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The Arkansas  Railroad Club is a non-profit orgenization, We meet on
the 2nd Sunday of each month (except December) at the Missouri Pacifie
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, Bullding in North Little Rock, at 2 pm, Everybody is welcomel 25¢
Volume 13 Number 4 Kenneth R Combs, Kenneth W Ziegenblien,
15 April 1982 Editor Assoclate Editor
N

The meeting for April has been canteled because’ of the Fordyce on the
Cotton Belt festival and the Southren Steam trip out of Memphis wich a
number of members will be participating in, The May meeting will be held
on the 9th of May (Mother's Day). '
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Why Is THIS Newsletter late?

Huh, why is it late? Well, your editor underwent a series of Extenuate
ing circomstations wich also makes thils the last newsletter edited by me
(ken C.). As of the next newsletter, Ken Z. will be the Editor. I would
like to thank everybody for their Support, LosKing Forward +0 baing edlor, ognin! Ki
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‘ Fordyce on the Cotton Belt _

We will be active for this festival on the 23 and 24th of April down
in Fordyce, Ark, I will have a slide Projector set up for:continous shows
and 1if any member brings down slides, I'll be glad to show them, We will
have on exhibit various items from Member's collections, Saturday will
feature free train rides on the Fordyce & Princeton Railroad and at 6pm
Johnny Cash will appear at Redbug Fleld in Fordyce ( In case of rain, the
concert will be held at the Fordyce High School) Tickets are $8.00 apeace
Prom the. Fordyce Chamber of Commerce, 119 West 3rd, Fordyce, Ark, 71742.
Hope to see everybody therel : i
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Southren Steam_{n Memphis

The Southren Ry in conjuction With Sentimental Journeys‘will be running
the "Tennessean", a steam powered excursiom to Sheffield, Al, from Memphis
on the 1st and 2nd of May ( Sat, and Sun,). Power will be the ex C&0 2-8-4
2716 and the train will have open-air coaches, commisary=souviner car,an
ex Sante Fe "Super Chlef” dining car, and first class Pullman cars, Tickets
are $35.00 for coach and $75.00 for Pullman, The address is Hobbies of
Memphls; Sulte 130,4515 Poplar Ave,; Memphis,Tenn., 38117. Maké checks or
money orders payable to = "Friends of LeBonheur Committe", Leaves at B8am,
from the Sou Ry Yard on Southren Ave -in<Memphis, tttttttttttttddtbitttbtis

Steam News =

Rumors abound that C%0 4-8B-4 614 will be leased out to the Burlifton
Northren for tests, A Greenbriar in green? Northwestren Steel and Wire's
fleet of 0-8<0s have found a safe home, Three have found permanent homes
and the other 11 have been purchased by the Illinois Rallway Museum. 2
were cut up at NSW for parts and the other 9 were moved to a location near
IRM. (Rallfan) UP 4-6=6-4 3985 will remain a coal burner and it looks like
she will not be at the NRHS convention, N&W 2-8=~8-2 2156 may leave the Nat-
ional Ruseum of Transport to help Roanoake, Va celibrate it's 100th birth-
day and may even run, ATSF 4-B=l4 3751's return to life is progressing along
fine, It should be running by mid-1983. (The Stoker) And a final note, we
all know that the T&P 4-8-2 909 in Dallas is really NYC 3001. Well, this
engine will be going home to Elkhart, Ind, and in trade, the Age of Steam
museum will get Amtrak GG-1 4932, No, TP never had GG-1s,
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MKT to Electrfy?

The Missouri-Kansas-Texas rallroad annouced that it is planning to
convert it's Ft, Worth- Houston mainline to electric power, Engin=-
ering will be the resposibilty of a British firm,Electrack, Motive

power 1s unknown at this time,(Hey, I know where

Electric Locomotives for § 5,000 )
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EMD may close down

Electro-Motive Division of GM may close down due to
the economy.
have been

Did you hear

what the Cowboy ~— “sesisier
said about the “Golden State”?

