavcs. On thc north slopc. thc pf incipal f ivcr,  thc Ch:rgfc\  (C l tA( j- t t tSS). rush0d
thf()ugh docp, narrorv carryons rnd ol ien rvoukl f isc 5{) lccl  in t |vo hours Ihc isrhmus Nas covctod \ ! i th a
dlDsejunglc.  bur lhcrc wns not durablo t inrbcr l i r f  f r i | I lud construct ion. Nrt ivc populat iorr  was
unacc!sldncd to physical  labor and was undcpcndablc.  Mer).  ntater ials ard provisions had to be inrporled
thousands ol 'mi lcs.

l lcadquaacrs of lhc mi l foad was at 78 Broadway iD Ncw York Ciry and thc l jxcsurivc C lni t lce Dret the
l l f s t l i n r e o r r 9 . l u l y 1 8 4 9 t o a s k l b r b i d s . T h e c o I s l l l r c t i o n o o n t r a c t w a s a w a r c l e d l 2 O c l ( r b c r t o I c o l n p r l n y
hcrdcd by ( icofge M. I  ot tcD and John G..  l iaulwinc.

A special  steanrboat was dcsigned to move men ard mAtcr ials up the Chagres Rivcr about 30 nr i lcs ro thc
vi l lagc ofCorgoDa, rvhere construct ion would bcgirr .  IhcnonhterminalwasoDManzani l laIslandinNaval
I la).  A two-mile causeway was bui l t  through a terf ib lc swamp to reach the nrainland.

I i .u ly iD 1850, l tautwiDe aDd ChiefEnginccr Assislanl  Jamcs Baldwin wcnl ro rhc vi l lagc ofChagrcs to
securc a hal[-dozeD bungo r iverboats and a crcw oI l2 nl | ( ivcs wi lh axes and machclos. Do\vD a1
Manzani l la Is land thcy lbund i t  was a virgiD swanp rvi lh ntangrove trccs, massive vincs and shrubs rvi th
l lesh-cutt iDg thonrs -  an alnrost impenctrable wal l .

'1 'hus. 
a dozen nat ivcs with machetcs and axes, slashing and splashing in a sw Drp. bcStD work on Ccntral

Arncr ica's f i  rst  t ranscoDtinenlal  rai l road-

When the tide came in, men rvere standing in walef Iivc lccl deep! A derclict rvooclen ship was broughl in
I'or a place to sleep. Soor, more than halfthe crerv Nerc suft'ering chills and fever oi malaria. Fortv more
$orkers and another boat were acquired. Baldwin always carr ied his lunch under his hat and would eat
\!hilc standing in swaDrp lvater and mud, oftcn waisl dccp-

l raulwine sent an order to New Orleans to have a small piDe board shack built and shipped ro hjm. Trces
were cut tiom an area on the island, four logs were driven into the mud, and tbe shack was mounted on top
ofthe logs. ]'his was the first permanent structure in whal became the town of Aspinwall (later Colon).



! \ l i  : t i t l i l lu l \ tunl  l i r ' . ' lssi t tut t t  (  hi t l  l lngi i )er l
.h ]I \ ltuhlr in t( lilto li Ll ll coll!.tiut)

Olhcr shacks soon were orcoted fol thc *rxrcrs.

l  hc surveycd al incrncnt leachcd a l idge ol  high
gfound cal lcd Monkel Is land. A largc populat iol  oi
the pf iDrates l i \cd thcre -  'Wel l .  thcle goes the
ncighbofhoodl A ceDrclcr-v- \ !as eslabl ishcd l) \  t |c
mih)al  fbf  !hc nnnv vict ins o1 nrala| ia

Mattzart i l la Is land ras cleafcd ln( l  bu i l t  up rr  i f i  car lh
r 'nbirnkrncnl nbovs high t idc. I lLrsrncssnicn clnrc.
rcnted spa0c and bui l t  s lofes. grrnbl i r){  hal ls.  saJ()ons
- t lp ical  to*n. Dock\ $ere bui l t  k) aceonrmodate
, l r i 1 ^  l ' , i r r r r r r L ' , r r ; r p l i r . .  n r . r t c r  i . r l  ,  . r r r J  r r r . r L h i r r c r r

l rr  Augosl 1850 conslfucl ion wrs l )cgun o l i rc
I)air l  nd arou| ld Morrkcy l l i l l .  soon 1o bc c.r l lc( l
Mount Ibpc. Strrggl ing acr l)ss lbUf r  i les ol  s$l lnr l ) .

t l ru nrcn rcacl)cd thc (  hagrcs l t ivcr rnd Lhc nal ivc vi l l i rgc ol  ( j l l t ln (g -  I (X)N) nreaning sel lcf  ol
sIrru.glc( l  l rcul .  Whi lc working in the swanrp the men rvcrc l i lorul ly 1rp to thcir  -  --  in l l l igr l (ns '

l . a t c i n l t i 5 { ) , p i l c r i r i v i n g c q L r i p n r c n t a r r i v e d . A f t ) c k q L r a n \ ' \ v a s s l r r t e d n c a r l h c f i v c f a n d n r a n ) l o n \ o l '
. rurhcd rr)ck \ \  cfc ( lLrr  pcd in thc s\ \ ' i rD)ps unl i l  d l l rnr l i )undat ion l in fai ls rvas achicved.

l l \  \ t ) r i l  l i i5  I  eols lnrc l ion hrd fc lchcd ( l I l lun and r ' l inuncnl  s t l lkcs werc df ivc | l  l lnothcf  l6  r r i l l js  t ( i  lhe
\ j | ] l l r c ( ] | ' l ] l | | l ) i | c o l t S ( s p l l l r i s | | l i ) | . ' l ) l l | b c c | | c ' . ) ' l ] r r r a | o r l g t i r c i l l l l s l |

r j i \ c l i n , l g l l u g e  l l o w c v e f . l h c l c w f c n ) a i r r i n g r ( o f ( i s o l  l h c  l l , r r h r r d  l . o c o r ) r ( n i \ e  \ \ { ' r l \  l i ' U  ( l c d r i t

l ' , ' n l $ ) i l .  ! l i r i I e .  i r  1 8 , 1 8 .  s h o w  l 0  e n S i n c s  b L r i l r  l i , r  r l r c
I ' i L | l i I r r r  l . t i r i l r o i r ( l  l h c  l i f s t  1 0 .  ( l c l i \ e f c d  b e t r \ r r r r  l S i l
i | l ) ( l  i l t j 6  \ \ c r c  h u  i l r  r r  i ' 6 "  g l l u g c .  l h !  l l r s r  c n g i | l c  o l  5  -

I ,  |  , c r r . t  i r r  l 8 r , j  : ..+.
l l r c l i r s l  r i r i l \  \ c f e  l h c  i r l c | l c d  t l " t ! p c .  1 h e )  h r c l  o n c '  . .  . J  ' ,  i ) t / , . r ' : :l  l rc l i rs l  r i r i l \  \cfe lhc i r lc| lcd t l "  t !pc. 1he) hrcl  onc'  . .  .J ' ,  i ) t / , . ,
i r lh l l i r l rg.s wlr ich rcslcd on thc orossl ios and wefc I  i  r ,  

.  
-  ,  .n .  l

.  l . : |  , . r  ,  i , ' \,
r r r r c h o r c r l w i t h  t h r e c  i r c h  s p i l i e s  l h c s c r a i l s * ( r ( l l , \ t  . i i t r r i j  1 . r  : i " ' ' ,'t:''l I l* t: :il u" ,:.:'li:1 '.ii: .l'l';..1 lt:t :':':"'i " i .:,.i 

i' t'rY ,{?
. , ,  ' ' , , . t  ,1 ,  ) . , r . t .  t l , c r )n(u \ {d ' , ,  ,her t r ' , , r " , '  r . , ' i  1 . , ] ' t ; -d  , : '# "
s  , , ' , . , ,  . , ,  . l { ,1 . , ,  r l r r , r r r f . r .e  s i , r r r r i rc " l ' . : - l  , ,  ' lL ,  t /1  f r  l . '
. . r . .  $ \  r r  l  r ' r  , r . . , . 1 1  r ' ,  l x  l  l  l  ' \ \  \ \ { r c  ( : r  

l " '  r  I

" r . . .  

