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APRIL PROGR.,AIT{r Bdllvc you wlll agrec that our prograne thle yoar have bcen nothlng
but excellont. Wc havc anothcr good onc lined up for {prtl. Onc of our non nonbirs,
Kcnncth R. Oonbe who 1g statloncd at the Little Bock Air Forc c Base riII prescnt a
al ldc progran along r i th nerrat lon on 6onc of our castcrn ral l roads, pr lnar l ly the
clcctr ics.  Elcctr ica and tract lon arc ccrtalnly a big part  of  thc total  rai l road
sccne and ar!  6urc Kcnrr progran r i i l l  bc vory lntercat lng. Date is Apr l l  8th at
2 P M at the Miesourl  Pac i f lo hr i ld lng ln North Ll t t la Rock. Lete have another
good attcndarn e ard bring thoaq-vialtora. l{e nlsh to ertend our thanks agaln to
8., Bi Oerrcttr Cotton Bcltr lylcrr. :'Tcxae , for thc very intcrcating prograu he
preaentcd ln l , laroh. Tho3c e119,ca.of  the ootton Belt  ccrtalnly brought back a lot
of noetal gl a.

Pff}SENGER EI(TRI ]ATD OTHER OOTTON BELT NEI{S

geveral ltens pcrtaining to the ootton B6lt havc becn in thc nene latcly and thought
you night bc intcragtod. Slretr  that l lno oporated a pa€songer extra lnto and out of
l i {cnphle,  thc purposc of  which f las to al lox 9.P. and ClBi  of f lc ia ls thc opportunl ty
to lnapcct 9SIf  rs ncu pigry back facl l l t lce at  Uenphle.  Thle le locetcd on propcrty
purchascd by ootton Belt Eoraetlno ago. This cxtra arrivcd at tho plg ranp at )tln Al
on )/8 and, dcpartcd thc ranp destlned Shrovcport, La. at 7tF l,I4 on 1/9. Equlpncnt
on traln wae ar fol lowsr Enginca SP ,198 art  1199 (GPAOP|B uecd in San Jose-Ft isco
coMutc acrvlcc) SP 2!2 al ecper ( nsunoet 

) atalnleae Btccl, SP ,AIRISLE, SP STANFIRD,
SP gUNlEf, ,  the lat ter throc cara bcing buslnoas cars.  r tnong off lc ia ls on board th6
traln on outbound trlp nae Southern Paciflc Chalrnan & 0h1sf Executlvc Offlc or,
Mr. Bcnjanin F. Blagginl. Thc traln wac epotted ln vlew of hlghway traffic adjeccnt
to a busy Mcnphle intcrstatc and notorigts paaalng had a bcautiffrl vlow of the trqin.
Infornat lon on thle t raln waa a cooperat ivc cf fort  betvecn our r ' r landKalth I l  h i tc,
Ed.itor, THE MEI4PHIS Bunfr' and yo od.
tnothcr ltcE courtcry Keith Uhitcr {t couple of tfuqea during tho laet tro nontha,
Ootton Bclt opcratcd out Mcnphla ovor fCG on that llnere Eluford and Cairo Dj.strlcts
to northern lntcrchangc polnts vith Conralll tha flret tlnc ln January whcn anow and
icc condlt lono ln thc Eaat S t .Loui t  arca vir tual ly ehut oporat ione doun; the other
ua6 ln latc Fcbruary duc to snor and loc again. Thru thc Mcnphle fcrrninal aonc of
the traine opcratod ovor Unlon Railwry and L&l{ to Arl on and othera ran lnto ICGIo
South Yard wherc waycars and cnginea srltchcd cnda runntng vla the paBecnger nain
thnr thc city.
Onc addltional tton on Cotton Eeltr That linc ard go'uthern Paciflc havc recently
inauguratcd a ncw faet frclght Eervicc out of Plnc Bluff to our nclghbor to tha
aouth, Mexico. Ort of Pinc Bluff the now Eervlcc la naned iE I Bufal o Blancon ,
thc Hhltc Buffalo. ft oporatcs daily to Moxico Clty vla pcrt-of-cntry gister
citler of Eaglc Pass and Picdrar Ncgra3o iit thc other erd Nd clil has eatablishcd
a achcdulc f ro Mcxico City knorn aa rzorror,  thc Fox. I t  connccte with gP in
Eagle Paea for gcrvicc to Plne Bluf f  and East gt .  Lou16. t raiel t  t lnc ls 14
Horrs. (Thla itcn courtesy of 9OUTHERN P{CI8IO BULLETIN) Bclleve you wlll agroe
thie ie rcal ly rrrol l lng thcol .
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olnc innat l ,  0 .  to  Danvi l le ,  l (y .  and roturn oach
day.  gponeored by 0 lnc innat i  Ral l road 0Iub.