We think vou'll enjoy our “Golden State,”
especially if you're an experienced traveler.
We have many friends who repeat, winter
after winter, “chasing the sun Southwest”
on this smooth, extra-fare 8.P.-Rock Island
streamliner. It's convenient. Takes you
via El Puso and Southern Arizona's winter
resorts to Palm Springs, Los Angeles.
She's been re-streamlined, too, from stem
to stern. We've issued a folder to celebrate
the event and would like to send it to yow
Helps you chooss your accommodations,
whether Pullman (Drawing rooms, Com-

they can get some
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the downturn in
They need to produce 2,5 locomotives to break even
producing 1,5 per day recently.

!
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purtments, Bedrooms, Roomettes) or Chair
Car (economical; Coffee Shop).

By the way, the "Golden State” is extra
fast, too—44% pleasant hours, Chicago-Los
Angeles or vice versa. Fine connecting
streamliners, Perhaps you'd like to try an-
other great 8.P. streamliner on another
great scenic 5.P. route, going home, That
wuy you see twice us much, usually for no
extra rail fare. The little map shows how.

Why don't you plan on the "Golden
State” for this winter or next summer? And
meantime, let us send you that folder?

WHEES :oﬂaf

=

and they
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“HOLOEM STATE™ Chﬁas';.:q dﬂ:l‘}dl via Ki .:'nw. Dwuin.d Hisbre, Tucson, Phonix, \ | d
Paim Springs. 44'4 howrs, Through Pullmans, Minneapolis and St. Louis to Los Angeles.

Through Chair Cor, Minneapolis-Los Angeles, Connecting service to San Diego, I S0P W0 -t Wy
Leroy C. loax, Sauthern Pacific, Dept, 151 I

310 Sa. Michigon Ave,, Chicage 4

Kindly send ma, fres, "' Your Vacetion in
Avisons” and " Your Trip on 5.P."s New
Golden Stuie,"

WANE
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AMERICA'S MOST MODERN TRAINS
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THE MATL AND BAGGAGE HANDLER
by: W. M. "Mike" Adams

In the good old deys, when trains were drawn by hand-fired, coal burning
steam locomotives, s sagecious rallroader (probably a brakemasn) seid
thet the only qualification for & locomotive fireman was & "strong back
and & wesk mind™, Thers wss another class of employee on tho rallroads
at thls same tire whose dutles required the same unigque atributes, thls

was the "mail and baggage handler"., I performed my first dutlies on the
rallrosd handling mall and baggage.

In mid-Decerber of the yeer 1935, whlle I was still suffering through
high school, I was engsged by the local Mlssouri Paclific agent at
Certhage, Missouri, junction of the Joplin snd Whlte Hiver Mvislons,

to work after school esach day for a period of taree hours. I was re-
warded each day with a one dollar bill. For sore reason, unknown to me,
the combilnation railway post office « bagzage car that came in from
Memphis on Train 232, the northbound SQUTHERN SCENTC, was cut out at
Carthage and a llke car that came over from Joplin was added to the
train. All the mall and baggage had to be trensferred from one ear to
the other, Since Carthage did not rate full tire mall md begzege hend-
lers one of the regular station clerks had this chore &s part of his
duties, Ordinarily this dild not amount to a grest deal of work, only

In the Christmes season did It becoms heevy. This particular yesr the
clerk whose duties included handling this transfer had a hernlia or some
other physical allment that did not keep him from performing his regulsr
duties but dld preclude his 1ifting anf toting. S50 - I worked for about

ten days and firmly bellavad that I was next to ;EQ agent 1in importance.
Naturally this transfer of mall snd bsggage took only & smell part of
the thrée hours, You then clesnsd rest roons, straightened up the bagg-
age room, swept out the walting rooms, shook down snd disposed of ashes
from the lmmerise depot stoves end hauled in hod after hod of good Kaensas
Jayhawk coal. The last to keep the telegraph operators from freezing

during the cold December nights,

Almost ten years later I agaln embarked on & career &s & mall and bagg-

age handler. [ was physlcally rit, albait_g_triflo_ﬁkinny, fﬂ%mz_auppose
| 1
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had sufficient mental faculties to cope with the position, I nhad entered
on terminal leave from the Army on Thanksgiving Day that long ago 1945
and having been in the service for nearly seven years - practicelly since
leaving high school - had no ties with any job, I had worked off end on
around the railroad for some time following my introduction to mall and
baggage handling but hsd established no senlority rights - I was too
young at the time. I had no ides how L would make a living now that