' l i  r \ i ' r '  
d \  f t

n d $cfe l l fs l  nr( lc in I81,1. Ihcsc \ \crc cal led l r \ ' rns A[o
I l )crc \ !efc sonrc bne1. slccp gfNde\ on thc rai lR, ' ra, , ' , , f  i t  

' ' . j .  .

r r l :  hcl icr i -r l  t l rc ordinar '1 adhesion locontot i rcs i ioLr ld bc
irrdrqLLrte. Ar l  l l t lcr  dalc this l l \suInpl ion $'as lound 1o
l) !  \ \ rorr ! .  In rhe Ireanl i rnc thc off ic ials beca|rc i | tercslcd
rr u gr;rr le cl inrbing engine inrcntct l  b} Ccolge Scl lcrs in

(  i n e  i r | l t l l i

l  he I ' ]anunrir  I i r i l road hi fed Sel lers rs mecl larr ic l l
enlr inecf i l r  AIgLrst 1l t50. Hcsri l l  hadhisshopsin ] 'antr t t tu Rui l roal  sthLl t ' l t i |et t  hdntt '
(lirrcinndi irnd $orkcd Lrp a contracl \!ith the railrcad I)t to\errd h.ntl car. ({:lrJittn E. ltull
n hich he vrould brr i l t l  thrce cngines for $9,750. Ldl(ct ion)

7h.  / i t \ t  rhdtk in  t l t r . \ tLr | t t1) l  ju tc lc  on
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.1n exarnple ol the grade-climbinr< b.onatiw intuttc.t
b), (;()rgc lt.\(ol,lcltcrs lLbllcctian oJ(jcne Hull)
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Meanwhile, there were some changes on thc
railroad. Trautwine resigned in Novembel
1850 and the road expcrienced a financial
slump. It was decided to do morc cxcavation
and lower rhe:reen grddes. I  he grade cl :mbiJ)g
leature would not be necessary. The three
engines were accepted as simple adhesion
machines and the first onc was out ofNcw
Orleans aboard an occan vessel on 14 Marcl
I852. A fcw days later the othcr two were on
their  wayto PaDama. Thus, the f i rst  cngines

By I  Octobcr l85l  eight mi les oftrack had
bccn completed at a cost ofmore that
$ 1,000,000. Expectal ions of quick prol i ts
disappearcd. Stock value began to l l l l  shaff l l .

I  hc gold ] .Lrsh to Cal i fbnr ia had bcgun two years earl icf ,  but t ravelers st i l l  were frant ical ly making thcir
way wcst. l hey could prove to be the salvation ol the elnbryo railroad. Thc only way for thcm 10 cross thc
isthnrus was by crude boats up to the headwaters ofthe Chagres River, then across the crest ofthe
oordi l lefa and down the south slope to Pana,na City by donkey or on foot over the miserable l rai l  through
thc dcnsc. 'ungle.

In Dccenber l85l  two boals arr ived at the ntouth of lhe r iver with 1,000 passeDgers. SooD they wefe
aDrazed when they heard a LOCOMOTIVE WHISTLEI On the mainland there was a train ol l i t r le gondota
cars and a liDy locoDrolive. The Panarra Railroad was laking laborers 1(] work laying track.'l'he lravelers
hun icd to tho railroad otflce. Gcorge Totten told theD he had oDly seven miles oflrack laid, but the peoplc
lvaDtcd 1o ridc anyway.

l aking 1,000 crazy men for a seveD-mile lrain ride would certaiDly delay the conslruction work and bring a
rcprinland fiom officials in New York. To discourage the crowd he quoted a charge of 50 cents a mile and
thrce tlollars lor each 100 pouDds ofbaggage. The excessive cbarge was eagerly accepted. Totten collcclcd
nearly $?,0001

The Panama Railroad was in the passenger busirlcss. Its worthless stock on Wall Street begaD to rise
rapidly. I'he railroad sold $4,000,000 worth and construction proceeded in high gear.

At th(r Atlant ic term inal a sh ip dock and wharf were constructed. The wharf was 1 ,000 feet long and 40
feet wide with all piling covered with cooper as protection againsl wood-eating Teredo worns. On shore a
stone wzuehouse was built 80 feet wid€ and 300 feet long.

The populalion ofManzanilla Island was growing steadily. A small brick depot was erected and President
John Stevens said thc railroad should commemorate the name ofone ofthe road's originators. when the
cornerstone was laid on 29 !-ebruary 1852, the place was named ASPINWALL.

fhe government ofColombia rejected the name. It should bear the name ofChristopher Columbus, who
originally discovered it. It should be krown as COLON (kolone). There was great resistance and the
controversy continued for 38 years. Finally, the Columbian postal department refused to deliver mail
addressed to Aspinwall. Since 1890 the lown has been Colon.



8

James Baldwin, ficld engineer fbr the railroad, was unning the location survey barely ahead oflhe
conslruclioD cre*,, following the east sidc ofthe Chagrcs River.

One night lhe crew, lveary fron hackinB their  way through the dcnsejungle, made camp late in rhe eveDiDS.
During thc night s lecp was dislufbed by what souDdcd l ike thc l ierce roariDg of l ions and t igcrs. fhere was
none oJ these aDirrrals in this rcuion.

Nexl nroming two h ills wer€ sccn south of the alincr)tent and they had a tremendous populatioD of monkcys,
which had crcated thc terr iblc noise. The hi l ls were namcd LioD Hi l l  and l ' ieer Hi l l .

Nearby wxs a grovc ofhuge lrccsj measuring 100 tccl to the lowest limb. Natives uscd the (rees to carve
out thcir  largc bungo oanocs. One special ly large onc was namcd in honor ofJohn Stcvens. I t  w s l8 feet in
diametcr and branches at the crown wcrc 150 feet acr()ss.

' Ihe 
rai l ( )rd penclrr tod thejuDgle. establ ishing stat ions t ls i l  wcnt.  Eightecn miles from Aspinwal l  was

l lLr. j io Soldado (Soldicrs 's l lonrc).  Ncarby was a sa dslone quany, furnishing nlalcr i r l  l i r .construct ior

Ihe survcy l i r lkr \cd thc ChaSfcs I t iver 's lwist ing. scrpcnl inc path thror 'gh thc. junglc.  fcaching thc l i l t lc
v i l h g c  -  I l L r c | o  V i s l i t a  ( b e a u t i l i r l  l i ! l l c v i c w ) .  I h c r c , ' ! c r c a b o u l 4 0 b a m b o o h u t s w i t h l t r o f s o l p r l l n r r e c

On l  Mtl t  l t i j2.  rr i ls rcached l i  i io lcs ( l i recjo- lces),  l ranslatcd as '  bcans," l8 mi lcs l iom Aspin\val l .  A
stat io| l  rvas bui l t  hcfc.  lhc arca rvas blcsscd with A widc var ictv ol 'v iv idlv colored bircls.