Lexington, l(y. to Ohattanooga Choo4hoo ono way
etoan to Dannl l Io ,  F/ 'e  beyond
ohattanooga, Tn. to LexinEton, I(y. one Hay
aponsorod by Blucgiasa Rai l road Olub.

Loui6v i l le_ to DarMl I le ,  IV.  and return cach day
gponsored by l(entucky Rail road l.fuBoun

-2-

Schedulo .tpri I thruStcan Excureion

TRIF'

/ Birninghan, .tla. to Chattanooga, TM. each day
8 Sponeorcd by Heart  of  Dl i lc Clapter,  NRHg;

2L ^tlanta, Ga. to Chattanooga, TN. arid rcturn oach
22 day.,  sponaorcd by At lanta Chaptoi ,  NRHS i

28 Chattanooga, Tn.. to gnelda, TN. and raturn
29 each day. Sponsored by Tcnnossce Val loy RR.

lfuecuno

Birnlnghan, to I heffiald, ,t1.. orr" r"y
thef f ! .e ld ,  A la.  to  Menphia,  Tn. ,  one way
sponsored by Nord,h }abana Rallroad Club

Monphie,  Tn.  to  Cor lnth,  Me.  and rgturn each
sponsorad by gcnthcntal Journey, Inco

day 4nl

Knoxvillo io Cirattanooga, Tn. and return each day. 2gJp ot 610
Spon8ored by old gnoky.Chaptor,  NRH9j

Junc t

ENGINE

28rg

2819

610 ??

4)ot

2819 ot 5Lo

FF7 rr

28i' ot 6!0

Hunt ingburg, Ind. to Central la,  f l l .  ancl  return
each day. Spon6ored by Mayorts Cmntt tee, Hunt ingburg.

Lexint ton to Danvl le,  Ky. and return. two tr ips
spbneored by Bluograss Rai l road Muaoun

fcntstive trlpe frm Lexington, I(y. through to
Eastern North 0arol ina are belng planned. Infornat ion
Ia to r  on  theso  t r i ps .

28)) or
6lo

28'f or
6ro

rnforrat ion on future excursion tr ips wir l  bc forthccning in a later issuc of  thenewslet ter.  of  part icular interest to our -group ara the_tr lpa , i t r r  t rx r  f ro '  Mc'phisto Corinth, Me. and return on May 5th ana 6ffr. 0n goorl authorlty *o i""rn that theectr ips wLl l  contain a dining car thls yoar.  g ourd Intera et lng?l  you-oi  cour".  ,ureadvised in the March neweletter that gouthern had loased ex 0F 
'nnoyar 

i ra"orr  r ,  2grg..for excuraron service thls aea€ono Thlg ahould be -an intereettng ae-ason . for al l  ra i lnbugsi  and the nr 'ever l  is upon us alroady now thai  ""p" ine- i"  
-Epi"" i i .

Rec€nt ly learn that Rcading_(chessie) 2rol)  iE alaoat a total  losE after a round-house f i rc on March ?th at-girver o1!"" , -( f . - -1io f t re ura""d uJ"t"c ioi  ro,  severarhours anC lron horge 21Ot died inelc le. , ' f l i ,  
" ra 

indeed when what few iron horoeswo havo lof t  are destroyed. Bhanke Kelth U fr t ie for th le informat ion.



TILL THE IMER-TMERICAN GO??