the war was over but did know one thing - I wanted to work for the rail-
road, In May, 1942 I had been appointed to the renk of Warrant Officer
at Camp Hobinson and sent out to the Medical Replacement Training Center
as asslstant adjutant., Now the MRTC needed another assistent sdjutant
about 1like they needed a 155mm howltzer, After fumbling with MP reports
and speclal orders snd dally bulletins for & few wesks I cornered the
executlive officer and adjutant slong with the rall trensportation officer
and convinced taem I would be better sulted as assistant to the RTO,
Until I left for OCS the following February I spent as much time down

town on the Mo Pac andi tne Rock Island as I dild at Cemp Hobinson - &nd

loved every minute of it, The RTO had two other assistants besides

e end werwere gll from & reilroad background, We worked nand in

glove with the Western Military Buresu representatives st the Missouri
Pazific station, both of whom were Mo Pac traffic department employees.,
When I ceme home from Camp Jackszon, S. C., in Novembver, 19,5, one~efl
them, Charles Witsell, had been appointad stationmaster here and about
the first of December I ran into him &t the depot, I told him I was
looking for a job #nd he told me tasy were hiring mail and baggage
handlers but no one else snd this only account of the Christmas rush.
Did T went to give it a whirl? As I recall I went over to the Mo Pac
Hospitel on December 2d and passed my physical. "Open your moutn and
say ahh", "Turn your head to tne left end cough™, "Bend over and ,,..

«ess''s Anyway I passed and on Decerber 3, 1545 reported for duty with

the 7:30am crew,.

Back in these halcyon days the Missouri Pacific worked over 60 mail

and baggeze handlers at Little Mock. During the Christmas rush this
nurber was bullt up to well over a hundred, The post offlce department
had a "break-bulk" center in the basement of the dépot and all incomlng
mall, from triins end to trains, from tewn and to town and between
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trains as well as the mail going to the sorting center not to mention
all the train baggage, was handled by the ubigultous mail and baggage
handlers, The post office employees sorted snd hagged and tagged the
‘mail - nothing else. The Rallway Express Company, of course,.hendled
thelr own business, to snd from their assigned cars and with their own
gquipment - better not touch one of those green trucksl The mall and
baggagze handlers were actually ~embers of the clerical force of the

_rallrosd and were merbers of the Brotherhood of Railroad Clerks, In

An these un-enllghtened days, before Federal interference becsme & way
of 1life, the clerical hierarchy on the Missourl Pacific wes dlvided

into three classes, viz: Class A, Class B and Class C. The Class A
clerks were the true clerical personnel - yard clerks, timekeepers,
ticket clerks, accountants, cashiers, etc, The Class B employees werse
those whose duties did not require any grest degree of clericael ability
and was made up by call-boys, ressengers, gatemen snd many freight house
employees. The Class C clerks were the mell and bagiaie handlers and
the porters, Menials to be sure but all in all in a niche which gave
peoples of inadeguate educational hackground an ooportunity to work for
the rallreed in a decent payins fob snd getting and deserving all the
benafits of the highest »ald, rough-tongued old accountant in the gen=-
eral maneger's office. They hed tgasama pass priviledges, vacatlon
priviledges, hospitel priviledges, right of representation, etc, etc.
Since I had fust left the military service as & commissioned officer,

In fact was still on terminal leave until the next February, I felt a
1ittle out of place., The fact that I had been sn offlcer got out wvery
quickly but when the brothers found out I could plek up and throw a sack
of Seers Hoebuck Catalogs just as far as they could I was qulckly accept:

and had no problems,

The 7:30am shift wasd divided up by the baggaze foreman and you were to
stay with the same crew and work the same treln with the same trucks on
the sare nlatform at the same time each and every day. This was easlly
understood but about the third dey of receiving the identical ;inp?m:frum
the grizzled old foreman I thought I would snticipate and perhaps help
nim eand went on over to the track where we alw:ys went to work. Well -
I found out right quick that you waited in the baggage room for the

foreman so he cculd earn hl® money %111ng you to go back over to this
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same trein., The foreman didn't went s&ny smart alec trying to run
around him, As I recall I had to report to the office that pm and
tell Charlle I had been a bad boy. Now believe it or not there is,

or was, an art to stackling sacks of mail on a baggage truck, It has
to be done just so or when you couple Lnto six or eight of them with

a "mule" and start dragging them up the platform, dodging this and
that and making sharp turns scross the tracks you will lose about half
your load and that would really bring on the conversation! One thing
I had learned to do at Carthsge wes to load a ba;gagét?ugg we had
brick platforms there and they really bounced off your loads., About
the fourth dey I decided I would show the foreman how I could stack
mail snd qulckly learned another fact of life un the depot platform.
HE decided who could end could not stack the mail, I pointed out I
could stack a&s good as any of those he had working end better than
some and HE pointed out I didn't have enough seniorlty to know how to
do anything except whet I was told - by him, You see, except for belng
on the outside In the cold wind, the stacker 4d1d not have to tote. ..