O n 3 0 M a y l 8 5 2 , t h c v i l l a g e o f ' l a b e r n i l l a ( t a - v e r - n € e l - y a h ) , t r a n s l a l e d a s  l . i l l l c
' l rvem." 

was reachcd. Rai ls wcrc within a nr i le ofBarbacoas wh0 construol ion ccasc(
' lhc 

rainy scason sta cd car ly in . lunc and a cholcm cpidcmio bcSl|n sprcr iding quickly
I)cath \ !as alnrosl  ccr laiD for (hc vict ims. ConlaniDatcd i i )od and dr inkiDq \ !alcr werc
thc pr incipi) l  causes. l ,a lc iD AugLrst 1852. thc rai l ( )ad s work iorcc rvas grcat l ) .
rcduccd and thosc who rcmlincd wcrc vory lvcak. Prcs. . lohn Stcvcns dicd l0 Augusl
l i ( r)r  nr i r i i r r i r .  Wm. (  .  Young succocded hinr.  ( leorgc l i r l tcn h0d 1() bart lc thc. iuDslc

On 6 . lu ly 1852 rui ls rcachccl l l i r  r i lcoas. $,hcrc the Chngfcs Riv0f htd to bc cfosscd. l t
wrs i00 lecl  $ idc in a ( lccp. r lJck-bound chalncl .  Thc ronraining I  I  nr i les lo I 'ananri l
(  i l )  \ \ould bc bui l t  i ry a coDuaclor.  Minor C. Story. I lc hl td to bui ld a bnt lge across thc

( hagfcs, l r )  21 l r i lcs ofrai ls wi lhin a )oaf and do i l  fbr $1.500.000.

SroD'.  l ionr I 'oughkccpsic.  Ne\!  York, al lacked thc. iob with a boal load ol  l | ishmcn. A rvoodcn br idge
began () trkc shapc. WheD Iotten saw the framc$ork. hc quickly sent a nrcssage ol protest 10 dircctors irl
Ncw York, bul  lo no avai l .

The miny scasoD had begun. Clouds hu8 low over lhc crest oi ' lhe Cordi l lera, thuDdcf rumblcd across lhc

. iungle rnd the delugcs ofrair  fel1.  walcr iD the gorgc ofthe Chagres rosc quickly and i ts roar l i l led the air .
' I  

inbers bcgnn crcaking in protcst aDd workers bccame reNous. Soon thcy rushed !o thc eDds ol  lhc br idgc.

. iusl  as the beaDpolc and conlslalk"construct ion was s\!eplaway. Slory aDd his contract disappcarcd.

Darid I loadley rvas the new prcsident ard Ceorge 
- lbt ten 

agi in was in ch{rge ofthe cngineering. l le put

7.000 mon to work cfect ing an iron br idge. There wc|e six sprns of 100 tect cach or s1! 'ne piers.



Panama RR sleel bfidge at Barbacoas oyet
Chagres River. (CliIton E. Hull co ectio )

The railroad had its first serious accident I October
1853. A liftle 44-0locomotive with four baBgaBe cars
and two loaded passenger cars left Aspinwall at 3:30
p.m. on th€ way to Bujio Soldado..

Near Tabemilla the track lay in a deep cut on a left-
hand curve. Just b€yond was the bridge across Mindi
River. As the train came out oIthe cLrl rhe engineer
saw a huge bull on the bridge, belligerently challenging
lhe puny engine. With uhisrle screarnirrg. rhe engine
met the bull. Both lost. Mr. Bull was mangled and the
train fell into the ravine. The boiler ruptured and two
passengers died.

The iron bridge across Chagres fuver was completed and at t l:00 a.m. 26 November 1853 the first train (a
locomotive and nine cars ofpassengerc and fieight) rolled across.

ln January 1854, th€ railroad had a locomotive shipped around cape Hom to panama City. Work began in
earnest on the Pacific slope of the cordillera.

At the northern foothills the town ofGorgons was established. This was head ofnavigatioD on th€ Chagres.
This hilly country made consnuction very difficult. Excavation revealed the presence ofextremely hard
igneous rock, produced by terrific heat deep in the earth and brought to the surface by volcanic action.

About a mile beyond Gorgona the rails reached the village of Matachin (Mata-CHEEN). A new station was
built and an exfra tmck was laid so that opposing trains could pass. Here the rails began climbing to the
summit ofthe Continental Divide on a one percent grade. Three miles up grade was the village of
Emperado (soon Americanized as Empire).

Excavation began at the summit ofthe Divide. The cut was 40 feet long. Rails here were 40 miles from
Marzanilla, and it was only l2 miles to Panama City.

Several nonths were spent making the deep out. Tnvelers arriving at the end of track were very surprised.
Instead ofajungle wildemess, they found the new village ofCulebra (Koo-LAy-bra, meaning serpent),
with about 2,000 inhabitants.

Beginningthe descent to the Pacific Ocean, there were tall volcanic cones among a mass ofiregular ridges
ofthe cordillera. Springs fumished the headwaters ofa small stream (mis-narned RIO GRANDE) wirh
several little tributaries. Rails followed the main stream, makiog high fills and deep cuts necessary to cross
the liftle streams and ridges.

Three miles below the summit, th€ rails entered a high, b€autiful valley known as Paraiso, or paradise. It
was a place oftropical beauty.

Rails were laid just to the right of Cerro de Buccaneros (Hill ofBuccaneers). It was on the slopes ofthis
hill that Henry Morgan, the Welsh pirate, camped in l67t to launch his attack against Old panama, or
Panama La Vieja (Cup ofcold). The old city still lay in ruins.

The grading was completed in November 1854. Early in the moming of2? January 1855 th€ two
construction gangs could see each other. Int€rmittent torents ofrain fell during the day. When the sun
broke through the heavy overcast, humid heat lay like a blanket over the land. Darkness came.



t0

Large lanlems wi lh rancid whale oi l  iD their  fbDts were l ighted. lhe work gangs met and mingled. An air  of
ant ic ipal ion and cxci ternent surrounded the area- fhe last rai lwas se1 in place on pi l re crossl i l ]s.  Thc f inal
spikc was held in position. Ccorge Totl€n stood in the pouring rain with a nine-pound maui ready. 'I he
densc shadows ofnight swayed in combat with the feeble glow ofthe lanterns. Totten swunS the maul and
the spike sank into the tie with a thud.

r'r ' wAS rjlNlsHuDt

On Sunda).  28 January 185 5 a l rain ran from the At lanl ic Ocean to lhc Pacif ic Ocean Ibr tho f i rst  t in lc!

The cilizens of Panama made plans tbr a day ofcclebration. On 5 February a stearnship sailcd from Ncw
York with I6 special guests aboard (names unknown). On l5 l;ebruary the ship sailcd 'nto the harbor al
A'pin$ al l  $ i th ntrEc of Panrma rnd the L .S. war ing.