Rlderohlp on A mtrakr6 Inter-rber lcan cont lnucs to show Lncreaeeg. In December
of 1978 r iderEhlp on thla t rain was up 17.9 por cento Poseibly nothtng now wi l l
save the train urder rbtrakle reatructuring of the syaten bgt strong actlon on
the part  of  l rkaneaer congresaional delcgat lon i ,n Waehington. gonething Juet
doee not 6slc6 s6ng6-fxaopl c1 they keep harpi.ng on the cnerry eltuatlon and at
the eanc t ine want to cut of f  a good part  of  what passenger t raine we st i l l  have,
whlch arc very fow. l{ e havc not gcen ar\ything yet on any act!.on tekan by arnr
of the ohanbers Of 0o@ercc of clticB and tovng served by the f ntor-,lne ric an.
I  c prcdict  therc r l l l  cone a day when there wl l l  ba gnashlng of t€cth,  etc.
on tho fact  that our great rai l road passenger t rains and slectr ic lnterurban
eyatcme arc no Iong6r wj. th uc. Li t t le Rocka-N-ort lv Li t t le Rock arc pr ine oxanpleE
of ahort si ghtcdnege' Ln do$lng away nith a flnc streetcar aysten. They eay that
the gtreetcara now could not Eanlpul ate the traffio on the city atreetgo lhorsc-
feathcrsr.  Perhaps I  got of f  the BubJect a l i t t le but i t  a l l  t iea in wlth the
go cal l .ed cnorry ahortage. l , tost  rai l loaderg rcfer to busses as nst ink bugglest .
Vcry trua. E:rcuea your cilra ranbllnga but J_ haveJo put down what I feelo

On the arrlval of the first lntrak-operatad Crescent LiElted at New orleans the
Oltrrnpla Brqes Bard of that clty played at tracksldc. hon the picture we .ar
of it ll^Hlrt and Peto Fountaln would have beon much bctter. t{here wer6 you Al
and Pctc?l  They lef t  out the, best when they.dldnl t_ect you.(Tho jazz klnge)

I.enotc ln recent ncrs artlcio ifrat-nittda; frr.l is gctttn! out of tha rall
paBBengcr aar blz and nill c oric entratc lts futurc nanufacturing on frelght car
and truck tral lers.  Paasenger car nanufacturc wl l l  be phasod out a6 soon aE
practicablc. ,tnother Bad notc to aay the least. tlas there any conpary ln thle
great country of oura that ever topped fhe Pullman CoDparV. They had the flnest
of everythlng anC now moet of tho thinge that Pullnan cars contsined arc anong
thc noet aought af ter col ldtor6 i tcnB.

.lnothsr rcEind€r-Gct your DUEg in now at tho
at his hoEo.

noxt  aeet lng or  nal l  to  Dick Byrd

Roferrlng again to tho 0.8. Passsnger extra---lf any of you sca atly extra paseen-
ger novmonte or gct lnformation about then on arry rail 1lno in olfr state plsasc
got thc lnforaatlon to your cdltoro Wlth thc croeptlon of ihtrak rg Inter-locrican
paasenger tralns opcratlng lnto and out of .trkansas arc fcu and far bctween.

Iou are not  drunk i f  you can l le  on th a f loor  wi thout  hanging on.  A wonan j .8

only a ronan, a clgar is only a Eookc - but a 1t-6-O :'e a Tenrl{hecler. FRoMr
NRHS NEI{S EXTRT|' MA.R0H 1979.

DDrai lEcnts cont lnuc on Thc Rock la  thc L l t t le  Rock area l lnos of  that  eyatcn;
scvera l  la ts ly  on L l t t le  Rock- f t Iahona Cl ty  sect lon.  Bad t rack is  undoubtedly
the culpr i t .  I f  the proposed galc  of  Rock f6 land t rackagc betweon Tucumcar i t
Ncr, l{exic o and gt. Louls to gP-SStl r wonder if Thc Rock Ylll take soDe of that
cash ard put  the i r  L i t t le  Rock l lnca in  good ahapc.  Rcnalne to be seenoBr ink ley-
Mcnphls t rackage ls  noc ln  very good condi t lon duc to operat lon on that  sect ion
by cot ton Bcr t '  

)as)srrss, , r ls)s f , r ls , , *

The Arkansaa Railroad olub ls s rlen-proflt organlzationo Rcgular Eeotinge are hcld
thc aec ond Srlnd ay of cach nonth at the MoP offlcc Building ln North Llttle Rock.
Vlgitors always l|elc@e and refroshnehts u8ually availablc (c offoc-c okee-c ookl cB ).
Bcnd newg ltene atd oxchangc ncwalettcre to oditod at fr07 Hawthorne Rd. Little
Rock , . t r k .72207 .

DON rT IERGEf, T0 PitY YCUR D UES