several score 75 to 100 pound mall sucks from back In the extremevends

of those 70 fooct mell cars,

Then you had eanother exalted type of mell and baggage handler called
.Elmply, the celler, It was hls duty, when loading mall into the RPO's
for the governrent clerks to work, to read the tag and call the deste
ination of sach sack to the postal clerk, low thls became the duty and
responsibllity of the rallrosd and their minions I do not know but it
hed to be done and the "caller" recelved a 5¢ per hour differentisl in
pay = brother, in 1945, 4OZ a day was a pretty good suml! A few days
after I had learned my needed lessons in humility I got stoed up agein,

Our last chore each day on the crew I wes with was to load uufuiﬁgﬁgh_
mail on the working RPO car on Traln 103, which train opersted to
MecGehee and Monroe, Louislana, Seems this day the caller dld not show
up ard there we were, the whole crew on spot because none of these
"old-heads" knew how to csll. Well I couldn't see anything difficult
about it - at Carthage we had to do the same thing, In fect if you

set that sack of mail in the RPO doour end falled to cell the destination
L




those clowns would throw it back on the ground. So I started calling
and we were getting slong resl good until “he forerman showed up -« right,
another trip to the office and the foreman perscnally escorted me that
time. Now this was serlous for I was doing a higher rated man's job!

I dld it for maybe ten minutes and you would have thought I had tried
to stesl the old foreman's lunch, Charlie told him to get on back to
the platforms and he would handle the situation, He then told me he
was Just fixing to send for me anyway as he was golng to put me to work
on the "storage" mail car to Corning esch morning -« where I would be my
own boss, relatively speaking. I was glad to get off the platforms - I
didn't mind the heavy work but as I remember it was &n extremely cold
December and that depot platform with the wind whistling off the river

and up your shirt-tall was about the coldest place in town,

During the Christmas season Train | carried a car full of mail right
next to the engine. This was an old, wooden superstructurs, steel
underframed bagzege car end was loaded to the roof with mall for Beebe,
-abot, Sald Knob, Newport, Hoxie, Knobel and Corning - pnearly left out
Kenset., Your job was to throw off the proper mall at the proper station.
There was one exception. Newport's mail mede up about LO% of the total

due Hoth to the size of the town sni to the fact the White River Divisloer

took off there, They had & crew of mail and_gaggaga handlers who got

on the car and off-loaded the preclous cargo under your direction,

You got off at Corning and ate lunch and caught Number 3 back an hour

or so later and didn't arrive back in Pulaski County until just before
6:00pm so you had e couple of hours overtime built into the job, <Coming
back you dldn't even have to work, You Just piled into the regulsr
baggage car and found your self a soft spot and listened to that 6600
cut a di-do down the maln line. The assigned train baggagermn® occup-

led the car and only at Newport did he even stir and see Lf there was

any business for him,

The first dey I showed up for thls excursion the englnesr saw me clirmbd
up in the car while he was olling around and he came back and called me
tothe door, The conductor had also come up &nd, yes, the foreman was
there, loocking distinctly unha-sy about my sudden rise on the rellroad,