Al 9i00 a.m. l6 l :cbruary 1855. a train of nine passengor cars and a baggagc ca. lcf(  Aspinwal l  with rhc l6
SUesls and 457 fcSular passcngcrs. 'l 

hc engine and baggage oar werc deoorat€d with flags and banncrs

l ' lo|al  arches sparned the track al  most slat ions. Al ler a busy and exi l img day, Gcorge fottcn prcsentcd
cntcr lainnr0n( i l t  thc Aspinwal l  f louse. Chanlpagrre rvas scrved with toasts br iog drunk 1{) tho PresklcDt ol '
rhc Llni ted Starcs. the govelnor ol  Pananra, the Presidcnl ol- thc Panama Rai lroad, thcD oDc Inorc jusl  l i ) I  lhc
h - ' l  o l  i l . A g r a n d p i c r i c w a s h e l d o n t h e b a n k o f t h c C l h a g r e s l i i v e r a t B o j i o S o l d a d o . O n ' l i r e s d a y .  l 9
I :cbrLl . l r '_v l t l55 thc gucsts sai l€d Ior New York.

lhc I ' ] r rnanrr l ta i ix)ad was in busincss.

I t  was a singlc{rack road 47 miles long wi lh a rnaxinuDl gfade ofsl ight ly more than onc pcrcent lbr lbr.rr
nr i lcs approaching thc crest of the Divide. Rai ls were Iaid on pire crossl ies, which disintcgralcd quickly in
lhc damp lropic: l l  hcat.  As a rcmcdy, t i€s of l ignum vi tac wcrc imporlcd from Cartngcna, Ncw Cranada.
Ihc wood rvas so clense and hard holes had to be dr i l lcd bclorc spikes could bc dr iven. Side lracks lvcrc laid
al  MAlaohirr .  Calun, I larbacoas and al  the summit of lhe Divide. Therc were four yard tracks at AspiDwal l
rn( l  threc l l  l )anama ( l i1y. ' Ih€rc wero a roundhouse, machine shop, car repair  shop and blacksDi lh shop al
Aspinwrl l .  Stat ions wcfc establ ishcd about every lbur or i lcs wi lh f ie ight houscs. dcpots and honrcs t i ) r

A lc legraph s] 's leln was ncccssary ibrcl f ic icnl
.  pc".r tr . ' r '  Muh, 'g.rrr1 $u^d pol(s \ooir  $erc

fe nancn{ poles to sLrppo( lelegraph ,'vires. On
I l  Augus! l l i55. s lal ion superinlendcnl J- w-
. lohnson al  Pananra City scnl the l i rs l  messagc.

llailtuad stution at Punun.t City, JroDl Lolor postcdrl

l'hcrc were six hcavy locomotives and fbur (Courtesy - lin Mcconkq,
l ightcr oncs. Rol l ing stock included 22 passenger
c a | s w i l h a c a p a c i l y o f 6 0 p a s s e n g c r s e a c h , a s w e l l a s 5 l b o x c a r s a n d T 2 f l a t c a r s . W o o d w a s s l a c k e d
abng lhe road al intervals for $3.00 a cord as firel fbr locomolives.

::[i'iii']: it:i ii:l; :;:if:, i.,Htff :,,., riill'!
'  / ! i , ,npr . r  . l  p iohr  in .hp(  r r  rhe  r .n  ,n . l  f i f te .n  i  , l  I  l. r . 1 , , n ( r c r  c l  ( r ! l , r  r n ih ( i  i r l  r hc  r cp  i , r d  f i i ecn  ;  , l  I  

'

I nJ j r ( .  r l  r h (  l ' o l r ^ ' n  \ ( \ c r i r l u l  r l , csc  n ro lL l .  . ' l , i l l
$(r( l l l leJ \\  r lh coDcrclc to pn'Juce a .upJ.l) oi



By the time the railroad was in operation it had cost $6,564,552.95. First class passenger fare was $25.00,
children under 12 years old $6.25; second class fare $10.00; personal baggage l0 cents a pound; mail 22
cents a pound; coal freight rale was $5.00 a ton; first class freight in boxes or bales was 50 cents a cubic
foot. All freight charges were paid in gold.

The Panama Railroad was a very lucrative investment. In a l€tter to Jonathan M€r€dith, Wm. Aspinwall
said, "My own private opinion is that no speculative investment I have ever known offers such returns as
the raihoad stock for a permanency - the monopoly is compet€ on the part ofthe N€w Granada
Government and our own government has sanctioned and guamnteed it by the treaty ofneutrality. I have
increased my original investment considerably and so has Mr. Chauncey and we each hold over $100,000
for which good money has been paid - and we both take a good lot ofbonds in addition- if we can do so
tairly."

As happ€n€d so often for other railroads, disastrous fires had an enormous impact on thc history of the
Panana Railroad. Records were repeatedly destroyed. On 26 December 1862, the railroad office building
suffered Xj250,000 in damages.

The Panama Railroad played a part in the Civil War.-fhc Confederate Army had nany syntpathizers in the
western states The southerners had eager designs upon the gold fi€lds ofColorado, Arizona, Ncvada and
California. The southemers captured several Union fbrts in th€ west.

'l'hc safest route westward for Union troops was via steamships. This was also true for r€cruits fiom
California. Gold from California was sent eastward by steamships. The specie landed at Panama City and
was loaded aboard iron-clad cars ofthe railroad and transported to Aspinwall. Confederate ships captured
several gold-laden vessels in the Atlantic. Between 1855 and 1867 there was more tha'r $700,000,000 in
gold shipped on the railroad without the loss ofa single dollar.

*r.

I

Rehuilt Niles engine at San Pablo. First car an "iron clad" for hauling gold specie - later used as
storchouses. (Courlesy Sllran Wood estate - Gene Hull colleclion)



A new contract was negotiated between the railroad and the govemment ofColombia 30 January 1875.
(New Granada was a predecessor ofcolombia-Panama. On 4 November 1903, Panama revolted and
became frce of Colombia..)

The railroad would pay Colombia $1,000,000 in gold plus $250,000 a yeat during the life ofth€ contract
(99 years). The railroad would extend its rails into the Bay ofPanama so that deep water ships could reach
its wharves. Mail, officials and troops ofColombia were moved free ofcharge.

The completion ofthe Central Pacific-Union Pacific westward venture at Promontory, Utah on 10 May
1869 was th€ turning point in the fortunes ofthe Panama Raihoad. The flow of mail, gold bullion and
passengers was redirected to cross the continental U.S. quicker and cheaper.

By 1877 the Panama Railroad had revenues of$1,284,000 and operating expenses of$998,000, leaving a
profit of$286,000. Essentially the road was bankupt. On Wdl Street the stock plummeted from $369 in
1874 to $52 in 1877.

Therc werc some chanSes ofofficials and improvements began to appear. The road owned l8 locomotives
in January I 876, all from Portland. Years of neglect had taken their to ll. One engine exploded, killing the
ergineer. Car roofs leaked. Most stations were closed, rails and ties needed replacing.

Locohotire "Colon" built by Portlohd
Locomotive llorks, August 21, 1865,
Note lefi side controls. (CliJton E. Hull

With changes in officials, improvements w€re seen. The entire
road received new rails, as did yards at Colon and Panama
Cify. As fortunes improved, a new nemesis appearcd.

A French company wanted to dig a canal acrcss the isthmus.
This would destroy the railroad. The arrogant attitude of the
rail officials caus€d ill will of the Panamanians. This feeling
soon included all Yankees, notjust the railroade6.

At Paris in 1876 the "Societe Intemationale du Canal
Interoceanique" was formed, One ofthe Sroup was Ferdinand
de Lesseps. He was responsible for the Suez Canal in E$/pt.
He was vigorous and active at 74 years ofage. They put a

price tag of$214,000,000 on a canal even before visitinS the site!

To persuade lhe American govemment to ignorc the Monroe Doctrine exclusions offoreigners, de Lesseps
brought $2,000,000 to Washington.

It Workedl (There was no special prosecutor.)

The people ofFrance quickly bought $6 million worth ofstock, Craft and oorruption were rampant. The
French engineer arived and the first thing he did was build a mansion near the crest oflhe Divide for
$150,000. There were 1,000 SNOW SHOVELS shipped to this topical area. Shiploads ofcement were
stacked outside because no warehouses had been built. Torrential rains convert€d tlre stulT to concrete
monumenls.

When huge piles ofsupplies accumulated at the wharves, de L€sseps asked the Panama Railroad to haul
the freight across the isthmus, but was amazed at the exorbitant fieight rates.

It would be cheaDer to buv the railroad!



Yankee entrepreneurs sold $70 stock to th€ Frenchmen for $250. Some Yankees demandcd positions on the
French board ofdirectors. The Frenchmen paid $17 million for stock and an extra $1,102,000 to assure the
"good will" ofthe new directors. The Panama Railroad cost the Frenchmen $25 million - one-third ofthe
amount ofstock subscribed by Frenchmen!

A company chartered in New York, almost totally owned by Frcnchmen and managed and directed by a
minority ofAmericans was going to dig a canal across Panama AT SEA LEVEL with a cut througb the
cordillera more than 300 feet deep. A catastrophe wailiDg to happen.

piNluA 6rrnoN, pAcrnc rEevnuo; r87
(Courtesy National Archives, from Gene Hull collection)

CONTINUED NEXT MONTH
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1999 OFFICERS/POSITIONS OF TIIE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLIJts

PRESIDEN] - l .condd L. Thalmucll$, 2 1 I lanover Dr, l,iule Rock AR 72209-2159 (5Ol -562-8231)
VICE-PRESIDENT - John Hodkin, Jr. ,  506 Cordon St,  N Li l t le Rock AR 721l7 (501-945,2128)
'I 

REASURER - Walter B. Walker, 8423 Linda Ln, Littl€ Rock AR 72227-5983 (501-225-0826)
SECRI IARY - Carole Sue Schaf€r,  l03 Thayer St,  Li l t lc RockAR72205-5951(501-371-0011)
EDIfQB - Kcn Zi€genbein, l023ClaycuiCir ,NLitr lcRockART2l l6-3728(501-758-1340)
NRH S DI R lC l'OR --J im B ennett, | 002 South Leslie St, Stultgart AR 72 I 60 (8 70)-671-6753 )
I 'HOTOCRAPIIDI{ -  John C. Joncs. 117Cottonwood,SheruoodAR72120-401I(501,835-3729)
l ' R l P A D V I I R I ' l S I N G ' D a v i d P . H o g e . 3 7 2 I l d l e w i l d , N L i t d e R o c k A R 7 2 I l 6 ( 5 0 1 , 7 7 1 - 1 0 2 5 )
9q!&L9q-Slanley Wozencraft, 108 N Palm, Little Rock AR 72205 (501 664,3301)
9q\&q!!  -  Gene I  Iul l ,  1507 E washington #31, Nodh l , i  le Rock AR 721 l4-64s5 (s0l-945-7386)
BOARD 0I -  ] -onr Shook, l7l6 Albe(a Dr.  Li t t le Rock AR 72227-1902 (501-225-8955)
E! l ! ! l lL!2 'Bi l l  Bai ley,8318 Reymere Dr, Li t t le Rock AR 72227-3944 (501-224-6828)
!q!RQ_tE - I{obin Thomas, 10980 Rivercrest Dr #26, Litlle Rock AR 72212- l4l2

'l'hc ncxl meeting of thc Arkansas Railroad Club will be on SUNDI\YdLBIL!.!,2 p.m. at our usu l mecting
plitcc. Mcrcantile Bank on Main Street in North Little Rock (just across the street from the Riverfront 1-{ilton). Thc
progrrm \rill be 16mm movies of various films we've obtained recently, all rail-related. Be sure to come and bring a
fr icD(!. Rcfreshments wil l  be served.

"SI IORl LINES" BOOK FOR SALE - Cene Hull's reprinted book, Shortline Railroads ofArkansas i: lor sale lor
$24.95 plus $5 shipping (save the shipping costs by picking up your book in person at thc meeting). lt is over 40()
pagcs long, hardbound, 6" x 9" format. Send orders to: White River Productions, Inc., 24632 Anchor Avc, Bucklin
Mo 64631. For Visa/Master Card orde$, callt 1-8'17-'18"1-246'7.

O'l'HER BOOKS FOR SAIE: The Arkansas Railroad Club's hardbound, 120-page book called Roilto.td Stations and
'liuius lhrough Arkansas and the Southwest, ^lso by Gene Hull with help from Tom Shook, among othcr club membcrs. Yo
can ordcr from White River Productions, 24632 Anchor Ave, Bucklin MO 64631. Cost is $29.95 plus $4.50 postage and
handliDg (loral of$34.45 ifyou're having it mailed). Mastercard or Visa accepted. You can call White River Productions at
816-695-4433.

AN D C lub Member James R. Fair's new book fre Lo isiana & Atka ras Raihray. This 176-page clothbound book has 80
bhck and white illustrations and covers the Louisiana & Arkansas Railway from its beginning to the modern era. YOtJ CAN
NOW ORDER DIRECTLY FROM MR. FAIR. He'll even autograph it for you. Cost dircctly from him is only $34. IIis
addrcss is: James R. Fair, 2804 Northwood Rd, Austin, TX 78703-1630. Call 512-451-6194 or 512-47l-3689.

DEADLINE FOR THE MAY NEWSLETTER will be April 15. Also, remember that because of Mother's Day in
May, our May meeting will be held May 16 instead of the 9th.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS - RUBY HoLT (4, no date); DON J. OTTENS (4/01), WEYMAN G. SIMPKINS (4/10
passed away March 4, 1999 in Napa, California); CLIFF FERRELL (a/20); MICHAEL D. THOMSON (4/29); KEN
ZIEGENBEIN T4/30).

NEW FAX NUMBER - The Arkansas Raihoad Club now has a new 24-hour fax number: 501-758-4301. This
would be a great way ofsending news items,

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Little RockchaDter NRHS
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2000 CIALENDAR PHOTOS WANTED We arc now acceptirg Arkansas railroad-rclaled photographs for our
year 2000 calcndar. They can be color or black and white, 3 72" x 5" or larger. Only photos accepted if)'ou havc
slides, f leasc hevc a print made and then scnd us the p nt. Photos can be of any cra, past or present. Plcasc scnd to
crur addfess: Arka sas Railroad Club, PO Box 9151, North Litde Rock AR 721 19. Please have the pict lrfcs in by
April 15. We r anl to have the calendar ready lor our June 1gth Show & Sale. Tharks.