The cocky little hogger, outfifited in starched and creased "express
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strips" ov&ralls. Zave e ﬁy rﬁnning orders, "My boy - it will take

you longer to do your statlion work than anyone else so when you get
through fust give me a highball - understand?®™, VYesterday I couldn't
even read the tag on & mall beg - todasy they cen't even stert this
hot-shot local passenger traln until I say so! Incldentally, in 1950,
the rule book was chenged and an engineer could only start a flrst cliss
trein from a regular station stop upon receiving the proper glgnal from
the conductor on the comrunication cord, certainly not from a lowly

mail and baggage handler, The englineer and conductor then went on to
tell me tha each agent on the line was supnosed to have & baggage truck .
lined up on the north end of taeir platforma &nd he would try to stop

oppesite them but L1f he missed it Just go shead and kick
the mail out on the ground - just try to miss any mud holes, The

station forces at all the towns except Newport had to handle the
reguler mall out of the RPO and baggagze car and could not fool with
thls storage stuff., As I recall each agent had & baggage truck lined

up end I don't ever remember the hoggers missing any of them,

I remember the first trip best, We had engine %626 and this old
baggage car hed windows in the end doors and you could sit on a sack

of mall and read the nuwber 6626 through the front window and watch

it weave and roll and finally do a frantic J1g as the speed bullt up to
70 or 75 mph. You could open the side doors & 1little but it was cold
'as the devil end actually you didn't have to open the door to get the
full effect of & hooked-up Pacific type locomotive hauling the mail

at high speed. That o0ld car superstructure worked at high speed and

you wondered what held 1t together, Shortly after the war thers was

8 bad wreck at Jscksonville involving Tralns 26 and 226 and ons of the se
treins had one of rthese old cars., It was completely demollshed and was
the cause of some injuries that could have been prevented with & steel
car. Such cers were immedlately bvarred Trom operaticn in first class
trains on the Arkensas Divislton, I also remember Corning well., I une
loaded the first dey end went across the strect to & small cafe and ate
& plete lunch (65¢ - remember?) snd then hung around the depot until

Number 3 sailed into town. The naext day everybody in town [ met spoke

to me like I was an old settler!




When I got back into the capltol city on the evening of December 24th

I had a meassage to report to the statlonmaster's office, There I was

glven my furlough papers snd told I would be called back to work in

—

order of seniority, Since I had exactly 21 days seniority I didn'é

sit around the telephone waiting. In January I entered school in
Rolla, Missourl under the so-called GI B11l and ceme home at the end
of the semaster exvecting to work the surmer tossing mall sacks to and
fro but it was getting well on lnto June before the phone finally reng,
I was called to work, allright, but not as a mail and baggage handler,
I was instructed, instesd, to report to the chief clerk at the yard

office In North Little Rock for duty as a yard clerk, or, as we called
them, a "mud-hop".

Almost ten years later I wss down on the platforms, getting resdy to
ride & passenger extra to Texarkana, when I ran into the foreman again,
He was getting pretty stooped end even mores grizzled - hls crew were
loeding ice chests Into the baggnze car of this extra <« a Little Rock
Chamber of Commerce speclal headed for Houston, I really don't know
what all the ice was for, Surprisingly enough the aging foreman re-
cognlzed me end ghook hands with me snd ssked me what I was doing, I
told him I was trainmaster on the south-end and he looked st me and

grinned end sald: "Yeah - well, I guess that's & pretty good job =
IF YOU CAN HOLD ITi".
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_The car diagram on the following page was given your associate ed tor
by Jim Bennett. A description follows:

The St. ILouis Southwesterm Railway (Cotton Belt Route) purchased
six former FPullman Parlor Cars from the Pullman Company in 1940

and 1941 and converted five of them inte Chair Cars and one into

a Diner. Those converted into Chair Cars were numbered 210-214,
while the Diner was numbered 242 (which later was further converted
into Business Car 'DIXIE'). The diagram for Chair Car 210 is shown.
Hote the reclining seats installed, also the space nccupied by the
former Parlor Drawing Room appears to have become a semi-private
*coach' compartment, perhaps a 'smoking lounge' of sorts. In keeping
with the times, tThe car is 'divided', the 'division' a mere 'rod

& preen curtaing'. As 'modern' as these cars appeared, the Cotton
Belt never 'air-conditioned' them. From Jim Bennett Collection.

(the car was converted to Work 94167 in 10-56 - = - AFE 98<56). o=

Thewks T mMv Wille For the hoy of Gold Paper This 15
Pﬁn+ad on! Kow 2,
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Picture at right given
anonomously to editor.,= = =

Is this a hint
% 0 % B o4

Thanks to the NRHS
NEWS for the Southern
3team Schedule for 1982

as printed in
newsletter:
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Sat., April 24 ....