MIiMIl l lR NEWS Naomi Hull reported that JIM BENNE fI is now at home aftcr spcndirg some timc irr thcrrp!
r l lcr his Jrnc 1998 accident. His address is: Jim Bcnnctt, 1002 South Leslie St, Stuttgart AR 72160-5352. 870 671
rr75l. cnrai1 : iiDdllLlAju!=eell

WEYMAN GUS SIMPKINS

Born April 10, 1926

Dicd March ,1, 1999

Wcy nrLrrr  ( i .  Simpkins, a very long{iDre Arkansas Rai l rcad Club nrcnbcr of Napa, Cal i l i r |n ia,  dicd Maroh 4. I  lc $ rs born
Apri l  l0.  l926 inShir ley. Aftansas and was rcnred ard cducatcd in l larr ison, ArkaDsns. l lc scrvod in thc Air  i  o l l )s duf ing
WWll rnd worked for the Southerrr  Pacif ic out ol-Cadin, N€vada al tcr dischargc. I Ic workcd lor SI '  39 ycars. I  Ic nrovcd 1o
N l l | | . ( l l | i l i ' . l l i . l i n l 9 8 7 ' w h c r c h c \ , \ , a s c o n d u c t o o n 1 h c I h I l ) U s w

Sirrr t)k ins ol  ( lar l in.  Ncvada (also a club mcnrbcr) and l ,ukc SiDrpkiDs ol  Spalks. Ncvada.

21r4778D ' ?oR 54,4e oRfR'4Dt

lhe J i i lowing is  lbr  thosewho want to f ind
ccr lx in | , l i  rcrd rc latcd i tcnrs.  i i format ion,
o i  wor l  lo  sc l l  or  l f rdc such i lcms wi th
or |cr  rNi l l rurs Wc fcscrvc Lhc r ight  to  rc l i lsc
l is l i rss i l  decnrcd inrppfopr i r tc .  The
Arkf i r i rs  l t r ihr ) .d Club is  nol  rcsponsib le

\YANI | jD -  I 'hotos.  in ,bmal ion on lhc
( inror  I lc l t  I lospi ta l  in  l 'exafkana.  CoDtact
wN.zr  ( iood,  l50 l  QLr inrana Rd,  Moro
UrJ_ alA 9:11.12.

WAr\^TlD .1ohn Joneswrnls pholos of
r r !  J . rcksonvi l ic ,  Arkrnsas depot .  He
th in ls  Lhe!  !c  found a iormcrdc|ot  bc ing
usca ls  x  rc \ idence and recd to conl i rm
i I  i1  fcr l ly  is  the o l , : l  Mol 'ac depol .  I i  you
hr\  c  orc,  c l l l  h in1 ar  5 i l t -835-3729.

FoR Ll.lAStr - Alco locoDotives of the
Arkusas & lvlissouf i Railroad. Ifyou'd likc

to fcnt onc or nrorc, conlact lhe Afkansrs &
Missouri  l ta ihoad, 306 l iast l rnnra Avc.
Springdale Alt  7276,1. 501-751-8600 or
800-687-8600. ernai l :  arkrnoar) ipa net

WANTID -Thc Slcrm DcpanmcDt ol thc
Illinojs Railway Museunr pressurctcstcd the
boiler on GNA f26 in early December to
sec if the locomotive can be rebuill. I'hc
locomotivc nccds all ils cxtcrior woodwork
rcplrccd as much of thc woodwork is
nrissilg. Thcy nccd inli'nnatiim on thc cab
woodwork, thc cab rvindows, cab doors and
any drawingr, piclucs or diagrams ol this
bconrot ivc. Thcy arc wi l l inglo ply costs o1-
reptuducl ion. I1-)ou cd hclp. contacL Jim
opolony at]!!qlq]x!lL]!1us|ll!!. or wriie
tor Steam Departnrent. llli.ois Central
Muscum. PO Box427, Union IL 60180.

WANTtrD - Membership in tlre Arkansas
& Missouri Fan Club, sponsored by the

ra i lmad i lsc l l l  You gct  I  Incnrbcrnr l l )  c0d.
morr th ly  ncwslct lc f .  A&M brsebr l l  c l l ) .  l0
pefccnl  o l l  cxcurs im t  ckc{s f i rd  r
cedi l icr tc  l )Lresr fc l i l9 l in  ind !  d(  x l .5 l ( )
fanr i l t r .  l r (n in la n i r io I  cr  I j0 l -751'S( ,0( l
or cnrail al r il}loli| nr rrl

FOII  SALE -  thc l | rcornplc lc  ,^ l l  l i . rc
ALCO Diesel  fos lcr .  I1  l is ls  rboul  c \c f )
d icsel  rnanufacturcd b)  A Incr  ic  rn
Locomot ive Conrpa|r )  rn{ l  i ls  nran)  pu I r i . r  s
and subsid inr ies i io  1925 lo 19l t . l  I t  i !
n)orc than 500 pages long anl  ler r i ls  (hc

ol lncrship h is lor l  o i  rnor .  rh i r  10.000
loconro{ i lcs Fof  . rsc o l  l I r  l i .g ,  th f
nra lcnal  is  brokcn 1r{o:  vo l !nrcs.  crch o l
which ls  a la j lab le separale lJ- .  1hc ros(er
contai.s mofe detailed infonnatio. in onc
placc than any o lhcr  sourcc aui ldbl .

Volume 2-A65979 to 75996i  Volumc 2 B
75997 lo 79000j  VoluDre 2 ( l  7900l lo
82000;  Volumc 2 D 82001 t i )  8 : l l ) l l i
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Volumc 2-E 3362-01 to 6128-05.
Normally S25 each, they are only $20

each ifyou mention lhe Arkansas Railroad
Club All 5 togelher normally is S100, but
again il you mention thc Arkansas Railroad
Club lhc price is only $85. Postage for one
is 5:1.50.2 is $5.00. I  or rnore 56.00. Send
ordcrs loi Barton JcnninSs, PO Box 32424,
Knoxvi l le lN 37930-2424.

t l l iL l 'WANTED - The Histor ic Pul lman
FoLrndalion is asking for help in rebuilding
the historic Pullnan Clock Tower and
Frctdy compl€x near Chicago. lhis tower
was dcliberately set on iirc D€cember l,
1998, bLrt engincers say the structure can b€
salcd rDd rebuilt. They need your help in
donrg so.- lhey arc asking your help by
rvr i t ing lhc President,  Congiess, thc l l l inois
covcmor rnd state legislature, urgiDg them
lo gi!c lhc needed historic-preservation
Dldlc! I:or more informalion, conlact the
l l isror ic l )ul lman Foundat ion, I  I  l l  I  S
|orrcsrville Ave, Chicaso lL 60628 or call
7 7 t - 7 8 5 - 8 t 8 1 .

wANl l lD -  Wil l  purchase or l rade lrain
ordcrs liom various railroads - worldwide-
and cn p loy€e timctables. Dr. Edward Metz,
PO I lor 523, Crawlbrd NIr 69339,303"665-
1 5 4 6 .
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WANTED - Help restoring Boslon &
Maine steam engine #3713, a 4-6-2. yot)
can help by ordering "The 3713 Boston &
Maine" theme song cassette for $9.95
postpaid. Send ch€cks to: Locomotive
Restoration Fund, Lackawanna & Wyoming
Valley Railway Historical Socicty, PO Box
3452, Scranton PA 18505-0452.

FOR SALf, - PULLMAN CHINA,limited
edition reproduction of the Indian Tree
Pattern, made by lhe original manufachrrer,
Syracuse China. Cost for s-piece basic
place setting $?9; full place s€ttin8, which
includes the basic plus breakfast and br€ad
& butter plates Sl09; coffee mug $8.95.
Postage is $18 for the first place setling,
$ l0 for€ach additional setting. Postagc cost
pcrmug$6.50. Order from Washington DC
ChapterNRHS - Pullman China, c/o ll€nry
B i e l s t e i n ,  1 3 4 2 5  R e i d  c ; r c l e ,  F t
washington MD 20744-6522.

WANTED - Standard eaugc hand car-
Advise price, condition and location. Peter
Smykla, PO Box 1892, Pine Bluff AR
71613 ot c ll870-535-4724.

FOR SALE - Amtrak's 1999 wall-hanSing
calendar with a watercolor of the Texas
Edgle in Fod Worth on the liont. Price is
$6 for one, $10 for two, $14 for lhree and

down to $2.25 ifyou buy 26 or more. Make
checks to Amtrak and mail orders to
Amtrak Calendar. PO Box 7717, Ilasca IL
6 0 1 4 3 .

FOR SALE - ' Ihc Arkansas l{ai l road
Club's hardbound. 120-pagc book called
Railnad Statio and haut! thtough
Arkan\.^ and lhe Southflerl. Il was written
by Cliiion Hullwilh help iom Tolll Shook,
among other club members. Kevin ljuDaly
of White River Produclions did thc gr.rphic
dcsign and artwork. You can ordcr fom
White River l'roduclions, 24612 Anchor
Av€, Buckl in MO 64631. Cosl is $29.95
plus $4.50 poslage and hnndlirg (olal of
$34.45 i f  you're havins i r  mri led).
Mastercard or Visa acccpted. You can call
Whit€ River Producl ions al  816-695-4411.

FOR SALE - JaDrcs Il. farr's ncw book
The Louisiana & Afiansas Raihur This
I 76-page clothbound book has 80 bl.rckand
whitc illustrations and covers rhe l,ouisiana
& Arkansas Railway from its bcginnrng to
th€ modern era. You can rrow ofdcfdircctly
from Mr. Fair. Ilc'll even autoSfaph it for
you. Cost directly liom him is only $34. I ljs
address is: Jamcs R. Fair,2804 Northwood
Rd, Aust in,  TX 78703" 1630. Cal l  5l2-451-
6194 ot 512-47l-3689.

RAILROAD ABANDONMENT PROPOSALS

The address ofthe Surface Transportation Board is: Office ofthe Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925 K Street, Washington
DC 20423. The S l'R phone number for abandonment prccedures (Office ofPublic Services) isi 202-565-1592. Ifyou contact
thcnl, il would be haDdy to use thc Docket Numbers- Their Web address is: http://www.stb.dot.gov ilyou'd like thc complele
Iist ings.

l_hese abandonmcDt proposals have b€en printed in the Federal Register or have come directly from thc Surface
Transpoflation Board. They will go in effect unless one ofthe following occurs: l) an offer offinancial assistaDce is reccived;
2) a request for public use ofthe land is received (for instance, rails-to-trails);3) petitions to reopen the case is filcd.
Railroads, before lhey can file these "notices ofexemption under CFR I 152 Subparl F," must certify that I ) no local lraffic
has moved over the line for at least 2 years; 2) any overhead traffic can be routed over other lines; 3) no formal complaint
filed by a user is pending and; 4) environmental reports, historic reports, transmittal letter, newspaper publication, and notice
to govcrnmental agencies have been met. Ev€n though approval is granted for the railroads to abandon, it may be noDths or
years before track is actually taken up.

ARI(ANSAS - DONIPHAN, KENSETT & SEARCY RWY - To abandon a portion ofits line known as the DK&S
Branch from m.p. 299.12 to the end ofthe line at m.p. 300.40 in Searcy, Arkansas, a distance of L28 miles. The
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non-agency rail station is located at m.p. 300.14 in Searcy. The land as been tansferred to Harding University for
use in campus housing. Final decision by May 17, 1999. (STB Docket No. AB-558X, decided February 4, serv€d
February 16, 1999)

FLORIDA - FLORIDA MIDLAI\D RAILROAD CO. - To abandon 0.18 mile ofline on the Lake Walcs Spur from m.p.
SV-967.47 at Scenic Highway to m.p. SV-967.65 at Fourth Street in Lakes Wales, Florida. Effective March 20,
1999. (STB Dock€t No. AB-325, Sub No. 1X, decided February 12, s€rved February 18, 1999)

TEXAS - UNION PACIFIC - To abandon a 3.17 mile line known as the Popp Industrial Lead extending from m.p. 12.57
near Arcola to th€ end ofthe line at m.p. 15.74 in Fort Bend County, Texas. Effective March 25, 1999. (STB Docket
No. AB-33, Sub No. 133X, decided February 17, served February 23, 1999)

NORTH DAKOTA - R.ED RMR VALLEY & WESTERN RAILROAD CO. - To abandon 18.4 miles from m.p. 18.7
near Alice to m.p. 0.3 near Casselton, North Dakota. Effective April 3, 1999. (STB Dockel No AB-391, Sub No.
6x. decided February 26, served March 4, 1999)

OHIO - CSX - To abandon a portion ofits line known as the Louisville Service I-ane, Central Ohio Division, liom m.p.
BPB-4.9 near Byesvil le to m.p. BPB-18.23 at the end oftrack near Cumberland, a distance of l3.3 mil€s, including
the station ofCumberland. Final decision by June 4, 1999. (STB Docket No. AB-55, Sub No. 569X, dccided
Februray 24, served Match 8, 1999)

CREOSOI'E ODOR
(Na h Li le Rock) - Koppers Industries ofNonh Little Rock prescrves raikoad ties with creosote and people living in thc Poe

Addition ar€ beginning to complain about it, even though the plant has been there aod employed hundreds ofpeople for decadcs. 'lhey

are working on preventing some ofthe orders fiom escaping. (Atka^tas Denocrat-Cazette, Fehruary I I)

SIGNAL COMPANY GROWS
(klnsas Cily) - H^finon Industries near

Kansas City makes signaling and
communications equipment for railways
and has seen a resurgence id business
recenlly, due in part to renewed emphasis
on crossing safety. It not only sells signal
cquipment but has become a $aining
ground for railroads to send their signal
personnel to. (Kahsar City Star, February
16, 1999 via Jin Johnson)

SITORT LINE CROWS
(Ddllos) - Rail'lex's D^llas, Cadand &

No.thcaslern Railroad has leased another
89 miles of track from Union Pacific and
D,A.RT and obtained trackage rights over
ANSF in the Dallas area to now serve
nearly 200 custom€rs, including Coca-
Cola's syrup operations. The newly leased
tra€ks go from downtotm Dallas nonhwest
ro Canollton along UP tBcks and fiom
Carrollton to Addison to Plano and Wyli€

along the old Cotton Belt lin€. lDdl1a.i
Morning News, February 6 via Dan Barr)

FAMOUS ROUNDHOUSE RAZED
(Hage tov)n, Maryland) - The

Hagerstown roundhouse of lhe CSX was
tom down in March, 1999 after years of
fying to save it by the Hagerstown
Roundhouse Museum, Iocated next to it.
Th€ CSX would have given theroundhousc
to the museum if someone would
und€rwrite insurance for it, preventing
tutule lawsuits for CSX, but nobody or
govemnent did. CSX did give the old
tumtable to the museum, however, which is
100 tons and the second largest still in
existence (120 feet wide). The HagerstoM
Museum would like to thank the many
people v,/ho work€d to save the structure.
The nuseun will continue. They can be
.eached at: http://www.roundhopse.orq
(Yia Douglat White)

KCS REVENUE RECOIID
Kansas City Southcfi rcported rccofd

1998 revenues of $551.6 or i lUon. an
increase of 7% ovor 199?. KSCI
subsidiari€s Gateway Westem also had
record eamings of $45.2 million, up 6%
ovcr 199?, and Texas Merican Railwdy,
also a subsidiary, had a rcco.d $,19.2
mil l ioD, up 46% over 1997.