Sun.; April 29 ....
Wed., April 28 ....
Thu., April 29 ....
Eyedn 7 ROEIL B0\ o virs

Sat., May 1
Sun., May 2
Thu., May 6
Pri., May 7
Sat,, May 8
Mon., May 10
Sat.; May 15
Sun., May 16

Sat., May 22 ..

Sun. ; May 23
Sat., May 29
Sun., May 30
Sat., June 5
Sat., June 12

Sun,, June 13
Sat., June 19

Sat., July 3
Sun., July 4

Pri., July 16
Sat., July 17
Sun., July 18
Sat., July 24
Sun., July 25
Sat., August

------
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Sat., Sept. 11 ....
Sun,, Sept. 12 ....

Sat., Sept. 18 ..

Sun., Sept. 19 ....
Sat., Sept. 25 ....

Sun., Sept. 26

Sat., October
Sun., October
Sat., October
Sun,, Octoter
Sat,, October
Sun., October
Sat., October
Sun., October
Sat., October
Sun., October
Sat., Nov. 6

Sun., Nev. 7

Support these
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Atlanta to Toccoa Georgia & return. ATLANTA-NRAS, B
Must be a good trip!

Chattanooga Tenn to Sheffield Ala one-way. NORTH ALABAMA-NRHS.
Sheffield Ala to Memphis Tenn one-way. SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY.

Memphis Tenn to Grand Junction Tenn & return. SENT JRNY [DIESEL POWER]
Memphis Tenn to Sheffield Ala & return. SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY.

Once more!

Memphis Tenn to Sheffield Ala one-way. SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY.
Sheffield to Huntsville Ala one-way. NORTH ALABAMA-NRHS.

Huntsville Ala to Chattanooga Tenn & return. NORTH ALABAMA-NRHS.
Huntsville Ala to Chattancoga Tenn one-way. NORTH ALABAMA-NRHS.
Knoxville Tenn to Appalachia Va. one-way.

Appalachia Va to Norton Va & return [2 trips] EAST TENN RAILFAN ASSN.

. Knoxville to Chattanooge Tenn & return. OLD SMOKY-NRHS [via Harriman]

One more time!

Charlotte-Columbia~Spartanburg-Charlotte circle trip.

Charlotte NC to Columbia SC & return. PIEDMONT-CAROLINAS NRES.
Spartanburg SC to Columbia SC & return. GREATER GREER CH OF COMMERCE.
Winston-Salem-Greensboro-Salisbury-Barber Jet-Winston-Salem.
WINSTON-SALEM NRHS.

Winston-Salem NC to Monroe Va & return. WINSTON-SALEM NRHS.

Raleigh to Edenton NC & return. EAST CAROLINA-NRHS [FP-7 DIESELS].

- Lookin' good! Ons more time! . —

Greensboro NC to Spartanburg SC & return. GREENSBORO-NRHS.

Greensboro NC to Alexandria Va one-way. GCREENSBORO-NRHS [to Lynchburg
OLD DOMINION-NRHS [beyond].

Alexandria to Charlottesville Va & return. NMRA CONVENTION.
Alexandria to Charlottesville Ve & return. WN DC-POTOMAC NRHS, RRE,
One more trip.

Again!

Egad - a quartet!

Richmond Va to Keysville Va & return. OLD DOMINION-NRHS [FP7 DIESELS]
Cincinnati Ohio to Muncie Ind & return VIA N&W. CINCINNATI RR CLUB,
Second section!

.. Huntingburg to New Albany Ind & return. MAYOR'S COMMITTEE.

Second trip today!

Louisville to Kexington Ky & return. KENTUCKY RAILWAY MUSEUM.
From its owner's home town again!

Lexington Ky to Chattanooga Tenn one-way. BLUEGRASS RR MUSEUM.
Chattanocoga Tenn to Lexington Ky one-way. BLUEGHRASS RR MUSEUM.
Knoxville Tenn to Asheville NC & return. OLD SMOKY-NRHS.

Well worth a second run!

Chattanooga to Crossville Tenn & return. TVRM.

One more time!

A third run thru the fall colours!

Must be good, Clarence, they're doing it agein!

Atlanta to Toccoa Georgis & return. ATLANTA-NRHS.

Once more!

Repeat weekend!

It's been a long year for the old horse!

Jim Bistline says there may be some N&W 611 excursions later this year.
fine trips and say "thanks" to the Southern for continuing the fine program.