"ROCK'' FINALLY DEAD?
(Karcas City) - Missouri Central

Railroad's hopes of reopening the old Rock
Island line between near St. Louk and
Kansas City died in nid February when
Union Pacific broke oll negotiations io sell
the line. The tuture ofthe long-unused line
is uncertain.

\

I
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Nothing to repofi this month.

NATIONWIDE - l8 months, 1999-2000 -
The U.S. Postal Service will operate the
Celebrute The Century Expres\ specially
oulfitled four-car train throughout 1999
lhrough the sununer of 2000. It will host
tours, including railroad organizations such
as ourselves, at €ach of its stops. It's
pu.pos€ is to celebrate the rich history of
the 20dr c€ntury documented by stamps
and rrains, rhrough the 1940s. It will
consist of an Amtrak Cenesis P42 engine
painlcd yellow with stamps on it, an
Amfleel car #21044, a restored RPO car of
the Southern Railway (#36), a carbon steel
baggage car (#1252) and a hisloric railroad
business car. It was scheduled to start in

30-May 2 when it will be in Memphis, at
least on its first two legs. For more
information, call the USPS, Janice Yu, at
202-268-4604. Their web site is:
httpr//$'\n'w.usps,com/ctc

VARIOUS PLACES - Various times of
year - Trains Unlimited offers many railfsn
tours across the country and the world. To
get a colorful brochure, call 530-836-1745
or write Trains Unlimited, PO Box 1997,
Portola CA 96122.

OAK RIDGE, TENNESSEE . Various
days - Arkansas Railroad Club nember
BartJemings and the Southem Appalaohia
Railway Mus€um will operat€ Secrct City

Scenic Excursion Trains at the East
Tennessee T€chnology Park near Oak
Ridge on various dales. New this year will
be a former Southem Railway dining car.
The trips will run through th€ park and
along lhe Poplar Creekwal€rshed. Days of
excursions: March 19,20j Apri l  10, I  l ,  17,
18,24,,25].May t5, 16,29, 30; September
4, 5,  25, 26; October 16, 17,23,24,30,3l ] '
November 20, 2l ; D€cember 18, 19. Cosl is
$10 coach, $15 dining car. Caboose h
rentabl€ for up to l0 people for $125.

Inforhation on the trips: Send a stamped,
addressed envelope to SARM, PO Box
5870, Knoxville TN 37928.Use this address
tojoin or volunteer, also.

Tampa, Florida Mar€h ll. The
will come to Little Rock will be on April

ARXANSAS f,AILROAD CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM

I I Membc6hip rcnelval t ]New Member [ ] chns€or^ddrcss

Sc l nrcmbetship rcDcqal, application. change of address, etc. to: Arkrnsrs Rlihord Club, PO Box 9l5I
Nor.t Linl. Rock AR 72119. Phone: 501-758-1340; Fax: 501-75E-4301. e-mail: k tr.zn@it.mt otn.cotn

Date: Your binhday (opriorol- no ycar needed)

Name: (lasl) (firul) (inil)

Ciry: Slale - Zip

MembershiD dues infomaliotr:
Membership: 520.00 p€r y€ar. Arkansas Railroad Club only; $37.00 per y€ar if you join or renew Nalional Railway Histodcal

Sociery membe$hip through ouf Club. Dues d€ payable/due by Jmlary I ofeach year. Ifae donl have youf dles by Mafch l. you will
bc dropped frcm thc membership rolls.

Membcsbip in the Arkmsd Railrcad Clubentitles you to amembership card and lhe monrt].ly ARKANSAS P,4ILROADER
newsletter. Meeiings re hcld monthly, excepl Decenber, on the second Sundayoflhe month. We usually meet at 2 p.m. in the
Mercanrile Bank main building on Main Sreet in Nonh Linle Rock. just norlh of lhe Arkansas River. Inter€sling pro8tMs are prcsenEd
each mon$ and refreshments (cookies, sandwichet de seryed. We de a non-profit orgarization and menber ofthe NRHS. Officen are
lisl€d in each ne*slettei
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24,632 Anchor Ave. Bucklin. MO 64631
(660) 695-,1433

Cover: "The Narrows," the gateway lo Eureka Springs on the original
Missouri& Nonh Arkansas. Fora shon time a tourist op€rato. mn this
diminu(ive 0-4-0 in shon trips across BeaverLake from Beaver,
Arkansas, allowingone to take in the spectacular scenery along the old
M&NA righr-of-way in nonhwestern Arkansas. This ricw was takcn on
Scptemb€r 4, f981. Kevin EuDaly photo

Don't Miss

of Arkansas
This Arkansas Railroad Club reprint of the

1969 classic by Clifton Hull is sure to be a
popular book. This is an extremely limited run -
so don't miss your chance to add this valuable
book to your library.

Features in the book cover nearly everi
shortline railroad that operated in Arkansas,
including the Missouri & North Arkansas of
Ozarks fame. A new all-color dustjacket adorns
the foil-stamped hardcover. Includes detailed
maps, exciting railroad stories, and historical
accounts of railroads existing now only on film
and in memory. This book preserves for the
future the Sho.tline Railroads of Arkansasl

Shortline Railroads of Arkansas
A publicatiol of lhe Arkansas Railroad Club
Hardbound, Foil Slampcd, Limited Run
Ove.400 pagesl 6" X 9"
Full color Dust Jackel

oNLY....................................$24.9s!
Please add S5 for shipping and handlins

Order from:

White River Productions, Inc,
24632 Anchor Ave
Bucklin, MO 64631

For MC/Visa orders:
Er Call Toll Free:
gl LB77-7g7-2467

Above: Bauxite & Northern's RS-3 13 in action near Bauxite in
Fcbruary, 1972, conplete with Razorback herald on the nose. The Alco
was fater replac€d wirh EMDMPIS's. Bill Raf photo
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I he tj.S. Postal Scrvice rs runntng a special train in 1999 and early 2000 cclebraling the hislory ol

thc 201h century docu-entta uy stamps a"J trailrs lt's lirst t\\'o legs lell Tampa' l'loridaMalch

lii 
",,,i ";i' ;; 

in;;;*b IIol\ *ood, Lakeland' ocala' Jacksonville' l'ake cib".l'lorida - Arnorc'

",^i".r" 
ioi,nt _ ,J.idi,n (4/2i), Mccon''u i+lzt). l,ttssissippi - Menphis (4/30-5/02)'

.t.ennessee _ Jcfl.ersolr (5/07), IndepenOe.ncc Glrzj, st. r-oui. (slt:-5/17), Missouri - and

i;ffi;"; (t;;j,'itiJoi.. iot -oi" inro"''.'ation' call Janice Yu at usPS' 202-268-4604.


